o St.Anna's Convent
12 St.Anna Strasse,
Munich,Bavaria, Germany
November 15. 1924

Dear " Gang" :-
For some time past I have been trying to settle down long enough
to collect my thoughts and notes and write off 2 real letter to you so
that you may be assured,if such an assurance is nescessary,that tho there
are many thousands of miles between us,tho you a2re in the good o0ld U.S.A,
and I am nightly laying myself down to rect in a2 1land T never expected
to see and least of all %o 1live in, vet in thouchts and in spirit I..am
daily and nighly travelling back the trail that leads to Yesterday,to
good old Allegany. Now and then a letter comes my way Prorm .the old
place and for the rest of the day I am here onlv in thérflesh, in spirit
1 am again strolling thru the corridors of the "big red-school house"
Just off the "main drag" between Allegany 2nd Olean. The old proverb
assures us that "history repeats itself". If this is true and ‘T am
again %o come bick to Allegany,then higt-ry can 't begin to operate any

too quickly for me,

Whot shall I write you? I know there are many things that you
would like to hear,and there are indeed mény things that I want to tell
you. I would like to write to you all individually,but you realize as :
well as I thot such a procedure is more or less impossible for me.However
I want you 2all to take this letter just as if it were written to you
personally,for I think of you all end remember you .ell so clearly and
distinetly that,with due apologies to the new members whose aecousintance
I hope to hive the pleasure of making some de'y, I- think I could rettle
off your names as easily from memory as tho T were s anding there in the
office checking you in, I em paryicularly indebted %to Ed Gibbons for
furnishing me with the nemesscry prod( a2 letter just received from him)
to begin this message. He thought I would be surpriged. to. learn he wa

ack agaln in Allegany, Not so,Ed. I ahall be surprised,however if you
don't make good, and the surprise sholl be deeidedly unplecsent,

Now,where shall I hegin? Vou 211 know more -than likely that

—I-had o very pleasent-end SUrprisingi y agreedbldt trip aeross.I had r=ther

anticipated an attack of sessickness,but thenks be. fo. God I was. able to
ay Mass every morning,the only sicknsss I experienced- being due- to :
terrific attack of the "blues" and homesickness. lost of the travellers
on the boat were German or of Germen extraction. Fr.Hugh and. I were about
the only foreigners on it,and since the longmoge spoken by most wes
Germen,we 414 not need weit until e hit this country before fecling
like foreigners. Hvery evening 2t dinner there was = concert -nd every
night at nine bells the orchestra agein broke loose. The musie was good
but after having been rather interested in the one-time Jazz Orchestra. -
Wwe used to have Tor our dances in the gym ( "Them days are gone forever%")
the classieal began to pall, One night after.setting them up for the
musieal troupe®*we. insisted that they ought to give us something with .a
1ittle pep to it. They had no jazz with them,so we promised to be-t
satisfied if they gave us. 2 medlev of Irish sirs. Ne turally,there uvas
guite some red tape to be gone thru,end ermission obtained from the
Gaptain and the other Almighty-you-eall- it,but ws finally wen our
;xﬁiﬁfrnﬂ.had the satisfoction of listening to the strains of 'Killerney,
Kathleen llavourneen, Haste to the Wedding,ete". |
e landed in Bremenhafen on the fiftesnth of September. =bout

eight in the morning.Immedictely the ship. wos boarded by officials. in
all sorts of colored uniforms nd we had to’ show peesports to seventy-
eleven different colored uniformed upholders of the law. and order.The
Custom “xaminers were decidedly decent =2nd I experienced very little
diffichlty in getting anything thru.-We h2d to declare how much money we
had -with us 2nd how long we intended ito r-mein in the country,but outside
of These main points =2nd four thoudand less personal guestions we hed
nothing to do but walk off the boat gnd exelaim "So this is Germeny" .
1 had rather expected to be met 2t thHe wharf by Fr.David,whom you may
recall hod been here for the past year,studying =2t the Univergity of
NMuenster. He failed to show. up,however,due to & m!gunderstanding as. to
the exact date of our ship's lending,2nd there I was cast ashore- with my
few German phroses alone to see. me thru. However,l monaged to seeure some
inform=2tion =nd a ticket to luenster for the afternoon Fradlle .~ 0en: I
ventured forth into the city of Bremen %o look over the local talent.
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I will' reserve until loter my impressions of my first glimpses in Germany.
Let us pass on to the afternoon train 2and =2 1ittle incident that cause

"m> some slight annoyance 2nd 21lmost lended me in 2 German prison. Perhaps
most of you are 2cquainted with the European railway gsystem,or at least

hove heard something of it. How the whole train is divided into coaches

of ,ordinarily three classes., A word can explain the different classes.

In the Third Class,used mostly by the ordinary middle-cless traveller

for ordin-rily short journeys,the compartments of the cozch(the coach

itself is divided into compartments something on the style of the

Phllman Smoking Room) contain seating capacity for eight persons.ihe

seats are not upholstered at 2ll, just the plain polished wood work; the
Second Class compartments seat six persons and are upholstered in gray;

the First Clsss allow room for only four persons and the upholstering is

in red., The price of travelling between the first and third class 1is

about one half the difference. Not knowing how faor awey from Bramen

was this city of Muenster towards which I was headed I had bought Second
Class tickets for Fr.Hugh and myself. When we came to the outside platform
leading to the trains I asked one of the porters where we could find our
troein,for I knew it was about due, He seemed quite officlious and

bustled ond hustled us around until fin2lly we dropped,all out of breath
into the comportment into which he had shoved us. it that time I knew

less of the railway system than I know now; in fact,I knew nothing of :
it. Upon entering the compartment we found =2n elderly lad¥ and a young |
12dy,whom we mentally catalogued as mother 2nd daughter. They were both
reading but the light prevented me from seeing Just whotv book it was ' |
that interested them. We had just about comfortably arranged ourselves '
when the door was noisily slammed back =2nd o highly Bedecked and

ani formed Genersl or Colonel ‘looked in 2t us ~nd shoulted something that

we foiled to grasp. However,in spite of his regimental di'sguise,playing

the role of Sherloek Holmes,I ventured the opinion he might be the

conductor ond so handed him the tickets. He gozed ot them for some time

in silence,then a2t us and then let loose 2 torrent that sounded as |
intelligible to us as would Chinese. We looked st th: tickets he shoved |
baek and then at him but could not get what he wanted. Summoning our |
best German to the fore we wanted to knmow why he was making himself so |
noisy. Again a torrent of the awful,unintelligible jargon that left us
speechless and as ignorant as before., Glancing around to see if any helpx - |
might possibly be fortheoming from the occupants of the immer seats I <
was just in time to ezatch the younger damsel smilingly admonishing her
rather coneerned compehaion to keeps Before I had time to conjecture upon
thig rether unusuvel procedure,another bewhiskered and burly offiecial
with eight or more flaring colors came 2long 2nd Jjoined in the
monologue., Finally I held up my hand and when silence glowly halted tThe
loguacious duo,I asked them to go slowly and srveak ‘intelligently.)Might
just 28 well a2sk them to sell you thei¥ hetiAgain they broke forth

and this time I managed to gresp thet if we didn't do something we would |
be arrested. Bv that time I was more or less exaspersted. I felt we had
don: our pert to preserve the peacesso lsaning back comfortably in The
geat and speaking 2s casually as if I was discussing the weather 1

t0ld them "go 4o the devil™. You should have heard the burgt of
merriment from the corner occupied by this young lady.When she had

sort of choked off her merriment she told us that the two worrisome
individuels wanted us to know that,whilst our tickets called for Second
Chgss,we were travelling in 2 First Class compartment and must cither
goWback to where we belonged or pay the @ifference. Thinking the latter
procedure the better we forked ‘over the diffesrence. Later on,when T
rather reproachfully asked this young lady,whom I hed. discovered wes

an American Pfrom the Western States,why she had waited so long before
cominz to our aid,she laughed and said: "I would have helped you out
immediately but then I waited,hoping you would tell them To g0 where 1
hove so oftsn wented to send them,but may not say so whilst my Aunt is
around”™:. Nice girl to be making me almost swearl
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Upron arriving in Muenster we find Fr.David there and spent several
days with him. The city itself is very old =2nd contains much of interest
to one interested in.Medievel history.. You perhaps recall that in the
.Middle Ages most cities had 2 high wall running 2bout them to guard. The
inhabitants from the attacks of more gquarrelsome neighbors, The wll. no
longer exists here,but on the spot: where it formerly stood now is a
promenfde that runs about the city 2nd tokes ip met of the really
interestine and worth while sights. The valk is delightful,running os
it does between tall and: shady trees on either side of the road.There
is an old castle here ‘where the ex-Kaiser used to =top whell he. Gale
g?hghfrggrifgliimin égﬁeﬁfilﬂfg f%giew the former militory maneuvers
fertpel SR S al old and very interesting churches,the
prineipal being that of St.Lambert,built in the twelfth century and
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St.Ludger,the oldest in that sectioniosf the country. Also visited the
Fried Sz21(Peace Room) in the Rathaus( something like our town-hall =nd

building to be found in every German city 2nd town). Here it was .that
B peace. was slwned between Spain and Holland 1n the .seventeenth ecentiry.
e Aruunﬁ the walls sre to be seen mil ﬂaintinu, GL 211 the signers and
cﬂnturv 0ld cushions ufﬂn which thﬂ grlnces :nd generils sat whilst they
listened to the reading of the articles .of peace ﬂﬂﬁ debated 2bout the
chances for the next war, Indoor sports .of the Mediewval iges! The old
careteker took.a sort . of "shins" to .me 2nd iﬂ?iﬂtﬂd upon showing me 2n
object that he'ﬂvidﬂn+ly reserved for his highly fovored Gugtﬂmerﬁ.ﬁr_ngn
out 2 -bunch of keys,he began to open up 2 - larse tfunk—ll (e boX.l 88Y he
began,for inside thﬂ outer box was another and’'smaller and in this still
others and sméller receptiacles.Finally he came to the smallest.he had
and reaching in brought forth the withered skeleton of a hand.He told me
that 1t wos fhe dismembered hand of a forget who had been thus punished
about two hundred years ago. I .-thought it rather a dismal relic bit - -he
seemed to think it more important than the Fried S=al itself. "De
gustibus non est disputondum" . Laugh that one off,you members of my former
Caesar class!

From lMuenster I came down_to Cologne,a e¢ity s £i11 4nm possession
of the British /.rmy of Occupstion, I stopped off here because I -wanted to
see .the most famous cathedrzl of Germehy. It is wonderful and I could not
begin to give you an .adequate idea by a written description. You.may
recall that it is considered 2s the thwrd largest church in thes world,

: £ St.Peter's in Rome comes first and the Ehshedral of Milan) and the

g largest gothic structure in Germ”ny Inside I 72id my respects .2t the tomb
k. of the _ml1 Magi,the three Kings who came out of the Bast to visit the

- Infant Sﬂvlmr 1n Bethlehem and ”hﬂq” relics re=at _here; also knelt in
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b prayer before the tomb of St.Herbert who is considered the patron saint

£ .of this city. Leading from the ground up to 2 platform ending -just .where

the building begins ta taper mff into twin spiresis a2 narrow.ctrcular

steir-case, -For the payment of one mark (about tmentv four eents) you are

permitted to .cscend tneﬂe steps, I did it,but once is enough.The steps

are over five hundred in number,about two feet long and :2ight inchces

wide 2nd ‘circle around and around until the wesry and:dizzy ¢limber

wonders whether he shall ever reach the stop. Just as I was beginning

=—1t0 conclude that I would have to guit we rezched the platform.The view

E from here is wonderful,looking out as it does over the whole city.

It is a2 truly magnificent monument to the building genius of the men of

those ages,the most rsmarkable thing to me being the exact and incomparable

beauty to be found in the least dstail., Even hidden away in dark corners

where they can be seen only by the venturesome and extremehy curious

individual are .corners and crevices that for beauty of finish are not one

Whit less marvelous than the most outstanding features. The building itself

has 2 eurious history.It stands on. the emact spot where formerly stood

in the ninth cenfury the Bishop's chapgl. Begun in the thirteenth centugy

work was vigorously pushed forward until about the end of the fifteenth,

. At thot time,due to the many petty wars being waged between the medisval

¢t cities,the consbruction had to be droppsd,2nd during the interim the

- plans of the laster Architect were lost. From then on until their

recovery during the -French Revolution nothing was done to the building

and it began tﬂ decay.In 1824 under Frederick William IV work was - again

begun.and the building 2s it now stands was finished .in 1880. Uhen -you

look aloft at the enormous stonss that have been used in the construction

of this c2thedral,and remember they had not th> convedmiences of our modern

1ifging and hauling apparatus,when you see the magnificent and- incomparadbly

{ superior buildings they erected to our modern structures,then you feel

! you must take off your hat to the genius of an age that; 1”n0r nee calls
"the Dark Ages",
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At Cologne I took the boat ride down the Rhine. They sy 2 tour
of Germany n=turally begins with the Rhine,both a2s a beautiful entrance
into the country as well as an important key to its history. My trip -~
along the River being of necessity a rather hurried one, nothing more
than a day in 2 r ther swift steamboat,whers the dinner bell rings out A
ordinarily Jjust when the .scenery.on the .banks opens out to its most
exquiaite .1ov2liness it would scareely be .fair to institute & .comparison
hetween this CGerman stremm and some I hove secn in America.l will just
mention ons or the other outstanding feature and lst it go at that,The
waters of the Rhine are unﬁuEQtlunfhlJ greyish,not to say muddish,in
thelr tint. Along the river at different points can be seen from. the :deck

the ship the ruined castles grimly crowiifng the beetling crags,abodes in
- days long gone by of the robber-ehieftains . To linger over the legendary

hlstary of the river,to me the most romantie ‘part GF the Rhine,would be
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rather pleasant,but there 2rée so many other things tﬂ mention in this
letter,and to most of you its history may be better knmown than to me;so
we shall ho Lve . Lo hTurry “lung,not stoppinz to . tell you more about
Bonn,one of the first stops in the trlg,thnn to say it has a wonderful
0ld University, is the birthplace of the’ famous musicagl Gmmﬁoser
Be#thoven .and lays elaim to St.Blizabeth's Church,the most perfect
specimenk, 1 hullEYG in the world of Rhemish-Roman 'style of architecture.
At preqent it ic n1so in the territory occupied by the Allies,the
French coloréd soldiers holding . it. Down the river we went past the
Drachenfels and the famous Seven Nountoins,past Neuwled with its foamous
sehools and so on to Coblenz,a city once held for a2 short time after
the armistice by thé A.E.F, Hod I possessed sufficient time I should
probably have spent dtday on the Mosel in. a“visit to *reves,one .of the
oldest cities in Europe gfter Rome.3ome evén say.it is older than

the Eterns]l "City itsclf.Some mf the most intprethnw remains of this
marvellously .interesting Dlﬁ 01%“ vhich I still have hopes of seeing
soms day, are thn Porta Ni , the 0ld amnhitheatre where so many

Ch“rst1ﬂn met dzath to qﬂ+1?f; the whims of 2 Roman holiday c¢rowd,and  th

yvet more nnclent bridge ‘of which the massiveé piers still remain in
good condition. Founded by Augustus,some few years before the Christian i
era,it is mentioned by.Ts cltuﬂ in his works 2= the members of the
Sovhmore Class may recall, From Cublenz then,+ continued amﬂn the
River to Pingen{mezorﬂhle in virtue of Brnwnln”'s poem) regretfully
gazing 2 1 passed by into the exquisite vﬂlley of the L”hﬂ,.ﬂur“ that
river disap %“rs among its wroded hills to the charming health-resort |
of Ems,some few miles away. The Rhine here becomes nerrowed .within |
the limits of ‘& magnificént ravine.Vineyerds cover every slope.castles |
grown t%a.hﬂiﬂhts;;laturesaue villages are dotted here and there upon the |
banks ,Pass ng Oberwesel, a 1little way beyond the Lorelei rock,on the |
opposite bank,211 heauties secem combined of scenery =nd uu.Lnt
aréehitecture.The lofty round tower e¢alled Ochsenthurm attracts everyone's
attention.The comes the curious "Pfelz" in the middle af.the'etrenmJJnd

1ittle "Purther on,Bscharach,so called perheps from the "altar of |
Bacchus" . Now followed in guick suceession the vine-bearing hills whase
names are famous in all the world for their wines. It wag curious to
see how EV“TE rood of ground on these steepslopes was cultivated, the
earth being embanked,terrace upon fterrace; and the wines,so a fellow
troveller informed me,are sometimes planted in haskets where the
declivity would not retain. the soil in any other wey.. Then followed
such vitlages as Assmannshausen with its steeply terraced ﬁlnpvs
Rusdegheim -t some distancse ﬂﬂvnnﬂ,htill further off could be se
the white walls of Schloss Johannisberg.The next halti 1Lc5'"“5
lMisinz where was born Gﬂtﬁﬂberg,thE'TEEﬂtEﬁ inventor of Erlntlng.ihe
boat goes Further,but here I'wes forced thru lacek of time to digembark |
and take to the tre 1n 2rriving here in Yunleh“on the twentieth of
oeptember, . .

This in short is“an aceocunt of the first trip that I todk

after landing in Germeny. As I mentioned =bove,there are many interesting
things thet can be told,but I know you will not wish to be bored by too
grﬁtt a-detail, "Whilst coming down in the bost 2along.the Rhine T metde
the acquaintance of four American college lads who were doing Hurope.
Ny "ttentlmn was directed to them'and th ﬂcquﬂintnnce formed 1in a
rather peculiar manner, The waiters in Germ&ng are _called ™ Herr Rauber"
liike Reilly or any of the other good Gerian students can pmonounce this
propnerly for  the uniticted. It was at dinner and a2bove the noise and
music occagioned by the soup-eating contest that can be heard all over
This land,my ears were assailed by the c2ll of a twang that brought
ﬂ!gories of Yankee-land: "Hey Robber", and the caller was the typical
cfean cut,clean faced snappy talking American type,trving to draw the
horrified“waiterst =2ttention to his wants. He caught my eye and winked;
I retunmed the compliment and he cealled over from his table " Say,
Reverend,you wouldn't b= apt to know English,would vou? When I called
back that I knew nothing better he brought over the whole gang and I
enjoyed the remainddr of the trip in their company.
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Do you wish to know some of the things that have struck me

as being so particularly and peculiarly differ=nt from America and

Americans? It is only in the first moments in which you witness something

which is entirely new to you,that you feel that novelty in all its

vividness and perceive how widely divided is the nature and aspe@t of

what you then contemplats from. the objects of your former knowledg

Bvery hour that you wsontinue to regard what strikes you with .its ne&neas

co rrl s off that newness =nd vour impressions fade 2nd bedim themselves

in fDJDTtlﬂﬂ So perhaps I can Béve you a:better idea of what I have

noticed now than I could were I to wait uwntil later when they shell

no longer strike me as novel. If I won't bore you then-I shall Gontinue
on 2nother p&ge.



Before saying ! nvthinr a2t all,let ‘me preface mv remarks by mentiﬂnlnb
that they ore peeulizrly my own,not to be token as a eriterion for
studying © n“tlun or ﬂﬂnple for which I perh”ps feel no pmrticular
nenchant. I am JHEt_tTTTHF to set down my own imp TEE%1GHS.

If you enter Germany as most do,2nd 2s I did to a' certain
extent,by way of the River Rhine,you are introduced et onee to that
class of its motural scenery in which its notural beauty lies, namely

its mountains 2nd its rivers. The rivers of Germahy I believe to be
gener21ly the great highwzys of its eommerce and its population g: thers
‘most- thickly =2long its banks.This is pre—eminently the case with the
Rnine,2t least. When you land in its towns you become 2t once sensible
of their peculiar character.The bustle that you n’ticed 2long the
river front 2long the banks 2nd the quays of the towns disappears
.and all is rather quiet and old and still, . You See,&B ‘you 1Lnﬁ,ulenty
of solemn-faced mfficiﬁls,in a sort of half militery dress and well
mustachioed °nd& bewhiskered.As you proceed 2long the streets you
£ind 2round you gabled and picturesiue white buildings with red roofs,
0ld squares and markets,with avenues of limes or d.arfed acacias;
people,many of them in the gard of yesteryear.Coleridge has celebrated
the 51x-*nd—t21rtj =tenches of Cologne,and the invention of Cologne
weter to cover them; the 2caougintance I have thus far had -with German
tovwns leaves me dﬂr the conviction that leugne has no more queer
odors than any other town of the nation.In most of “hem every street,
almost every hnuqﬁ and every hour has its own appropriate ¢ nd ueculiar
and ‘by no mesns enviable sméll.If vou are Ifivone of the %m%ller towns
going aldng their Gasse(alleys) vou see 211 menner of flights of steps
from a?m:s and houcses set upon the pavemasnt,some pushed on2 third of
the width a2cross them and sometimes wholly =cross them so*that a
stranger travegsing them for the first time in the ' night would surely
fall and break his neck'after ‘the first few yards. Or“if tho there
are no steps breaking off the pavement,even on the better sidewalks one
must stand out from the walls as he welks else he will be brought up
short with 2 grunt 2nd terrible ce¢lip from the strong- iron bar,about
a8 foot long,sticking out of the wall of the house or shnp.These iron
barg are what the worthy shopkeepers rear their shutters on in the d=y
.time and a8t night when the shutters are put up they stand out naked

from the well about the height of yeur fPoce or shoulders and Cod helpg_ﬂﬁ*:

your ﬁﬁ&tmmy if you are inclined to hug the wall as you go along.
Again,in many except the best regulated cities,every hunared yards or so
you are likely to be stopped by a2 great wond-hEﬁp and its busy sawyers
and eleavers,or by a wagon or o earriage set on the trottoir to be out
of the ways; . |

These nuisances,which would not be tolerated in the 'DrSt
regulated country town of América for 2 single week,here remain for
ages.The peonle,accustomed to them,2void them a8 we.would wvﬂld walking
into hydrants or gas-stations;and when you voint them out,they are

not so mueh surprised that they should exist here as' 'they are at your
thinking them at all extraordinary. -

Such and the overpowering smells z2re the things which first
arre8t your attention in'e Germontown.” The inns next become the objeet
of one's notice.They a¥re,for the most part,very large with great and
bore looking rooms,painted walls =nd ceeilings,noked bocrded floors,lots
‘of smoking people 2nd the const-ntly persistent odor of beer., Several

days ago,shortly affer 'saying an early Mass,the weather being very

empting,I decided to take a long hike out into one of the many

interesting places: in th=2 nsighborhbod of luniceh. Leaving here &t
nine A.NM, I walked for several hours until I ceme to the entrance of
what is known a2s Perlach Forest.You know the <forests of Germany are
21l government-owned. T must sey they certainly know how to take care of
them, They heve special officiels®for their forests’, known as Foresters,
whose prineipel duty is To see to the obhsServance:r of the rules governing
the use and abuse of the woods,Just as with us in America we have -
Fish and Game wardens for the observaence of those respective laws.lo
one is permitted to eut down'a tree in 2 German Torest until the
solemn-visaged official has carefully examined- the tree,wisely
decided whether it would be better off down than up and after: ecarefully
noting the vandalism in” his official Doy book gravely permits-its
destruetion., When & forest has been cut down down,the ground is agsin
ploughed 2nd a2 new wood of young tr=es plented by the government.ln
this wise do they keep their forests up,ond =2 very good regulation., The
trees are planted about sixtor szven feet 2p2rt 2nd as they grow -=re
constantly pruned of thzir cxtending branches,thus foreing them in
grow in ons direction only,- up,up,constently up. Mpst of them are

"
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species D? the evergreen fomily and reach heightsof sewventy or e2ighty
feet, The Forest as such is divided intorseetions,thez.divislons h ing
effected by meznsg- of & -wide &and ”raqqy " Venue cut..every. so, far apart
from oné end of the Porest to the other These mossy lunas,W1th the1r
towering and green trees: on either Eide J’fmrﬂ Q d=1ightfully shady

and pleasant walk thru the woods. Well,to continue. Thru these Perlach
ijodds I walked for swveral hours,now and then meeting some childien or
0ld women with bag@s,hustling and bustling sround collecting the. pine
cones undernesth the tress. For: the poor. of Germany, thése. pine cones
afford the only fuel during -the winter.:I imagine they must burn well
end. give: good heot for they cnn“wln ‘much gltch. Abeut one o Glﬂﬂﬂ, :
f?allng rether wearied of the monotonous regula rity; of the woolds,and
likewisge- feeling the need of semething more. smbstantizl than EG?HSTF,

I turned aside and short-cut my wey thru ths woods to the-r nearest

| opening, Upon emerging from the forest,stretching awey to- the, south,

| their snow-capped pezks glistening 11;? burnished. silver in the

| reflected ways of the afternoon sun.could. be seen .Ghe ﬁlfs. Not..se far
away,for which -I: thanked God 4in Dbehilf of my stomach,and yet 2 uuarentl
nestllng ﬂt the foot of the mountains I could Aiscern o llttla villeg
its red-tupped hmmes huddled and clustered a2bou the wvillage church 1n
much the sa Pashion that little chiels-hang about -the mother hen., A
walk of ”mfty mlnutﬂﬁ brought me %o the Gastha us(“h t. we would call the
country immn). Just as I entered this place,located .I casually noted
just across from the church,the bells on the latter building began to
boom out their solemn mesa*ge.fhe fer. from flasaerlsh -looking damsel.
who ‘met me 2t the door assured me in a guttural Baverian diasleet that
the Foor Souls' Devotion waks just ahnui toe begin in.the church and
since she and the family were attending,l would . -have to wait until

they were over before I could eat. No,willy-nilly,I had to cross tThe
road and pake -part in the services alsos 1 discmverﬁﬁ later that :in
m-ny of these vill: ges where the wa;ul tion is preponderantly Catholic
the inns are closed down during the church services altho they are

the most frecuented places for the ‘rest of the osunday hourg.. .ALter an
hour or so the old rﬂstur considered his day's work finished and
services ended., Ugﬂn returning to the inn, I was thers but o few moments
when practically . the same gzng that ‘had b with me -in: the Church
straggled thru the doors of the inn for tﬂulT Sunday stein of beer,

2 smoke from their long-stemmed pipe and an hours chat about.the. 1“test
seandal.- Amonz the cerowd -I noticed ~the 0ld pastor with his three foot

T Irwmlm?r'mr L oon A e o ol

long pipe =2nd his big stein of Munich ?rmu. neminded me-of a .stery I ——

had read in some jokz column some ysors 2go.in days p-fore *Tﬂhlhltiﬂﬂ
hit Ameriea, Kelly,the.ouner of a large SﬂlDDn Just ieross the -way,
from & new Chureh that was being erected was approached by -the |
energetic pastor for a donation, VWhat could he give? Well,he might give
anything and it would be gratefully accepted,but it would be fine if a
grand Irish Catholie like Kelly would donate a stain-glass window: to
the .ehurch, I will,Father! And what &hall we put on it Kelly? What
sort.8f an inecr1“t on would you like to.stick.to.-the bottom,for you
know that is the usuml rmcedurm with such donations? Xelly cnuldn‘t
decide at once,but after due deliberation and careful thought he
ventured: How. about this Father: "After Mass,all over to Kelly's"
I didn't seec any:such sign in the little church I visited but =211 were
over after the serviees. Looking 2bout the wall,whilst waiting for my
21l,I noticed. several cases hanging thereon. Guess what they contained”
Do vnu recall how the steady patrons of some-barbershops have thelir own
ind1v1du:l mugs,razors a2nd brushes,2ll kept on shelves-in a case hanging
M the wall of the shop? Well,here in this inn,in these cases on the =k
shelves could be seen the ut51n¢ of the regular patrons; . in another case
could be noticed the logg-stemmed pipes of the same. This is a typieal
syieture of & German inn,

I suppose I could go on for several hours yet writing and

| trying to convey to you soms of thempeculiarities of the towns, the
cities and the people. But you would become too tired listening %o
it and besides,you can read 211 about the nation and the country in
any of the many travel books that must exist. To sum up my whole
opinion;I may state that I personally think Europe is about forty
years behind the Sto tes. Being 2n intensely petriotic and paErtial
American,as was told me by a little Dutech{Hollandish)girl one day

{ whilst -we were sort of arguing about: the respective merits of Europe
- and America, I might be exﬂected to.say this. She also thought I was
: typieally American in imegining that just beczause I had been in the
| country for a2 few weeks I felt capable of judging or instituting =

; comparison between the countires. The srgument took plece in the
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compartment nf'a train whilst I was jﬁurnﬂ’1hg #0280 63 - téwn G”llﬂd
Fulda. You know,there is a sort of freedom of- conversation permitteq
travellers on troins that would not be tolerated in Americea . T
however;for it sort of makes travelling 2lone NOv w~wup
is 2apt to be in Ameriea. Occupsnts of the s=2me compartment
fall into convers atiun. T“lE voung and decidsdly determined 1 ssie
had 2bout four 'or Pfive ‘heavy bags when she boarded the train and .
entered the cnmgartmﬂnt I hel”ed Her stow them away on top where is
reserved 2 place for such stuff and thus was affsorded & natural
introduction to 2 conwersational opening. I vuﬂaa T need not have
wondered. how to begin for she was guite Drimeﬂ for a2 conversation with
anyone who might-be oecupying:the cmmp&rtmeﬂt She thought I was an
American.I acknowledged thﬂ honor and said as much in words. Well,she
didn'$ know ‘whether it was ‘any more honorable to be an Ameriean th“n

to b2 of any other nationality. Attal glrl gays I.Let's“hear ynur
indictrient of the Ameriean race. She didn't spare us ,believe.mel We
Americons who come to europe for three or four monf n@,then return. to
Ameriea 2nd think we ore aualified to institute & comparison between
Burope 2nd America; Americe wes this and Americe waigthat.5cetc.ete, -

I Yeb h&r talk until in'sheer exhauﬁtinn she laughingly quit when she
saw the rather quizzical grin I must-have been wearing. Then 1 began to
kTad. "her. Ho ﬁ Ehﬂ ever been in America? Wn? Then how could she have been
so competent to judge America dnd say such harsh things about the
country =28 she had? Could she speak Bnglish? No? Then why criticse 2ll
Amerieans bec2use they Gﬂdlﬂ not gpenk more langus ggs then their own.
Here in Zurope where one nation need but streteh - neck 2nd ThwsS.
esn look into the other's hack vard it was not to'be wondered &t

ﬂ'bmre a it
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b2t SG
any Bhropeans know other l=snguages than their own. She had been‘'in
Spain for séveral monthsj I had never been there and could ﬂﬂ“k

better Spanish thon she; ete. ete, An Ameriean 4id not need wait. for
several weeks before institutiing a comperison bhetween America and
Burope: =2°few ddys,perhaps & few hours would ~2fford him eno ugh tu STy
that Americe was forty years ahead of the Continent.It isn't necestary
to live in & prison for & year.-or severzl years before correctly"
concluiing that the inmotes thereof have less freedom than those autsiaa
And so on went the argument until we both.dropped off ot Fulda,l to °F

[ !

2 o oea o rmd ae Ao oo 2o o _?mm"mﬂs_-ﬁ‘p‘ :
Horaee Grﬂeley " Go West,young woman,go west and grow uﬁ?wlth Tesl
country” . N
A typieal instance of the relative progress of the nations
mey be mentioned. In America,there is practically no village or himlet
so smell that the transportztion or means thereof is not more mechanical
then (to coin a word) horsical. Autos are more GGMMﬂn_thﬁn beasts of
burden. Here,ths automotrile is Xknown/but not so well. I would be:willing
to say that thﬂrﬂ are more caréa in Oleani then there is in thig eityrof
Vunieh with its 700,000 people. Most! ofthe inhabitnnts ride bieycles
ands therein show the forty rears difference. Everybody seems to be on
2 bike, from.the little kid who has just bout learned to navigite upon
its own two tender feet to the o0ld lady just 2bout ready to drop into
the grave. - k4 ' :
A word sebout student life. I have registered 2t the University
here,2nd occasionally attend some o the lectures in the course I am
i1z _lng. It is not compulsory to attend:all lectures,and since 1 can
accomplish more in the privacy of my room than in the big halls of thzt
Dpplmlﬂg I usually go \no more then ohce & week. All the st d nts =I
th re may-be eight or nine thousand- belong to some society or what
we would call Fraternity. They 2ll wear hﬂts,smmething on the style of
Etreet car conductor,with the colored band of the orgsnization to
which they belong. Typieal looking,he=thenish minded,pompous &and
overbearing. The other day whilst on my way to the University,whither
I ordinarily gn in my habit,three of them ecame 2long the pavement.There
was not room for three- of them and for me to pass,so the end lad tried
to brush me into the gutter.I figured he might attempt that so braced-
my shoulder just hefore nessing and by quickly snopping it in footwall
fashion and placing the back of my shoe where it would do the most good
(for me,l mean) he soon found himself sprawled on th:z side walk.He got
up ripping bad and was just about to come at me with his cane when one
of the others whispered thaet I was =n American citizen. Magic word!l
Perhaps he had been on the front and rseslled a2 few things for all
passed on., But,this instonce is just typieal of the tre“tmen* you
receive, Half GF the staff must be atheisticalithe student body for
the most part is red anarchistic,anti-elerical, I am not worrying any

for as 1 teold Mury the Americon Consul , AL 2 ytﬂlﬂ“ i . gtarted T
figure to be in &% %ﬁm fPinish,Perhaps it will my own but 4L

BT in the come . ;
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vou & few notesd, & Coup le pages from-my German

Now,then, I hove given g gt 11 Par e rEAk bR

living llfﬁ. Suﬁpuse we -

recsults of the fcrnﬂll Rutgers "nd Canisius
e . ,out inispite 0 my downheartedness,
gomess I om MO BBVAPL -5t terriblp blow, I om mighty clad I was not
pert * when it happened, That wopld have been the blow.to kill
Tather. I notice thﬁt the old gang i still &t it: Carroll,Reilly,
Lenneally,Connors,Cummings ,lMeCarthy, Green MeAndrews. Then hack again
with us is our Dld friend J’wn Cannihgh*m whom I know- is making g£o d,
”illle Logue from Johnstown =nd Lﬂ?ﬂ?ﬁl new.  men, Smppnse Clem Flynn is
with you,;21tho I hezrd he wa L'“W*ln,xunninﬁ that outfit up in Olean.,
The subs are 21so re membered: Burke Lruess,Kowalski,ete. Too long
to name you gtl and perhaps some.of Fou are not there. That last sentemme
hasg & distamﬂtly Irish flavor, Mere ®han likely Jarp is bzginning
to assemble his erew for basket=ball practises That brings out Bo,Bill
bcClnuﬂ,wtc. Get in there nuqﬂ:ac s&vmnw against Canisius in thﬂt
raneh, =3 G 3

.
-

T have heard th“

Heard about -your initistion prn&%edingﬁ up- in Olean-and am glad
you @1l enjoyed yourselves so heart#ly. Welcome to the new men and may |
their joy next year be in proportiod tothe mental anguish they may |
haye suffered this sezsgon. & '

I eould not conelude this letter without t=21ling vou that I miss
you,all more than I can adequatelry axpress. 1 had rather antieipated
b51ug donely after -the four vears spent with the gang,but newver
imagined it would be so terrible “531t was for tho first weeks: I
remember you 21} every .day =2t Mass &nd wmuld ask you 211l to sometimes
Think of me when you fe=l -like fallfng asleep in the h“ﬁel in the

moOrnNiAg, Just 2n oeensional Ave th”§ nvnr"tk1nr may go well with me,

that if-4t De Gnd s will I may eomegback- -to you again-in Allegany:l am
not much for showing what I feel bus I Goulﬂ not think sny more of ; rou,
dear old gang of mine,whether vou =¥e token collzsetively or |
individually, than I dm of my own brothers. Be good, stufy hard and -
fulfill the hopes you c=rtﬂin1y must have for yourﬂelv=q snd ' whiech I
know your porents have for you. I shall be always delighted to hear
frnm ny of ymu,ﬁlthn as I have- menflonad befure I mry no# ﬁlwayﬂ be

mﬂﬁ*gmi hvm*sﬁﬂtﬂqs“mn 15 thi rd. atEEMTt I feel he will make ‘good.
| ‘hﬂn you go up town 2nd drop in to the New York resta urant,sresent my
cmm_llments to Pavl 2nd tell him I would give anythingrterhave him -
somehwre near me, The food here is nnthing too plantiful,but: then I

am alive, am feeling mueh better than I have in years:sinee:I usu2lly
get to bed between eight 2nd nine and stoy there until six the next
morning. I am not attempting too much work this first semestre but
intend ‘to hit:it:rup:gradu2lly. I hope yousell heve a very pleasant
Thenksgiving Day and that your coming Xmaeg -may be a real Mary Xmés -

a h?l%tm“ with 28 much jmy,tﬂ vou 28 the first Christmas morning and

f rst Chitssmes gift brought to the heart of our Mother lary. Mey,

God love and bless you:all and mey we 21l meet agoin,if not here at
least hereafter. liy sincere blessing and gIem‘lnﬂc to all;
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Fondly and fraternally, i
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