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| (BITE) MOTHER SAYS SHE HAPPY

IT WAS DAY HUMBER 2 FOR THE HEARING ..AMD IT DIDA*T
TAKE LONG FOR GENESEE COUNTY COURT JUPGE GLEN B¢
MORTON TO DECIDE THAT GOODELL WAS INDEED COMPETANT
TO STAND TRIAL. . |
GOODELL IS CHARGED WITH DRIVING TH£ CAR THAT SLAMMED
INTO ANOTHER VEHICLE CONTAINING ERIC HAMM=JOHNSON..
MINDY BEALS..RHONDA REEVES ..ALL 17 ..AD THEIR 55 VI
OLD DRIVING INSTRUCTOR..PATRICK COLLINS.. ALL 4 DIED
AN OVERFLOW CROWD HAD TO BE MOVED TO A LARGER
COURTROOM WHE THE HEARING BEGAN.. THE DEFENCE ARGUED
GOODELL SUFFERS FROM RETRO GRADE AMNESIA..DUE TO
ALCOHOL ABUSE...HE DOES NOT REMEMBER MUCH ABOUT THE
ACCIDENT .. THUS HE IS NOT COMPETANT TO STAND TRIAL
ON THE MANSLUGHTER CHARGES... THE #ROSFCUTION ADMITS
GOODELL IS SUFFERING FROM A PARTIAL LOSS OF MEMORY
BUT HE IS NOT INCAPACITATED IN ANY|WAY AND COULD
ESSSIST IN HIS OWN DEFENCE..THE JUDGE AGREED..

BITE D.a.

BITE  MOTHER AGAIN ABOUT BIRTHDAY
NO DATE HAS YET BEEN SET FOR THE TRIAL..NUMEROUS OTHE
LEGAL HEARINGS MUST FIRST TAKE PLACE...IT COULD BE
WELL INTO MNEXT YEAR BEFORE THE CASE ACTUALLY GOES TO
COURT....IN BATAVIA K.R. CHANNEL 7 EYEWITNESS NEWS
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GOODELL HEARING
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**TAKE VOENG HERE***

SUPER: GENESEE COUNTY
COURTHOUSEZBATAVIA

,_-;v\?/so‘\"'f* 2'0

SUPER:™ LIN BARTLETT-TAYLOR

(MOTHER OF MINDY BEALS)

OUTCUE: _

ENG RS oA

* HREANEHORTAG

A DECISION TODAY IN THE
COMPETANTCY HEARING OF LYNDON
GOODELL. ..

THE 23 YEAR OLD BATAVIA MAN WILL
STAND TRIAL FOR MANSLAUGHTER..

HE CHARGES STEM FROM LAST SUMMERS
HEAD_ON CRASH THAT KILLED THREE

" PEMBROKE B CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

STUDENTS AND THEIR DRIVING INSTRUCTOR
GENESSEE COUNTY COURT JUDGE GLEN
R. MORTON AGREED WITH THE
PROSECUTION. . THAT EWEN THOUGH GOODELL
IS SUFFERING FROM A PARTIAL LOSS OF
MEMORY..HE IS NOT INCAPACITATED IN
ANY WAY ...AND COULD ASSIST ‘IN HIS

OWN DEFENCE...
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NO TRIAL DATE HAS YET BEEN SET SINCE
THERE WILL BE FURTHER HEARINGS
REGUARDING SUPRESSION OF EVIDENCE
AND OTHER LEGAL MATTERS... IT COULD
BE WELL INTO NEXT YR. BEFORE THE
CASE ACTUALLY GOES TO COURT....
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Goodell Labeled Competent

Goodelliscompe‘enttostandu'lalon

The hearing to determine his competency to
standuialisscheduledtoconﬂmetodayat
11:30 a.m.

District Attorney Ronald L. Fancher Monday -
calledaswimexsesDr.HedyTashas,a
psychiatrist with the Genesee County
Health Unit, and Dr. Joseph Langen, a
psychologist at a Rochester clinic. Both
performed court-ordered exams of Goodell.
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\When Jim Miles and his friends spotted a
motorist swerving back and forth across the
double-yellow line in Greece late Wednesday
night, they couldn’t help but think of the three
Pembroke students and their teacher who were
killed last week in an accident linked to drunken
driving.

So they forced the motorist to the side of the
road and flagged down police.

“I hope someone else would do it too, and not
just drive by,” said Miles, 20; of Penfield. “He
could have hit someone.”

“The guy definitely was going to kill himself,”
added Nick Sacchitella, 20, of Greece, Miles’
passenger. “He wouldn’t have made it home
alive. We knew that, and we had to stop him.”

After spotting the car swerving at least 10
times back and forth over the yellow line, Miles
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Deaths Prompt
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used his vehicle to force the car to the side of the
road.

Then the group flagged down police, who
charged Hanh Do, 37, of Gates, with driving
while intoxicated and failure to keep right.

Just seven days earlier, a car driven by
Lyndon D. Goodell reportedly had traveled errat-
jcally for about 20 miles before slamming into a
Pembroke driver-education car, killing three 17-
year-old students and their driver-education
teacher.

In that case, at least three witnesses said they
had spotted the Goodell vehicle moving erratical-
ly. Police responding to citizen complaints
reached the accident scene less than a minute
after the deadly crash.

The tragedy spawned a great deal of public
\

Action on Erratic Car

awareness about the perils of drunken driving,
especially after the public learned that one of the
dead students had been a leader in the group
Students Against Driving Drunk.

Pembroke school officials and Genesee Coun-
ty law-enforcement officials used the accident’s
wide media attention to remind the public about
the deadly consequences of drunken driving.

Deputy Glenn Greibus, who logged the Do
arrest, said it is common to field telephone com-
plaints about suspected drunken drivers, but
rare for a citizen to take direct action.

But Sacchitella, after the Pembroke tragedy,
felt his civic duty was clear.

“To make the community better, people have
to care about each other,” Sacchitella said.
“People have got to get involved.”
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Ruling Puts Fair Limit
On Required Drug Tests

I N RULING AGAINST massive drug
testing for teachers, New York
State’s highest court has wisely upheld
the individual’s right of privacy. There
are situations where drug testing of
public employees is so firmly in the
public interest that the right of privacy
properly takes second place. But this is
not one of them.

The unanimous ruling ends a man-
datory drug-testing program for proba-
tionary teachers in the Patchogue-Med-
ford school district on Long Island. In
effect, it will also prevent such pro-
grams from being instituted at other
public schools in the state. And it will
have implications for all drug-testing
programs affecting public employees
except those directly responsible for
public safety.

The Court of Appeals ruled that the
school’s testing program violated pro-
visions in the state and federal consti-
tutions against “unreasonable searches
and seizures.” The distinction here
seems a valid one. Asking an individu-
al to give up urine for a drug test is as
much a search as going through one’s
pockets or desk. And a search is unrea-
sonable if it is conducted at random,
without substantial reason.

Quite rightly, the ruling will not ap-
ply to situations where a teacher or
other employee has exhibited suspi-
cious behavior so that a drug test is
warranted. In the case of a “reason-
able suspicion” of drug use, the court
says, the constitutional prohibition
does not apply, because the search be-
comes a reasonable one.

Thus schools or other public employ-
ers will still have the option, as they

should, of requiring drug tests when
there is reason to think an individual is
a drug user.

No one advocates hiring drug ad-
dicts to be teachers. Teacher hiring
should involve close scrutiny of a can-
didate’s credentials and character.
And school administrators should be
well enough acquainted with how their
teachers are doing so that they would
spot signs of possible drug abuse. Re-
quiring a test should be allowable if
such evidence is found. But there
should be no need for testing of all
teachers.

The ruling is not expected to affect
drug-test policies of police and fire de-
partments, drug enforcement units and
other agencies involved directly with
public safety. This is a valid exception.
There is good reason to sanction man-
datory testing where an employee’s
drug use could present a clear public
danger.

Also unaffected by the decision are
private employers, many of whom now
have routine drug testing programs,
especially for new employees. They are
not covered by the Constitution’s rules
on what the state may do and have
wider latitude to set testing as a condi-
tion of employment. '

With drug use a rampant problem in
American society, a balance has to be
found between prohibiting all testing
by public employers and allowing tests
to become too intrusive. We agree with
the Court of Appeals that the mandato-
ry teacher tests went too far, and with
its decision outlawing them, the court
has added usefully to the definition of
reasonable standards.
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Alcohol Woes,
Record
Goodell

Criminal
Dogged

By GENE WARNER

A nearly-empty bottle- of
whiskey pulled from the twisted
wreckage of an automobile has
emerged as key evidence
against a Batavia man with a
long history of alcohol-related
crimes, according to police
probing the head-on collision
that took the lives of three Pem-
broke Central High School stu-
dents and their driver-education
teacher.

Lyndon D. Goodell, the unli-
censed driver of the car that
slammed into the driver-education
car on a Route 5 curve in the Town
of Batavia Wednesday, has a

v Specialists help Pembroke
“family” cope with tragedy.
PAGE C-1
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lengthy courtroom history of alco-
hol-related crimes and apparently
had been drinking with a friénd be-
fore the crash, investigators said.
Goodell and Carol L. Rokicki, the
owner of the car involved in the
crash, had shared much of a fifth of
Jack Daniels whiskey in the parking
lot of the Eastern Hills campus of

Medic. Bryant & Stratton Business Institute along Route 5 near Eastern Hills

in Clarence before deciding to cut
classes and drive to Goodell’s home
in Batavia, authorities charged late
Wednesday. Both attend the school.

Both Goodell and Ms. Rokicki
were seriously injured in the head-
on collision that took the lives of
teacher Patrick E. Collins, 55, of
Elma, and students Eric Hamm-
Johnson, Kathlena “Mindy” Beals
and Rhonda L. Reeves, all 17-year-
old Corfu residents.

Police revealed, however, that
they have a “preliminary state-
ment” given by Ms. Rokicki.

Genesee County Sheriff W. Doug-
las Call said Goodell and Ms. Rok-
icki “acquired a bottle of Jack Dan-
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Ms. Rokicki’s red 1976 Grand
Prix, with Goodell at the wheel and
a sign reading “I Brake for Halluci-
nations” in the window, was seen
driving erratically at high speeds

ell enrolled in the

and in Pembroke, and a Sheriff's Campus of Bryant &
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Department patrol car racing to in-
tercept it reached the intersection
nearest the accident only about “20
or 30 seconds” too late, police said.

The eastbound Grand Prix, wit-
nesses and police estimated, was do-
ing 60 to 65 mph when it rounded a
slight curve shortly before 1 p.m.
Wednesday, veered into the west-
bound lane and hit the driver-educa-
tion car head-on. Student driver
Rhonda Reeves, the sheriff said,
would have had only an instant to
see the oncoming car and had “no
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nce at all” to avoid the collision.
The morning of the crash, inves-
tigators said, the 23-year-old Good-
ell and Ms. Rokicki, 19, agreed to
meet outside the business school
campus.

Ms. Rokicki, a North Tonawanda
resident, was scheduled to graduate
Monday as an administrative secre-
tary. She attended her class in job
preparation from 8:55 to 9:45 a.m.
Wednesday, then picked up her cap
and gown in the school bookstore,
according to Lora Vahue, school
manager.

She was seen walking out of the
building with Goodell at about 10:45
a.m.

Ms. Rokicki had another class
scheduled from 11:40 a.m. to 1:25
p.m., but she never came back.
Goodell also had a full day of clas-
ses scheduled, but didn’t show up
for any, according to Mrs. Vahue.

Instead, police say, they went out
to Ms. Rokicki’s car and drank. And
then, after about an hour and a half,
they decided to drive to Goodell’s
home at 205 W. Main St., Batavia.

“We did find the bottle in the
car,” said Sheriff Call. “We had
three people who reported the errat-
ic driving characteristics of this
car. So we think that we’ve got not
only probable cause to believe that
the person was intoxicated at this
point without a blood test, but very
compelling evidence to that effect.”

Goodell and Ms. Rokicki both
were listed in serious condition late
Thursday, Goodell in Erie County
Medical Center and Ms. Rokicki in
DeGraff Memorial Hospital, North
Tonawanda. Testing of a court-ap-
proved blood sample taken from
Goodell after the accident is expect-
ed to be completed in about a week.

Goodell was not charged immedi-
ately because he was comatose af-
ter the accident, Call said. Charges
of driving while intoxicated, failure
to keep right, operating without a
license and a seat-belt violation are
pending against him, the sheriff
said.

Both Call and Undersheriff Ron-
ald W. Hallman said they have
found no record from the Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles that Goodell
ever had a driver’s license. Part of
the crash probe will center on
whether Ms. Rokicki knew Goodell
was unlicensed when she let him
drive her car, police indicated.

Once Goodell's blood test results
are gequrned, a grand jury could
consider charges of vehicular man-

slaughter or criminally negligent
homicide, said Genesee County Dis-
trict Attorney Ronald L. Fancher. If
Goodell were convicted of a felony,
he would be sentenced as a persis-
tent felon because of his prior re-
cord, law-enforcement sources said.

That record, emerging as the in-
vestigation continues, shows that
Goodell’s 23-year-life also includes a
difficult family background, a Navy
discharge related to a prior arrest,
a confessed desire to make alcohol
in jail and a jail escape that lasted
three days. In one incident, court
records show, his own father may
have pointed a gun at his head.

Goodell has a history of alcohol
abuse that dates back to at least
1983, when he was 19 years old, ac-
cording to records in the Genesee
County clerk’s office.

At a -May 1984 sentencing on a
third-degree burglary charge, Good-
ell's lawyer told County Judge
Glenn R. Morton that Goodell had
been drinking heavily at the time of
the burglary.

The attorney, an assistant public
defender, also pointed to Goodell's
previous record of petty thefts and a
felony grand larceny conviction.

“In each and every incident
there was the use of alcohol or some
form of drug,” he told the judge.

Goodell had a spotty employment
record and was unable to keep a
steady job.

“I think that problem is due to
the alcohol abuse,” his attorney said
in Genesee County Court.

Goodell also was discharged
from the Navy because of a prior
arrest, according to a court tran-
script.

His criminal record shows con-
victions or guilty pleas in four
cases, for unlicensed operation of a
vehicle, third-degree burglary, at-
tempted possession of stolen proper-
ty and attempted escape.

His previous status as a youthful
offender prevented authorities
Thursday from releasing details on
other earlier cases, including the
theft from a church and at least one
disorderly-conduct conviction.

Court records also paint a pic-
ture of a difficult upbringing.

One presentencing report men-
tioned an incident in which Goodell
“may have had a gun pointed at his
head by his own father.”

“His family situation is not the
most ideal,” his attorney told Judge
Morton in May 1984. “I would sub-
mit to the court that such an up-

bringing doesn’t lend itself to (be-
coming) the normal citizen that we
all try to be.”

Goodell also admitted to his pro-
bation officer that any money he got

_went strictly for the purchase of

aleohol, court records show.

Before sentencing him to a pris-
on term of 114 to four years on the
burglary charge in May 1984, Judge
Morton said Goodell had some
“very serious problems” and needed
extensive counseling.

One month later, on June 18,
1984, Goodell lowered himself
through an office ceiling and fled
through the basement of the Gene-
see County Jail. Caught at MacAr-
thur Park in Batavia three days
later, Goodell told deputies he had
been living in the brush and was
looking for a place to “make booze"
while in jail.

In October 1984, Goodell was sen-
tenced, as a repeat felony offender,
to another prison term of 1l to
three years at Elmira Correctional
Facility. The sentences were to be
served consecutively.

Genesee County authorities
Thursday said Goodell was paroled
late last year, after about two years
in prison. They explained that Good-
ell probably received credit for time
served and for “good time.”

Authorities had no record of
Goodell holding a job since he was
paroled.

In April, Goodell enrolled in the
Eastern Hills Campus of Bryant &
Stratton Business Institute, where
he was studying business manage-
ment, according to Mrs. Vahue.

Goodell had told college officials
he attended a junior college in Alba-
ny and Daemen College. But there
was nothing in his file to indicate he
had a criminal record, Mrs. Vahue
said. She learned about his past
from sheriff’s deputies.

Mrs. Vahue said Goodell was a
first-term business-management
student. She said there is no record
of any trouble with him, and he was
not involved in student activities.

“I don’t think he got into the
school enough to be a known stu-
dent,” Mrs. Vahue said.

Plans for a memorial service for
the four victims are expected to
completed today. Tentative plans
call for the service to be held at 2
p.m. Sunday at the junior-senigr
high school, Superintendent Richard
F. Kelly said.

“It will be a total school commu-
nity memorial,” Kelly said.
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