~ublicity through the pross has been initiated, and this should
be extended. Posters and letters should be distributed to vicinity
high schools, as cur rrogram, even at this carly stage, is one of the

most expansive in western Ilsw York stata,

To the same cond, a high school press conference should be held
yearly on the campus 28 was done in the thirtics with some succoss.
In cocrdination with this, thors should be an annual award cenpetition
for the best high schocl papers as Judged by the journalism faculty
at 5t. Bonaventurc Collegs, This plan has tke sanction of Father
Thomas and Father Irenaecus, who suggested recently that the press
confercnece program bo rovived.

4. Conecenvration in Journalism. The great pressing need cf the
year of preparation, howcvor, has boon a clcearer definition of plans
for thec expansion of the Journalism program, I%t is this primarily
which prompted the preparation of the report, since students interoct..
ed in pursuing a journalistic carcer lnquire frequently whether tho-
will be avle to pursué the journalism curriculun cs a najor rield cf
concentration,

The findings of A Survey of Journalisn Education in Catholic
Colleges in the U.S. (BAppcnaix I) crphasize very definitely taat
there cxlsts a dearth of cducation in Journalism in Cathelic colleges
not only in New York state and the rest of the Enst but throughout
the nation, In lNew York State, only Fordham University, which
launched its present cxpanded progranm in the fall of 1948, offcrs a
fuller program than ours, and only Siena College can be sald to be -
the same class with us.

This deplorable situntion can be troced for tho most part to
indiffcrence and neglcet on the part of college educators, The cry.-
ing nced of the hour, as so strongly brought out in rccent cssays in
leading journals ch in the exhortations of at lcast onc groent
Christion crusader®, is for good Catholic writors., Certoinly the
Catholic journalism school is not the soloe ountainhcad for producing
such men and women, but is o najor onc. As shown by a rccens survey,
journalism education in Catholic collcgoe is "generally accented
where a denand is nade for it, but...grecator intcegration of this
study night be nade within collegss and botween colleres to Catholic
advantage_for the lay apostolate of producing militont Catholic
writers,"S

It 1s intcrceting to note just how neplected the natter is. A
comnunication in April, 1948, to the Journclism Scetion from tho
Department of Education of thg Hational Grtholic Welfarc Confercnce,

2 Refercnee is mode especitlly to an article in Atlantic Momthly for Jonuary, 194¢

by Harry Sylvestor, to onother article in the Fobruary 28, 1948, issuc of
Commorwenl, =nd te the cstablishment of o $30,000 novel award and o $10,000
drome award by Father Jemes Kcller and Tho Christophcrse. In lire Sylvestorts
article; he writes: "There arc no living American Cotholics who are major
grlto;s. gy twg rules gf thurb, I suggest that fmcrionn Catholie writcrs have
cen found wanting; individunll they've failed to p a suffieci
quantity of work or (2) 2 hipn gaaliti of 1,0 produce (1) o sufficient

3
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