A weleTiom L1 ¢ a.wEmmJ_lJ i
1I SR ﬂ":'h;r;i Wt&ﬂbt ‘jagiaq{s
Y. i SLE E-i’é#fsj -ﬂl—({lm _




Ffathor Joseph de la 1u¢hﬁ Jallion's Letter
st BONAVEL®

& Frignﬂ 1n Parlo g;&muava*'

wrl LIBRARY
N, Y.

"Sir,

"Though far awey, 1t 1s still pormitted to- visit our frionds
bty missives which render the stsent nresent. tur Inllans were amazed
at 1t, seein~ us often write to our Fathers st a dlst nce, and that Lty
our letters they loarn our ideas, and what the (semc) Indlans had done
at our residence. fter havin- made some stoy 1o cur Canede convent,
and communlcatsd vith our Fathers »nd the (Reverend) Jesult Fethers,

I wes compelled ty a roliplous affectlon tn vislt the sedentery nr tlons,
whon we onll Iurons, and with me the fev, Fathers Ireteufl anc de .oue,
Josults, Havine arrived there with all the hordahiose thot eny ono nay
imagine, ty recaon of the wretchod way., oometlnes afterwerds 1 recolvaed
a latter from our Hoverend Fothor Josenh ls Coron, bty which he eneourapr-
el me to prse on to & natlion wo call Meutral, f which tho intropreter
(Prusle) told wonders. Meouraced, then, ty so rood 2 Mither, and the
rrrnl account gslven me of these people, I started for tholr country,
gcitluz out fron the Hurona with this dealen Uctoter 1tth, 102¢, vith
men called Orenolc and Laveloe, Fronchmen by kirthe. .ossine the Jotun
nation, I made sequaintonce en’ friendehdp with aw Indlan eklel, who 1s
in groot eredit, who promised to gulde me to the Leutrsl nrtlong, A
aup»ly Indinns to carry our kageame and whet little nrovision we hndj
for to thin: to live ir those countrics re nendlesnts lc self=docali;
theae noople -~ivine~ only £ far rs@ you 5tllge them, so thet you must
often make long stares, and often spend many nichts wWith no shalter tut
the sters. Ho ™M1l lel whet he had sromlaed to our satisfretlon, nd
we slapt only five mighte in th~ woods, @2 on the slxth day crrived zt

tkn "irst villr-e, where wo voere well recelved, thanis to our Loxd, ond



thien ot four other villeres, which onvied ench other in tringing uas
food,==gone voenlson, others squashes, neinthuony, and the test they
hada

"All wer: uotoulshed to see no dressed vs i wns, and to seo
that I deslred nothinr of thelrs, oxcept thit I invited them (t: sigms)
to 1ift thelr eyes to hoaven, ralo the sipn of the erﬂaﬂ;Eﬁnﬂ rocelve
th- falth -~ Jesus Chriaé} “hat fliled them witlh wonder wos to so2 me
rotlre at certolin hours in the dnr to prar t» 30d and atternd to ny
spiritunl affalrs, for ther hal nover seen relipglousn, except tounrds the
Petuneux and 'urons, thelr neightors. 4t lonst we arrived at tio sixth

village, whers 1 hal teen zdvised to remaoiln. I ealled a eouncll,

~omark by the way, if you plense, they call every assemtly a councll.
Tror held them us ofton ns 1t plocsas the chlefse They 3it on the
ground, in & cakln, or the open flold, in profound (vory strict) silonce,
while the chlef haranrues, onl thoy are inviolstle otservors of whit

has onec keon concluded a.d resolved.

"Thore I told them, 28 well ve I could, ¢ :t I come orn tehalf
of the Freuc! to contrret nllliance and friendship with thom, and to ine
vite ther t2 cone to tredes I also borpod them to gllow o to remaln
in thelr country to (e atle to) instruct them in the law of our 35od,
which 1o tho only means of polng to Hewven (laradlsc)s They accoptod
all my offors, and showed m~ thet thoy were vory agrecctlos. 3eins nuch
consoled =t thla, I mnde than » present of whnt littlo I had, as 1little
knlvoe and othor triflea, and which thor ostecmed hi~hly. For in this
country nothinge 1s done with the Inidiens without mo il ¢ thonm some kind
of & preaonts In return thoy adopted me, 8 thoy soy == thit is to DAY,
they declerod me a eitlzen mnl child of tia country, and rmaye ﬁﬁ in
trust == mark of grect affoction -=- to Jouhorissen, who was my fethor
and host; for accordins to ape, the; are pccustomad to erll us cousln,
trother, son, uncle, or nophow, Thile nmun ig the chief of the arectest
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eredit and authority thnt hes ever kocon in all these nctions; for he
12 not only chlef of this villepe, tut of all those ~f his nation, comn=
nosel of (in oumter) twenty-olght towns, clitles and villagss, ma@s llke
those in the !'uron country, and also of several little hemlots of seven
or elght catins, tullt in wvarious pcrts convenlent for fishing, hunting
or agriculture. It 1ls unexampled in the other nstiono to hove so stso-
lute a chicf. != acquired this honor and power ty his courrge, and by
hovine teen repectedly ot war with seventeen nstliong, which ars thelr
eneml=2s, andl token heads or trourht in prlsoners from them alls Those
who are aso vallant sre much esteomed smons thom, amd, elthough they hove
only the clut, tow and arrow, yet they aro, nevorthslesa, very adrolt
and warllhke with thease arms.

"Aftor 211 this cordlal weleoms our Frsnchmcnfgéturnad, pn? I
remnined, the happlest man in the world, hoping to do somethins~ there
to advenee God'c r~lory, or ot least to discover the means (which would
ke no amall thins, and tn endorvor to discover the mouth of th: river
of the Miroquols (Ilarara), in order to Erine then to trode)e I A1d
my Ltest to loarn thelr mannors and way ~f livince Jardinrs my stay I
visited thom in thelr ectlne to imow end inetruct them. I found them
tractatle onourh, ant I often made the 1ittle children, who are very
Eright, naked on’ dishovelled, make the slmn of the (holy) crosse I
remarked thrt 1un all the country I met no humptaclk, "ne=eyed, or deform=-

ad persons,it

#llere in 3= ard 1o tho Tollowing: "I havoe alwaycs scen thenm conastant in
thelr resolution to go with st leaat four cances to the trede, If I
would pulde them, the whole difflculty keing thot we Al3 not lmow the way.
Yourquet, an iandlen hunter kmown In those countrics, who had come there
with twenty of his men hunting for teaver, and who toock fully flve hundred,
would never clve us any merk to now the mouth of the river. [e and
several of th: lurons anssured us well that 1t was only ten days' Journcy
to the trading place; tut we werc afrald of takingc ons rlver for nnothor,
and losing our way, or dylnrs of hunger on the land.” This was ovidently
the Hlagera rlver and the route through Lake Untario. e apparenidy
crossed the rlvar, as he was on the Iroquols frontier. Tic ommiaslion
of t'2 preserc bty Le Clerco was evidently coused ty the =~llusions to trode.
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"During three nonths I had every reason in the world to e
satlsfled with my people; tut the l'urons, hsving dlscover:d thrt I
talked of leading them to trede, spread in ¢ll the villnpes vhore we
pnased vory tad reports atout mej that I was & grect maglclan; tﬁat 4
had talintosd tlie alr o thelr country and polsocned meny; thet 1f they
did not ki1ll me soon thst I would et flre tu thelr vlillages snd kill
all their children. In fine, I was, =8 the, suld, a2 groat astutanite--
th't 1s thelr wurd to meoun him who performs soreceries, whon thoy hold
in rrort horror, nd now, ty tlie way, th: & there arc z grest nany
gorcerors, who protend to hoal dlsa:ges bty mumnerlies and othar fancles.
In » word, the lurons toldl them so mueh ovll of us, to prevent thelr
goings tc trode; tiizt thoe "renoh weroe unapproachakl; rude, sed, melin-
choly people, who live onl: on sioskes ond polson; that we eat thunder,
whieh they lmaplne Lo ke on vaparcilaled chimorr, relating ¢ thousand
atronre storles rtout 1ty thet we 211 hod o 46l 1llke npdnmade; thet the
vomen hed only one nipple in the centre of the treast; thit the tere
five »pr six children et £ timo; eddlins n thousand othoer shourdiiles
to make us hrted by them, janl provent thelr tradlns with us, so thrt
troy mipght hry the trede with thosoe notlons thermselv:s eaxcluslvaly,
whlelb 1s vopyy nrofltetle to t-he,ar,ﬁ In f:et, these gnod necple, who oro
very ozsr Lo porsunio, grew vory susplclous of pe. 8 BOOR G8 any onue
fell oick, tkoy come to u8k me whether it wes not true that I had
pelsoned him, ard thet they woull surely xill oo If 1 314 Aot cure hin.
I he! grent d1fficulty in edcunlurs and defendiyis rysolf. .t last ton
men »f tho lrst villaprn, called wuarorcnon, on: day's Journory from the
Iroquols, thalr relotives ond friends, combng to trade ut our viilage,
crri@ €0 vislt me, r:d luvlted me to core o2 see then 1n thelr vllispe.
1 promlsad to Jdo so without fell whan the suiw eoosed (melted), ad to
rive them all some 1little nresents (trifles), with which tire; soemed
antisfied. Thoar=upon thor loft th erbln whore I was livinge, clways
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concanlin~ tholr ovil deslens acolnst me.  Scelrne th b 1L wes growing
late, they eamns knck after me, ami akruptly Loren £ currrel without
provocrtlon. One knocked m~ down with & tlow ~f hia flst; anothor
tookx rn axe ad tried to split my heads God ovortod hls hand; the
tlow fell on n tar (post) near me, I also received much other illu
troatment; tut thet is what we csme to seek In this cruntry. Becominp
somewhrt a-pessad, the  ventad thelr wrrth on whet 1ittle ~oods wore
left usj they took our writing-desk, tlanket, trrevizsry, and tag, which
contalned some uinives, needles, awle, and othor smell ok joete »f the
kindes 4And havines thus stripped me, ttey went off sll that nisht, full
of Joy st thelr exnlolt. in arrivins ot the viilose end exominin- the
spoil, touched, perbtaps ty repentence coming from t'e Voet Hirhk, they
sent me kacl our treviory, compass, desi, tlanket snl tap-=empty, how-
avere “hon they arrived in my viilege, called Ounontisraton, there
wore only women there. {h» mer h-d gone to hunt sturse On thelr re-
turn they deelrrod they were mueh grieved 2t the nlsfortuns that had
Eafcllen me {(aft:r which no more wss sald ~tout 1t).

"The roport st once spre-ad to the Hurons th:t I had teen
kl lede un thls the pood Fethors Brsteuf and de on=2, vwho remalned
there, sent Zrenole to me at once to learn the truth, with ordoars to
Etring me brek if I wns etlll alive. The letter they wrote me (with
tha pen of thelr —ood will) 2lso invited m2 to do so. I dld not wish
to neinser them, rs this was thelr advice, nni th:t of 21l tho Frenche
men, who feared more miafortu.~ thoan profit t my death., I accordingly
returned to th2 uron country, wher2 I now #m, all zimirlne the divine
effeects of Fervene The countrr of this Neutrsl nstion is incompereatly
lergar, mor- tecutiful, enid kettor then ony othsr of c£ll thesc countries.
Ther: 1s an 1iner=ditle numtoer of ateps, erect sbtundonce of monse or clk,
tecver, wild csts, ani klaclh aquirrala'iargnr thon the Frenchi a grezst
quanitlty of wild gpeesc, turkevs, erones, z:i<d other -nlmels, which oro
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thor: 211 wintor, wileh 18 not long s=nd rigorous e in Cinadze lio
snow hsl follen by the 22nd of MNovember, and it nevsr weo over two
feot deep, ani kepiu to melt on the 26th Jamusrye on the th of
Farch thoer: wrs none ¢t all in the open slaces, Lticugh there wae &
1ittle 1ndeod stlll left in the low grounds (woode)e . stay there is
quite recre-~tinys snd convenlent; the rivers furnish puek oxeellent
ifeh; the certh clves cood grrln, more than 1s neaded. thoy have
squiashes, teonn, &l oth r vepgoteklos in atunlanee, ond vers pood
ell, which trey ¢-11 Atouronton (o Touronton), so th t I heve no heai-
totlon in saylns th:t we shoull settle thar: rather than clsevwhera.
Jndouttedly witii & lone r sty ther: woul. ko hope of odv: nelng
zod's glory, uhleh should te rore gought 4 r than anything :lse, und
thﬁlrvgﬂﬂﬁﬂrﬂlﬂn to ths frlth 1s mor. to b. hoped for than thot of tho
!‘iurﬂné:l Thelr roul tuslaess 15 huntlngs rul wers wut . f thuu they
aro vory luzy, ro. jou sse thom, llke bogesrs 1lu Froace, whown tasy
aove tholr 111, liing on thelr Bo1ly In the sun. Thelr 1ife, 1lke
thet of the Murons, ie vory innure, oo thelr menners onl customs are
uite the sames Thelr lruquac~e ig diff:reat, Lowev r, vet tha, undare
atond ocel: otizr, r8 the Jlgpmrulns end Joat sncdls dce i

'-? "They say two new Fetlirs hrve core to us fror Fronce, named
Father Tenlel Coursler zuxd Fethor Froncls de Dinvillo, who hud teen
oromiged us last yorrs If thic 1z a0, 1 ter o.f you, ln addition &u
211 tha troukle you taks for o, t7 lot na hove By o sef2 hond & hobtt
thst 1s sont mes It 1o 811 I asl. (forr there 1s no cloth mede Loro,
ours btelns all worn oute I connot do without onele e noor rall;-loua
of Lt. Franels, toavinug food ani ruliment, bove all tholr o ptlly ortion.
42 hope Heawven from God's moodiness (ky the favor of sur pood God), uud
for 1t most wllllupgly serve in the sslvetion of thess klinded n: tions;
we rlsk our lives Iln order th t it may.pleasc Hin, 1f He accepts our

afforts, to nake Christicznlty to btud forth in thoss eountrios. Gl
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permits mertyrdom to those who deserve it. I regret that I em not im <

a fit stste, and, nevertheless, sm not ignorant that to e recognized %

88 & true child of God, we must expose ourselves for our Erethren. '
Let pain and toll come Lrevely then; all difficulties and desth itself
will ke agreealls to me, if God's grace is with me, vwhieh I Teg ky the

means of the prayers of all owr good friends over there, of whom, and ;

of you, sir, I aa, '

“The most lamlle servant in our Lord, |

"Joseph De La Roohe Dallion." i

"Dated at Tonachin (Tomnschain), Huron [

Village, this 184h July, 1627."

Yo ity i .1_*,11__,_...-.11—.-.......-"' e

3



	delarochetrans0001w.jpg
	delarochetrans0002w.jpg
	delarochetrans0003w.jpg
	delarochetrans0004w.jpg
	delarochetrans0005w.jpg
	delarochetrans0006w.jpg
	delarochetrans0007w.jpg
	delarochetrans0008w.jpg

