DEATH TAKES C. P. VEDDER
Former Senator Succumbed to sudden Heart Attack
LONG PUBLIC CAREER

Gallant Record as Soldier in Civil War was followed by activity in
Politics, with Four Years as Assemblyman and Ten as Senator. A Native
of Ellicottville and once One of the most Influential Men in South-
western New York.

Commodore Perry Vedder, at one time one of the most prominent and
influential men of Cattaraugus county, former senator from this dis-
trict and author of the inheritance tax law, died suddenly in New York
city Saturday afternoon. He was taken ill with a heart attack Friday
night at his apartments in the Hotel Majestic, where he had for some
time lived, and failed steadily until the end came. Funeral services
were held at the Hotel Majestic Monday morning, Rev. Dr. G.C. Houghton
of the Little Church around the Corner officiating. Interment will be
made at Ellicottville, for many years Senator Vedder's home.

Mr. Vedder was born at Ellicottville, Feb. 23, 1838, and spent his
boyhood on a farm in that town. 1In early manhood he worked on the
Erie canal, finally shipped as a sailor before the mast and rose to
the position of captain at the early age of 19. All this time he was
saving money to pay for an education, and the outbreak of the war
found him a student at Springville Academy. He also had taught school
for a short time.

Deciding that his duty lay in responding to the call of his
country, he enlisted as a private in the 154th (break in clipping)
the campaign at Atlanta."

Returning to his native state, Col. Vedder studied law and was
admitted to the bar. He had been a Democrat before the war, but
actively interested himself in Republican politics thereafter and held
numerous important state and federal offices, besides being a fre-
quent delegate to state and local conventions. He was register in
bankruptcy from 1867 to 1875, when he resigned, assessor of internal
revenue from 1869 to 1871 and state assessor from 1880 to 1883 between
his two periods of service in the senate. It is said that Senator
Platt urged him to be a candidate for governor.

Mr. Vedder's long legislative career began with his election to
the assembly, where he served continuously for four years. He was on
the judiciary committee throughout his term of service in the assembly
and also on other important committees, including canals and Indian
affairs. During the first year of his service he was made chairman of
the committee to draft articles of impeachment against Justice Barnard
of Tweed Ring notoriety and was one of the managers at the trial of
that official, evincing legal ability of a high order and a wide
knowledge of parliamentary proceedings.

He was first elected to the senate in 1875 and took a prominent
part in the debates of that body, serving as chairman of Indian
affairs and internal affairs. After his service as state assessor, he
returned to the state senate and represented the Cattaraugus-Chautau-
gqua District continuously for eight years from 1884 to 1891. During
nearly all this time he was chairman of the committee on taxation and
retrenchments and also chairman of Indian affairs. He had thoroughly
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familiarized himself with the taxation question and was the author
of the laws taxing inheritances and requiring corporations to pay-
a tax for organization.

As a result of these measures millions of dollars have been paid
into the treasury and a permanent source of revenue provided which
aided materially in the abolition of the direct property tax. He was
also the author of the Vedder liquor bill, which was a high license
measure and was supported by the Republican party in (break in clip-
ping)

In the business world Mr. Vedder was a conspicuous factor. He was
president of many corporations, including the State Bank of Norwood,
the New York & New Jersey Ice Lines, the Elko Mining & Manufacturing
Company and the Falls Electric Power & Land Company. He was a member
of the Presbyterian church, of the Grand Army of the Republic, and of
the Masonic fraternity. He was also a member of the Holland Society,
the Republican Club, and the Lawyers' Club, all of New York city.

Mr. Vedder was married to Bettie E. Squires of Springville on
Septmeber 21, 1862, and to Mrs. Genevieve A. Wheeler of Chicago,

July 12, 1892.
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