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district attorncy of Cuttaraugus county in the fall of 1871, served three vears.,
an:i was re-clected and served another term Mr McVev was wred surro
gatein 1873 and in 1874 moved to Frankhnville,  In 1875 Mr, Scott was
clected county judge and Mr. Laidlaw continued to practice law alone for a

time afterwards.  Later, S. R, McNair, whe had read law with hin wa taken

into partnership, and thes partnership still continues. . Mr. Dandia virs
clected to the IMifticth Caon gross iy the fail of 1886, The Hovse was Demo
cratic. and he was appointed the fiteenth member of the Clame Com 111 ¢

by Speaker Carlisle.  He was clected to th Fifty-nrst Congress an 1838 and
was appointed chairman of the Committee on Claims by Sheaker Roeed. “This
was a very important cominittee, having to deal with :dl kinds of cluins pre-
sented against the government, many of them involving large amounts of
money and requiring the examination of intricate questions of Liw. Upon
the expiration of his service in Congress Mr. Laidlaw resumed the practice of
his profession at Ellicottville, where he now resides.

John C. Spencer practiced law in Allegany about a year, 1864 (il 1867,
but it is not known whence he eame to this county or where he went

Harper H. Phelps practiced in Olean some time prior 1o 1805, and for a
time was a partner with William P. Angel, At a great fire which oceuread in
Olean in January, 1860, Mr. Phelps lost his hic in attempting to rescue his
law library.

Commodore I'. Vedder was burn February 23, 1838, on 2 farm in the fows
of Ellicottville. His parcnts were Duteh and his ancestors fought in the Rey-

u]utinn.fx) war and the War of 1812, He lived in a log hous¢ on i nityv-acre

farm until he was fourteen years of age.  He was then emploved by a butcher
in Great Vidley at §2.50 por month.  In 1834 he wasa driver on the Erie canal.
In the spring of 1835 he went from Great Valley to Cincinnati dos the Alles
gheny river on a ralt.  From Cincinnati he went to Chvelind. Ohia, and
shipped as a sailor before the mast on the brig Alert. bound for ( hivago.  H¢
followed sailing as a living until the close of navigation m 1859, In the third
year of his sca-faring life he was promoted to the positian of mnte, and was
captain of the vessel in 183538 and 185, After leaving the Jakes he took a course
in Springville Academy and finished in 1861, He began the study of Taw with
Judge David H. Bolles in 1861 and taught school during the winters of 1856,
1860. 1861, and 1862. In August, 1862, L+ enlisted asa private m the 154th
N. Y. Vols. and was successively promoted to Beuteénant dnd captain muthat
regiment. At the battle of Chancellorsyville he was taken prisoner and for twi
weeks endured the horrors of Libby prison.  1e was parofed, and whilc undes
p;mxl: wias detailed b)' the Scq retary of war to take L‘h.l!gu of the camp ol
paroled prisoners near Alexandria, Va. In the fall of 3635 he was transferred’
with his regiment to the Army of the Cumberland near *CGhatta woyga - He
participated in the battles of Chancellorsville. Wauhatchie, lookout \ alley,
Lookout Mountam, Mission Ridge, Rocky Face Ridge, and the sicge of Si-«
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vannah, and was on the celebrated march of Sherman from Chattanooga to
Kaoxville, Txan., for the relief of General Burnside, e was also with Gen-
eral Sherman in h!s famous march from Atlanta to the sca and through the
Carolinas. H‘ was discharged in June, 1865, by rcason of the close of the
war. At the battle of Rocky Face Ridge, May ¥, 1864, he was wounded, but
refused a turlnugh after leaving the hospital, and was appointcd by President
Lincoln and the secretary of war to examine applicants for commissions in
colored regiments, with headquartcors at « hattancoga.  Ar the battle of Look-
out Mountain he was breveted major in the United States or regular army
“for gallant and meritorious conduct.” He was promoted to be licutenant-
colonel of volunteers “for bravery in battle  in the campaign from Chatta-
nocga to Atlanta.

After the war he resumed the study of law and in the winter of 1865-66
he attended the Albany Taw School, and was admitted to the bar at Buffale,
May 7. 1866, In May, 1867, he was admitted to practice in the District
Court of the United States for the Northern District of New York., In 1867
he was appointed register in bankruptcy and resigned that position in 1875
to enter the State Senate, From 1872 to 1875 inclusive he was aamember of
the Assembly.  In 1872, as member of the Judiciary Committee, he assisted

Inmvestigating the uniust judges of the city of New York, to wit: Cardozo,

McCunn, and Barnard,  He was chairman of the committee to draft articles
of impeachment against Tudge Barnard and was ;i])]mlnl('(l one of the man-
agets on the trial of that official before the High Court of Impcachment for
maladnumistyation in office.  In 186 he was appointed United States assessor
of mternal revenue and held the office until the next congressional succession.
He was clected to the Senate in 1872 and served in that body during the ses
ons of 1870 and 1877, Tn 1880 he was appointed State assessor by Gov.
cener Cornell and hedd that office until his successor was appointed in 1883,
In 1884 he was again clected to the State Senate and was re-elected three
successive terms thereafter. He was chairman of the Committee on Taxa-
tion and Retrenchment duning the last cight yearShe was in the Senate.  Mr.
Vedder drafied and introduced the bill (o tax gifts, legacies, and collateral
heritances, which became a law in 1885, He drafted and mtroduced a bill
taxing corporations tor the privilege of organizing, which became a law in
1886 also the bill amending the collateral inheritance act of 1885, which
amended act became a law in 1891, under which the succession, by death, of
personal property of §10,000 or more is taxed one per cent. He is now a
member of the Holland Saciety and the Lawyers' Club.  He is president of
the New York and New Jerscy Ice Lines of New York, president of the State
Bank of Norwood, N Y., president of the Elko Milling, Mining, and Manu-
tacturing Company of Randalph, is a member of the G. A. R.. and has an
office in the city of New York  In 1867 he formed a partnership with Will-
iam Manley, of Ellicottville, which continued some time. In 18369 he entered
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