Another punch of Ccl's coliliug
~on to Yecars of Dl,crctlon

Little Vn.lle). March 3] —This is a \Il-
lage of oldtlmers. If you don't belleve
11, drop off the train soire day and take
e look around town.

On' every side you wlil see active men
n{ advanced Yyears. gdlng about thelr
work with the same spirit and vim as
they did a half ceniury ago, with few
exceptions. Within the corporation or
Littie Valley, with 'ts population of 1,300 ,
and somelhlng are some 40 men past!
the alloted three :core and ten, topped
oft with the oldest approaching the age
ot 90, and still In the game, And this is
not a bunch of feeble and tottering old
sge.. With few exceptlons they are all
actively. engaged In various walks of
life.;* " Two or thiree lLave reached that
stage-in-life’s long day where the shad-
ows are'slanting low and the twilight is
coming, but it will follow a day well
spent.- ‘And avide from thls large fleld
of tl}ese who h'\\e passed the three-i

T( Nt L3 PR

—— —

I;MORY SWEE’I‘LAN
4 W..o xs ‘now 73 ycars old.
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quu_rterg mark, there Is nolarge bunch
o colts who are closely approaching
that mark with ne diminution in specd!.

Only. the other dm I started out to
pay.visits to these old men. with a view
() uccrl:\lnlng thelr number and o few
mlexes(ln; points in their histories. It
RS Td.thI A task, because of their num.
ver, byt a pleasant one withal. It took
the'more time bcc:\use of the large num-
ver of them still engaged in active life.
It wnsn t acase of v l:mng fircsides ana
h.lervlewlng wheel chinirs or bedsides.
It was a case of a Young man getting
nired ' rounding up ag<d men who refused
v let thelr age vonthice with work,

| in active businéss ns.a f,

Emory $weetland is one of ihe intes-
-esting lnlkera'-\-of the lot. - He la stlll
at“the
ago of 75 and gets about like a- man of
middle age.’ "His father, the Reverend
Lewis Sweetland, was a Methodist clr-
cult rider and settled In this ‘town in
1830. Mr. Sweetland LR recollectIOns are
very Interesting.™ As a boy he'llved In
5403' house S0 closely: surrounded by
forest. lhal hls*molher had to be warned
from the" house when. the ° "trees; were
felled. lest ‘one’ crush_'the! cnb(n in Its
fall; - Little -Valley .was ﬂrst a huddle
ot a few houses—seven when" )le was a
boy—south of Its, present klte. ' Letter
postage was 25 cents and the - postmas-
| ter took the- only ‘‘newspaper’,in the
|town. He can remcember seelng half a
|dozen deer herding- -with'their cows and
of shooting ‘o basletfu!l of black sQulr-
rels. from one cherry’!ree Three- fool
pine lumber was then $4.50 per: thous-
and. _In’1862 he left his farm to care for
Itself and enlisted In Company B of'the
154th New.York. \He was never wound-
ed durlng the war, “though his record
of battles s a long onc. He went wl(h‘
the Eleventh.and Twelfth Corps undcr
General :Hooker, to the _rellet of: Rose-
crans. He :marched - <\'lth Shenhnn to"
the sea. ,llule earller, atter ng'ht.lng
in the* Battle of Gettysburg, 5 h&” was
presenL'when --Llncoln dellvered “his
Gettysburg address.™ Durlnz the pre-
vlous ‘speaking ho mlched Llncoln )ot-
ting down' & few' notes on 'a‘-acrap ot
yellow paper. % ‘Mr. Sweetlnnd sal so
near Lincoln”a3 the’ Presl'dcnt rose 10
speak that, ‘he could see the tears. trit-
kling down” he fnqe ot lhe grent eman-
clpltor AL
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