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Dear F r a a t ^̂ .̂  ^- » -

I t was i n d e e d w i t h p l e a s u r e t h a t I r e c e i v e d y o u r k i n d l e t t e r o f June ^and i t 

i t w i t h p l e a s u r e I seat m y s e l f t o w r i t e t o you w h a t a l o a d t h a t l e t t e r t o o l o c t o f f o f 

my mind, I d i d n o t know how you w o u l d a n t w e r i t fcut I am g l a d you d i d n o t ansvrer i t 

as I d i d y o u r s ; I t a l w a y s was my f a u l t i f I g o t d i s p l e a s e d t o c a r r y i t t o f a r , even 

w i t h my o l d f r i e n d s , b u t 1 hope 1 may conquer m y s e l f o f t h i s {md h a b i t f o r i t i s v e r y 

w r o n g ; F r a n t y ou s a i d ^ y o u f e l t w e a r y , f r i e n d l e s s and f o r s a k e n , ah F r a n t how many 

msueh hours have 1 passed when one whom we l o v e one i n whom we have p l a c e d t h e utmost 

c o n f i d e n c e i n , one t o whom we have made known e v e r y l i t t l e s e c r e t & c o n f i d e n c e i n 

each o t h e r & i n c u r f r i e n d s w h i c h n o t h i n g can B r e a k ; such l i t t l e c i r c u m s t a n c e s a r e 

wrong t h e y t e n d t o l e s s e n o u r c o n f idneoe i n h u i i a n i t y w h i c h s h o u l d be as g r e a t as 

p o s s i b l e as you s a i d perhaps i t was b e s t t h a t t h o s e l e t t e r s were w r i t t e n ; 1 have 

l e a r n e d a good l e s s o n one w h i c h w i l l l a s t me as l o n g as l i f e i t s e l f f ^ h a l l l a s t . TOien 

I g o t y o u r l e t t e r 1 had j u s t g o t a pass t o go t o t h e c i t y . 1 went down t o see firad, 

he i s g e t t i n g a l o n g , 1 went t o t h e C a p i t o l & P a t e n t o f f i c e , g o t a v e r j ' n i c e d i n n e r 

& t i r e d m y s e l f , o u t and g o t home a t n i g h t & l a i d me down t o r e s t i n a n o l d h o s p i t a l 

what a d u l l p l a c e i t i s t h e y won* t k e e p me h e r e much l o n g e r , a l l t h a t 9flfl& keeps me 

q u i e t i s 1 am e x p e c t i n g a f u r l o u g h , T was b e f o r e t h e board l a s t F r i d a y . 1 d o n ' t 

k»tw f o r c e r t a i n but t h i n k , 1 s h a l l g e t one i f 1 g e t one i t w i l l be f o r t h i r t y days 

o r more. I f 1 g e t i t 1 s h a l l ĝ ='t a b o u t t h e t w e n t y - f i r s t so 1 s h a l l be a t home t h e 

f o u r t h ; how 1 w i s h you ̂  fiill c o u l d be t h e r e t o o . I t w i l l n o t seem l i k e home w i t h 

n e i t h e r o f 2/ou t h e r e . B u t i f you go home a f t e r t h e t e r m i s o u t you w i l l be t h e r e a 

week * r two b e f o r e 1 come away; I hope you may. I f you do n o t , 1 had t h o u g h t o f 

s t a r t i n g t w o o r t h r e e d?.ys b e f o r e my f u r l o u g h <5: coi?!e t h r o u g h t h a t way By B u f f a l o & . 

N.Y. C i t y v i a P h i l . & see you 6r B i l l . 1 t h i n k I s h y . l l go o r COBK* b y N.Y. h u t t h i s 

c o u n t i n g J e f o r e t h e y a r c hatched , 1 w i l l n o t l a y anymore p l a n s t i l l I g e t a f u r l o u g h . 

Set D a r l i n g & Honroc C a r p e n t e r were b r o u g h t hereMonday, t h e r e i s some more o f our 

boys i n t h e c i t y . Everybody i s e x c i t e d here a h o u t t h e Re^s ^Pa. I t h i n k t h e y v ^ i l l 



be f a s t t o g e t o u t as t h e y were t o g e t i n ; t h e rumor i s f o r c e s hare bcatem them & 

t h a t t h e y have been beaten t h e Rebs on t h e o l d b a i t t l e f i e l d • I hope i t i s so. 

Joy as s e e m i n g l y d e s e r t e d u s ; i t makes us s u s p i c i o u s , & t h e n we f e e l i s o l a t e d & 

a l o n g t h e n i t seems as e v e r y b o d y had d e s e r t e d u s . We l o o k * v e r t h e l i s t o f our o l d 

f r i e n d s where t h e r e ' s one i n t h i s p l a c e k one i n t h a t & t h o s e t h a t v/e c a n t h i n k »f 

we have n o t h e a r d f r o m i n so l o n g we a r e h a l f i n c l i n e d t o t h i n k t h e y have f o r g o t t e n 

u s . Then i t i s t h a t t h e - l i n d l o n g s f o r e x c i t e m e n t something t h a t i s may f o r g e t t h e 

g r i e f w h i c h i s t h r o w n a r o u n d i t . I n such moments as th<*se i t i s t h a t men a r e e n t i c e d 

i n t o s i n & w i c k e d n e s s a t such t i m e s t h e r o a r o f cannon k t h e carnage o f war wo u l d 

seem music t o t h e e a r k t h e eye c o u l d l o o k up on them v r i t h o u t t h o s e f e e l i n g s w h i c h 

a t o t h e r t i m e s iTould t a k e % f o u r w h o l e b e i n g k cause o ur h e a r t t o U e e d . And a l l 

o f t h i s i s caused b y t h e w a n t o f c o n f i d e n c e ; How i m p o r t a n t t h e n t o us and t o a l l 

t h a t we l e a r n t o have c o n f i d e n c e . Excuse t h i s p o o r l y w r i t i n g k wrong s i d e o f t h e 

l e t t e r as 1 d i d n o t make t h e m i s t a k e u n t i l t o l a t e . 6y y o u r t r u e f r i e n d , Edgar S. 

F r a n t 1 am s o r r y t h i n g s a r e as t h e y a r e , 1 w i s h you t o f o r g e t a l l t h a t has p a s t 

l e t us B e f r i e n d s a g a i n , f o r s h c u l d o u r f r i e n d s h i p be i r o k e n I would n e v e r t r u s t a 

human Being a g a i n , n o r have t h a t f a i t h i n h u m a n i t y w h i c h 1 have h e r e t o f o r e goodBye, 

Edgar . 


