
CAMP HEAR FALLSMA.TH, J a n u a r y 16, 62 x̂ ife:--̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 

Dear F r a n t • -

Once more I s e a t m y s e l f t o pen a few t o a f r i e n d who t h o u g h f a r away, i s ever 

near i n t h o u g h t ; and how o f t e n do I f a n c y m y s e l f t a l k i n g w i t h y o u ; ann F r a n t , when 

I t h i n k o f y o u I always t h i n k o f you as t h a t same t r u e l y good and a f f e c t i o n a t e f r i e r ) d 

t h a t you were when l a s t we met and t h e n I t h i n k h>w l i a b l e "̂ e a r e t o change and t h e n 

I wonder t h a t when we meet a g a i n we s h a l l l o o k t o each o t h e r as when we p a r t e d i f we 

e v e r do. I f we a r e changed i n manners and a p p r e c i a t i o n we may n o t be changed i n t h e 

k i n d n e s s o f s p i r i t t o w a r d s each o t h e r . F r a n t , you s a i d i n y o u r l e t t e r t h a t i t has 

been f o u r o r f i v e weeks s i n c e you had any l e t t e r s f r o m me. They must have g o t l o s t 

o r l a i d b y f o r I w r o t e one and sometimes t w o e v e r y week. O n l y t h e t i m e whan we were 

on t h e march f r o m F a i r f a x h e r e and t h e n I d i d n o t have t i m e and t h e f i r s t two o r 

t h r e e days c o u l d g e t np p a p e r . So I hope you w i l l excuse me and now F r a n t t h i s i s 

t h e second l e t t e r I have w r o t e t h i s y e a r . I w i l l keep t r a c k and number each l e t t e r 

and you do t h e same and t h e n we s h a l l '<niw y;hether any a r e l o s t o r n o t . Vie have had 

q u i t e a march o f l a t e ; Tuesday n i g h t we were t o l d t o have t h r e e days r a t i o n s i n our 

haversacks f u l l o f p o r k and h a r d tacit-^nHd went t 6 bed a t 11 ?.nd s l e p t t i l l 1 when we 

were waked and t o l d t o be rea d y i n h a l f an h o u r . VJe g o t r e a d y and s t a r t e d and marched 

u n t i l about 9 i n t h e m o r n i n g when we stopped and r e s t e d and a t e a f ew h a r d t a c k and 

t h e n went t ^ w o r k b u i l d i n g c o r d u r o y road down t o t h e r i v ^ r , we s t a y e d t i l t h e n e x t 

day t i l l t h r e e aiad t h e n had t o march back 9 m i l e s t o camp and oh, i f i t d i d n o t seem 

l i k e h^m© t o g e t )7ack t P o u r t r n t f o r we had j u s t g o t t e n ux> a n i c e t e n t w i t h a new 

f i r e p l a c e i n i t . I t i s t h e m o i s t e s t p l a c e you e v e r saw. Y H i i l e I have been w r i t i n g 

t h i s l e t t e r , t h e o r d e r has come t o g e t t h r e e days r a t i o n s r e a d y and be rea d y t o 

march a t any moment. I t h i n k we s h a l l go i n t h e m o r n i n g . We may go t o n i g h t . I can 

g i v e a guess where I t r u s t t o k i n d p r o v i d n e c e , however, t h a t we s h a l l a l l come o u t 

s a f e and r e t u r n home t o e n j o y t h e c o r . f o r t s and p l e a s u r e s o f peace once more. I was 

over t o t h e 6 4 t h t h t o t h e r day and t o o k supper w i t h y o u r father>a»d I am sure he i s 

j u s t as as he e v e r was. He was w e l l f o r h i m I h e a r d t o d a y t h a t he was i n f a c t , 

i n command o f t h e r e g i m e n t so i t m.ay be he i s i n . g u t he i s n o t i n s a n e norm out 



• f h i s head. I have done my w a s h i n g . The w i n d blows r e g u l a r . I t c o u l d blow o u r t e n t 

o v e r l a s t m i g h t . You spoke a b o u t t h e c o l d w e a t h e r . I t has been v e r y warM h e r e t h u s 

f a r t h e n i c e s t w i n t e r I e v e r saw. We have g o t a n i c e f i r e i n t h e f i r e p l a c e and wood 

enough t o l a s t a l l day and I have g o t my i>atch o f w r i t i n g t o F r a n t H unt. fiabcock 

and N e i l Worden t e n t s w i t h me and we a r e h a v i n g p r e t t y n i c e t i m e s and i t seems t o o 

bad t o have t o Ic-^.ve )put t h a t i s t h e way w i t h w a r . You have g o t a good l o t o f s t u d i e s 

I guess t h e y w i l l keep you jpasy, b u t t h e n F r a n t ^ *9ie more i n d u s t r i o u s y ou a r e , t h e 

h a p p i e r you w i l l f e e l . You t h o u g h t i t was a h a r d road t o t r a v e l b u t you w o u l d n o t '"̂^ 

have t o t r a v e l i t l o n g . F r a n i ^ s t i o i r i g h t t o i t and t r a v e l t h a t r o a d j u s t as l o n g 

as you can and remember t h e r e i s no e x c e l l e n c e w i t h o u t g r e a t l a b o r . How I wo u l d l i k e 

t P b« t h e r e t o go t o s c h o o l . Could n o t I e n j o y i t . I nay have a chance t o go t o 
s c h o o l y e t and I may n o t i f I do I b e l i o v e I k > a l l improve t h e t i m e you s a i d you 

were s t u d y i n g m u s i c . I t seems t o me t h a t i s t h e n i o e s t s t u d y t h a t a p e r s o n can pursue 

as w e l l as one o"' t h e most u s e f u l f o r t h e r e i s n o t h i n g l i k e ?iusic t o s o o t h t h e s o u l . 

A s c h o o l boy w i l l l s t o p h i s p l a y t o l i s t e n t o i t , t h e gambler w i l l s t o p f o r a moment 

t o t h i n k S>f y o u t h and w h i l e l i s t e n i n g t o t h i s sweet sound and t h e s o l d i e r a f t e r 

he has marched t h r o u g h mud and r a i n and l a y s h i m s e l f down t o r e s t on t h e w e t ground 

w i l l l a y and t h i n k o f t h e dear ones a t home u n t i l t h e t e a r s come i n h i s eyes and he 

f a l l s a s l e e e p t o dream o f scenes o f w h i c h perhaps hemay n e v e r p a r t a k e . Yes F r a n t ^ 

I have l a i d i n my t e n t and he a r d t h e b r a s s fcand w h i c h accompanies t h e b r i g a d e t i l l t h e 

t e a r s r u n down my cheeks b e f o r e I wo u l d t h i n k F r a n t I w i l l send you some v e r s e s , 

r a t l j e r a song, and I w i s h I c o u l d send t h e t u n e whe i t sung good, i t i s t h e n i c e s t 

t h i n g I e v e r h e a r d . The c o t t a g e b y t h e sea. Childhood»s days now pass b e f o r e me, 

forms and scenes o f l o n g ago. L i k e a dream t h e y pass b e f o r e me, calm a-«d s o f t as 

evenings g l o w . Days 7/hich knew no shades o f sorrow9, t h e r e a h e a r t pure and f r e e . 

h a i l e d each coming morrow i n \he c o t t a g e by t h e sea. < 

Fancy sees t h e r o s e t r e e s c l i m t i n g round t h e low and r u s t i c door and b e l o w t h o w h i t e 

beach s h i n i n g wher-/! I g a t h e r s p e l l s o f y o r e . There my moth-^r^s g e n t l e w a r n i n g as she 

t o o k me on h e r knee and I f e e l a g a i n l i k e r o u r n i n g i n t h e cottar© b y t h e s^a. 

,nien t h e yer^.rs may r o l l above me, t h o u g h i n o t h e r l a n d s I roam, y e t I n e v e r c a n f o r g e t 

t h e e c h i l d h o o d ' s d e a r and happy home. And when l i f e ' s l o n g day i s f a d i n g , oh what 



p l e a s u r e i t w o u l d be on some f a i t h f u l b r e a s t r e p o s i n g i n t h e c o t t a g e b y t h e sea. 

From y o u r e v e r t r u e f r i e n d . W r i t e soon. Edgar S. W r i t e o f t e n . 


