
Dec. 25tie, 6^? 

Dear Fra»t: 

I sit myself im this laid of Trar to cormuae with thee i» the peaceful home through 

the medium of the pea. It is rather cold this moraiag aad a very thick fog aad the 

sua seads forth ao right rays to cheer the heart of tho soldier as he goes to his 

daily duties or his with eageraess. Some little sigas of a retura of peace or listeas 

to catch the souad of a gua off towards the Rebels and dreadiag less the aext mooeat 

he shall hear the boom of the caaaoa which shall sead some of his fellow soldiers aad 

perhaps himself or aearest friead to that laad where ao traTeler Returas. This 

is Christmas ami whea I coatrast i^ with those which I ha^e ia peaceful old Cattaraugas 

it creates a loagiag for old times aad friesds and I feel a kiad of homeeickaess way 

d*wa ia the bottom of my soul. Still. I would aot baaish this feeling for it opeas 

the fouataias of my better rature aad bids the t'='ars to start from those fouataias 

that have beea so loag sealed. It does sometimes to thiak of old times, 6ut thea 

whea I get a little dowa and thiak how foolish it is and I nerve myself up to the 

duties which devolve on me like a man and kkiakakiaxfmmixakxikxixxaa aot play i>ty 

ia this great conquest. I guess I will change the subject for you will think I am 

getting homesick and I am not im the least. I was over to the 64th day before 

yesterday and I stayed all night and took breaikfast with your father. I had a first-

rate time expect some of them over here today while over there I learned some news. 

It was as usual a icdg lie about me. Perhaps it was the samo you heard. I suppose 

they eould keep their ..ouths closed about me now that I have lefr, but it seems they 

can.t. It would make them sick t* stop all at once. So let them talk, ^ell Frant I ' 

^ oust eatmn my Christmas dinner of hard tack and sugar. Frant, eat a chicken leg ^ 

^ s*::: r Tn- ^ - - h o o • 

w.nter. eul .s getting better. _ U well and so are the rest of t h e _ b o y s . 
Oh, Errlime aad Gant arc t;-oiag to be married this Riorniagm £ir thiar. ^ , 

* ^ ^ ^ I have got to 
pick up so good bye aad remember me as your friead aad write as sooa as you get 
this. Edgar. ^ 


