
THCP.CUGH FAHS G A P , N 0 V E M 6 E R 1 1 , 1862 

Dear Fraat 

It -was -with pleasure uhat; I received yours of the fouruh & v" s very glad to hear 

from you k to hear thau you was well but surprised to leara uhat you had ^ot read 

aay of my letter^; I have wrote six times since I came here & two at Jamestown. I directed 

the last one as you said in the letter last night, the others I directed to Hubb ardsrille, 

Madison C e . They must hare teen directed wrong or else they have got stopped on the w a y . 

But Frant I am glad that you did not stop writing because you did not get my tetters. 

You might naturally hare supposed I had stopped writing and have quit also but No Frnat 

that was not your nlan & I am glad of it. B u t now we will commence new k Frant I want you 

to write once or twice a week k I will do the same, for it is a gr^'at pleasure to me to 

receive k to answer letters from my friends, our privileges for writing are rather poor, 

all we have for a bench is our knee^ k a lead pencil for a oen. As •<'-ou have got none of 

my l°tt--r5 I will tell you .where I have J>een. l?h-»n we left '/vashington, we wont five 

miles to Camp Seward k stayed about ir/'o weeks k then marched xo Fairfax which is seventeen 

miles, stayed there eig'-t or ten -^ays then w e marched tc wiuhin t-o miles of the place k 

there wo done our first foraging we in there just -,t night k drove in ten head of cattle 

and had them shot k cooking in less than an hour vre \Tent uo to haymarket k just walked 

right into the houses k helped ourselves to 7.rhat we liked bestS, 'k I tell you how the 

geese^ hens4 *.i>iS*y^ sheeifl, hogs k cattle came, into camp, yes k honey ducki prrrjrve, 

pickle,s k they Aroke open a store k uhere was everjahing you could think .iff, I went out 

alxut three miles beyond the pickets ^rith Oz Grelly k the orderly, k we got five hens two 

chicks k X pig. picked t:-ie gowls k skinned the pig k had thorn cooked i I tell you. they 

r-.- firstrate, we stayed there three days& then went seven miles towards vTarrentcn, it 

snowed like k cold thunder, we pitehed our tent on some rails indian type with a fire 

in front & then we suarted foraging k what a tine we had, w e cornered sorre sheep & 8^11 

k 1 ]5oth caught a nice fat one apiece our Company got ten, k three hogs and hives of tees 

a lot of apples k candles butter k everything wo needed, k 1 tell you if we did not live 

^or two -^ays then call me a greeny. Well we stayed two days k rtxrchod to Thoroughfare g.ap 

where we are at present, it is only uwo miles from where we vrere b*fore w e marched the 

... last time so you see we wenu fourteen miles to get two ^he w a y it goes h e r e . 

Today has feeen washing day wiuh us we had a regular old fashioned wa'shing, k it looks 



clsaa & »icfl to, you see us eoldi'^rs irrill aake aic<5 hustaxds vfheit the rrar is ov<*r 

a*d we caa do the washes w e l l as the wcrea. I w i l l finish this l e t t e r I have just 

i>eex to supper I had a xice plate of boiled rice- with su!;ar oa it <5c coffee <5c hard 

tack9, T^i have exourh to eat k I weigh the same I did Trhen I left home & tough as a 

bear & so is Bill & the rest of the fcoys from Leoa except Tom Pluakett <5c Ike Smith 

we left them behind. Fraat I hope you will get those letters I wrote for they a re 

good long ones put it is getting dark & so I will close & Ipelieve me to be as ever 

Jriprr true & affectionate friexc!9, Edgar Shannon. 7/rite as soon as you get t h i s . 


