
Qr. Mr. Dept. 154th N.Y.V. 
Savannah, Ga. 
Jan 25th 1865 

Dear F r a n t , 

With p l e a s u r e I s e a t myself to commune with thee. Your 
welcome l e t t e r of Dec 27, 1864 was r e c ' d yesterday. I had 
waited long f o r a word from you & began to t h i n k I should 
get no more l e t t e r s t h a t my f r i e n d s were a l l dead or e l s e 
moved west, every time the mail came I went down only to 
come away with out a word t i l l yesterday, a l e t t e r f o r 
Shannon h a l l o , i s i t from you Sweet h e a r t . i t i s a f i n e 
hand w r i t i n g h a i n t i t . O yes! Says I i t i s from my sweet 
S i s t e r , Maria has done i t , dont you t h i n k so. now she can 
borrow up & not l e t any one hug her. I t h i n k B i l l i s s o r r y 
he came was i n my t e n t when he got the news he s a i d by God 
t h a t t a k e s me down, Maria's g e t t i n g married. I never Should 
thought Hank & Delos would have got married. Helen w i l l 
probably make her r e l a t i v e s twice glad, a few more get 
married & go v i s i t i n g Leon w i l l be a d u l l p l a c e . How do you 
get along. how do you pass the time. i t i s hard work here 
& t h e r e i s more going on here than t h e r e . Some of the 
troops have been marching i n Some d i r e c t i o n ever Since we 
came here, but as good luck would have i t we have s t a i d 
r i g h t where we f i r s t landed, we are Camped where our 
p r i s o n e r s were kept. Orzo Greely got back to the Reg't 
yesterday. he s a i d he was kept on t h i s ground a month or 
two l a s t summer, h i s t e n t was not t e n rods from where B i l l y 
Castens i s now. t h r e e of our boys got back, two of them 
were taken a t Gettysburg. Seventeen months with the rebs 
would not permit i t , then send i t to the b l a c k s who followed 
our Army though who are d e s t i t u t e of every t h i n g to make 
them comfortable or didnt they are S u f f e r i n g f o r food and 
c l o t h e s they have ever been f r i e n d l y to us & our cause. i t 
i s our duty to help them, how i s i t w i t h these c i t i z e n s , 
they are b i t t e r as s l a v e s towards us & would l i k e to see 
every man of us Sunk, they have p l e n t y of r i c e & meal & 
s a l t t h a t i s more than our favor f e l l o w s have who are 
penned up i n t h e i r p r i s o n s . c h a r i t y begins a t home I 
b e l i e v e i n h e l p i n g ones f r i e n d s f i r s t , kindness extended to 
these c i t i z e n s are thrown away i t i s c a s t i n g p e a r l s before 
swine when they are conquered & out of c l o t h i n g & 
s u b s i s t e n c e then they w i l l come to teirms easy enogh. We 
have been expecting to march f o r the l a s t week but have not 
on a c c ' t of the r a i n , the mud was So deep we could not 
move, one D i v i s i o n of the 15th Corps c r o s s e d the r i v e r here 
& got over i n t o r i c e Swamp about 8 m i l e s long the water 
rose to about four or f i v e f e e t & a good many mules & men 
were drowned they came back & went down r i v e r i n 
t r a n s p o r t s . I t h i n k we w i l l go up towards Columbia but cant 
t e l l t h i s i s the d u l l e s t p l a c e you ever saw f o r a c i t y I 
was down to the t h e a t r e night before l a s t & Such a show, 
could get up a b e t t e r one a f t e r a S p e l l i n g School, only c o s t 
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two d o l l a r s f o r a t i c k e t . every t h i n g i s awful high i t 
c o s t s an o f f i c e r about f i v e d o l l a r s a day to l i v e and d r e s s 
decent. The boys are a l l w e l l B i l l & Brad had a pudding 
the other night. I went down & helped them eat i t . i t was 
a s p l e n d i d one. I b e l i e v e I have t o l d you about a l l I know, 
t h a t i s not much, we expect to go now to morrow so when i t 
i s c o l d & muddy you s i t by your f i r e & t h i n k of me i n the 
mud up to my knees. I cant get a good p i c t u r e & so I w i l l 
not get any f o r you would laugh at i t . P l e a s e give my love 
to a l l & dont get married t i l l I get home f o r your f r i e n d to 
ask me to the wedding. Pl e a s e w r i t e soon & t e l l me a l l the 
news & how you l i k e the school with No news 

from your o l d & b e s t f r i e n d 

Edgar 


