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D e a r e s t F r a n t , 

Your v e r y welcome l e t t e r of A p r i l 1 7 t h was r e c e i v e d 
y e s t e r d a y ; I r e a d w i t h g r e a t p l e a s u r e . i had been v e r y busy 
a l l day, D e l & I had been making out r e c e i p t s & i n v o i c e s f o r 
t he month of A p r i l , but I s t o p p e d l o n g enough t o r e a d yur 
l e t t e r . I a f s u r e you, t h e n when I got t h r o u g h I r e a d i t 
t h r o u g h two or t h r e e t i m e s . i t was a r e a l good l e t t e r . I 
t h i n k you might t o l d me t h e one t h i n g you c o u l d not & would 
not f o r g e t . p l e a s e t e l l me n e x t t i m e . I dont remember any 
t h i n g i n p a r t i c u l a r , but e v e r y t h i n g i n g e n e r a l . you a s k e d 
me t o f o r g e t t h o s e t h i n g s I wrote a b o u t . I wont promise 
t h a t I w i l l . I dont know a s I want t o . u n l i k i t was t o 
p l e a s e you & I dont b e l i e v e you c a r e any g r e a t about i t , do 
you F r a n t . dont t h i n k I c o u l d i f I s h o u l d t r y . I was v e r y 
s o r r y to l e a r n your mother was s i c k . I r e a l l y hope she w i l l 
g e t w e l l , so you w i l l not have to go home. i t would be bead 
a f t e r your mind i s made up , t o have your hopes c r u s h e d so 
s u d d e n l y . I t r u s t a l l w i l l come out r i g h t . your l i f e does 
not seem t o be the p l e a s a n t i s t F r a n t . t h e r e seems t o be 
Some t h i n g s over w h i c h you have no c o n t r o l t o make you 
happy. I t r u s t i t w i l l not a l w a y s be t h u s , out t h a t you may 
be happy; I e n j o y l i f e a s i t t a k e s t h e s e t r i a l s a r e 
sometimes f o r our good. t h e y l e a r n us t o r e p l y on o u r s e l v e s 
& not depend to much on o t h e r s & t h u s f i t s us f o r t h e d u t i e s 
of l i f e f a r b e t t e r t h a n any s c h o o l s c a n . mine has been a 
rough l i f e . i n t h e e a r l y p a r t was d a r k % gloomy, I had but 
few f r i e n d s & one t o l o v e me or s c a r c e l y n o t i c e me. I had 
s c a r c e l y any p r i v i l e g e s u n t i l I got o l d enough t o demand 
them but I t h i n k i t was f o r my good. I t r u s t t h e r e a r e a 
few who a r e t r u e f r i e n d s & one a t l e a s t who l o v e s me, 
a l t h o u g h I am unworthy of i t . What would l i f e be w i t h o u t 
Someone t o l o v e & I know t h a t l o v e i s r e c i p r o c a t e d & t h a t 
the o b j e c t of our a f f e c t i o n s i s worthy our p u r e s t t h o u g h t s , 
i t does more to keep a man good t h a n a l l o t h e r i n f u l e n c e s 
combined. H a l t . 

the boys a r e a l l w e l l I b e l i e v e . B i l l has got h i s 
s e r g e a n t s c h e v r o n s on, i s good n a t u r e d a s e v e r . M a r s h a l l i s 
g o i n g i n t o the i n v a l i d Corps a s O r d e r l y S e r g e a n t . E l l s w o r t h 
has been promated t o L i e u t . t h e r e a r e a good many 
promotions i n our Regt., w i l l be a good many t h i s summer, 
q u i t e a number w i l l r e s i g n , I dont know whether I w i l l g e t 
any h i g h e r or n o t . I s h a l l i f t h e r e i s a c h a n c e , i f I c a n . 

I t i s e v e n i n g & 0! you c a n t g u e f s what a s p l e n d i d 
e v e n i n g i t i s . There i s t h e most b e a u t i f u l s i n g i n g b i r d s 
h e r e I e v e r h e a r d . How I would l i k e t o t a k e a walk a m i l e & 
back w i t h you s u c h a n i g h t a s t h i s ; but I c a n t so t h e r e i s 
no use t a l k i n g ; i t has been v e r y warm he r e t o day. warm a s 
J u l y a t home. I r a t h e r t h i n k i t w i l l make us sweat t h i s 



[ w r i t t e n a c r o s s t h e top of t h e page] 
J o h n s t o n i n w r i t i n g t o J e f f s a y s . He dont know but he w i l l 
have t o p u l l back t h a t t h e Yankees a r e on e v e r y h i l l & i n 
e v e r y v a l l e y & so near he can h e a r them g i v e commands a s 
f o l l o w s : A t t e n t i o n : A l l c r e a t i o n by kingdoms, r i g h t f u l l , 
march. 

Good Bye F r a n t 
Edgar 

I n t h e woods. Near h e r w o r t h i n , Ga. 
June 14th/64 

Dear F r a n t , 
Your v e r y welcome l e t t e r of May 2 9 t h was r e c e i v e d day 

b e f o r e y e s t e r d a y . I was v e r y g l a d t o g e t i t . i t was w a f u l 
muddy & had been r a i n i n g t h r e e or f o u r d a y s . t h e y were 
f i g h t i n g out i n f r o n t of us & e v e r y t h i n g l o o k e d gloomy, 
your l e t t e r done me a l l s o r t s of good & c h e e r e d me up f o r a 
w h i l e more t h a n u s u a l . i would not hav eyou t h i n k I am down 
h e a r t e d moping & p i n i n g around f o r I am not. I am q u i t e 
good n a t u r e d & l i v i l i e r t h e n I used t o be a t home & a s much 
a g a i n of a boy: f o r t o t e l l t h e t r u t h t h a t i s t h e b e s t way 
t o g e t a l o n g i n the army. i f I were amind t o f r e t I c o u l d 
f i n d enough t o f r e t about a l l t e h time & soon g e t where 
f r e t t i n g i s unknown. 

I w i s h you c o u l d be h e r e & see j u s t how we a r e 
s i t u a t e d . D e l i s r e a d i n g . Pem (Comsary S e r g e a n t ) i s 
w r i t i n g t o h i s mother. O t i s i s c o o k i n g g r e e n a p p l e s & 
C o f f e e f o r d i n n e r . come down & you may have Some i f you 
w i l l be good. They a r e f i g h t i n g ahead. B i l l c a s t e n was 
down h e r e t h i s a f t e r n o o n . he i s p r e t t y w e l l , has been down 
f o r a few d a ys p a s t . E l l s w o r t h came down & t o l d him the 
R e g t. had moved So he had t o h u s t l e back. C e l i s w e l l & 
t a l l a s e v e r . B i l l C l a r k ( O r d e r l y S e r t . ) of Co. B has been 
promoted t o A d j t . I g u e s f B i l l w i l l be o d e r l y i n h i s p l a c e . 
I hope so & w i l l so a l l I can f o r him ( i f you t h i n k so much 
of h i m ) . He i s b e t t e r t h a n h i s s i s t e r dont you t h i n k s o ? 
but t h e n I wont ask you what you t h i n k f o r I know dont t h i n k 
a s I do f o r I am or e l s e you a r e f o r a l l dont t h i n k a l i k e . 
I a g r e e w i t h you t h a t women l i k e to command t h e m s e l v e s 
( t h a t s why I dont l i k e them) I am g o i n g t o make my woman 
mind when I t e l l her t o bake p i e s . she must & i f I t e l l her 
t o j o i n t h e B a p t i s t C h u r c h , she has t o do i t & she has t o 
k i s s me when I want her t o . dont you p i t y t h e woman who 
m a r r i e s me? She has t o wear Low d r e s s e s , c h u r n i n g s h o e s , an 
o l d c a l i c o Sun Bonnent & no hoops So I can l a u g h a t her 
n o n s e n s e . enough I g u e s f . 

T h i s i s a tough campaign & t e l l you b r i g h t l y a l l t h e 
time n i g h t & day. when I wake up n i g h t s I c a n h e a r t h e 
r e p o r t s of muskets now & t h e n a r e common & a l l day l o n g , f o r 
t h r e e or f o u r weeks. I hope we S h a l l t h r a s h them Soon So we 
c a n end t h i s war & r e t u r n to our homes w i t h t h o s e we l o v e . 
I l l not g i v e any news l a t e l y . I dont hear any t h i n g h a r d l y 



from Leon worth n o t l s e . I h e a r t h e 6 4 t h has been c u t up 
b a d l y . how d i d t h e Leon boys come o u t . P l e a s e t e l l me 
I n y o u r n e x t i f any were h u r t . How does mr. H e r r i c h g e t 
a l o n g ? 

You w i l l f o r g i v e t h i s poor w r i t i n g wont you F r a n t & 
w r i t e soon 

From your F r i e n d 
Edgar 

t h i s i s t h e newest pen 


