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Dear F r a n t , 
Your's of A p r i l 1 0 t h was d u l y Rec'd & r e a d w i t h more 

t h a n common i n t e r t e s t I c a n a s s u r e you. I t h i n k a g r e a t 
d e a l more of your l e t t e r s t h a n of any body e l s e . t h e y do me 
good & when I g e t t h r o u g h I t h i n k I have a l e t t e r & t h a t I 
can a f f o r d t o answer i t . I had j u s t got back from 
Chattanooga when your l e t t e r came. I got a p a f s from L i e u t . 
Wellman (who k e p t s c h o o l up w e s t ) , we supposed we c o u l d 
r i d e on t h e c a r s , but t h e r e were, n e v e r a r e b e l , so we had 
to f o o t i t t h e r e & back about 12 m i l e s . would went [ o f ] 
h o r s e b a c k i f I had known i t . t h e y wouldn't a s much a s l e t 
us r i d e t h e c a r s nor walk around the r o a d , but we were good 
n a t u r e d & made th e b e s t of i t . got around home j u s t a s t h e y 
were h a v i n g d r e s s p a r a d e , f i v e o ' c l o c k & took a good game of 
a l l a f t e r s u p p e r . s e e you c a n guess I am i n some h e a l t h & 
a l l a b l e t o bear c o n s i d e r a b l y f a t i g u e , hope I may c o n t i n u e 
so & come home a l l r i g h t . I want t o s e e F r a n t some o t h e r 
was b e s i d e s l o o k i n g a t h e r photograph. 0! you c a n ' t t h i n k 
how p l e a s e d I was t o g e t i t . i t l o o k s l i k e F r a n t . but 
t h e r e i s a d i f f e r e n t look some way, i t don't look a s you 
used t o . you look more s o b e r & d i g n i f i e d , but I would i n 
f a c t t h a t you s e n t me, but i t ' s a r e a l n i c e p i c t u r e [and] I 
am v e r y much o b l i g a t e d t o you s e n d i n g i t . I w i l l send you 
mine soon a s I c a n g a t i t t a k e n i f you have not y e t enough 
of them a l r e a d y ( I won't send Helen o n e ) . I t i s about t e n 
o ' c l o c k , r e t r e a t has sounded. most of the boys a r e t o bed. 
Del has gone to bed. he i s p r e t t y c r a p [ ? ] t o n i g h t , but 
t h e n I don't c a r e whether he i s c r a p a s good n a t u r e d , f o r a s 
f a r a s I am c o n c e r n e d i f he o n l y f e e l w e l l . we have been 
v e r y busy t o day d r a w i n g & i s s u i n g c l o t h i n g . I presume he 
i s t i r e d . he i s not a [ s ] tough as he might be, we g e t a l o n g 
p r e t t y w e l l t o g e t h e r . B i l l C. has been promoted t o S e r g e a n t 
i n my p l a c e i n th e Co. I am g l a d of i t , w i s h he would g e t 
h i g h e r f o r B i l l i s a s good a s I e v e r met w i t h , but t h e n I 
suppose you know t h a t a l r e a d y , so I w i l l not t e l l you 
anymore of h i s good q u a l i t i e s a s you might t h i n k more of him 
t h a n you do of me & t h e n I would g e t j e a l o u s & you know I. 
won't s a v vou know but i t i s a v e r y bad d i s e a s e . There i s 
g r e a t e n t e r t a i n m e n t h e r e a t p r e s e n t , a l l the boys a r e g o i n g 
i n t o Nigger r e g i m e n t s a s o f f i c e r s , t h e y a r e g o i n g t o be 
examined tomorrow. G a l D a r l i n g i s g o i n g i n & Monroe 
C a r p i n t e r . i f t h e y p a s s h e r e t h e t go t o P h i l i d e l p h i a t o 
s c h o o l 30 d a y s , t h e n i f t h e y p a s s t h e r e , t h e y g e t a 
commission. t h e y w i l l p r o b a b l y have t o s t a y t h r e e y e a r s 
l o n g e r whether t h e war c l o s e s or n o t . I would go i n i f I 
had not got a commission h e r e , but I am g l a d I have one 
h e r e . I [would] r a t h e r be h e r e t h a n i n a b l a c k Regiment by 
a l l odds, your f a t h e r has gone back t h a n has h i s . i t was 
too bad he c o u l d not have come & s e e n you b e f o r e he went 
back. I hope he w i l l l i v e t o g e t home a l l r i g h t & l i v e t o 



s e e t h i s r e b e l l i o n put down & e n j o y t h e f r u i t s of h i s l a b o r s 
by a l i f e of h a p p i n e s s i n t h e m i d s t of h i s f a m i l y . I would 
r e a l l y l i k e d to been t o you c h e c k e d me & t h e n took you a l o n g 
w i t h me SL l e t some one e l s e c h e c k e d . I t h i n k you done w e l l 
& you have t h e t h a n k s of e v e r y good s o l d i e r f o r your e f f o r t 
i n t h e i r b e h a l f , but I must s a y t h a t a g r e a t d e a l t h e a l [ ? ] 
[ o b j e c t s ] t h a t i s g i v e n f o r t h e s o l d i e r n e v e r c a r r i e s out 
the o b j e c t i t was i n t e n d e d f o r , t he d o c t o r s & p r e a c h e r s , 
l i v e p r e t t y w e l l , s t i l l would not & i n courage you. the 
C h r i s t i a n Commission has done g r e a t t h i n g s f o r t h e s o l d i e r s , 
God B l e s s them & t h e f a i r l a d i e s who have t a k e n s u c h an 
i n t e r e t s i n t h e s o l d i e r s . Then you don't t h i n k i t i s much 
consequence t o t a l k w i t h me do you? W e l l I don't c a r e . I 
know you don't mean i t . you would g i v e your o l d G a r t e r s t o 
t a l k w i t h me h a l f an hour. I would g i v e my o l d b o o t s , 
s a d d l e , b r i d l e & h a l t e r t o s e e you t h a t l e n g t h of t i m e . 
Don't f o r g e t to l e t me know when you g e t m a r r i e d . I r e a l l y 
want t o be t h e r e F r a n t (& have a hand i n ) w i t h out any 
j o k i n g & I t r u s t I may be. Whether i t would be t h e f i r s t 
t ime e v e r i f a r e you t h e m i t t e n [ ? ] . I have f o r g o t t e n i t 
p e r h a p s . I wouldn't i f i t had been t h e o t h e r way: (you t o l d 
me t r u s t or t h r e e t h i n g s ) [ t h i s segment had been c r o s s e d out 
i n t he o r i g i n a l l e t t e r ] t h e g i r l s i n Leon thought two or 
t h r e e t h i n g s but d i d not t e l l me what t h e y were. why not 
t e l l me F r a n t , i n your n e x t l e t t e r & you s e e I have not 
w r i t t e n you a l i t t l e s h o r t l e t t e r . p l e n t y u n l e s s b e t t e r you 
w i l l s a y ; I have s c r a t c h e d o f f what came i n t o my mind i f 
t h e r e a r e any m i s t a k e s e x c u s e them & s e e o n l y what i s r i g h t 
i f t h e r e i s any. 

THIS OLD PEN GOES BY F I T S 
but I w i l l f i n i s h t h i s l e t t e r w i t h i t . 

Good n i g h t & Sweet be your r e s t 
Edgar 

P l e a s e w r i t e soon F r a n t 


