
•TASHIHGTON, CCTOPIR 12, 1862 

Dear F r a n t -
I t i s w i t h great pleasure t h a t I w r i t e t o you t o l e t you k»4»r"that I am w e l l , although 

I have not received an answer t o t h e l a s t t h a t I wrote. I thought you would not know 
where w r i t e . Here I am i n Washingto]^ a reguliw* hog's n e s t . i t in the meanest 
looking c i t y I have seen since I s t a r t e d . I am s i t t i n g i n s i g h t o f t h e C a p i t o l — t h e place 
where our men whom the people have chosen t o make laws have wrangled& quarreled & tended 
t c e verything but t h e i r own business & have brought on t h i s war, t a k i n g the cream o f our " 
land, t o waste & pine away beneath a southern sun. I t e l l you what Frant I have seen 
enough since I s t a r t e d although I have seen b u t l i t t l e . I have seen the p i l e cheeks of 
many a poor l>oy a l l of which has been caused by men i n h i g h places. 6 u t enough o f t h i s . 

While I am w r i t i n g the Regt. i s g e t t i n g ready t o march t o Camp Seward which i s 5 miles 

from here. I t e l l you what i t w i l l be a "sweater". The sweat runs o f f of me now t o 

t h i n k a f i t but then we have gou t o come t o i t <5c so I suppose we might as w e l l begin now 

as any t i m e . We s t a r t e d from Jamestown l a s t Monday, the 29th at 6 o'clock i n the evening 
4 got t o Elmira the next morning. We stayed t h e r e and got our equipage, gun 4 c a r t r i d g e 
box 4 cap t o x w i t h a knapsac* (4 haversac9: (4 canteen 4 a l l t h e r e s t . I t e l l you what i t 
makes a load \^ut then I can stand i t i f the r e s t can. I f e e l f i r s t r a t e t h i s morning only 

I am a l i t t l e cross as I have on l y s l e p t about tv/c hours i n a n i g h t since we s t a r t e d . We 
s t a r t e d from Elmira Tuesday and got t o B a l t i m o r e 2 o'cloek t h e next day. Then we had t o 

s i t r i g h t down i n the dust ami stay t i l l 10 I ' c l o c k 4 then suarted f o r Washington. B i l l 
Brad 4 I got on the t o p of the cars and put on our overcoats 4 put our blanket over us 
4 sl e p t sound a good p a r t o f t h e n i g h t but we were a f r a i d of r o l l i n g o f f . B i l l s l e p t 

l i k e a hog 4 Brad 4 I could not keep awake t4> save us. The t r a i n stopped r i g h t i n a b i g 
swamp 4 they said t h a t t h e 24th NY Reg. had been f i r e d i n t o and two o f the men k i l l e d 4 
thny had t o r e up 5 or 6 rods o f the t r a c k ; I t e l l you what i t made me f e e l r a t h e r c u r l 
f o r a f o . .i.„too t h e r e i . e t i l l . e e s o f . i ^ h t I„ > c o u . t ^ ,here t h e „e.y . r e p r e t t y 
t h t o h ... o, the t o p o f . car ̂ t t h e . i t p r o r e . t o he f a ^ e . I . t h e nornin, I .oo. 
l a r d 10. a.d . e . t t o sleep 4 . l , p t p r e t t y .ood but-Pr.»t .ho do v„„ t h i . h I 
t h i s morning, w e l l _ £t was Cap. H.N. Hunt a man t h a t I have see. i ^ S o n ! ̂ Hrir^* 
g e t t l i j sf t ^ t h9K looks p r e t t y w e l l again tot he i s p r e t t y feeble y e t ; I guess you 
would l i k e d t * have been i n my place a l i t t l e w h i l e . The 64th i s near Harper's F e r r y . 
We s h a l l cross t h e Potomac i n about h a l f an hour. Hov/ i t a a k e s me sweat Frant. I t 

would seem pleasantoh Wessed t i m e , i t would be but Frant be gay, (>e c h e e r f u l 4 si n g 
and I ' l l t r y and do the same t h i n g and ^^^^ Frant good-bye 

TPHirar Shannon \s now as ever, ii^ag^r 
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