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' Grand Army Leader, Survivor of

Gc!tysburg Peacefuily
Passes Away.

The word Wednesday morning that
C'l. Martin M. Pratt had “come to
th' end of the road” and completed
life's jourmey was not entirély unex-
pected to those who through the
imont.hn and years have mnoted his
| gradus! decline. He himseif had re-

peatedly expressed his belief that his |

"~ |days upon earth were but short. He
lived a long and useful life, had wit-
‘nessed many changes and w=s ready
‘to close the book of life.
f Martin Pratt was no ordinary man.
'On the contrary he was a leader
lamong men. Born of humble par-
{entage in the woods of New York!'
iover 91 years ago he had by hard
1work and toil pushed his way upward |
xuntil his ability was recognized a.nd1
i his judgment consulted by those about |
‘him As a boy he attended the oid |
{log school and on reaching young!
:manhood wielded the axe in clearing '
the farm of his father in Montgom-
.ery county. During his career upon
;earth he witnessed the advancement
from the days of the canal boat and
'the stage coach,to those of the elec-
tric driven car and the aeroplane, In
his youthtul days he swung the scythe
and {n later years witnessed the op-
erction of the self-binder and the
tractor. As a lad he poured over his
school books by the light of a tallow
candle. In his advancing years he
enjoyad the daylight brightness of
the '1odern electric light. commauni-
catec with distant friends by the aid
of the telephone and read of the wire-
i less that clips off the messages thou-
[ sands of miles away.

. During his long life human slavery
| was abolished and he had a part in
;ns abolishment for with the break-
| ing out of the Civil war he enlisted in
| Company B of the 15th New York In-
!fantrj 11lth army corps. As a mem-
"ber (’ this organization he partici-
pated 1n many of the memorable bat.
tles d: that-strife of over a half a cen-
‘tury ago. Mr. Pratt had charge of a
wagon train during the historic battle
+of Gettysburg and his thrilling exper-
ilences were greatly enjoyed around
i the Grand Army camp fires of twen-
ity-five years ago as he related time
and time again how he managed to
bring out his ammunition wagons
without having them captured. With
ne aid of a glass he had an oppor-
.tumity of witnessiag the historical
charge made by the First Minnesota,
a charge which even to this day has
not been excelled. A charge in which
262 men were thrown into the very
jaws of hell to hold the line for a
moment or two until reinforcements
could be secured, a charge in which
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sade Pratz’'s «ves were (urned towar
the west. He was mustered out :n
i June, 1865, and the ftollowing Octo-

M. M. Pratt

Col.

ber came west to Minnesota ani G
Sterling township. Here he =vom
built up a farm and bhome thu. was
Knowm far and wide. He was a pros-
perous farmer and while living in the
township was prominent in its educa-

al afairs and served for a number
of years as 3 member of the town |
board.

With oncoming y=ars he felt that
his days of toil were over and he
tinally moved to Mapleton where for
many years he had been a member
and for several years command-r of
the local G. A. R. Post and also a
member of the Masonic lodge. being
in point of years the eldest man in
the order.

Mr. Pratt was not only a reader but
a thinker. He.had his own ideas on
every important subject and was al-
'ways free to express them and to de-
fend his position. His ideas along
religious lines were broad but he be-
lieved that in the final end, wm 1g8
would be righted and all would: have
tc meet upon a8 common level

As a neighbor and friend he was so-

only 47 men were left uninjured, their
215 companions being wounded upon
the battlefleld or having passed over
the Great Divide. |

fetit’ worid's war, becsuse ‘such c-n.

‘veniaoces and comforts were not't r-

‘gwj‘mé ‘boys-in’ bilue during L s
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time of service. he gave liberzily to!
the Y. M. C. A. and subscribed hea.v--
ily for liberty bonds. i
“He was an old Grand Army man, |
whose record shall remain |
Forever upon honor’s roil without a
blot or stain;
A man who heard and heeded, in dark
days. his country’s call, g
And responded with a wﬁlingness
to sacrifice his all.
So in the great hereafter in high heao
ven's exzlted pian,.
“There will be a seat of honor for
this old Grand Army Man.”"
Mr. Pratt was twice married, his’
first wife being Caroline Orr, a native
of Cattaraugus county, New_York, {o
whom he was married -in November,
1850. Five children were born .to-
this union, those remaining to mourn
the loss of a devoted father  being
Mrs. G. B. Lamp of Sterling; Mra: Ida
Buell of Pasadens, California; and
 Mrs. M. J. Wood of Mountainair, New:
llaxieo. Mrs. Pratt died on Novem-
ber 1st, 1895, and three years. lnter"
he married Mrs. J."D. Hamm,
with the three children-above men-.

tioned. two brothers, Judge John Pratt of
Fairmont, and Robert Pratt of Lincoin,
Peansylvania, and two sisters, Mrs. /Geo.
Bebeeandes.Edwa:dHawhns,_otEut
Otta, New York, besides a nnmbér o{

ety

i poort at. one o’clock, Rev. #
{ris, of Beauford, to. officiate.
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mmmmotmuﬁo Ty

ey




