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T h e **Owl C l u h " Observe M ar l in 
Pratt 's Birtfufay. . 

/^^/ 
I t was no ordinary birthday colobra-

tion which occurod last Saturday in this 
village. I t was tho 77th anniversary of 
MartixLlh-att, one of our honored citi­
zens. • Realizing that his birthdays were 
growing less, Mr. Pratt invited his . com­
rades of the "Owl Club" to join with him 
in observing his birthday. Some sixty 
guests availed themselves of tho invita­
tion and gathered at Masonic Ilnl l where 
tho day was^spont in recounting tho ox-
citing events of the civil war, the MUMU-
bers of tho Owl Club consisting of old 
soldiers and their wives. Addresses and 
remarksjwere^mado by ITov. N. 13. Foot, 

•of Amboy; John O. Craham, of Good 
Thunder; Alfred Davis, Fred Miller, 
Josiah Rodgers, J . N. Mull in, K. L . PoL-
t'er.iW. D . Spraguc, Mrs. 11. C . i lolal ing, 
L . Garrett, J . M. Sprague, and If . C . 
Ilotaling. 

At the dinner hour Mr. Pratt invited 
his guests to the Mapleton flouse where 
a banquet dinner was served. The 
Sterling drum corps was present and en­
livened the day with patriotic airs. As 
a fitting climax of tho day Elder Foot in 
behalf of the comrades presented to 
Comrade Pratt a substantial leather 
chair as a tohen of their high regard. 

Tho guests from away were N. H. 
Foote, W . W. Wells and wife, Abo Van 
Arnum and wife, I I . Sehramlin, David 
Cross, pj. Doty and wife, Amos F i s k and 
wife.' Mrs. Andrew Robinson, James 
Orusen, Amboy; Mr. and Mrs. J . G . Gra­
ham, Good Thunder. 

I n this connection it might be inter­
esting to tell .something of the life of Mr. 
Pratt , who has boon ono of tho i)riino 
movers in keeping alive the local G . A. I I . 
post and in the organization of tho "Owl 
Club." 

T h e Pratts came to America among 
tho Mayflower colonists and were built 
along Puritan lines. The ir early history 
is unrecorded among us but representa­
tives of the family are found among the 
first sottJ'O^s in tho Holland company of 

• Pa'-ius Pratt, tho father of our 
"o 'vns married to Janet Mor-

Montgomory ccmnty, 

' • - - fhc JVatt'i 
.scones along luc old 

" \i ŝ ô v wonrino.ss of 
.»u(^ t no *4f^^ iournoyed over 250 

miles of Water to the city of RufTalo, then 
nidaco about tho .size of Mapleton. con-

taining possibly KiOU inhabitants. With 
tho hardy dotormination of tho pioneer 
Darius Pratt rai.sod his cabin in tho 
mountainous forest ,̂ 7 miles south of 
Buffalo, and to tho music of tho wild 
wood commenced to hew out a farm 
among the giant Beech, Maple, and 
Hemlock trees. B y 1835 tho children 
were following a.blazod trail to school 
"or^^p^miles, a school where tho paddle. 

jiicii used as the primer and tho 
^irch rule as often in evidence as tho 
rule of three. 

T h e family grew with the clearing and 
life was d battle for food and clothes. 
Men fished in those days, angling had 
not yet come into fashion. They shot 
gamo and ate it, the time of the sports­
man had not yet arrived. The ir life was 
the discipline of independent poverty. 
Not the poverty of tho incompetent and 
lazy, but poverty of tho self reliant and 
energetic. Tho center of tho social life 
was the church; of the intellectual life, 
the log school house. Spoiling bees, log 
rollings, husking bees, etc., furnished 
tho recreation. Of vacations they 
dreamed, but looked for them in heaven. 
B y the time the clearing had broadened 
into 200 acres tho boys wore grown, and 
at the ago of 23 Martin Pratt was mar­
ried to Caroline Orr . Ho started out to 
found a home and 1850 finds our young 
farmer listening to the rumors of politi­
cal storms to come. By 18G0 Mr. Pratt 
had risen to the social distinction of 
commanding a company of "Wide 
Awakes" in tho political campaign. 

The year 18G2 rolled around and war 
was at hand. "He enlisted in company 
B, 151th New York volunteer infantry, 
and was assigned to the .second 
brigade of the 11th army corps.' Tho 
enlistment took place at E a s t Otto, Now 
York, the rendezvous at Jamestown, and 
the mustering in at E l m i r a , where tho 
equipment was Jiandod out. From that 
time on tho story is best told in Mr. 
Pratt's own words, he says: "We wore 
sent to the front, making our first camp 
at Alden Heights, the site of Gen. Loo's 
military school. O u r first .skirmish oc­
curred at Thoroughfare Gap, where wo 
were forced to retreat. After receiving 
reinforcements wo marched all night 
long through tho mud to Fredericksburg 
and paced the streets made famous by 
Barbara Fritchie , or rather by*tho poem 
by that title. After tho battle of kVed-
oricksburg, which was a veritable slaugh­
ter yard, wo again found ourselves de­
feated and retired to Stallord Court 
House. Th i s was in December, and 
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Burn.sides, who was in charge at I'h-oder-
ioUshiirg. was rolievcd by (haiin-al Joe 
linoUtM-. In the Spring, when tiin ad­
vance was to b(< made, Hooker toolc a 
])urt of his army and crossed tho 
river below Fredericksburg and tho re­
mainder was to cross tho Potomac at 
Kelly's Ford , 25 miles above. Stonewall 
Jackson spied out tho plans and outwit­
ted tho Union forces at tho battle of 
Chancollorsvillo. Our company in going 
150 rods lost fully throe hundred men, 
cither killed or wounded. Many were 
loft on tho battle tiold for three days be­
fore their wounds could bo cared for or 
their remains buried. The Hag of truce 
was not recognized and tho slaughter 
continued. At Chanc<Jlorsvill(3 I was in 
tho ordnance department in charge of a 
wagon train, and for saving tho wagons 
when deserted by tlie ollicers 1 received 
a promotion. 

h^rom Chancellorsvillo we went back 
to the old camp ground aiSlalVord Court 
House. By this time Lee had an idea 
that we couldn't tight, he had whipped 
us on every occasion, so ho passed on 
over into Pennsylvania, cleaning out 
our forces at Harper's F erry and other 
points onrouto. T h i s aroused our forces 
and wo followed him up, going on a 
double (fuick tho entire eleven miles 
from Fmmotsburg to Gettysburg. Our 

detailed to deliver ammunition to our 
corps along tha firing line. A battery 
was turned on to iny ammunition wagon 
and despite tlio storm of lend and stool I 
delivered the ammunition witliout re­
ceiving a scratch, although in making 
tho run along tho front I had to run 
over dead and dying men, mules and 
horses. Tt was a terrible task, and one 
only witnessed on tho Hold of war in t> 

. ..iicving '̂ ^ .vi.'..;'. • \uy corps 
at.three in tho uftr'^^on of liio (IrsL 
day's tight. Wo arrived none too soon 
as they were badly cut to i)iecos and 
practically without mnmnnition. I was 

....C4.3U ui .J.lLHe. 
I viewed that groat and momorablo 

tight with a glass and witnessed tho 
F i r s t Minnesota being cut to 
])ioces by tho cyclone of lire and 
lead, and after Lee had retrejitod passed 
over tho Held of battle whilo tho dead 
were being buried. Tt was in hot 
weather and the stench' was something 
awful and I wonder to this day how we 
wore able to stand it as wo passed over 
the Held gathering up tho guns loft by 
those who died on tho Hold or by - those 
who had dropped thoin in their mad en­
deavor to escape from the sea of death. 
Tho night General Loo retreated I wont 
to tho quartermaster and asked permis­
sion to go over to the picket lino. Ho gave 
mo permission and I stopped out in the 
fluiet of the midnight hour. I was halt­
ed by tho picket upon tho edge of a little 
valley, the only sound that could bo dis­
tinctly hoard was that of the whip-poor-
wills calling out "whip-poor-will" and I 
wondered which side thoy weroon. Then 
a low moan could bo beard, that of the 
thousands who lay wounded and dying 
upon the Held. "For God's sako give mo 
a drink of water," came distinctly from a 
distance. It was too much for nn^ and I 
was overcome. Death would bo a con­
solation to sucli as that. I t wrought a 
deep and lasting impression upon my 
mind, having been brought up a Scotch 
Presbyterian with tho belief in fuLnro 
punislunent, a vortiblo lioll of lire and ' 
brimstone for all who had not been con­
verted. It changed my whole belief. A 
just God would not condemn these 
thousands dying withoiit an opi)ortunity 
of being baptized. 

After Rosoncrans was defeated at 
Chickamauga tho 11th and 12th army 
corps were united and called Hooker's 
grand division. Hooker was intrusted 
with tho task of opening tho "hard tack 
lino" to supply tlio army with provisions 
and ho HC(;omplished it by forcing his 
way from Bridgeport, .Alalnima, In (Hiat-
laiu)0ga, 'IVnnessi'o. TIKM-O \v^\v^^ many 
hard lights cnroiile. .Aftcn-tlu5 opening 
of the hard tack lino General Grant look 
charge and tho struggles at Lookout 
Mountain and Missionary ridge occurod. 
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Tho next spring on tho 81 h of May wo 
slartod with Shorinan on his march to 
tho soa, ljjL!:htinK all summer lon^. Our 
division charged on Atlanta, but was do-
foatod. Whilo Sherman was making his 
way seaward ho had to have new mules 
and I was detailed among others to go 
back to Chattanooga to break mules and 
send them on to Atlanta. After reach­
ing .Atlanta wo pushed through North 

. Carolina following General Joe Johnson 
I and at Ashland learned of Lee'ssurrond-
} or. I t was a day of rejoicing, a day of 
i Pentaeost, strong men criod, while others 
I sang, and still others prayed. Glad of 
tho home coming which now seemed i 
near at hand, wo moved on to Raleigh 
where our gladness was turned to sorrow. 
Hero wo were informed of the assassina­
tion of President Lincoln. I t was in­
deed a sad message, and cast a pallor of 
sorrow over all, as tho soldiers to a man 
loved Lincoln. Some of tho events of 
that day when Southerners rejoiced at 
our sorrow aro too terrible to relate. 

Then came the surrender of Joe John­
son. I t was one of the saddest sights I 
ever witnessed. Bronzed men who had 

j fought for over three years for a . cause 
! which they believed to be right stacked 
• their guns and furled their flags. They 
criod like children, and there was no 
sign of rejoicing on our side. They made 
a hard tight and lost, brave men that 
thoy were. The next morning after tho 
surrender, the papers censured Sherman 
severly for the liberal terms which he 
had granted to his vanquished foe. He 
had given them their horses with which 
to till tho soil, realizing far bettor than 
some others tho groat devastation which 
war had wrought and tho necessities 
which now faced these men when they 
should retire to their respective homos 
to follow peaceful pursuits. Time has 
shown tho wisdom of Gonoral Sherman's 
action. The censure of General Sher­
man aroused a groat deal of feeling 
among tho men and General Grant made 
a personal visit to our forces and brought 
about peace in tho warring factions. 
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Pcaco was at hand, the groat strife 
which had threatened to sever the Union 
was over. We moved on to Alexandria, 
Virginia, where wo went into camp' and 
lltied for the grand review. Of the 1,000 

men who originally enlisted at James-
towu in our regiment only 80 wero pres­
ent at t' ' review.. '""o nre-

'.en ted \ T . '̂ '̂̂ v̂u.̂ '̂ wer/ {[^^ 
ho governor of IS^^'^^Ak^ I t was a 

beautiful banner w/.th its glistening 
. stripes and .silvery sta rs and when it was 

unfurled was greeted with cheers,, but 
those e.hoors wero hollow beside those 
which greeted tho old tattered banner 

* which was thrown to the breeze immod-
iatoly following. With its rents and' 

' iatters, the results of twenty-two battles 
it was far moro .sacred than any banner 
which wo might ever behold. 

following tho grand review we wore 
mustered out at Gladcnsburg, Maryland, 

I and_̂ on Juno IT. 18ni3^ v;crG on our way 
home. Our reception homo was cordial 
but tho dosiro had been awakened for 
greater worlds to conquer, and .soiling 
out I moved westward with my family, 
arriving in Mankato on my birthday 
October ilOth, ISOf). 

Mr. Pratt on corning to Minnesota, lo­
cated in Sterling township where he 

Tivod for thirty years. For twenty years 
of this time ho was a member of tho 
town board and a director of .school dis­
trict No. 33 for twonty-tive years. Ho 
was ono of tho instigators of tho build-
'ing of the town hall; was treasurer of tho 
«'.lood Tomplars lodge for three years, tho 
/edge having a membership of 130. Mr. 
Pratt has always taken a prominent 

art in politics and at ono timo was a 
lelegate to the Peoples Party national 

convention at Omalia and has freciuontly 
iittcndod conventions of tho Domocratic 
iTarty. As a member ofytho G. A. R. ho 
was prominent in arranging for the llrst 
Decoration day services over held in this 
Bounty outside of Mankato. 
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