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The «Owl Club” ()hscx ve Martin
Pratt’s Birthday.
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It was no ordinary birthday coloZn-
tion which occured last Saturday in this
village. It was the 77th anniversary of
Martin Pratt, ono of our honored citi-
zons. * Realizing that his birthdays wero
growing less, Mr. Pratt invited his . com-
rades of the “Owl Club” to join with him
in observing his birthday. Somo sixty
guests availed themselves of tho invita-
tion and gathered at Masonic IIall whero
the day was(spent in recounting the ox-
citing ovonts of tho civil war, tho mem-
bers of tho Owl Club consisting of old
soldiors and their wives, Addrosses and
remarksjwere mado by Rov. N, B. IFoot,
:of Amboy; John (i. Graham, of Good
Thunder; Alfred Davis, I'rod Miller,
Josiah Rodgors, J, N. Mullin, . L. Dol-
tor,W. D, Sprague, Mrs. 11. C. Uotaling,
L. Garrott, J. M. Sprague, and II, C.
IIotaling.

At the dinner hour Mr. Pratt invited
his guests to the Mapleton [louse where
a banquet dinner was sorved. Tho
Sterling drum corps was present and on-
livened the day with patriotic airs. As
a litting climax of tho day I2ldor Ifoot in
behalf of the comrades presented to
Comrade. Pratt a substantial leathor
chair as a token of their high regard.

The guests from away wero N. I3,
Toote, W. W. Wells and wife, Abe Van
Arnum and wife, 1. Schramlin, David
Cross, S. Doty and wifo, Amos lMisk and
wife; Mrs. Androw Robinson, James
Crasen, Amboy; Mr. and Mrs. J. (3, Cirn-
ham, Good Thunder.

In this connection it might Lo inter-
osting to tell somothing of Ltho life of Mr,
Pratt, who hus boon ono of the primo
movers in keeping alive the local Gi. A. R,
post and in tho organization of tho “Owl
Club.”

The Pratts came to America among
the Mayflower colonists and were built
along Puritun lines. "Their early history
is unrecorded among us but representa-
tives of the family are found among tho
first sott):®!3 in the Ilolland company of

Parigg Pratt, the fathor of our

e pg married to Janet Mor-
Montgon:ery connty,

\» Scones along tuo vld

2o ™ .\ghoslow weariness of

g Vg o8 -Journeyed avor 250
miles of Water to the city of Bufalo, thon
aplaco about the sizo of Muaploton, con-
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1 taining possibly 1300 inhabitants. . With

the hardy detormination of tho pioncer
Darius Pratt raisod his cabin in tho
mountainous forest 37 milos south of
Buffalo, and to the music of tho wild
wood commenced to hew out a farm
among the giant Beech, Maple, and
Hemlock trees. By 1835 the childron
wero following a,blazed trail to school

"or *w%mx)es a school whero the naddlo_

THRGE “luen used as tho | primer and the

_ireh rule as often in ovidence as tho
rule of three.

The {amily grew with the clearing and
life was 4 battlo for food and clothes.
Men fished in those days, angling had
not yet como into fashion. They shot
game and ate it, the time of tho sports-
man had not yet arrived. Their life was
tho discipline of independent poverty.
Not the poverty of the incompetent and

lazy, but poverty of the self reliant and
energetic. ‘I'he center of the social life:

was the church; of the intellectual lifo,
the log school house. Spoelling bees, log
rollings, husking bees, otc., furnished
the rocreation.  Of vacations they
dreamed, but Jooked for them in heaven.
By the time the clearing had broadened

into 200 acres tho boys werg grown, and i
at the age of 23 Martin Pratt was mar-

ried to Caroline Orr. e started out to
found a home and 1850 finds our young
farmer listening to the rumors of politi-
cal storms to come. By 1860 Mr. DPratt
had risen to the social distinction of
commanding a company of ‘Wide
Awakes” in the political campaign.

The year 18G2 rolled around and war
was at hand. e enlisted in company
B, 154th New York volunteer infantry,
and was assigned to the socond
brigade of the 11th army corps. The
enlistment took place at East Otto, Now
Yorl, the rendezvous at Jamestown, and
the mustering in at Elmira, where the
equipment was handed out. From that

.time on the story is best told in Mr.

Pratt’s own words, he says: “We were
sent to the front, making our first camp
at Alden Heights, the site of Gon. Lece's
military school. Our first skirmish oc-
curred at Thoroughfare Gap, where weo
were forced to retreat. After receiving
reinforcements we marched all night
long through the mud to Fredericksburg
and paced tho strects madoe famous by
Barbara Fritchie, or rathor by tho poom
by that titlo. Aftor the battlo of 1°red-
ericlsburg, which wasa voritablo slaugh-
ter yard, wo again found ourselves de-
feated and retired to Stafford Court
House. This was in December, and
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‘ Burnsides, who was in chargo at Frodoer-
Sieksburg, was rolioved by Goneral Joo
Hookor. In tho spring, whon the ad-
vanee wats to bo madoe, llool_wr took a
purt of his army and crossed tho
river below I'redericksburg and the ro-
mainder was to cross the Potomac at
Kelly’s I"ord, 25 miles above. Stonowall
Jackson spied out the plans and outwit-
ted the Union forces at tho battle of
Chancollorsville. Our company in going
150 rods lost fully threo hundred men,
oither killed or wounded. Many were
loft on the battle field for three days be-
foro their wounds could be cared for or
thoir remains buried. The flag of truce
was not recognized and the slaughter
continued. At Chancellorsville I was in

the ordnance department in charge of af

wagon train, and for saving tho wagons
when dosorted by the oflicers 1 reccived
a promotion.

I"rom Chancellorsville we went back
to the old camp ground at Staltord Court
House. By this timo Lee had an idea
that we couldn't fight, he had whipped
us on every occasion, so he passed on
over into Pennsylvania, cleaning out
our forces at Iarper's Iferry and other
: points onroute. This aroused our forces
and wo followed him up, going on a
double (uick the entire eleven miles
from 'mmeotsburg to Gettysburg. Our

M. M. PRATTT.

: Gy corps
at threoin the aft™oon  of ‘the flisi
day’s tight, Wo arrived nono too soon
as they were badly .cut to piccos and
practically without mnmunition. | was

e
cuoving™SE i the

PAGE 2 OF 3

Liniadee

- wore able to stand it as wo passed ovor

detailed to deliver ammunition to our
corps along the liring lino. A battery
was turned on {o my ammunition wagon
and despito tho storm of lead and steel T
delivered the ammunition without re-
ceiving w serateh, alithough in malking
the run along the front 1 had to run
over dead and dying men, mules and
horses. Tt was a terrible task, and ono
only witnessed on the field of war in t--
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I viewed that great and momorable
fight with a glass and witnossed the
IMirst Minnesota being cut to
pieces by the cyclono of lire and
lead, and after Lee had retreated passed
over tho tield of battle while the dead
woro being buried. Tt was in  hot
wonther and the stench’ was something
awful and I wonder to this day how wo

tho field gathering up the guns loft by
those who died on the tield or by. those
who had dropped thom-in their mad en-
deavor to escape from the sou of death.
The night General Lee retreated I wont
to the quartermaster and asked permnis-
sion to goovor to the pickot line. [lo gave
me permission and I stepped out in the
quiet of the midnight hour. 1 was halt-
od by the picket upon the edge of a little
valley, the only sound that could be dis-
tinctly heard was that of the whip-poor-
wills calling out *“whip-poor-will” and I
wondered which side they weroon. Then
a low moan could be heard, that of the
thousands who lay wounded and dying
upon the field. *“[For Ciod's sako give me
a drink of water,” cameo distinctly from a
distance. [t was too much for me and |
was overcome.  Death would be a con-
solation Lo such as that, It wrought a
deep and lasting impression upon my
mind, having been brought up a Scoteh
Presbyterian with the belief in future
punishment, a vertible hell of fire and
brimstone for all who had not been con-
verted. It changed my wholo belief. A
just God would not condemn these

thousands dying withont an opportunity
of being baptized. g
After Rosencrans was defeated at!
Chickamauga tho 11th and 12th army |
corps wero united and callod ITooker's'
grand division, Ilooker was intrusted
with the task of opening the “hard tack
line” to supply the army with provisions
and he acecomplished it by forcing  his
way from Bridgoport, Alabama, to Chat-
tanooga, Tennosseo,  Thero woro many
hard fights enrouto.  Afler the oponing
of the hard tack lino (ieneral CGirant took
charge and the struggles at Lookout
Mountain and Missionary ridgo oceured. |

CONTINUED, , .+
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Tho noxt spring on the 8th of May wo
startod with Sherman on his march
tho sea, tighting all summer long. Our
division charged on Atlanta, but was de-
foated. While Sherman was making his
way seaward he had to have new mules
and I was detailed among other¢ to go
back to Chattanooga to break mules and
send them on to Atlanta. After reach-

_ing Atlanta we pushed through North
. Carolina following General Joe Johnson
and at Ashland learned of Lee'ssurrend-
er. It wasa day of rejoicing, a day of
Pentacost, strong men cried, while others
.sang, and still others prayed, Glad of

the home coming which now seemed |
near at hand, we moved on to Raleigh

whero our gladness was turned to sorrow.
flero wo were informed of the assassina-
tion of President Lincoln. It was in-
deed a sad messago, and cast a pallor of
'sorrow over all, as the soldiers to a man
loved Lincoln. Some of the events of
that day when Southerners rejoiced at
our sorrow are too terrible to relate.
Then came the surrender of Joe John-
son. It wasone of the saddest sights I
ever witnessed. Bronzed men who had
fought for over three years for a .cause
which they believed to be right stacked
'their guns and furled their flags, They
cried like children, and there was no
sign of rejoicing on our side. They mado
a hard tight and lost, brave men that
thoy were. The next morning after the
surronder, the papers censured Sherman
severly for the liberal terms which he
had granted to his vanquished foe. He
had givon them their horses with which
to till the soil, realizing far better than
some others the great devastation which
war had wrought and the necessitios
which now faced these men when they
should retire to their respective homes
to follow peaceful pursuits. Time has
shown the wisdom of Genoral Sherman's
action. The censuro of General Sher-
man aroused a great deal of feeling
,among the men and General Grant made
a personal visit to our forces and brought
about peace in the warring factions.
! Z
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‘men who originally enlisted at James-

~unfurled was greoted with

" which

it was far more sacred than

LPeace was at hand, the groat strife
which had threatened tosever the Union
was over.  We moved on to Alexandria,
Virginia, where wo went into camp’ and
litted for the grand review. Of the 1,000

town-in our regimeont only 80 were pros-
ant at o revimv.}_ S

wented W oeq ; _.mn'!"?““f-'-}';' ﬁﬁﬁ by

he governor of 1\"0""501%'1'1{. It was a
beautiful banner w;th its glistenine
- stripes and silvery stars ang when it wa;
cheers, but
thaso cheers were hollow beside thoge
which greeted the old tattered banner
! was thrown to the breeze immed. :
iatoly following, With its rents anq'
tidtters, tho results of twcnty-‘two battles,

- ; any banner
which wo might over behold,

IPollowing the grand roview we were
mustered out at Gladensbu rg, Maryland,
and on June 11. 1805, wers on -our * way
home. Our reception home was cordial
but the desire had been awakened for
groater worlds to conquer, and selling
out I moved westward with my family,
arriving in  Mankato on my birthday
October 29th, 1863,

Mr. Pratt on coming to Minnesota, lo-
zated in Sterling township where he
‘lived for thirty years. Ior twenty years
of this timo ho wasa momber of the
‘tewn board and a director of school dis-
trict No. 33 for tweuty-five years. lle
was ono of tho instigators of the build-
‘ing of tho town hall; was treasuror of the
iood Templars lodge for threo years, tho
odge having a membership of 130, Mr.
Oratt has always takon a prominent

art in politics and at one time was a
telegate to the Peoples Party national
cconvention at Omaha and has frequently |
itttended conventions of the Democratic
iarty. As a member of,the G. A. R. he
‘vas prominent in arranging for the first
Decoration day servicos ovor held in this
county outside of Mankato.
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