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ANSWERS CALL 

Grand Array Leader, Survivor of 
Gettysburg Peacefully 

Passes Away. 
The word W e d n e s d a y morn ing tha t 

Col. Mart in M. P r a t t had *'come to 
the end of 'the road" and completed 
life's journey w a s no t en t i re ly unex­
pected to those who th rough the 
mon ths and yea r s have no ted his 
gradual decl ine. H e himself had re­
peatedly expressed his belief t h a t his 
days upon e a r t h w e r e bu t s.hort. H e 
lived a long and useful life, had wit­
nessed m a n y changes and was r eady 
to close the book of life. • 

Mart in P r a t t was no ord inary man . 
On the con t ra ry he w a s a l eader 
among men. Born of humble par­
en tage in the woods of New York 
over 91 yea r s ago he had by hard 
work and toil pushed h is way upward 
unt i l his abi l i ty w a s recognized and 
his judgment consul ted by tjiose abou t 
him. As a boy he a t t e n d e d the old 
log school and on reach ing young 
manhood wielded t he a x e in c lear ing 
the farm of h is f a the r in Montgom­
ery county. Dur ing h is ca ree r upon 
ea r th he wi tnessed t he a d v a n c e m e n t 
from the days of t he cana l boa t and 
the s tage coach* to those of the elec­
tr ic d r iven ca r and t h e ae rop lane . In 
his youthful days h e s w u n g the scy the 
and in l a te r y e a r s wi tnessed the op­
erat ion of the self-binder and the 
t rac tor . As a lad he poured over his 
school books by t h e l ight of a tal low 
candle . In his advanc ing yea r s he 
enjoyed the day l igh t b r i g h t n e s s of 
the modern e lec t r ic l ight , communi­
cated with d i s t an t f r iends by t h e aid 
of the te lephone and read of t he wire­
less tha t clips off t h e messages thou­
sands of miles away. 
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During his long life h u m a n slavery 
was abol ished and he had a pa r t in 
i ts abo l i shmen t for with the break­
ing out of the Civil wa r he enl is ted in 
Company B of the IGth N e w ' Y o r k In­
fantry . 11th a rmy corps. As a mem­
ber of this organiza t ion he partici­
pated in m a n y of t h e m e m o r a b l e bat­
t les of t ha t s tr ife of over a half a cen­
tury ago. Mr. P r a t t had c h a r g e of a 
wagon t ra in dur ing the h i s to r i c bat t le 
of Ge t ty sburg and .his thr i l l ing exper­
iences were g rea t ly enjoyed around 
the Grand Army camp fires of twen­
ty-five yea r s ago as he re la t ed -time 
and t ime again how he m a n a g e d to 
br ing out his ammuni t ion wagons 
wi thou t hav ing them cap tu red . With 
the aid of a glass he had an oppor­
tun i ty of wi tnes s ing the his tor ical 
cha rge m a d e by the F i r s t Minnesota , 
a cha rge which even to this day has 
not been excelled. A cjiarge in which 
262 men w e r e thrown into the very 
j aws of hell to hold the l ine for a 
m o m e n t or two unti l r e in fo rcements 
could be secured , a cha rge in which 
only 47 men were left unin jured , their 
215 compan ions be ing wounded upon 
the batt lefield or hav ing passed over 
the Grea t Divide. 

W h e n peace Avas once more restor­
ed and the w a r d r u m s s i lenced Com-.-
r a d e P r a t t ' s eyes w e r e tu rned toward 
the Avest. H e Avas m u s t e r e d out in 
J u n e , 1865, and tjie following Octo­
b e r c a m e wes t to Minneso ta and to 
S te r l i ng t o w n s h i p . H e r e h e soop 
bui l t up a fa rm and home t h a t was 
knoAvn far and Avide. H e Avas a pros­
pe rous f a rmer and Avhile l iving in the 
towns.hip Avas p rominen t in i t s educa­
t iona l affairs and served for a n u m b e r 
of y e a r s a s a m e m b e r of t he town 
board . . 

W i t h oncoming yea r s h e felt t ha t 
h i s days of toil v/ere over and he 
finally moved to Mapleton Avhere for 
m a n y y e a r s he had been a m e m b e r 
and for severa l yea r s c o m m a n d e r of 
the local G. A. R. Pos t and also a 
m e m b e r of t he Masonic lodge, being 
in po in t of y e a r s the e ldes t m a n in 
t h e order . CONTINUED..... 
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Col. M. M. Pratt 

Mr. P r a t t was no t only a r e a d e r bu t 
a th inker . H e . h a d Jhis own ideas on 
every i m p o r t a n t sub jec t and Avas al-
Avays free to express t h e m and to de­
fend his posi t ion. Hi s ideas a long 
rel igious l ines Avere b road bu t h e be­
lieved t h a t in t h e final end, Avrongs 
Avould be r ighted and all Avould h a v e 
to mee t upon a common level. 

As a ne ighbor and friend h e Avas so­
cial,, companionable and l ibera l . In 
eve ry s tep of life h e h a s been a pa­
t r iot . He loved t he old fiag a n d wJiHe 
he .questioned some of t h e t h ings t h a t 
were, done for' t h e so ld ie r s in t h e re-
c e h t ' w o r l d ' s war , because such con-
yenieincBs and comfor ts w e r e no t fur­
n i shed ' " the boys • In b lue d u r i n g h i s 

t ime of serv ice , h e gave l iberal ly to 
t he Y. M. C. A. and subscr ibed heav­
ily for l ibe r ty bonds . 
"Pie w a s an old Grand A r m y man , 

Avhose record shall r e m a i n 
F o r e v e r upon honor ' s roll wi thou t a 

blot or s t a i n ; 
A mai l who h e a r d and heeded, in d a r k 

days , h i s coun t ry ' s call. 
And re sponded Avith a Avillingness 

to sacrifice his all . 
So in the g r e a t he rea f t e r in high hea­

ven ' s exa l ted plan. 
T h e r e Avill be a s ea t of honor for 

th i s old Grand Army Man." 
Mr. P r a t t Avas twice mar r ied , his 

first Avife be ing Carol ine Orr, a na t ive 
of C a t t a r a u g u s county . New York, to 
v/hom h e was m a r r i e d in November , 
1850. F ive ch i ldren Avere born to 
th i s union, t h o s e r e m a i n i n g to mourn 
the loss of a devoted fa ther be ing 
Mrs . G. B. L a m p of S t e r l i ng ; Mrs . Ida 
Buell of P a s a d e n a , Cal i fornia; and 
Mrs . M. J. Wood of Mounta ina i r , NCAV 
Mexico. Mrs . P r a t t -died on Novem­
b e r 1st, 1895, and t h r e e years l a t e r 
he m a r r i e d Mrs . J. D. H a m m , who 
wi th the t h r e e chi ldren • above men­
tioned, two bro thers . Judge John Pra t t of 
Fai rmont , and Robert P ra t t of Lincoln, 
Pennsylvania, and two sisters, Mrs . Geo. 
Bebee and Mrs . Edward Hawkins, of Eas t 
Otto, New York, besides a number of 
grand children, survive. 

T h e funeral Avill be conducted from 
the family h o m e th is F r iday after­
noon at . one o'clock, Rev. Chas . Har­
r is , of Beauford , to officiate. T h e 
bur ia l Avill be u n d e r Masonic d i rec t ion 
wi th i n t e r m e n t in t he ceme te ry a t 
S te r l ing , wi th in a ve ry s.hort d i s t ance 
of the farm Avhere Mr. P r a t t s p e n t 
so m a n y y e a r s of h is l ife. 


