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Dear S i s t e r 
Having a few moments of l e i s u r e I thought I could not devote 

them t o a b e t t e r purpose than i n w r i t i n g you a few l i n e s t o l e t 
you know t h a t I am s t i l l a l i v e and w e l l hoping you are the same 
I w i l l t r y and t e l l you how we came here We broke Camp a t S t a f f o r d 
the 12th of June and marched t o Hartwood Church a distance of 12 
miles In ^ a day to commence on the next morning we s t a r t e d a t 4 
oclock and marched to C a t l e t t s s t a t i o n 23 miles the next morning 
we marched to C e n t e r v i l l e a distance of 25 miles and stayed there 
one day. We marched from there t o Goose Creek 25 miles f u r t h e r 
and camped there about a week and then we v/ent out about 3 miles 
up the Creek on P i c k e t day before yesterday we s t a r t e d from there 
and marched t o the Potomac River a distance of 9 m i l e s . Yesterday 
morning we s t a r t e d again a t an e a r l y hour marched to t h i s place a 
distance of 33 miles and you had b e t t e r b e l i e v e I f o r one was t i r e d 
when v;e got here. There was q u i t e a number of men died Yesterday 
on the march. V/hen we got here i t was r a i n i n g and we had t o s t i c k 
up our t e n t s and l a y on the wet ground but I s l e p t as sound as I 
would on a f e a t h e r bed I dont know where we s h a l l go from here or 
what we s h a l l do when we get there V/e have got orders t o march i n 
an hour so I must close t h i s l e t t e r and pack up 

Give my love to a l l From your Brother 
J o h n N. P o r t e r 


