
Jan 7th/62 
Camp ne a r F r e d e r i c k s b u r g 

Dear S i s t e r 

I t a k e t h e p r e s e n t o p p o r t u n i t y t o answer y o u r l e t t e r w h i c h I 
Reed, on t h e 5th* I was g l a d t o h e a r f r o m you and t o hear t h a t t h e 
f o l k s were w e l l . I f you o n l y knew how g l a d I am t o g e t a l e t t e r I 
know you wo u l d v / r i t e o f t e n e r t h a n you have done. I s h o u l d have 
w r i t t e n o f t e n e r t h a n I have done i f I had Postage Stamps o r Money 
t o buy any w i t h I have had t o send t o y o u . 
They a r e as scarce as hens t e e t h h e r e Money D i t t o T e l l Sdwin t h a t 
I have n o t f o r g o t t e n him y e t . I am o n l y w r i t i n g f o r you t o send me 
some money now so I can w r i t e some l e t t e r s and buy some Tobacco & 
o t h e r n e s c e s s a r i e s o f l i f e . I have g o t so t i r e d o f e a t i n g h a r d bread 
and p o r k t h a t I t h i n k i f I had some money I wo u l d g e t something 
d i f f e r e n t I have J u s t come o f f guard and I f e e l r a t h e r s l e e p y 
otherways I am i n good h e a l t h Your w i s h t h a t I w o u l d be s i c k 
enough t o be se n t home i s n o t l i k e l y t o be g r a t i f i e d J u s t y e t 
I have n o t l o s t an hours d u t y s i n c e I e n l i s t e d on account o f 
s i c k n e s s I wei g h 177 l b s . A v o i r d u p o i s . I hope I s h a l l n o t be 
s i c k enough t o be s e n t home f o r I s h o u l d be p u t i n t o a H o s p i t a l 
and I dont want t o go t h e r e t h e r e has been 3 deaths s i n c e I w r o t e 
l a s t i n t h i s Regt That i s t h e way t h e y d i s c h a r g e S o l d i e r s down here 
w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n t h e y pay most o f them o f f i n Lead 

I would l i k e t o go home b e t t e r perhaps t h a n you w o u l d l i k e t o '"̂ ^ 
have me. b u t I must see a l i t t l e more o f t h e E l e p h a n t t h a n I have 
seen y e t . I dont l i k e o u r C a p t a i n as w e l l as I d i d and t h e r e s t o f 
th e company a r e D i t t o He i s t o o c r o s s and o v e r b e a r i n g b u t I g e t 
a l o n g w i t h him f i r s t r a t e I have obeyed o r d e r s so f a r t o t h e l e t t e r 
He has neve r spoken a c r o s s word t o me y e t n o r have any o f t h e 
o f f i c e r s . T e l l Judah n o t t o use up a l l o f h i s Oak t i m b e r I may be 
a t home n e x t s p r i n g and I want a Job o f Sawing . I guess t h e 
war w i l l be ove r by t h a t t i m e . We have J u s t completed our Shan t y . 
We have g o t a f i r e p l a c e i n i t and i t i s q u i t e c o m f o r t a b l e , t h e 
whole B r i g a d e i s f i x i n g up f o r w i n t e r q u a r t e r s Our Regt have J u s t 
completed t h e i r Houses. V/e had t o c a r r y o u r t i m b e r about -i" a m i l e 
We a r e c o o k i n g a k e t t l e f u l l o f bean Soup ( Y o r k e r S t i l e ) q u i t e a 
r a r i t y t o u s . V/hat a r e y o u r C h r i s t m a s & New Years d i n n e r s t o be 
compared w i t h such a d i n n e r as ours w i l l be? How I do p i t y you 
poor f o l k s a t home You d o n t know what good l i v i n g i s . But you 
must n o t f a i l t o send me t h a t money t h i s t i m e so I can buy a l o a f 
o f s o f t b r e a d I am a f r a i d I s h a l l g e t accustomed t o good l i v i n g 
so I s h a l l h a t e t o b r e a k o f f i f I keep on e a t i n g H a r d b r e a d . I dont 
know when we s h a l l g e t o u r pay h e r e Can you t e l l me where Wm. 
Andrews i s ? Give my l o v e t o Fannie & Fra n k & L i t t l e A r t h u r I have 
r e a d t h i s l e t t e r o v e r and a l l t h e sense I can make o u t o f i t i s t h a t 
I want some money and am w e l l h o p i n g you a r e t h e same. 

Good Day John N. P o r t e r 
Co H. 154th R e g t . N.Y.S.V. 

I have n o t h e a r d f r o m Ed. V / i l k i n s y e t 


