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0 cotnmanieate, but to the venders of idle gossip he is cold ‘
and repulsive.  Sympathetic in his nature, he pities distress,
and, through his benevolence, relieves it.  He is a liberal
supporter of all worthy ‘enterprises, and patriotism and love
of country is with him a passion.

Happy in his social and domestie relations, happy in the
confidence and respeet of the entire community, happy in
constant communion with himself and his God, long may Le
live a blessing to the commuuity, a benefaction to mankind ;
and when, tirough the fullness of years, Providence shall
have accomplished its designs through him, may he rest
from his labors in the kingdom of God.

HENRY VAN AERNAM#

was born in the town of Marcellus, Onondaga Co., N. Y.,
Mareh 11, 1819, e was the sixth child and fifth son of
Jacob B. and Haunah (Wallace) Van Aernam.  His pater-
nal ancestors ewigrated from Holland to the American col-
onies, and setded near Albany prior to the Revolution, his
active part in the struggle for inde-
e son, Jacob B., imitating the worthy exan-
vl of hiis puariotic sire, actively participated in the war of
1512, Hx.~ maternal ancestors brought with thew from
awid the Highlwds of Scotland that indefeasible inheri-
tance, a love of liberty, stronger than the love of life.
Juacob B. Van Aernam, the father of Henry, removed with
lis family from Mareellus to Little Valley (now Manstield),

o of 1822, when the subject of this sketeh was
Surrounded by an unbroken wildernuess,
Lampered by poverty and the pressing necessities of a large
family of dependent children, the parents of young Henvy

could furni .>h but limited facilities for an edueation ; noth-
ing, in fine, save the great volume of nature thrown broud
open by the Creator’s hand.  Thus he struggled on, with
“here « line and there a precept,” until hie was ten years
of age, bef
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he ever entered eveu the most priwitive of
Bat nature had planted within him the
gevms of more than ordinary intellectual powers, and these
would vegstare and grow despite the hindrances of cold
neglect, aud the waltitude ‘of adverse circumstances by
which he was su'rrouudcd.

In the &l of 1829 and the winter of 1830 he attended
4 common district sehool for the first time, and continaed

cowinon schools,

to wwtend during the semmer and winter tertus until the
autiian of 1851, Paossessed of more than ordinary powers |
of anulytical reasoning, readily deducing results from legit- |
fmiete cuuses, and, withal, possessed of a laudable umbition

te excel ln intcllectnal attainments, his progress was rapid

and acquired abilities extraordinary for oue |
of his years wad limited opportunities. [Iu the winter of
1834, au the age of sixteen years, we find him at what is

aud his natul

now VW est Sulmmanca, measuring, with dignified serides, the
length and brewdil of the rough plank floor of a dingy
edifice, vwi ctween his finger and thuwmb, as a wken
of authority, the ubiquitous ferule, and rejoicing in the
distinctive title of the * schoolmaster.” -

# By Muarvin Older. |

Sthmudated to extra exertions by the promise of a stinted
compensation and “bourd around” among the fawilies of
the primitive lumbermen of that period, the school was a
decided success; and he looks back with glowing pride upon
the order and decorum, the progress and proficiency, of the
two dozen shock-headed pupils in that school upon the con-
fines of the Allegany Reservation. In the spring of 1834
Lic entered the store of Williwm T%. Blliott, in the capacity
of clerk, where he remained until August, 1835, and then
went to Virginia, in the employ of William L. Perce &
Co., contractors upon the James River and Kanawha Canal,

" where he remained for two years, Sceuring, by his integ-

rity and correct deportment, the entire confidence of the
company, he was soon made their confidential clerk and
paymaster,—a position he held and Lonorably filled until
the termination of his cngagement.  He came Lowe in the
fall of 1837, and entercd as a student of the Springville
Academy, where he remained until 1841, meanwhile teach-
ing school in the winter scasons in order to cke out his
means for necessary expenses.  While a studeut his gentle-
manly deportment gave him high rank in social cirveles, his
scholarship placed him among the fivst in Lis cluss, and his
determination to overcome the impediments by which he
was surrounded challenged the adwmivation of all.

At the close of his academic studies in 1841, Le entered,
as a medical student, the office of Levi Goldshurough, in
the village of Waverly, N. Y. One of the prevailing
characteristics of young Van Aernam was thut of positive-
ness; never assuming hypothetical or ambigucus conclusions,
discarding as dangerous every theory not fully established
by a thorough and searching investigation. As a medieal
student he was diligent, energetic, and practical.  Seleet
ahnost to exclusiveness in his associations, with a constitu-
tion unimpaired by indulgence, with a wind naturally strong,
iwproved by study and strengthened by application, and
with woral principles fortified by an intuitive respeet for
the laws of God and man, he passed through the slippery
paths of youth to duwning manhood witheut one blot to
tarnish his reputation or his name. Ile attended medieal
Jectures at Greneva College during the session of 184243,
and soon after entered Willoughby College, Obio, trom
which institution he graduated in 1845.

In the summer of 1845 he located at DBurton (now
Allegany), and commenced the practice of mediciue; und
on the 30th day of November, 1845, e married Miss Awy
M. Etheridge, a lady in every particular worthy to share
the honors and good fortune which have subsequently fullen
to their lot. He continued in the practice of his profession
at the latter place until Mareh, 1848, when he romoved 10
Franklinville, wheve he still resides.
nine years, until the autwmn of 1857, hie devoted his time

During a period of

aud talent to the practice of his profession, aud by his
fidelity and practical skill he secured au extensive patrone
age and the uubounded confidence and esteem of il who
catae within the eirele of his acquaintance. At the general
clection in the fall of 1857, he was clectod to represent the

v Assembly Distriet of Cattarauzus County i the State
Legislature, and the fidelity wich which he zuardeld the
vights and iuterests of his constituents has become a watter

of . wory, and needs no repetition in this conncetion. At
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e close of the Legislative session in the spring of 1853,
he returned to his home and again resawed the practice of
his profession, with a growing popularity and a more ex-
tended ficld of uscfulness., During his whole professional
carcer, Dr. Vau Aernam has never known any distinetion
between the rich and the poor, the high aud the low, bus
wherever discase or physical suffering touud a Jodgment he
cheerfully adopted that as his field of labor, without one
thought of personal consequences to himsell.

As the erisis approached which was to test with such
giant force the strength of Awmerican institutions, Dr. Van
Aernam threw the whole energies of his mind and mighe for
the Union intact, popular freedom, and popular rights. He
lubored zealously to encourage enlistments, and contributed
liberally to alleviate the neeessities of those who had been
deprived of thele nutural supporters by the exigencies of
the war.  Under the eall for troops in the summer of 1862,
he was recommended to the Governor as a suitable person
for the fmporwnt position of regimental surgeon, snd in
Auzust he was ordered to veport at Jamestown, whie he
was examined, approved, commissioned with the rank of
major, and assigned to the 154th Regiment of Infuutry.
On avviving at the front, in the fall, he was soon made sur-
geon of brigade.  In the fall of 1863 he was mude medieal
divector of the 2d division, 11th Army Corps. Tn Mureh,
1864, by a consolidation of the 11th and 12th Army Corps
with a large
20th Army Corps was formed, and placed uuder the com-
mand of Gen, Hooker; this meant * business,” and Van
Aernam weut with the Army Corps. These importane
trusts were no sinecuves, where earpet professionals perform
chivalreus deeds ou paper, but stern vealities in camp and
field, amid the din of battle aud the clwsh of resounding
arms.  As an evidenee of his high standing in the army,
and his cool deliburation under cireumstances of severe trial,
hie was under constant detail upon the operating staff; and
there is no possible form of mutilation which the human
systew is capable of undergoing, that has not fallen under
the personal obuunmun of Henry Van Aernam.

He not only followed the fortunes of the army through
its various marches and campaigns, but served upon the

operativg staff during the battles of Chancellorsville, Gettys-
bure, Wauliatehie, Chattanooga, Ringgold, Rocky-Faced
Ridge, Resuca, Dullas, New Hope Church, Kenesaw Moun-
u.'m,'l’.;uc"x.'l‘rcu Creck, and Atlanta.  Here, entively worn
out with fatizue, and unable louger to sustain the constant
draught upon his physical constitution, he resigned lis
commission, on surgeon's certificate of disability, after an

detachment of Rousseau’s Kentucky troops, the

active service of more than two yc;u's, and left Adanta, Ga.,
ast hospital train, Nov. §, 186:t.  Late in the full
lie reached teeble in hc.mh, to find hiwmself member-
eleet o the 'l‘i'.iﬂ"-uimh Congress from the Thirty-third
Districs off He was re-cleeted in 1866, and
his official record s the people’s represeutative has already
passed into history, and the appvohation of an intelligent
and appreciative constituency of his Congressional carcer
has recently been so significantly recorded that all errors
aud mistukes are wunceessary.

Soon after the insugnration of President Graut, in 1864,
Dr. Van Acernas: w. rominated and confirned as Commis-
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sioner of Pensions.  Tlis keen perceptions, his intuitive
knowledge of humun nature, his experience in Congress
and in the army, his business capacity, and his conceded
professional skill, amply qualified him for the faithful and
cflicient discharge of the delicate and responsible duties of
that position. By his suggestion many important reforms
were inaugurated, and among them was the passage of an
act making pensions payable quarterly instead of scmi-an-
nually, and an order guarding pensioners against numerous
frauds perpetrated against them by unprincipled claim-
ageuts.

Again he returned to the home of his adoption, and again
he entered upon the practice of his profession, which con-
tinues to the present time.

At the recent clection, in the fall of 1878, he was again
clected to the office of representative in our National Con-
gress. The dazling glow of most men is cuhanced by
the altitude they attain, through official station, above the
plane of ordinary life.  Not so with Henry Van Aernam.
Eminent as he has been in his legislative, administra-
tive, military, and professional careers, his sterling qualities
appear to best advantage in the social and domestic cireles,
and in his daily intercourse with his fellow-men.  Ever
forcmost in all enterprises for public good, he is liberal
Cool and collected, he allows no cir-
cumstance to take him by surprise.  Circumspect in all his
deportment, his wm-xi.y example exerts a salutary influence
L the incorporation of
the village, as well as in the organization and successful

almost o profusion.

upon all by whom heis surrounded.

progress of the Cemetery Association, his fur-reaching per-
ceptions, and the force of his mental energy, have been fully
tested and successfully applied. To portray all the sterling
qualities of his versatile mind would require volumes ; saffice
it to say that he is constitutionally a happy man; and by a
species of diffusive contagion imparts the discase to all
around him. Dr. Van Aecrnam and his amisble lady are
Lappy in their domestic relations, in their associutions, in
their surroundings; in the companionship of their two
children, the eldest, a daughter, the wife of the Hon.
James D. McVey, the younger, a son, Charles D. Vau
Aecrnam, a young lawyer of sterling worth and fair prac-
tice in his native village, all inmates under the same roof;
and, above all, happy in the full coufidence of the mercy
of God and the fullness of the atonement wrought by a
crucificd Redeemer, they patiently wait the summons that
shall bid tham depart in peace.

WILLIAM FRANKLIN WEED¥

was born in Darien, Conn., Juue 3, 1811.
tenth child, the fifth and youngest son of Nathau and Mary
Weed, the former of whom was born Sept. 28, 1760, and
the latter, Oct. 28, 1764, both of Stumford (now Darien),
irr the State of Conuccticut. He rvemained at home wich
his pavents until his fiftcenth yeur, enjoying such advantages

e was the

for un education as were afforded by the common schools of
the day, but by application to study and s aptitude to ae-
quive knowledge, he beeame quite proficient fur one of his

= By Marvin Older.



