LOOKOUT VALLEY, Nev. 4th/63

vDéar Frant
We‘get a mail day beZore yesterday & I was much pleased ts ot two from you; eme
dated Octoper 2nd the othar the 19th; It was the first time I had had aletter in

six weeks; & ydu may guess I folt well; I sot eizht - two or three from our folks;

v- were at Brld'~nort until the 27th QOct. building corduroy road & getting out

.rallroad t1cs The mormimg of the 27th we zot our preakfast & pac&id up 'our-thipgs
 ‘ﬂfby rall llght Just light - we started narch«d anv-xteen miles drove eut a reziment
& 2 compawy of rebs % steid all aight in theiy eamp. they left about half am hour

befere we got there. Whiteside, I believe was the mame of the prlace, it was mot

wuch of & place mor are any of their plaeces here. The houses & fclks all look
Just likXe Dave Harmoxs. some little houses 32 feet square will have five or six
women im, twice as marxy chilirea. but our Jjourmey; they had us up before light &

started sbout tem o'clock we came i sight ef Lookout moumtaia & saw the smoke of

the canxxon although we could hear xo report we were ordered to load; marched along

till about two all quiet whem a sharp firimg broke out right ahead & five or six

allets came zip over our heads, & a cavalry man came pack v@duxded. Our faces
paled & little & lips clesed for we expectel a hir figcht bu t there was me ruaz in

us; every mam was ready wex were deployed right & left as skirmishers"that is one

RxX lime each" man five faces from the othar

We skirmished about half a mila thex were ordered to charge % {he way the
rebs got cut of our Way was fum. the fighting was mostly om the right wing ef the
regiment I was ox the left our Co. is the left Co. one of our reg't. got his fimger
shot off py our own mem. our faces were red emough when we stopped for wae went
xearly a mile ox a2 dog tret kmapsacky canteen & haversae®3 on with gun & amunitiox;
Wwe then formed in columa & started along the road they began to shell us from

Lookout M. put they hurt mo one oxly quickered our pacs a little, oxe kurst right

over us & a piece struck abbdut three feet from me to the right, I made up my mind

they'd got to hit closer Zhax that to kill me. we soon got out of reach & formed

a juwction with Grant'!'s men. They cheered us & we them till this old valley fairly

i »d 1 lcomed us
ruag. I tell you if the old flag did mot look good as they wgqved it & we



i *to;¥hoir aid & if they were xot pleased I mever saw mem that wrre for we opened
;;£;i;;ad so they could get provisiors, they were oam quarter rations; Wwe want to
slg;f}iipqctipg to have a godd nights rest. but ibout one o'clock,.Iéﬂas waked

up Aéfﬁeavy musketry firimg right im our rear om the road we cane. We were ordered

to fall im & march right up where they were gighting & lay down, expectixg to go

_in for sure; we could see the flash of the gun; & hear the orders-the-seeoxd Brigado

. charged righﬁ up the hill & drove them out of their rifle pits; two regiments dreve

“‘ig;réﬁféei huidred; so we did mot have to go im after daylight e went up & the
' fL;é;;éiorkl‘our fellows drove them out of. The seeoad brizade lost between two &
'thfee hundred killed & woumded. I saw twenty of thew laid out to be buried one
fellew was shot three times through; it looked t®ugh & I thought to myself will

this ever be my fate put thimks if it iQ*it will be Quick % all my suffering will
be done here below., I hope it may mot, I want to see this rebsllion put down &

get home & enjoy life as men should, the laws respected & comstitution lived up to
until that can be done I might us well be here as there. I an Jjust as well contexted
as I should be there. I guess more $0, you said you heard I was a cooperhead, I
thanxk Gdd it is wot so I'd Just as soom be a2 rebel & soomer far be dead. Not if it

had mot peen for those sreaking craviling things T can't call them men we would

had this war ended; & wmot be our lives & suffering all that a soldéer has to suffer
we'd peem at home the north & south both been better off. Frant you'll met fimd
many copperheads among the soldiers, they are “ome ecowards & fools that are willin;
to be picked radund by the southern chivalry; I hope I am mot made for that purpose,
We have beem on duty everyday had our straps om expectimz a firht, but I do not
think wd® we shall have one, We have got ourpm position & got it fortified if the
rebs think it safe - let them eome, we have breastworks to fight behind our rations

are s little short put we g°t 2 loxg well, I mever was touzher in my life wor

felt any better, I have hardly thouzht of home latly; I was sorry to hear you

were unwell so you ecould ot go back to school. I hove the mext term may find you

well & ready for “tudy. I would like a few apples & & little cider but try & get
alorg this fall without. I have not seen either siuce we camse through Nashville.

Bill sends his pest respects the other boys are all well, Be or £0ooé cheer Frant
& get well there is petter times coming., Tom just ealled me to suoper so gocd pye

& believe me to be your trus & affectiomate friend Edgar. Write soon.

I have no other envelopa so excuse this great awkard ome & poor writixg.



= X Chattaiodga Nev 30th/63

Dear frant

I will take this opoortumity to write you a few limes. There is thirty of
our Rez't. here today we same here with ninety-ome prisomers yesterday. We left
the'Regt. Friday mornimg at Parkers Gap apuut tvixety-miles from here towards
Atlaxta. The boys are all right., Qur regiment lost omly six iw this fight & they
 »;ér§7ﬁ6u!d9d, Rore of them dangerously; we were right in the midst oflit for
three d;&s, but were lucky emdugh to z-t sut allright. The Ewemy had the best
posifion I ever saw, they held a ramge of hills elear rourd our mex had.to eharge
up them to drive them off. Our less is eomparatively small eoxsidering the alouxﬁ

of fighting there was done. They were at it s me point or other all iight &

all day.for three days. Qur victory is comnlete. Chattamooga is full of pPrisonmers,

they are cdming in all the time, the report is that Hooker tdok 1000 last wight.
I got my blanket last night - I have had no blanket mor overcoat iw eight days

I have heen a little cold wow you may guess. There is mo saow but it is very

cold here at present. The report is our Corps is coming Iack if it does proba By

we shall go back to our old quarters, if mot we shall o to the fromt again

PO

tomorrow. My knapsack is im the 91d camp paper & all I should mot had a chance

to write but the sanitary eommision have @ large room on purpose for the soldiers

te write home., So I stepped im here& went to writing. They have to draw wood
about two miles so they don't keep mueh fire & T am colder than a bara, The
lieut. was just in & spoke about going so I nust hurry. Excuse this short letter

I will be better next time. Write soox

From you friemd, Edgar Shannen Goodbye Frant.



