
LOOKOUT V A L L E Y , HOT* 4th/63 

Dear F r a n t 

Wo got a m a i l day i^Core y e s t e r d a y & I was much ploasod t e get two from you; eno 

dated October 2nd the other the 19 t h ; I t was t h e f i r s t time I had had a l e t t e r i n 

s i x weeks; & yAu may guess I f e l t w e l l ; I got e i g h t - two or t h r e e from our f o l k s ; 

7T*» -trere a t Bridgeport u n t i l the 27th Oct* b u i l d i n g corduroy road g e t t i n g out 

r a i l r o a d t i e s . The morning of t h e 27th we got our b r e a k f a s t & pacackd up dour t h i n g s 

by r a i l l i g h t j u s t l i g h t - we s t a r t e d marched seventeen m i l e s drove out a regiment 

& a coaipany of rebs s t r i d a l l n i g h t i n t h e i r camp, th e y l e f t about h a l f an hour 

bofere we got t h e r e * W h i t e s i d e , I b e l i e v e was t h e name of the p l a c e , i t was not 

much of a o l a c e nor a r e any of t h e i r p l a c e s h e r e . The houses <5c f o l k s a l l look 

j u s t l i k e Dave Harmons, some l i t t l e houses 12 f e e t square w i l l have f i v e or s i x 

women i n , t w i c e as many c h i l d r e n , but cur j o u r n e y ; t h e y had us up before l i g h t & 

s t a r t e d about t e n o'clock we came i n s i g h t of Lookout mountain & saw the smoke of 

the oannon although we could hear no r e p o r t we were ordered t o load; marched along 

t i l l about two a l l q u i e t 7*hen a sharp f i r i n g broke out r i g h t ahead !c f i v e or s i x 

b a l l e t s came z i p over our heads, 6: a c a v a l r y man came back w^bunded. Our f a c e s 7 ' -

paled a l i t t l e & l i p s c l c s e d f o r we expecttd a big f i g h t bu t t h e r e was no run i n 

us; every man was ready wex were deployed r i g h t & l e f t a s s k i r m i s h e r s " t h a t i s one 

mxn l i n e each" man f i v e f a c e s from the other 

We s k i r m i s h e d about h a l f a m i l e then were ordered to charge 3c the way the 

rebs got cut of our way was f u n . the f i g h t i n g was mostly on the r i g h t wing e f the 

regiment I was on the l e f t cur Co. i s the l e f t Co. one of our r e g ' t . got h i s f i n g e r 

shot o f f by our own men. our f a c e s were red enough when we stopped f o r we went 

ne a r l y a m i l e on a dog t r e t knapsack^ canteen & h a v e r s a c k ^ on w i t h gun & amunition; 

we then formed i n column (5r s t a r t e d along the road t h e y began t o s h e l l us from 

Lookout M. but they hurt no one only quickened our pace a l i t t l e , one burst r i g h t . ^ 

over us 3c a p i e c e s t r u c k abbut t h r e e f e e t from i^e to the r i g h t , I made up my mind 

they'd got t o h i t c l o s e r than t h a t t o k i l l me. we soon got out of r e a c h k formed 

a j u n c t i o n w i t h Grant's me A. They cheered us k we them t i l l t h i s old v a l l e y f a i r l y , 

ru n - . I t e l l you i f the old f l a g d i d not look good as t h e y wi^ved i t k welcomed us ^ , 



t o t h e i r a i d & i f they were not p l e a s e d I never saw men t h a t ^^r^r^ f o r we opened 

the road so t h e y oould get p r o v i s i o n s , they were on q u a r t e r r a t t o n s T w e went t o 

s l e e p e x p e c t i n g t o have a good n i g h t s r e s t , but about one o ' c l o c k , I j ^ * - * waked 

up fcy heavy maeketry f i r i n g r i g h t i n our r e a r on the road we came. 77e were ordered 

to f a l l i n k march r i g h t up where they were f i g h t i n g k l a y down, expec t i n g t o go 

i n f o r s u r e ; we could see the f l a s h of the gun; k hear the orders-the-second brigade 

charged r i g h t up the h i l l k drove them out of t h e i r r i f l e p i t s ; two regiments drove 

seventeen hundred; so we d i d not have t o ge i n a f t e r d a y l i g h t we went up k the 

breastworks our f e l l o w s drove them o\jt o f . The second brigade l o s t between two & 

thr e e hundred k i l l e d k wounded. I saw twenty of them l a i d out t o be fcuried one 

f e l l o w was shot t h r e e times through; i t looked tSbugh k 1 thought t o myself w i l l r ! 

t h i s ever be ay f a t e but t h i n k s i f i t i j ^ i t w i l l be quick: 3c a l l my s u f f e r i n g w i l l 

be done here below. I hope i t may n o t , I want to see t h i s r e b e l l i o n put down k 

get home k « n j o y l i f e a s men s h o u l d , the laws respected k c o n s t i t u t i o n l i v e d up t o ' 

u n t i l t h a t can be done I might as w e l l be here as t h e r e . I am j u s t as w e l l contented 

as I should be t h e r e . I guess more so, you s a i d you heard I was a copperhead. I 

thank Gi>d i t i s not so I'd j u s t as soon be a r e b e l k sooner f a r be dead. Nol i f i t 

had not feee* f o r those sneaking cr^-wling t h i n g s I can't c a l l them men we would 

had t h i s war ended; k not be our l i v e s k s u f f e r i n g a l l t h a t a s o l d i e r has t o s u f f e r , 

we'd been a t home the north k south both been b e t t e r o f f . F r a n t y o u ' l l not f i n d 

many copperheads among uhe s o l d i e r s , they a r e home cowards k f o o l s t h a t a r c w i l l i n g 

to be picked r^und by the southern c h i v a l r y ; I hope I am not made f o r t h a t purpose. 

Tie have been on duty everyday had our s t r a p s on expecting a f i g h t , but I do not 

t h i n k ni*' we s h a l l have one, we have got our» p o s i t i o n k got i t f o r t i f i e d i f the 

rebs t h i n k i t s a f e - l e t them eome, we have breastworks -tt f i g h t behind our r a t i o n s 

are a l i t t l e s h o r t but wo get a long w e l l . I never was tougher i n my l i f e nor 

f e l t any b e t t o r . I have h a r d l y thought of home l a t l y ; I was s o r r y t o hear you 

were unwell so you could not go back t o s c h o o l . I hope the next term may f i n d you 

w e l l k ready f o r -tudy. I would l i k e a few a p p l e s k a l i t t l e c i d e r but t r y k get 

along t h i s f a l l w i t h o u t . I have not seen e i t h e r s i n c e we came through N a s h v i l l e . 

B i l l sends h i s b e s t r e s p e c t s t h e other boys are a l l w e l l . 6e of good cheer F r a n t 

k get w e l l t h e r e i s b e t t e r times coming. Tom j u s t c a l l e d me t o supper so good bye 

k believe me to be your t r u e k a f f e c t i o n a t e f r i e n d E dgar. Write soon. 

I have no other envelope so excuse t h i s great awkard one k poor w r i t i n g . 



Chattfcxoosa HOT 30th/63 

• • • ' • . . . • .• ; . V v . . . . . . 

Dear F r a n t ^ ' -- ̂^ - -

I w i l l take t h i s opoortunity t o w r i t e you a few l i n e s . There i s t h i r t y of -

our Reg't. here today we ciame here w i t h ninety-one p r i s o n e r s y e s t e r d a y . Y(e l e f t 

the Regt. F r i d a y morning a t P a r k e r s Gap afcout twnety-miles from here towards 

A t l a n t a . The boys are a l l r i g h t . Our regiment l o s t o n l y s i x i n t h i s f i g h t & t h e y 

were wounded, none ©f them dangerously; we were r i g h t i n the midst of i t f o r 

t h r e e d a y s , but were lucky e i i u g h t o g-t out a l l r i g h t . The Enemy had t h e b e s t 

p o s i t i o n I ever saw, t h e y held a rdM5)ge of h i l l s c l e a r round our men had t o eharge 

up them t o d r i v e them o f f . Cur l o s s i s c o m p a r a t i v e l y s m a l l c o n s i d e r i n g the amoTint 

ef f i g h t i n g t h e r e was done. They were a t i t Si^mc point or other a l l night & 

a l l day^Xor t h r e e d a y s . Our v i c t o r y i s complete. Chattanooga i s f u l l of p r i s o n e r s 

they a r e coming i n a l l the t i m e , the r e p o r t i s t h a t Hooker t i o k 1000 l a s t n i g h t . 

I got my blanket l a s t night - I have had no blanket mor overcoat i n e i g h t days 

I have i>een a l i t t l e c o l d now you may g u e s s . There i s no snow but i t i s v e r y 

cold here a t p r e s e n t . The r e p o r t i s our Corps i s coning fc^ck i f i t does probably 

we s h a l l go back t o our old q u a r t e r s , i f not we s h a l l go t o the f r o n t a g a i n 

tomorrow. My knapsack i s i n the 41d camp paper k a l l I should not had a chance 

to w r i t e but the s a n i t a r y eommision have 1 l a r g * room on purpose f o r the s o l d i e r s 

t o w r i t e home. So I stepped i n here& went t o w r i t i n g . They have t o draw wood 

about two miles so they don't keep much f i r e & I am c o l d e r t h a n a W>arn. The 

l i e u t . was j u s t i n k spoke about going so I must h u r r y . Excuse t h i s s hort l e t t e r 

I w i l l fee b e t t e r next t i m e . V / r i t e soon 

From you f r i e n d , Edgar Shannon Goodbye F r a n t . 


