
C l i n t o n , A p r i l 24,1864 

Dear Edgar, 

v a c a t i o n i s over . School has commenced; and I f i n d 
m yself s e t t l e d once more w i t h i n t hese w a l l s or as some o f 
the g i r l s t e r m i t " C l i n t o n I n t e l l e c u a l P r i s o n o f P a r a d i s e " . 

I never was so l o n e l y i n my l i f e . T h i s day has been 
l o n g e r t h a n ought t o be, i f I had had t o stu d y hard I s h o u l d n ' t 
have cared i f i t had been s i x t i m e as l o n g - I am g o i n g 
t o t a k e two s t u d i e s o n l y b e s i d e my music. T h i s w i l l occupy 
n e a r l y a l l o f my t i m e . Mt s t u d i e s a r e A r i t h m e t i c and P h i l o s o p h y . 
The a r i t h m e t i c i s t h e h a r d e s t and ever looked i n t o : i t 
i s Robinson's P r o g r e s s i v e Cypher. perhaps you have seen 
one o f t h e same k i n d . B e f o r e I go any f u r t h e r I w i l l t e l l 
you when I came h e r e . How I came and what k i n d o f a t i m e 
I had coming. I s t a r t e d from E a r l v i l l e l a s t Wednesday morning 
about n i n e o ' c l o c k i n t h e stage o f cour s e ; when I g e t t i m e 
I w i l l t e l l you what I mean. I t was v e r y l i t t l e e a s i e r t r a v e l i n g 
i n a stage when I come back t h a n i t was when I went o u t . 
I t was n o t q u i t e as muddy. I had a v e r y p l e a s a n t r i d e and 
the day was l o v e l y . I reached here about t h r e e o ' c l o c k 
and t o end my p l e a s u r e had a severe head ache. Now d i d n ' t 
I have a n i c e t i m e and i f you o n l y knew what a s p l e n d i d 
t i m e I have had t h i s v a c a t i o n , you would r e j o i c e w i t h me. 
I went every where I wished t o . I went t o a s i n g i n g s c h o o l 
w h i l e t h e r e : I t d i d n ' t seem much l i k e t h e s i n g i n g s c h o o l 
we used t o have i n t h e o l d M e t h o d i s t c h u r c h . you remember 
those do you n o t . I w i l l confess t h e s i n g i n g was what you 
might c a l l h o r r i b l e and t h e s c h o l a r s a c t i n g more l i k e w i l d 
beasts t h a n l i k e human b e i n g s . I b e g i n t o t h i n k Leon i s 
not t h e w o r s t p l a c e . 

I had a l e t t e r f r o m my f a t h e r l a s t n i g h t . he was 
w i t h h i s re g i m e n t b u t was not v e r y w e l l . I have n o t heard 
from my mother y e t - so I cannot t e l l whether I s h a l l go 
home or n o t . I hope she w i l l be b e t t e r when I hear from 
her. 

We are g o i n g t o have a v e r y f u l l s c h o o l t h i s t e r m . 
I suppose t h e y a r e coming i n on account o f i t b e i n g Miss 
Whites l a s t t e r m . I don't know who t h e y are g o i n g t o have 
i n her p l a c e . We have a new music t e a c h e r . I t h i n k I s h a l l 
l i k e her v e r y much. The t e a c h e r s w i l l a l l be men i n a s h o r t 
time - nobody knows. I w i s h I c o u l d s t a y home from church 
today b u t i t s no use, t o w i s h so f a r I've got t o go. 



Edgar, do you n o t t h i n k I am g e t t i n g v e r y w i c k e d , 
t o w i s h t o s t a y a t home from c h u r c h . But I almost know 
you would do t h e same were you i n my p l a c e . I room I 
have a roommate, her name i s P e t t y b o n e , now don't you f a l l 
i n l o v e w i t h i t . I guess she i s a good g i r l or a t l e a s t 
she seems t o be. I w i s h I had some news t o t e l l you b u t 
news are v e r y scarce h e r e . We don't know any more about 
what's g o i n g on i n t h e v i l l a g e t h a n you do. I don't know 
as I care t o know. I sho u l d l i k e t o s t o p t o Leon a few 
moments t o day and see how t h e y pass away t h e t i m e . I presume 
the same as u s u a l . D u l l e r t h a n t h e d u l l e s t . I s n ' t t h a t 
p r o p e r , Egdar you must n o t c r i t i c i z e my l e t t e r t o o severe, 
i f you do I , and t h i n k i n g my judgement would be v e r y heavy, 
much more so t h a n a c u r t a i n t h a n p r i s o n s I don't know as 
I can w r i t e you more t h i s t i m e . 


