
The f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r i s p a r t of an e x h i b i t a t the 
F r e d e r i c k s b u r g V i s i t o r C e n t e r w h i c h i n c l u d e s a matching 
e a r t h e n w a r e cup and s a u c e r and a S t a f f o r d s h i r e cup t a k e n from 
t h a t c i t y i n Dec. 1862 and s e n t back n o r t h by an u n i d e n t i f i e d 
Union s u r g e o n . P h i l P a l e n of Gowanda, N.Y. saw h i s hometown 
mentioned i n t h e l e t t e r and i d e n t i f i e d t h e a u t h o r as Surgeon 
George W. B a r r of t h e 6 4th N.Y. I n f a n t r y . H i s regiment was 
i n t h e Second Corps and l a i d t h e pontoon b r i d g e s a c r o s s the 
Rappahannock R i v e r p r i o r to t h e b a t t l e t h e r e . 

The l e t t e r d e s c r i b e s t h e c a r e of the wounded and t e l l s 
of h i s a t t e n d a n t s p i c k i n g up t h e cups and s a u c e r . These 
i t e m s were donated to t h e museum i n 1948 by a l a d y from 
Richmond. 

Dr. B a r r was a n a t i v e of E v a n s , E r i e County, and s t u d i e d 
m e d i c i n e a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y of B u f f a l o . When the 64th Regt. 
of S t a t e M i l i t i a was o r g a n i z e d i n 1853 he was made i t s 
s u r g e o n . He e n l i s t e d as s u r g e o n i n t h e 6 4th NYVI on Nov. 
20, 1861 and s e r v e d i n t h i s c a p a c i t y d u r i n g t h e R e b e l l i o n . 
A f t e r t h e war he moved to T i t u s v i l l e , PA. 

"Dr Rugg" was Corydon C. Rugg, born i n P e r r y s b u r g , NY on 
May 13, 1822. He p r a c t i c e d m e d i c i n e i n M e a d v i l l e , PA and 
Gowanda, NY u n t i l t h e C i v i l War. I n 1844 he was a p p o i n t e d a 
c o l o n e l i n t h e NYS M i l i t i a . He e n t e r e d t h e C i v i l War as 
c a p t a i n of Co. A, 6 4 t h NYVI, and upon o r g a n i z a t i o n of the 
1 54th NYVI, he v o l u n t e e r e d as a p r i v a t e and was a p p o i n t e d i t s 
a s s i s t a n t s u r g e o n on Nov. 3, 1862. He r e s i g n e d f o r h e a l t h 
r e a s o n s on J a n . 3, 1864, r e t u r n e d to Gowanda, th e n moved to 
R u t l a n d , VT i n Feb. 1874. Four y e a r s l a t e r he moved to 
Jamestown, NY and c o n t i n u e d h i s p r a c t i c e t h e r e u n t i l h i s 
d e a t h on J a n . 14, 1891. 
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My Dear V i n n i e 
I have been so f u l l y o c c u p i e d w i t h the c a r e of 

our wounded t h a t up to t h i s time I c o u l d not s t o p to w r i t e 
you more than t h e a s s u r a n c e t h a t I was u n i n j u r e d m y s e l f and 
d u r i n g t h a t time I have not even s t o p p e d to p r o v i d e f o r my 
own comfort h a v i n g s l e p t i n a t e n t i n w h i c h c o u l d not k i n d l e 
a f i r e and e a t a t t h e t a b l e w i t h 9 o t h e r s who worked w i t h me 
or r e n d e r my d i r e c t i o n & to whom I r e a l i n g u i s h e d t h e t e n t a t 
n i g h t f o r s l e e p i n g p u r p o s e s from 800 we now have but 40 l e f t 
h a v i n g s e n t 

a l l who had s u f f i c i e n t s t r e n g t h t o w a r r a n t i t to Washington 
f o r more c o m f o r t a b l e H o s p i t a l accommodations--Tomorrow I 
s h a l l commit t h e s e t o o t h e r hands and r e t u r n t o camp I 
suppose to a w a i t a n o t h e r c a r n i v a l of s u f f e r i n g and d e a t h - - ! 
met Dr Rugg of t h e 1 5 4 t h today and a c o n s i d e r a b l e number of 
o t h e r s a t t h e i r Regt w h i c h now l i e s w i t h i n 1/2 m i l e a f a r He 
s t i l l p r e s e r v e s h i s e l e m e n t s of B r a g a d o c i o y e t not w i t h the 
e f f o r t w hich he produced i n Gowanda a l l seem to j o i n i n t h e 
o p i n i o n t h a t he r e a l l y knows l e s s t h a n he assumes t o Del 
C h a f f e i s w e l l 8» w e l l l i k e d I t h i n k - - T h e a r t i c l e s I send you 
i n t h e Box E x p r e s s were p i c k e d up by my a t t e n d a n t s 

i n t h e i r about town and e a c h a r t i c l e seemed w o r t h l e s s 
on a c c o u n t of t h e abundance of s u c h a r t i c l e s F r e d r i c k s b u r g h 
must have been a r i c h town a l t h o u g h I have not p a s s e d through 
i t m y s e l f enough t o form a c o r r e c t i d e a of i t . My f i r s t 
a t t e n t i o n was t u r n e d to l o c a t i n g H o s p i t a l s and n e x t work 
crowded upon me so f a s t t h a t I had no time to look about me 
u n t i l t h e o r d e r came to r e t r e a t S i n c e t h e n u n t i l now you 
have l e a r n e d from me how I was o c c u p i e d Remember me to a l l & 
w r i t e a f t e r 

Y o u r s a f f e c t i o n a l l y 

Geo 

W r i t e me i m m e d i a t e l y on the a r r i v a l of t h e h o r s e and how she 
l o o k s &c S»c 


