Jan 27th /64
Loockout valley Ten /
My dear tfather

atter wating pasently for many weeis I have recleved a letter L'ro
You dated Dec 13th for some reason unacountedanle to me 1t hath been
dglayed while others have came to hand I am sory that a few simple questions
ghould alarm you and what those powcrs of curth and hell alr I cannot
emagen those questions alr freely talked about and answard in both ways
a8 they admit of but two answoers and Mr Valandangham of ohio hath been
the greatest sufererican think ot at present}but you can have no cause
to fear his punishment for a fow words in a ljr'ivat;e letter And I am a
ware that an answer would be useless in changling my openion but it would do
me good to know that you could uphold princavels that you ware not
ashaned of now let me talk plain to you I have no doubt that you do
not approv of the gencrall procedings of the goverment in rélation to the
war and amansapatlion though there way be some exeptions but you have got
in such a habbit of talkilng aginst the prescdent that you would be
ashame to do other ways Now you had the 1dla that the way to put down.bhs
rebelion would be to encourage riot and insorection among the slaﬁes to
in coraage them to kill and distroy every thing and gain their own fredom
and in that way put down the rebclion and lcave Lhe north to go on in
peace and stay at home but the north is guiluy in the sin of slavery as
well as the south thaugh not Lo the came extent and hath to bare its
share of punishment and while the whole nation air being sorly chestised
we have grate reason to be thanktull that we alr wald the honered instra-
nents in gods hand of removing tha curse of slavery fron our land John
Brown made an atenpt but god not prosgsperim him so he was power less as
to binkonky)going to turn the slaves back 1s perfick nonsens do you sopose

that he would do every thing to make then think them selvs free and then
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attempt to enelave them again you speak of sevearal stats whare you say
that slavery 1s right anought now you know that the presedent hath don
all he can to encourage anansapation in those states and talk about

hint 1n papers and removing ofisers 1s worth then nonsens and in your
talk about moses and ellas delivering all power up to Chrise you make an
on sel agalnst the chrstian religon as we worship a god that hath all
power 1in his own hands and who exested to all eternity the Christions
god was the god of moses and the profets the lamb slain from the found-
ashion of the world and Jobe could suy I know that my redemer lives and
1t wae the same volse that talked with Mosce that sald this 1s my beloved
sun and if you read the psalms 1 think you will find that David heard
him and the prophets scens to bee femilier with the babe of Bethelaham
and the man of sorrow but i1 might write all day on that subject and then
say as much morc now that peacc of paper the wanted to take the town

the soldlers road in and found no emeny well they had the town and what
more could the ask 1f the only wanted to {ight why they could fight each
other and not be so badly disapinted after all if there was any thing to
be galned by thelr .posecsing the town it was gained when the got 1t fight
or no fight I think 1t must have been a diferent war from this for i am
shure that we do mot fcecel bad when we find no one to fight and if thé
southern towns ware like that one we would be to home and the children
would umls the chance of seeing the bright butltons but i1 think the south is
enprovelini fast and we can soon cary our culers to any town we wish and
find no eneny but I mus close hopeing that 1 have said nothinf to ofend
you pleasc write soon 1 ghall be ¢lad Lo rescave a lettor on any subject
if you do mot wieh (o make the war wour gsubject write ofout any thing .
else my love to mother and all the rcst of the folks yours

James D Guillian



