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Dear Morgan: 

Thank you very much f o r granting me the opportunity to examine the 
l e t t e r s of James Q u i l l i a m . The l e t t e r s are v a l u a b l e f o r the i n s i g h t s 
they f u r n i s h to the a t t i t u d e s of a common s o l d i e r during the C i v i l War. 

I t i s my understanding t h a t the owner of these l e t t e r s wished both to 
le a r n more about Mr. Q u i l l i a m as a s o l d i e r and about the p o s s i b i l i t y 
of having the l e t t e r s p r i n t e d . As to the former question, I would 
suggest w r i t i n g to the Old M i l i t a r y Records D i v i s i o n of the National 
A r c h i v e s , General S e r v i c e s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , Washington, D.C., 20402, 

^ and asking to obtain copies of Mr. Q u i l l i a m * s compiled s e r v i c e record. 
The owner should f u r n i s h as much information as p o s s i b l e as to name 
and : amber of Mr. Q u i l l i a m * s regiment, h i s date of e n l i s t m e n t ( i f known) 
and other p e r t i n e n t data. The compiled s e r v i c e record was made a f t e r 
the C i v i l War and contains a l l r e f e r e n c e s i n e x i s t i n g War Department 
records (muster r o l l s , pay vouchers, e t c . ) to the i n d i v i d u a l ' s m i l i t a r y 
c a r e e r . I t w i l l not con t a i n , of course, d e s c r i p t i o n s of b a t t l e s , or 
engagements, but w i l l provide a kin d of i t i n e r y of h i s l i f e i n the 
army t h a t w i l l supplement what the l e t t e r s r e v e a l about him. There 
w i l l be a fee f o r the reproduction of these l e t t e r s , of course, but 
i t should not be a lar g e one. The owner may a l s o wish to i n q u i r e , when 
w r i t i n g about the ±iove, how to a s c e r t a i n i f Mr. Q u i l l i a m ' s widow ever 
f i l e d an a p p l i c a t i o n f o r a pension a f t e r the war. I f she d i d , and the 
p e t i t i o n s t i l l e x i s t s a t the A r c h i v e s , i t should c o n t a i n a b i o g r a p h i c a l 
statement that would be of i n t e r e s t . I f the o r i g i n a l p e t i t i o n i s on 
f i l e , a copy of i t could be obtained i n e x p e n s i v e l y from the A r c h i v e s . 

As to the l a t t e r q u estion, w h i l e I do f e e l that the l e t t e r s m e r i t pub­
l i c a t i o n , I am doubtful t h a t the l e t t e r s can be or should be published 
i n t h e i r e n t i r e t y . I am doubtful t h a t they can be, f o r a number of 
p r a c t i c a l reasons. F i r s t of a l l , we are now approaching the B i c e n t e n n i a l 
of the American Revolution, and commercial p u b l i s h e r s are devoting t h e i r 
a t t e n t i o n to p r o j e c t s r e l e v a n t to t h a t . Unless the m a t e r i a l i s r e a l l y * 
outstanding. C i v i l War l e t t e r s have to take a back s e a t . The p o s s i b i l i t y 
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e x i s t s t h a t a p r i v a t e p r e s s might be w i l l i n g to undertake the p u b l i c a ­
t i o n . But t h i s type of press operates under a c o n t r a c t p r o v i d i n g t h a t 
the owner cover a l l p u b l i c a t i o n c o s t s not met by s a l e s , which can be a 
very expensive b u s i n e s s . I am a l s o doubtful t h a t the l e t t e r s should be 
published i n t h e i r e n t i r e t y . Mr. Q u i l l i a m was a s o l d i e r i n the ranks, 
and h i s o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r o b s e r v a t i o n were t h e r e f o r e l i m i t e d . Some 
p r i v a t e s o l d i e r s of t h i s nature, who had been lawyers or newspaper 
e d i t o r s before the war, or who i n some p r o f e s s i o n had acq u i r e d great 
perception and a r t i c u l a t e n e s s , have l e f t v a l u a b l e accounts. Mr. 
Qu i l l i a m was obviously not such a person. T h i s i s not to denigrate the 
value of what he has l e f t behind; i t i s simply to suggest t h a t more 
value would be gained by a j u d i c i o u s c u l l i n g of the l e t t e r s than by 
verbatim p u b l i c a t i o n . 

E d i t i n g the l e t t e r s f o r p u b l i c a t i o n i n an h i s t o r i c a l j o u r n a l o f f e r s a 
v a r i e t y of p o s s i b i l i t i e s . From the l e t t e r s could be e x t r a c t e d a good view 
of the l i f e of the common s o l d i e r i n camp and f i e l d . I am e s p e c i a l l y 
a t t r a c t e d by the v i s i t of P r e s i d e n t L i n c o l n , the church attendance with 
General 0. 0. Howard, and the information t h a t the gentleman f u r n i s h e d 
each s o l d i e r i n the regiment with c e r t a i n g r a t u i t i e s i n exchange f o r 
having the camp i n V i r g i n i a named f o r him. E s p e c i a l l y poignant are the 
f i n a l l e t t e r s concerning Mr. Q u i l l i a m ' s death. Also, given the obvious 
concern of Mr. Q u i l l i a m about h i s family farm, i t would be" p o s s i b l e to 
use the l e t t e r s to develop the theme of the C i v i l War Home f r o n t . 
Obviously, i n e i t h e r case, the m a t e r i a l i n the l e t t e r s would have to be 
supplemented with m a t e r i a l drawn from other contemporary sources, such 
as newspapers. But the l e t t e r s s h e u l d serve as the c e n t r a l focus of the 
a r t i c l e . To follow the l a t t e r suggestions w i l l o b v i o u s l y r e q u i r e more 
labor than p u b l i c a t i o n i n e n t i r e t y , but a t co n s i d e r a b l y l e s s c o s t . And 
i t i s my opinion t h a t the f i n a l r e s u l t w i l l be much more u s e f u l to the 
s c h o l a r of the C i v i l War. 

\ 
Again, l e t me express my a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r the opportunity to examine 
the Q u i l l i a m l e t t e r s . I hope that you w i l l a l s o express my a p p r e c i a t i o n 
to t h e i r owner. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

David E. Meerse 
A s s o c i a t e P r o f e s s o r 
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