
Dear Mr. DunkeJman: 

TIMOTHY H. BAKKEN  

3 Octoter 1995 

EnclosErl is a description of a snall group of letters that may 
be of interest to you. 

These are presently on han::l at $190, postpaid an::! insurErl, 
with availability guaranteErl for tv.D weeks from date; subject 
thereafter to prior sale. 

Sincerely yours 

Tirrothy H. Bakken 



W.W. NOR'IDN. Chaplain, 154th New York Infantry Volunteers. Series of 
six letters written to his daughter "Frankie" at Otto, N.Y. (she 
was later Mrs. Oramel Be:ich of Battle Creek, Michigan) while on the 
Atlanta campaign and the "march to the sea" arrl just prior to 
the unit's march h:>meward. Each letter is 4 pages, octavo size, 
and in very good corrlition; the letter of January 4th is rrouse-chEWed 
at left margin (i.e. along the central vertical fold of the notesheet), 
taking b3ginnings or en:iings of perhaps a dozen ¼Drds tut not affecting 
the sense of the letter. 

Atlanta, 3 N::>vernber 1864 - They are aoout startin:J on a long march; 
his real th is good, and re has ha d much kin:lness and favor shown him 
since leavin:J h::me but his heart is with tlan. If spared he will ever 
after "rejoice in the part I. .. have ••• take (n) in this rebellion." 
Reports Oramel has just arrivErl arrl has had a hard time of it, will 
probably go to hospital; he has sec,..rred a lx>ttle of blackberry cordial 
for Oramel fran the Christian Comnission. His canplaintis diarrhea, 
camon arronJ the "new men" due to change of livin:J arran:Janents. 
Exhorts Frankie to help her rrother, be a second rrother to the younger 
children, be a faithful Christian, etc., attend the Tuesday evenin:J 
prayer meetings and pray for him. "I lnpe my Chaplaincy will 
eventuate in good to :YOU all. •. " 

Atlanta, 4 Novanber 1864 - Has a chance to serrl another letter by 
Surgeon Van Aernam (Henry Van Aern3ffi, later Congressman) • Gives sane 
details of Oramel's sickness; oo goes back to Chattanocga and thence 
Nashville as• 0 g)()n as -the hospital train arrives. Does not wish to 
alann Frankie "but dearest I will not di�ise ••• that many are taken 
off with this disrese." Entertains ropes for Oram:tl.' s religious views. 
Again, the great <lan:Jer with his disease is · "ne.<jlect •••• (C) cmni t all 
unto the hands of God & may he bless :YOU lx>th ••• 11 He expects he will 
not hear fran Oramel save through Frankie rDN tlat Orarnel will be gone 
fran the regiment. They are aoout startin:J upon a long campaign and 
"it will be a long time even if we are successful & have a prosperous 
march before we shall cane out ro as to be in cx:mm.mication with hare ... " 

"Before Savannah Ga.", 17 Decanber 1864 -- First mail in a rronth was 
distril::uta::l to regiments tx::xiay. He received six letters, which he put 
in his {X)Cket until re had distril:ute::i nail at the oospital. Back at 
his tent he opened and read than; tells win they were fran, and regret 
at oone be.im fran "Wife." He eloquently expresses his longi.JB to see 
tlan all by describinJ h:M he read than: "Irragire me, surrourrle::i by 
wagons & tents & . teams ••• in the ••• pine wxrls ••• here & there an oak. 
I sat down by the fire before our tent just at sunset. 'Ihe Rebs ••• 
opened a cannonade along their lines ••• & there I read trose peaceful 
lone letters amid the very din of 'War • • •  " Reports WJrking hard in 
rospital, writing for sick soldiers, etc. He has written fran here 
ooce, once,"by private cx::mveyaoce; they will rDN have regular 
nail arraJBenents 9'.)()n. Rer:orts arrival of sane other N. Y. men an:l 
officers, capture::i at Gettysburg, win have escaped frOll Colurnhls, S.C. 
an:l been 21 days on the road; they rer:ort sane men of the 154th 
in priron tut well. Hopes 9'.)()n to write frOll Savannah, but fears 
many brave 1:oys must fall ere they enter it. 



(:tbrton 154th New York 2) 

Savannah, Ga., 4 January 1865 - Has had nothinJ later than Frankie's 
Thanksgiving letter, although they are able to sen:1 out mail daily. 
Is well rut very rusy, arrl as an example outlines his previous day: 
getting a team for w:::xxl., walking a mile to hospital with arms full of 
reading fran Rev. Mr. Alvord of the Boston Tract Society, gettiTB the 
ooys to distribute it amo!B the wards, goiTB to chaplains' rneetinq 
at Gen. Ik:Mard' s H.Q., eatiTB dinner at carrp then riding a mile to 
tie cemetery to help rury 3 men \-t10 died in oospital; l::ack to camp 
for lunch as he · could not wait for supper arrl did oot want to return 
again; walking again to oospital, then going with the Confederate 
chaplain to meet a doctor operating a young ladies' seninary, etc. 
Reports the Christian Ccmnission chaplains have arranged for services 
every evening at a city church; he will probably be one of the prrechers. 
Col. Jones goes h:rne today, "I wish I could do the same ••• " 

Savannah, Ga., 15 January 1865 -- cautions tha.t Frankie's love arrl 
interest for Oramel may cause neglect of heme duties, burdening her 
rrntl)Err woo is oot really well. Admits tha. t he wrote her aJrl Mary Beach 
in order to prepare them for the worst when Oramel left Atlanta, bein:J 
doubtful if he v.OUJ.d live, "I knew his only chance was rest arrl gocxl 
treatment •.• " He does not think Oramel will be able to do an� the 
rest of his enlisunent. Reports himself well arrl canfortably situated, 
rut likely will be canpelled to leave on aoother campaign, which he 
dreads as the weather will probably not be as gcx:rl arrl there will 
likely be nore opp:>sition. But if such are the orders, he will go 
forward, trustim to God. 

"camp near Raleigh N.C.", 28 April 1865 - He serrls this by the last 
mail ere their lon;r narch h:rneward. Is grateful circumstan:::es have oot 
obliged him to l:::e in rrn.ich acrual warfare, to see fields of dead arrl 
dy.D"B; he has th:,ugh seen sufferlllJ in oospitals arrl otherwise 
en:iured enough hardress to make him loTB for h::rre. 'Ihey smuld oot 
rope to see him too soon; expects delays will prevent rrn.ister out 
until July. Oramel probably will oot be able to get around ro as 
to join tlsn in Washin;rton. '!hey will start trnorrow rrornil'B at 
4 A.M. '!he journey oorthward smuld be pleasant, as they will oot 
have to forage, even for the animals. Reports seein:; John Melby, 
wh:l is connected with govt. rail transportation fran the coast. 


