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Queen’s Branch Hospital, Alexandria, awd vetirned for duty Ut'r_‘.
20, 1864, Mar. 28, 1865 he was againsent to the A, C. hospital at Ci-
ty Point, from thence to Mt. Pleasant, and finally to White Hall, Pa..
where he was finally discharged. June 23, 1865. 1n Oct., "G4, while in
the Queen’s Branch llospital, the order came that all voters then in
hospitals could go home on short furloughs to votein the November
presidential election.  When o patient entered the hospital, a card,
on which was written his name, age, Co, and Begt.. disense and date
of entrance, was placed on the end hoard of his cot.  **1 was then oun-
ly 20 yeurs of age. My partner, Tom, said “George, you can’t go home
and Lean.”  *Well, L am going anyway™ L veplied. So 1 waited until
late in the night when all the others except Tom were asleép, when |1
ok my knife, cavelully sevatched out the *O7 and made it 1 on the
card. At that moment 1 heard the heavy tread of the hospital stew-
ard, accompanied by the surgeon, appreach.  Of conrse, | sank back
and when they came near my bed, I was profoundly sieeping, looking
out of the corner of my eyes at Tom and the surgeon. “llow old is
George?” usked the doctor.  *“Ile was 20 when he entered here™ re-
plied the steward.  **Better make sure, for we furlongh them to-mor-
row” commanded the surgeon. So the steward examined the eard sl
read the *21."  Then the doctor shook owr wmischevious sleeper:
*George,” no response; *“(icorge,” no respouse.  **1 say, George. how
old are you?” Drowsily George awoke and looked wonderingly ahout
him, then rubbed his eyes, “Wish you'd go off and mind your own
business.”™ “You're not 21, ave you?" chimed in the steward, A
least you werc not when you came here.”™ *Well, a fellow could have
a birthday sinee then, eould’nr he?" Tasked. | could see Tom’s Ded
Just shaking all over; he was biting his tongue, trying to keep from
laughing. The next day the surgeon vead the names of those to he
sent home; my name was on the paper but he did not vead ity and af-
ter three days of trying | at last succeeded in getting home.™ At De-
thesda Church he was wounded in left knee by gunshot. Lir front of
Petersburg, while carrying canteens of water to his suflering com-
rades, he received a sunstroke. The spring was half a mile from the
entrenchments, and a part of the way was directly exposed to direet
fire of rebel sharpshooters; the day was fearfully hot, and the thirst of
the weary soldiers wasintense.  Our comrade had made several trips
that day for water, and in the glow of the evening he set out on his
last trip, and onreturn to camp he fell senseless.  1lis record as asol-
dier is a noble one, full of heroic service. On his return (rom the army
he chose as a helpmate on life’s hard journey Fanny M. Sill, danghter
of John W. and Cavroline (Searle) Siil. They were wmarried July 4,
1866 at Hinsdale, N. Y. by Rev. Cherrynian. One son, Louis A., born
Aprii 14, 1878, came to complete this home. Mrs. Hackett was born
April 1, 1846, and after nearly twenty-five vears of faith(ull devoted
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companionship, the wife and mother was called to the *hetter Lo,
S‘-‘{’l- 4 18920 an Hinsdale, occured the second marringe of o cone-
rade, 1o Bliza ). (Case) Willizns, danghter of Philinder and Mavy
(Sweet) Williams.  David L. Hackett served inan Ll veghmnent, and
laterin the regulars.  Comrade George S. Hackett isa member of the
A0 U WL Good Templars, and Baptist Clinveh sinee 1868, e is
the trusted engineerand fireman of the Dean & Spring Casker et
ry. and one of the honoved men of Franklinville, N, Y.

I'ETER MESSINGER,

June 1, 1831 in the old town of Baden, Germany, a=on was born in-
to the howe of Cheistinn and Pheoniein Hollan Messineer 1o sren
o be astrong, vigorous man: his Edher had served with Nuapoleon on
the fatal Russian Campaign. Mis bhrother. John K. 1. and himself
were in the German Rebellion of 1848, he being on the vebel side,
Sept. 14, 1855 he landed in New York City, and July 9, 1857, a1 Ole-
an, No Y., e was nuited in marvinge to Catherine Baeliman, who was
Forn April 6, 1838 a0t Wartenhorg, Germany. Fowr ehildren el
this waion, Karl T horn e B ISHS, Cora M b Moy 290 1866, -
ma b Sept. 30, 1868, awnd Nittie b, Feb, 20, 1873, e was ehgaced as
wmill-man on the ont-break of the Civil Wars e went 1o Killhuek.,
and Aug. 12, 1862 enterved the ranks of Co. A, 1hbth N. Y. V. L. Isi
Brig., 2d Div,, 11th AL G Iaving served in tie German army, he
was soon promoted to orderly sergeant. e was o participantae Fred-
evicksburg, Muwd Campaign, Chaneellovsville, sl Geriyshiree, where,
July 1, 1863, he was wounded through vight eall’ by sunshor, tiken
prisoner by Longstreet’s Corps. We will not attempt to picturee (he
sulleving of his 20 months imprisomment: he fiest went o Belle Tshinl
for seven months, and Feb. 19, 1864 was doomed o Andersonvilie.
undergoing the horrors of this modern Hell till Aue., G4 1is eXper-
ience therve is most tonehing suffering with the blaek senrvy. bl
legs drawn up, his gums and mouth almost rotted awave he deewed
himself each day down to the stream to drink: he was caveied o o
ddie, but with that terrible determination tolive, becanse, i~ he said.
*1 didn’t want to die among those rebs, 1 wanted to sce the ohl Stars
i Stripes once more.” It was only this that kept him up. The re-
hels often asked lim to enlist in their aviy: D will ot heve hefore |
raise one finger against the old flag.™  On the approach of Sherman’s
army he was hustled o Savannah for six weeks, Black Sheer, (wo
weeks, Milan for two months, Florence, two months, Salishury for finn:
days, Raleigh, 24 hours, snd Mar. 11865, at Goldshurg, e was -
olled. e hal entered the prison one of the most powerful wen in the
avmy, weighing 154 pounds, he cume ont weighing less than 1002 e
2101865, at Blmiva, N. Y., he was given his honorable dischayee, 11



returned home, u wreck of his former fine physique. The wife’s broth-
‘ersy Henry and Lewis Bachman, served in the German army.  Com.

N -Messinger’s is one of those sunshine natures, and his devotion to the

country in her hour of need shows the nobility of his nature, for even

Stars and Stripes flout over » united Nation.” He las been a Mason

since 1868, having taken the third degree. Ie holds a position of ho-

“1ior and trust as car inspector in the railroad yard. Sherwood Post is

+ favored with his membership. He lives with his interesting fawily at
* Salamanca, N. Y. '

' : SPENCER S. PREAKE

A son‘of Olive and Mirmda (Strong) Veake, was born Sept. 30, 1832
‘at Delhi, N. Y., and settledin this county in 1854. He was engaged
a8 & booitkeeper and had learnt the carpenter trade before the war.
When the War began, he at once enlisted, April 14, 1861, in the three

~_ ‘months service and later sworn in for a longer period, in Co. K, 85th

N. Y. V.L,4th A. C. He was the first private to enlist in his com-
pany, und before the close of his service was promoted to 2d Lieut. In
-July, "62 he was sick with the fever in field hospital near New Kent
C. H., and for the greater partof the time was insane, seut to hospital
at White House Landing on July 4, 1862, at Yorktown he caune to for
a time because of the roar of the cannons, and at last was sent to Ports-
mouth Grove, R. L., where he remained till Sept., 1862, rejoining his
command at Newport News. They were immediately in action, skir-
wishing from Suffolk, thence to Newburn, N. C., where they wintere
1862-8. Ile was on the expedition to burn the railroad bridge near

.. Goldsboro, being gone 21 days. I'vom Newburn they moved to Ply-

. mouth, where forts were built and lie was among the heroic defenders
of this fort when the rebels laid siege to and capturedit. Ile relates

~ the story of the battle: ““April 18, 1864, in the grey of the eveping, the

rebels attacked the fort; after a few volleys 1 was wounded in the
ine and lay behind a log till after midnight, captured wnd sent to

M
_+ Macon, Ga., in the hospital six weeks, where he heard the guns ol
". "« Sherman on his way to the Sea; from thence he was sent to Savannal

.and at last to Charlestown. ““How glorious was the sight of the star-
spangled banner engravened upon the clear cmerald sky on that beau-
tifal morning! There were tears of joy in our eyes as we beleld that
flag floating so calmly above the forts at Wilmington. 1 shall never
forget that sight.” For six weeks he witnessed the bombardment undey
Gen. Gillmore, when the famous “Swamp Angel” did her noble work
on the rebel forts. From thence he was transferred to hospital at
Columbia, where he remained during the winter, having often to
walk to keep from freezing to death; from thence he went to Charlotte
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~now he says, “I"would go through it all again, if need Le, to see the .
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and on Mar. 1, 1865 he went to Wilmington ou the cattle cars, a terri-
ble storin of sleet and rain came and he was almost exhuausted when
he reachied his destination.  Mar, 13, 1865 he was discharged from the
service at Aunapolis, Md. Feb. 9, 1870 he was united in marviage to
Louisa A. Fay, daughter of Benjamin and Phoeba M. (Shaver) Fay.
She was born Dec. 27, 1838 at Hinsdale, N. Y.  Four children have
hallowed their howme ties, E. Earle b, Nov. 17, 1870, Mearle B. b. Dec.
21, 1877, Lua A. b. Nov. 18,1872, and Lilian E. h. June 21, 1874
His uncle, Elijal Peake, was in war ol 1812; wife's brother, Walter
M. Fay, Co. K, 85th N. Y. V. L, died of fever on hospital ship near
Portsmouth Grove, R. 1. Com. Peake had the misfortune to have u
log roll on his vight foot, resulting in the mmputation of that member
in 1867, Ile ix a farmer by ocenpation, and one of the honored men
of his eounty: he may be addressed at Ilinsdale, N. Y.

LYMAN THORNTUN,

A sonof Alowzo R and Adaline (Steward) Thorntou, was born Jun.
14,1846 at Yorkshire, N. Y. le was aged 16 years ween he  enlisted
July 29,1862 at Ischua, N. Y. in Co. C, 154th N. Y. V. L., 3d Brig..
2d Div,, 1leh A, C. With this noble regiment he fought at Gettys-
burg, Lookout Mt., Missionary Ridge, Wauhachie Valley, Manassas
Gap, and the pursuit of the “Johunies” from Missionary Ridge to
Kunoxville. In May, 1863 he was in hospital at Acqua Creek for one
month on account of diarrhea, aud in Nov., 1864 was in hospital at
Nashville, Iater at Cincinnati, and from there received a furlough,
returning to command in Spring of 1865 at Raleigh, N. C. Comrade
Thornton was consitdered the hest “Jay-hawker” of the 154th N. Y.
Muany are the stories he can tell of the foraging. 1le relates one: “We
had been marching all day and of course were tired and hungry. Our
Colonel dropped back, and in alow tone, said to me, “L haven’t any
thing to cat for supper.” *“*Colonel, 'm powerful tired, but I'll wry.
So 1 lagged behind and soon fell out of ranks, then took it cross coun-
try about n mile, came to a farm house. Two fut turkeys strutted in
the yard; 1 entered the house; two women were sitting there, *“How
much for your turkeys?”’ I asked. “Ten dollars™ was the veply. *All
right, go get them.” While they were gone, I rummaged the house
and found some meal and other stuff, put it in a bag and set it down
by che door. They soon returned, hearing the two fowls with legs tied
together. **How much for this,” I pointed to the bag on the floor.
“Four Dollars.” *That makes fourteen don’t it?”" Shoulderirgmy bag
and taking the turkeys by the legs I said, “Charge it to Uncle Sam, if

ou are loyal, you will get your pay,” then marched off.”  After he
1ad served his country faithfully, he was given his hoiorable dlseharge
June 11,1865 at Washington. Nov. 12, 1865, at Machias, N. Y., le




