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FIGrmNG  TT"  OVER:  VAT  cxpR vHHRZINs  HAVE  TO  sAy  ABcxpT  REIR  Ore

CAMPAICINS  --TTH  HE\7ENTTI  corms:  VIIAT  Is  TtH  REAL  ENlrm]s  oF  TIH

AIT2ucKs  cN  THAT  OnGANlzATlcIN?

His article does, not really  say,  he chly defends the  llth Corps actions.
The  f irst  few paragraphs  defend Ames  and Barlow and describes  the open
positions ,ofbthe  llth Co]=ps.    Following are  the paragraphs  that deal• somewhat. with Vtbe, action-of  the  154th New York  Infantry  that  day.

"At  4  pin,  when  it became  evident that the,` advanced position could

be held no  longer,  the First Brigade,  Second Division,  Eleventh Corps,
was order.ed to advance  through the  town and cover the retreat.    Thus,
in the  fortunes of war,  this brigade was required to go forward to the
post of  duty when  their comrades. mere  in retreat.   'Umder  such circumstances
it requires the nerve and staying qualities of veterans.    The mcyvenent
vas performed in fine  style.    MDving out Stratton Street on the double
quick,  they swung into  line  just in front of Kthn's brick-kiln.
Hardly had they reached their position before they were, attacked by Hoke' s
Brigade  in  front,  supported by Smith' s Brigade,  while Hay' s Brigade
actually lroved to their rear past their  left flank.   Although nearly
surrounded,  those nan,  who had  so nobly withstood the onslaught of
Stonewall Tackson' s  legions  at Chancellorsville,  now met the assault of
Early's  Divieion with unflinching  firmness.    Col.  Godwin,  who  c"rmanded
Hoke's  Brigade,  says   (see  Official  Records,  Series  1,  Vol.  27,  page  484) :
"They stobhornly held their position until we were actually in their

rrddst."    Hoke's  Brigade  lost  145 nan  in  this, assault,  and when Bushbeck's
Old Brigade finally fell back,  their  four snail regjmentsT were  surrounded
by  14  regiments of the eneny at  short range;  and yet their retreat was
far frcim being a rout,  as  they  stopped at the kiln and fired a few
parting  shotsq7` and after regaining the  street resisted the advance of
Hay's Brigade with one gun of Dilger`s  Battery,  which had  fixed prolonge
and was  fired retreating.

It will  take  son:nothing more  than the unsuppofted word of  this  new
historiari  (?)  to prove to the survivors of Early's Division that their
589  killed  and wounded that  day,  and  the  400  Union dead  gathered by  than
at this point,  did nc>t indicate that they met foenen worthy of then then
and there.    The boys  that Pat Jones  had the honor' to  cormand,  or that
gallant Pennsylvania  regiment  led by Capt.  Dan Kelly,  mere not  in the
habit of leaving the f ield of battle until the foe had felt the quality



of  their  alirm]nition;  and they had pEzoven by  their conduct  60  days
before,  on the  south bank of  the  Rappaharmcok,  that  they were not to
be rattled because other organizations  in their vicinity were in
confusion.   And it needs only a careful reading of the official reports
of the cc~ding of ficers opposed to them to prove that they performed
their whold duty nobly on every  field upon which` they appeared.

He  then defends Anes'  Brigade on East Cemetery Hill on July  2,
di,scounts Carroll' s Brigade' s performance by  saying,  "when Carroll' s
Brigade arrived the  struggle was practically over. "

The  article  is  signed:  C.W.  MCKay,  Eergus  Falls,  rfunn.
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