Camp 2t Centerville Va
June 1Sth 1£453

Dear 3Brothner

I take the first opertunity of informing you of my whare abouts.
We left Camp Noyes on the 12 at noon and have been on the road ever
since how far we have marched I 30 not know but it was as far as
I wish to march in three days. we rec'd our pay the day we left
Camp Noyes 2nd I had not a chance to send you my check until now.
In closed you will find a check of 324.

We arrived here this morning ¢ 0 clock hov long we shall stay
here 1is uncertain we may leave here to night and mayTstay 2 month
for all as I know. write as soon as you get this our mail will

come to us when we cannot mail a letter write often. The weather
is guite warm here now, but I stand it very well. I am as tough as
ever, Our Regt 1s quite small now, but I expect New York can fill

it up if nessary I wish she would send us five or six hundred
conscrips. I would like to march along with them a few daye. The
boys cary very small loads minerconglstsiof one shelter tent

rutber blanket one pair of socks portfolio and needle book and three
days rations which weigh all told weighs atout 25 lbs and the gun
and acutrements weighs about 15 1lbs. and that is all I want to cary
this warm weather. We came here by the way of Manassas Jjunction

it 1s a eplendid country the best I ever saw in Va the grass \is
almnost knee high in some places.

Centerville is 7 miles west of Fairfax it 1s very strongly
fortified. the fortifications was thrown up by the Rebs and are
ccupied now by our troops I think of no more at vresent

write soon from

~

e
. Y. Voles. Co.. G
\_w___x|
to WYm. G. McCadden
Ellicottville
Cattaraugus Co.
New York



Nov 20th 1&62

Jear Mother

It is with pleasure that I can write a few lines to
the one I long most to hear from. Mary told me you was
Jelous for fear I would write to others oftener than I
111 to you I have written to three times in one week
and that was week before last. you told me I would see
hard times. %all some of the boys says that we have seen
nard times but in the worst of it 1 took coafort, if this
is hard I 4o not know what nice times Soldlering would e
I nave bteen looklng for you for the last three months but
hive recleved none amedlately from you but it answered
very well xnowing when I heard from home that you was well
I signed when I was at Jamestown to send home 312. per
aonth of my oay I will recleve a check evry pay dav to
that amount whiech I can send houne it is a new and a
nice thing and if the check 1is lost they will furnish me
with another it 4dus not cost a sent I signed 1t to
311ly and he ig the only one that can draw it and he will
have to endors 1t before he can get the money on it.

We have recleved no pay since left Jamestown Billy wanted
i.g8hould send an order on E Harman I send it in this
no more at presant

Dick



Camp Jonea HNere Falrfax
Dec Tth 1852

Dear brotaer

I recd yours of Nov *C this morning and was glad to hear from
none it has oeen 2 weeks since I have heard from home only the
letter Margery wrote me I should think you must write as often
as I can. you can set down to a table in a chare in a warm room
while us poor soldiers have to sit flat on the ground and write on
my knee or catridge or plate or something of the like. when I
think of this, It seems as 1f you mint alonz with rest of the
friendes 1if so I must call them even write once a week while I
have written home from 2 to 5 letters a week since I have bin in
dlxle, and have thought my self well off if I zot one in two
weeks. I wrote to Jjenny week before last and will write to Margery
this week.

Cur Camp has been named after our Col We have ben here
alnost a month. The snow 1s about six inches deep ani this is a
regular old Catt day the anow 18 a blowing llke the
ground 18 frozen hard as a stone tne gun 1s a gnhinlng very
nice but it 2us not thaw even in the sun shine. But iose &
my¢elf are as cosy as you vleas with a nice little fireplace in
our tent

denry 3liton has gon in to the Ambulance corps, so Mose Lamb
lg my only mes mate he is a3 tlp top felow and we have nice
tines “e have a wolen blanket and a ruber one each and z2long
with our overcoats we sleep as warm as you can pleag scme 1in
our company are half froze to death they are to lazy to fix
their tents and make filrenlaces thare 1s plenty of wood here.
You gaid you was goling on 2 hunting I wish I could go
with vou but I nave ot larger game to hunt than you will kiil.
Tell Mother I will be at home next spring to nelp eat hir aple
saus I wish I could have some of it now but I had rather have
some of the slder got some apels.
I think you had better buy 2 hog dressed that will welgh 2 or 2
Mundred i1t will be cheaper now than in the gspring. I will send
you some noney ag 8oon as i get ny pay we are expecting the pay
master every day we have not geen nlm since we leflt Jamestown.

S1lly tel Deforest I am geing to zlad to recieve such long
letters and go many of them from hin Tell Zd Rust to write
to me. Tell Mary I was munch surprised on hearing iMinie was
asieep you must had a gqueer old tlme then.

But my legs are getting tired and must stop Zive ay
respects to all Yours %c

Dick

3irect as before adding lst 3rizade 2nd Division 11 Army Corps



Camp near F ricksburg Va

rede
Dec. Z&%th, 1342

¥

Dear Xather

I wish you 2 mery Christmas and I no ioubt but you will have it
ag for my self it 1s rassing very vlesantly. We are in a very
vlesant place on the bank of a very nice little brook with high
knocls on three ajdes it 1g¢ quite plesant and warm. Co. G. &
3 are detached to suprort a battery of five twenty pounders
we are munch safer then 1 we ware with the Regzt how long we
may remain here 13 unknown to us

As for news we have none all we know is to zet In to the
rankks and right dress sholder arms &c. %c. if I were at home
I would twice as munch a bout the war even our Capt dont know
hiow many men thare is in our Corps and I believe he knows as munch
ag nalf of the Capts in the Hegt The weather ia as plesant as
Jept and puts me 1In mingd of it at home all is qulet here at
rresant and has been gsince we have been nere Fredzrickasbure is
in plain sight of here our Co. reports 4C men for duty
Jin & Alec Bird are well feeling fine no more at presant

Dick

Mdary why the 4___ 1 3ont you write. have you forgotten how
or dcnt you want to epealt to me- you must not wate for a letter
from me for I can not always zet time to write besldes it is nari
work to wrilte in a bunk beslles a table we have had but about
one week of cold weather this winter and tell
ne the news when you write and dont forget to answer this

Dieck



Camp one 1/4 miles from Fredericksburg
Feb lst 1853

Dear Brother

I recd your letter yesterday and was glad to hear from you
I wrote Mary about a2 week ago

I recd my yvay yesterday up to the X1 of Ce¢t whilch was a check
of 32C. and $1C. in cash I send you the check in this letter
I 30 not know when I wlll get the rest of my pay not very soon
I am afraid I wrote to Mary to have you nake me a palr of boots
znd send a palr that John iIs a golnz to send to Nelson
Kingsley you may €end me to valr of socks and a cotton pocket
nankerchief I can looe sllk ones as fast as I can get them,
wixe me 2 rvalr of _ boots I have no news.

I am zunklng with the Capt now Wwe have a flne house bullt
of lozs 2nd a nice bed and fire place as that 1s the most comfortable
thinz of all. 3Besides we live on the top shelf it 1s very muddy
here now.

You svoke cf Gen Hooker being wounded thare was not a gun
fired. 1 think we wlll stay here untill spring. Tell Mother not
to Zret about me my health 1s the very test = I am ae fat as

a pilg. I have jJjust got my first pair of sky blue pants and they
are nice I tell you. I have no more to write this time so
FJood night

Dick
Wwrite as soon as you get this

R. J. McCadden
fo. G 1€4 Legt N.Y.3.V.

31lly put on heelplates on those boots and make the heels broad



o0

Camp near Stafford T.3. Va

It is with pleasure that I again attempt to write a few lines
o you I recd a letter from “ome last night cone from 3illy and
one from Marzery

A

A 17 I were at nome I coull tell you 30ome bilg stories tout
Solilering tut I have no newse to write I write 80 often I anm
a8 tad 28 in 3 Jale nothing zoing on, Sut I suprose I will have to
writs to let vou know that I am still a live

Feb 15th

Ag to 2ay is Sunday I guees I will have tlme to finleh my
letter 311ly 2ird was here last night and stayed with Col Jones
he left this morning for his Regt. We have fine tiwmes here now
no #ork to do and a gZood house to live Iin I can tell you 1
enjoy my self wright well and I can say what a good many cant
I have never been home gick or tired of Soldering. ¥We have fine
weather here now no snow and very little rain. 1t is no mistalke
the sunny South 1s dellightful but 28 I can think of no more T wlll
stop I will write 2 line in this which ycu ¢an give to biily
Give ay love to Mother and the rest of the faaily not forgetting
yeur gelf

Yours truly

Jick



No. 1 Camp near Stafford C. H. Va
Feb 13th. 1863

Jear sother

a8 I have nothing to buley my self about I thought I would
write you a few lines. Since my last letter we have nad a very
nasty time 1t has snowed and then rained on day and night
steady but 1t cleared off yesterday morninz and it is as plesant
as ever now The Capt caught cold and is about slck to day
he has set up but very little z2nd it has kept me In the nouse
the most of the time but he 18 better now I hope he will be
4 bout soon for he 1ls the best officer in the whole line. the
- fleld officers are not much ahead of him. Cur Co. is the best
Arilled In the Regt and 1t 1is called so by the fleld officers
they can dust thelr garters you may bet. We are having easy
times now tell Billy to write and let me know how he likes
schooling I hove he will 1like it a2s 1t 18 good businees and
easy work and will learn hlm to wrlte and 4o business i am
as tough ag ever I belleve Allc & Jim & my gelf are as tough
as any in the Regt I have no news for you to night I will
finig thils to morrow and send it in the mail which leavs every
day at 12 ¥, I have a little concern here which was sent to me
and as I have no place to %eep 1t I wlll send it home for safe
keeping and a paper also whlch was sent to me Dy some unknown
person I will send 1t in a few days

Feb 1G

I recd s letter from Mary last night and a paper from 3illy
Mary wanted to ¥now how to make flittes? tell her X have two
ways to make them one for holedays and another for zeneral use
tell her to say which she wante and I will send it amediately.

I wrote to alv____ last week I will write to Margery % Deforest
next I wish you would send me in your next letter a little
Saderatus. I have not recd my boote yet but I have no doubt but
I wil1ll soon lay this envelope one side for me rio aore

at presant from your Son a U. S. Soldier

Dick



Camp John Manley
Va March 20/53

Dear lother

a8 I am not bulsy to day I thought I would write you a few
lines although I have no news to tell. We are still in our old
cazp whare we have been since the 7th of reb 1t was named
after the Soldliers friend John anley on which he gave the Regt
a varrel of Wniskey, “hich was given to the offlcers and men and
gome of the boys got Iin the gard house in consequence of it being
rather strong. We are drilling almoet every day except Saturdaye
Sundays and days we are on plcket which 1s about three days out of
fifteen it is snowilng finely to day. I think we will stay here
untill we commence active operations.

Cur Kegt numbers at presant about (5C0) fighting men out of
(G69) which left Jamestown but what is left is of the right stripe
and as tough as an ox. I have not got my boots yet but I zuesgs
they wlll be z2long before we leav here. The Capt got a trunk from
home last night that was started on the 25 of Dec. I think aine
will come yet.

Whnare is Billy and what is he a dolng I am shure it is
rather hard times for hin every thing 1ls so high

I expect the pay master here every day as soon as I zet
my pay I will send you some money I have nearly five months
pay due but I do not expect but Iore at presant. Tell Alphonso
he has not answered my letter and 17 he Zdoes answer it before
long he will have time to anawer in stead of one. I can thin%
of no more at presant. from your affectlonate son a

U. 3. Soldler

R. J. ¥cCadden

in directing
you may omit
the Z2rlgade
Division &
Corps



(Letterhea?- Unlon flag and printed

Camp "John Manley,”" 154tn REG'T N.Y. VCL.,
lat Rirgade, Znd Civision, 1ith CTorps, army Fotomzae.

Year Staffor? %. 1., ¥a.,) Apr 1C (1£63.)
¥ ] H - 4

Dear Z2rother

I recd your letter in due season which found me in good nealth
as usual. Ne were reviewed yesterday by Gen Howard and to day by
Cld Abve Lincoln. I had a fine view of the old rail solitter
ne is about as homley 3 man as vou would wish to see z21ltho he
looks good natured you would know him ty the picture you have
geen s2 nany tires of him.

The whole Corps was wag presgant conslsting of about 15 or Z0
thousand 2long with three Batterles of six guns each rifled six
pds light Artilery (iron zuns),.and the same number of heavy brass
pleces. I should thin¥% they would cary a 12 1lb round shot or a
twenty 1lb conical shell thare was aiso a company of lancers
they were mounted on hworse back and each man has a lance about
one foot long at the end of a staff ten or twelve feet long with
3 little red flag about as large as this sheet of paver when 1t is
open they looked gzay I can tell you and each one was armed wlth
a sword The President had his wife and two little boys with him
they were in a cariage and the Presiient was on a splendid htorse.
We were formed in three battle lines % ae thare 1s three Divislons
in the Corps each Division forming a line of 1fg own each llne
wWwas was B or 10 men deep it was a grand sight now I tell you
Cld Abe rode a long our lines in front of each Divlision. Then we
marched he took hls post in front and we all marched past bhim.
he was galuted 21 guns fired by the Artilery when he first came ___

The Presidents staff consisted of I should think at (300}
commiealoned officers thare was three ladliegs amongest them
all on horse back Huntley was one of them. It wag a splendld

gignt and the day was as oright as you ever saw which added beauty to
the gcene. Thare was three brass tande thare and esvlendld ones too
take it all togeather 1t was the moet splendid sighte I ever saw.

I have }lusgt recd a paper from you as it is getting late I
must closge 1t 1s after taps I an Serzt of the Camp guard
t0 morrow that 1s fine as we have a good guard house. I wrote to
Mother a few days ago I zot those Envelopes How 4o you and
Miss _ = __ __ B get along

Tell Mother I have wrltten oftimes then I promised to
ne more at presant

Dick



Caﬁp on the Battle
field May Sth 1563

Dear Mother

It is with pleasure that I am about to inforam you that
I am well 3t presant 2fter Zelng in the fight two days the
egnd % *rd. I saw Billy Bird last night he was well
alic & Jim is allright Yarren Kingsley was killled on the
2nd Clark Cyer Frank Hicks & Esley Groat is slightly
wounded but will be able for duty in a few days Warren was
ghot in the head Sam Nols was wounded and taken prisoner
Com Vedder 1s Missing Col. H. P. Jones was wounded 1in the
leg. I think that is all you know that was but 1s all right
I will write again as soon as I get a chance to mall a letter.
No more at presant Good by and God 3less you

R..J. Mc Cadden
P.5. Thare was 1% killled wounded missing out of our Co
Camp J Manly
day 7"

S I am all right at presant

Dick



Camp Jonhn #anley, Va
May 8th 1263

Jear Xother

It 18 with pleasure that I again attempt to inform you

of my whareabouts. 3Since our Regt left this camp which was
three weeks a go 1last Monday we have seen the sturn realitles
of of war and that is no trifling afalr I was in last
Sundays & Saturdays fight. It is sald to be one of the
hardest fought battles ef since the xebellon began. Cur

Regt lost 226 killed Wonded & Missing out of SC0 which we

tuck in the fight The EZnemy turmed our right {lank Saturday

at 54 P. M. the fight began it opened on our Corps which was
entirely unprepaired for them at the time they succeeded

in Ariving the 1l Corms until it was reinforced by the 3 corps
which nade them halt for the night

on Sunday the 3" the fight began very early in the morning
and lasted all day. Cur Regt zot scattered as well as the
other Regts in the Brigade. Cur Co stuck togeather well and
were ordered in to a rifle pit the next day and lay for two
and one half (23) hours under the heavy shelling thare was
iuring the fight and was at lerath ordered out and sent into
some rifle pits on the left - that ended up our hand in the
fiznt. I had my cap torn by a2 plece of a shell but 1id not
zet a scratch. Cur lst Lieut 1s Mlssing Allc & Jim 1is
safe Warren Kingsley was Color guard and is reported dead
thare was 24 holes through our flag and one between the flag
ani the felows hand that carried it on the staff. '

¥hat our losses 1is hard to say but I think the Hebs lost
three to our Cne Je recrossed the river day before yeaterday
and came on back to our old caap you must rmot expect to
get letters very often ae the mall is stoped when we move
I will write again before long write soon

Dick



Camp John Yanley Va May 1Ctn/632
Jear Mother

Ag I have nocthing to 2o to day I thought I would glve you a
compleet history of my wanderings for the past four weeks. four
weeks ago to day at 2 P.M. our camp was arroused by the ordar to
maren at 5 O clock the next norning to Kelleys Ford on the
Fapahannock a Alstance of 22 milse. All preperations was made for
a march, and the ovoys left thelr knapsacks (which was sent to them
atout 3 week afterwards,) and went in light marching trim, each man
taking nothing dut his blous in the coat line, and hle wolen &
ruber blanket % shelter tent which 1s very llght welghing about
one pound (that is the tent). We marched the first day to Hart-
wood Curch 3 place whare there had ben a cavelry fight a short
time tefore, here we encamped for the night and with a good fire
in front of our tent and plenty of cedar boughs for a bed we passed
the night very well. The next morning we resuzmed our march at 5
C clock after making our breakfast of cofee and hard tacks. notning
occured on the road worthy of notice and we reached the ford at
4, P.%. of the second days march which was the 14" day of Apr.
lare we rema‘ned dolng heavy picket duty, vtelng on duty nearly all
the as thare wer only only our little Brigade of about 2,CC0O men
thare until the coming of the 28th when we reinforced by about
50,000 infantry ¥ 10,0C0 cavelry and a good supely of artilery
our origade wae called uppon to assist in laying the pontoons
we were tne first to crose the river in the boats and then devloyed
along the bank while the boats were zot Into position =ide by zlde
an4 covered with plank which forms a very nice bridge it was
completed 1In about two hours. we crossed without any cpposition
except the firing of #unshets nuskets by the plckets which was with-
sut acfect andi as thars was but a few thney skydadled at our ApDroach.
4fter the bridge was completed and a good many of the trocps over
(they commenced c¢rossing as soon as the oridge was completed which

wag about 1C O colek P.M. Apr 28th) our 3rigade went back over
+the river to thelilr canp to rest the reuanger of the nizght we
reached the camp at about saidnight The next morninz we got our

things packed up and with elght days rations three in our haversack
and five in our lknapsack we agaln crossed the river at £ C clock
4.M, Apr 26 and lay on the oposlte bank 2ll day and the next nlzht.
Te last of the troops got a croesed at about 6 FP.si. Apr 2© the
cavelry all fordel the river. while we lay here the ooys of our
Jrizade tuck it into their heads to see what there was in 2 small
town by the name of Kelleysville in the line of Aanties. they found
vlenty of flower in a grist m11l and in & store thare was plenty of
ham, bacon %¢ &c¢ then they thought they wculd try the dweling
rouze. In thare they found sugar and creanm in a tundance and other
little danties which those wealthy men of the south are favored wilth
an? amcng the rest was a splenild set of china disnes which had
al3orned the table of one of the most noted Rebles of Va. those
iiehes were brought into ¢anp full of sugar cream and other danties
#nlch 413 not come amiss to the nardy soldler who has Zeen living on
salt pork hardi tacks and coffee Jor months. I nad all the ho cake



May 10, 1852 Cont'Ad.

% augar % cream for suovper that I could manage. Suffize it to eay
thia house of this wealthy farmer was ransacked from top to bottom
oy our boys ani what wag left was not auch.

The next morming (Apr 20th) we comenced our march at day btrake
Cur Brigade was rear guard this day and marched in rear of the wazon
traing which was at least two mlles long we marched untll 2 C colck
P.M, and halted on the vank of the GHapadan River three houres for the
traln to cross twe men crossed on a foot brijge and the teams forded
the river i1t was amusing to see the poor Mules strugle aganst the
current which was quite awift thare wae a few mules drowned and the
rest caze through all right- the last got a crost at five © clock P.x.
when we resumned our march and 2id not stop until midnight having our
Journey completed we halted and lay down for the night in a place
called wilderness the rest of our corps were caaped here. The next
sorning when I awoke the sun was shining as brlgnt as I ever saw it
was very warm and plesant. Here we remained until 2 P.X. when we were
ordered into line and started for the right of our army but had gone
tut a short distance when the order was countermanded and we returned
to sur old position. about five P.M. we were ordered into line again
and thare wag some skirmishing along our front we lay behind a
11ttle ¥noll as reserve. the firing seased at dark and our ploneers
worked all night throwing up brestworks. e were in the ranks until
10 C elock P.¥. when we were ordered to stack our arms ani ly down
for the night. this ended the first day of May.

On the 2ni we were up in good season and after treakfast we
Cur Fezt was ordered out near the brestworks where we lay 1In reserve
until S PM (five) two companies belng at the brestworks at a tlime
Companies G, % Bs turn came at 5 P.i.. We had ben in but about 320
minite when we were out flanked by Stone Wall Jackson the Reble Gen.
on our right he nhad nis forces massed and attacked us whare we
414 not expect him and as there was out one division it was forced
cack in a hurry the fire of musketry was simultaneous until they
reached our Brlgade then 1t comes worg than ever we have a
vattery of six guns 1n our Brigade it opened on them wlth shell
at first put soon they came clost enough to use canister and our
Rattery boys gave them double doses at half range which completely
cut roads through the Rebs, but we were out numbered and after glving
them a few rounds from our rifles were forced back through a plece of
nine woode into an open f1eld whare our heavy brass cannon opened on
them with grave and canlster which made many a poor Keb bite the
dust . night came on ani closed the sene the Kebs remaining in *he
woode through which we passed and our bragss cannon holdlng thelr
prosltion. iwys-elesed-twe When our Regt retreated it got scattered
tut our Co kept togeather wlth the exceptions of three or four
Cur Capt was very cool in the actlon. Cur Co remained on the field
and all of the rest of the Regt was gon we were then ordered to 40
nicket Auty tarough the nlght. at apout 10 P.X. thare wasg a brush
tetween the ©7 Y.Y. and the lst Exelslor whlch was 2 sad mnistake
1t 1aeted out a few minits after this all was qulet during the
remainder of the night thus ended the 2nd of May



May 10, 1£4% Cont'1i.

In the morning 2a our Company was absent from the aeut Cur Co
waa ordersd into some rifle pilts farther to our left along with the
12 Army corpe we tuck olace here abcout S a.ld. scarcély nai we
£0t on rnlace when the fight began on the knoll where ocur trass guns
2too? 1n a cleared field. The enemy drove our forces Dback alowly
into the woods which was clost by and as soon ag they zot to the edze
of the woods (the Rebs) our men was waiting Tcr ‘hen ard trey pored
such a fire of nusketry into the Rebs they were forced back. I lay
in sight of all this. Cur me» 41d not folow them up when thsy fel back
and in a few minits the Rebs planted cannon on this knoll anmd whlen had
been occupled by our batteries the night vefore and comenced shellinz
the rifle pite whare our company lay along wlth the 12 army corps
they was with in a short gshellinz range and and the wWay the shell flew
thare was a caution. The infantry came up and gave us a few volles

which we returned then they tuck another tack (the Znemles infantry)
and came up iIn front during the whole time the Hebs was shelling us
the bzat they ¥new after remaining here 2z hours we were ordered to
retreat ijuring the retreat which was 1/2 or 3/4 of a =alle the shot

ani shell was flying like hail, wvhile lying in the rifle pit a rlece
of 3 sheil struck the top of my cap tearing it a little but 213 not
tuch me. Cur Co got back to the Regt about ncon which was pretty well
on the left at this time nere we tuck the rifle pits again tut
nothing occured worthy of notice a{ter thie tlame we remained here
untill the Stn of the :onth on the morning of the Sth we recrossed
the river and got back to our old camp John idanley at 1C C cliock on
the 7th of Xay 2and remain here upto this tilame. Thare 1 think you have
a complete history of the vpast four weeks.

The pay master willl pay usg tomorow thare 18 over six monthe »ay
due us I will esend you some money tomorow 1f I zet 1t in time. I
can think 0f no more to right and 1t is gettling late go £o0d nignt

May 1llth

I forgot to tell you our loss 1t was 265 killed wounded %
“lsaing in our Regt Fred Vinton Wu. Millhollen % West doloh is
ansngst the Migsing Col H.P. Jones was wounded Warren Kingeley
waa shot dead Co. G had 7 wounded all slightly four miseing and
two killed the name of the btattle fleld was Chancelorsvilile. 1
saw Bill Bird after the fight he is all rignt



Cazmp 2t Zentervilie Va
June 1Sth 1E£43

Dear Zrother

I take the first opertunity of inforaing you of my whare abouts,
We left Camp MNoyes on the 12 at noon and have been on the road ever
slnce now far we have marched I 20 not know but 1t was as far as
I wish to march in three days. we rec'd our pay the day we left
Camp ¥oyes 2nd I had not 2 chance to send you Ty check until now.
In closed you will £ind a check of 324,

We arrived here this morning G 0 clock how long we shall stay
here 138 uncertailn we may leave here to night and maylﬁtay a2 nonth
for all 28 I know. write as gsoon as you get this ouf mall will

come to us when we cannot mail a letter write often. The weather
ie gulte warm here now, but I stand it very well. I am as tough as
ever. Qur Regt is quite szall now, but I expect New York can 11l

1t up i nessary I wish she would send us five or six hundred
conscrips. I would like to march along with them a few jaye. The
boys cary very small loads mine consists of one shelter -tent

rutber blanket one pair of socks portfolio and needle book and three
days rations which weigh all told weighs 2about 25 lbs and the gun
and acutrements weighs about 15 lbs, and that is all I want to cary
this warm weather. We came ere Dy the way of ¥anaseas junction

1t is 3 splendid country the best I ever saw in Va the grass 1s
almost knee high in some places,

Centerville is 7 miles west of Falrfax it 18 very strongly
fortified. the fortifications was thrown up ty the Rebs and are
ocupled now oy our troops I think of no more at present

write soon from

~

R. &. 4cladden

54
to Ym. G. McCadden
Bllicottville

Cattarauzus Co.
New York



Camp within 5 miles of LeesTurg
June 2Cth 18543

Dear other

A I have a few minits to write and the chaplain said
he would take 1t out of I got it redy
We are within five miles of lLeesburg. I amn well as usual
I wrote you the other day from Centerville and sent a
check of 324 the

Dick



Canp at South Mountain 4.
4 pcloek PM
June £7th 1863

Dear Slater

Your Just recd {3ate June 2C") I now under take to answer the same
¥e arrived here last nizght and camped on the old Battle field where
we remain at presant. al is qulet here at presant no siagns of Rebs.
but I expect to find them soon We crossed the Fotomac day bvefore
vesteriay Into M4 and 1t can tell you 1t seems llke home the
country 1ls in a good state of cultivation and the rveople seem to be
union. We passed through Middile town yesterday and I can tell you
they were gyﬂd to see ug I guesgs every lady in the town had a
flag or hankerchief which they were waving to welcome us. Middle
town 1s larger than Zllicottville.

We have nad fine times since we crossed the Potomac Wwe can ouy
bread ples cakes butter milk %c. &c of the dutch gals which are very
plenty and at a falir price. besldes charles which grow very vlenty
here and ol a superior quallty we have 3ll we want of them

You have not told me what you named your ooy yet 1 ghould
llke to see him Jjust for fun but had rather see Minie I suppose
she 1s getting to be quite a zirl.. you know I have not a great
anxlety to see chlldrens I never saw before but I would like to
see your boy and Margerys. I think you are genlus on the btoy line
but I suppose you think it 1s war here and boys are most useful.

You can t2ll Uncle Peters folks I have wrltien a good many letters
to them tut have never recd but one from them no more / Dick



Camp at 3ridgeport aAll.
Cct 24, 18483

sear wsother

I arrove here thils morning after seven days ride on the
carg nilght ard day and I can tell vou 1t was ride enough for
me. WNe passed through Va. Md. Ch. Ind. Ky. and Tenn. and are
now in Allabama. We had a2 nrice time on our journey here.

Yo Joined the Regt this morning. we are on the bank of
the Tenn. river a very plesant place. I like the move we have
made verry munch I think it gunch plesanter than Va. It 1is
as plesant as summer here now lugst warn enough to be plesant.

de had a fine time on our Journey here., the people welcomed
us ail along tne rozd. allmost every lady we passed had a flag
or a hankerchief which ghe waved as we passed while the men and
boye waved their hata. the ladys would throw grapes apples &c
on the care ag we passed. you may bet we lived hizgh. At
Indianapolis the ladys got us up 2 fine dinner we had every
thing we could wish for. I can tell you Indlana 1s a nice state
besides I think it can furnish more prety girls than any other
state 1in the Unlon. they are so0 plenty they must use them for
guards along the Railroad in stead of 3 fence. Ch: 3ont I wish
thls war would end so I could go and 1live in Indlana. 3ut
enough of thils noncence I wrote you a2 letter the day I left
Parole camnp I sent you by express two blankets ani a pailr of
vants. I wrote 5illy 2 line from Loulsville, Ky. 1let me know
1f you recd those things.

I have not recd a letter from home since the one with the
two dollars in and I dont expect to recleve any you have wrote
gince. 8till I may. I want you to write as soon as you get
this and tell me 21l the news about the draft &ec.

Jim 3ird 1s in command of our Co at presant. I am writing
this on my knee and I hardly think you can read t=is 1t so I
gueasd I had better stop I will send you an envelope directed.
No moere at presant and I remaln yours ever

Dick



Camp at bridgevort Ala
Cet. 25", 1847

Dear Sister

After a long a time I will attempt to answer your letter of
Sept 12" which was recd in due season and I can give no reason
why I have not answered it before now except lazyness.

I suppose you are a ware I have bin exchanged and returned
to duty and have had a long ride from the Army of the Potomac
to that of the Cuamberland a change which I think the vtoys are
all well pleased with. ©Cn our way here we passed through the
following States M4, Va. Oh. Ind. Ky. Tenn. and Into ala. so
you may guess it was no small jlourney. We are 4C mlles west of
Chattanoga on the bank of the Tennessee river a thousand mlles
from any body or any place. But 1t 1s just the place for a
soldler no one to vother him,

The cars run from here to Nashville Tenn. 2o we are well
supplied with rations. The country here 1s verry rough and
almost an entire wilderness. 3Still I like 1t better or as well
as Va. Cur Regt 1s at work on a rallreoad at presant, and 1t 1s
gzenerly thought we (The whole Regt) will be detailed as ploneers
to cut wood for the rall-road we will know in a few days.

Wall how zoes the draft! I suppose 1t 1s all cver by this

ine and thinge are going on smooth azain. Com Vedder told ne
that thare was but one acoming from Zllicottville and that was
4o Dolph he said Hi Cakes ralsed his 3CC by subscription.
how 11d 3illy and Tom zet off? Played sharp I suppose. When
you hear those patriotic boys telling they would come 1nto the
arny if it was not for Pa or Ma or some body els jusat ask them

f they would not come 1f it was not for the bullets I belleve
they have the most to do with them. You may tell Tom and 2illy
they dont know what fun is always staying to home. tell them
to come 2ut here and live on hard tacks and bacon, sleep on the

ground for a year or two then they can talk about fun.
Jim hasg been sick but 1s getting better fast he says he
feels llke a new man he has Jjust got on a clean shirt and

irawers he says he will write in a day or two. he llke myself
nave not recleved any mail since we left Alexandria. Tell Willlam
I should be glad to hear from him. I think of no z1ore at presant.
zive my love to Mother 1f you see hlr ne more at presant

Yours truly
Dick
My aidress ts Co G 154" Regt N.Y. Vols

lst 3rig. 2 Div. 11 Army Corps
Army of the Cumberland



Camp at Lookout Mt Tenn
Nov 8" 18263

Dear tlother ¥ Z2rother

As I was writing to Maggy to day I thought I would put
in a3 few lines for you. I a2m as well 2s ever and as fat as
a cub..

I recd three letters from 3iily and one from Mother last
week i1t was the first mail I had recd since I jJjolned the
arny of the Cumberland and you can guess I was pleased on
recieving 1t as no one but a soldier can fuily apreclate a
letter from home. -~ - e are having verry zood times here
now and what 1s better 1t tegins to look as If the war was
on lte last legs for I nardly think they can hold out munch longer.
When this cruel war is over then I will return and I am shure
you wlll be munch happler to see me than If I had stayed at
home 3ll the tlme or wated untill I was drafted. I am glad
te near that 2llly was exempt for I know you would be lonesome
1f he should leave. I 40 not apprehend the leagt danger of
nls coming. I was mugtered the other day for six months pay
I expect we will be payed off some time in December. I wish
you wouli send me a few postazxe stamps as it 1ls imposiable
to get such a thing here. as for paper Envelopes I have a
plenty of them more than I can keep clean although I have
.a good Portfolioc.

Pleas let me know now you get a long in the saloon for
I feel anxious to to hear from you write to me often and
I will to you
Yours truly

Dick



Camp in Lookout Valley Tenn
Dec Z4th, 1863

Dear ¥other & Brother

I recd your letter of Dec 15 last night which found me in
g00d health as usual after a long and hard march of som2 50 miles
with a wagon train but the whole Regt is now In camp and we have

moved a short distance and bullt winter quarters I have a verry
nice nouse a good fire-place and writing desk and table & some
fine stoolas for chalrs Besldes we have a fine bake kettle or

Skillet as they call it which comes verry handy to bake corn dodgers
in as we can get boath flour % meal here 1t 1s a splendid one
I got it on Lookout Mountain it is one the reos left especlaly

-

for me I suprose.

I recieved a letter from home about a week a go and have not
had time to answer it yet. I recd the pepper % thread all safe
it was verry nice & the thread was just what I wanted as 1t is
verry hard to get here. you need not send me any more pepper
tho it 1is furnished now wilth our rations we have plenty
of 1t.

I was glad to hear that check zaot through safe

Capt <. B. Cneney nanded me the Co. report vook tnis morning
and told me I wasg Crderly Sergt. I dont know what the 2" Sergt
will think of that as he 18 here Jimmy Bird 1s to be mustered
as an officer in a few days perhaps tomorrow

Alic Bird I understand will stay at Elmira all winter. we
mies him verry munch as he was always full of fun.

The weatnher is a little cool here at presant although we
have nal no snow yet. we have plenty of wood & water and that
18 good. I was glad to hear you was 2olng so well in your saloon.
I hope you will 4o well by 1t which I have no doubt of 1f you only
attend to your business and I guessa you will I wasg verry xzlad
to hear you are go steady.

Billy I think you had better keep the hlefer you spoke about
1f she glves a good mess of milk she will make a good living for
you % Mother this winter and I think you had better buy one that

is coming in 1in the spring buy a yong cow. I want you
to use that money I sent you 1f any thing 1is neaded and dont
gpalr it I will write agaln in a few days and let you know how

I spend Christmas. I hope you and Mother willl have a merry time
I wish I could bhe thare with you but duty before pleasure 1is the
notto of good soldiers 7no more ai presant

I remain your Son % Soliler

R. J. McCadden



Camp in Lookout Valley-Tenn
Dec 26th 18&3

Dear Sister

after so long a time I will attempt to answer your Xind
latter which was rec'd by me at a time when a word from a
friend d4id not come a mlss especlaly that from a sister.
It was rec'd during the three days fight in front of
Chattanooga we were in the rifie pits at the tlme on the
left of Gen Shermans zorps about that time we rec'd the
news that Misionary Ridge wag ours which put the boys in
go0d humbdbr Mary you may tell William it 18 fun to [lznt
the rebs here compared to Virginla. they do not fight half
ag nard., Cur Regt was on thme skiramish line during the three
daya fight and we made them run at every point although we
were not zeneraly engaged e were in the pursult of the
reble Gen Brag for three days ani you may bet we had [fine
tines. they left thelr comisary department In full blast
we 2ot all the flour meal corn % molasses that we wished
for. - You had ought to have seen me in the molasses cask
dobed from head to foot I stuck to every person who
came within a yard of me. It happens to be Thanksgiving
day, and I must give you 3 1list of what we had for supper.
¥all to comaence, Bacon &% Hard tacks coffee & sugar puiiing
% molasses and to wind up we had a plenty of fresh pork and you
had tetter believe I am a case to fry meat upon the whole
we had a grand supper munch better than our Christmas dinner.
the difference was we were at the front Thankezgiving and in
the rear Christmas. 2Zut I will not coaplaln as iong as I
can get plenty of Uncle Sams rations We nave just tin
bulliding winter gquarters and we are well situated at presant
if we can only stay here this winter I will ve gsadisfled.
The boys have all the confidence in the world in Gen rooker
% Gen Grant. Cur Regt had a hard and long march almost to
Knoxville and back. But Co G was lucky we Wwere gent back
with prisoners when only 25 mlilee from Chattancoga with orders
to return to camp and await orderg. ao for once we were lucky.
3ut I guess you will be tired of this scribbling. Tell ¥Wiillam
to write if he gets time. I should be pleased to hear {rom nhin.
Kiss #innie for me and the little one for ycur self, as you know
I am not fond of 1lttle ones I never saw tut I should 1llke to
gee ¥innle

I ean think of no more at presant from your Zrother a soldier
Dick

¥y afdress 1s Zergt. R. ¢
154" Regt. ¥. ¥



Zamp of the 154" N. Y. Vols
Lookout 7alley Tenn
Jan li4th 1884

Zear Mother % 3rother

I recd vour letter of Jan 4 in due season and was zlad to
near that Billey was no worse I have no news to wrlte at
presant. /e are in camp and have to driil two hours per day
besijes dress pvarade.

The weather is verry plesant for the time a year we have
had just snow enough to make the ground look white but 1t would
last only a short time to day is as plesant and as warm as 1t

-

Zzeneraly is September at home. I think 1f you was to gspend one
winter in the South vou would never want to spend another in the
North.- = - - But I would be willing to spend a few days at the
North for the purpose of seelng the Tolks and having a sley ride
TC. ZC.

31l1ly I recd those nalls all safe.

You Aid not teil me what dance vou attended Christmas or
New Years. - = I told you I had no news, wall I 1id not at

that time but I have now the Rail~Road is completed to
Chattanocga and the first train is Just passing now I a7 verry

zlad of it for we will get our supvllies more regular and our mail.
We have direct communications by rail to Lewisville.
S5illey 213 you mnake any thing in your Saloon or 4id you loopse.

¥other you told me in your last that Billey 3id not eat
worth a cent. If I was at home 1 could show you that I have
not forgotten old traids and I belleve I can beat the world
cooking fresh beef of which we have a plenty. We draw obeef
three {?) times per week 2C ounces per day to each man and
four (4) days each week we 3draw pork or bacon 12 ounces to
gach man per day, one pound of hard bLread and what shugar
ani coffee we want to drink three times per day. 80 you may
guess we are not hard up for rations. 1 nave no more to
write thle time Give my respects to Deforest & famlly & to
Alida and family reserving a good share for your self.

No more at presant

Yours truly

Dick



Camp of the 154" N. Y. ¥ols
Lookout Valley, Tenn
Jan 2¢", 1864

Dear Hother & Srother

Ag I have a few moments leasure once more, I will atteact to
inform you of my whareabouts gince I last wrote you we have moved
canp twlice, first to Kelley's Ferry. We stayed there 3 days just
long enough to bulld us good quarters when we recieved orders to
march to Lookout 7alley. Here we had to build new quarters again
38 Gen Hooker wished our RXegt to caunp near his Yead Juarters. YWe
are camped about (5) five miles from Chattanooga. We have Just got
20t our quarters fixed up again retter than ever Clark Cyer and
my Self have «ot as snug a little tent as you ever saw. I wish you
could boath pay me a visit in these quarters but I will not braz to
munch as I “dont k¥now how long I will stay here and I dont care.

I am at home whare ever nizht overtakes me.

3illy, Harry Madison has just come in here he wants I should
Zlve hls respects to you & tell you he dont care a dam he has zot
just as good a chimney as thare is on the Job. he says he expects
to move tomorrow. 3illy he wants I should tell you to stay at
nore and take care of Mother instead of cozing into the army.

dother, Inclogsed you will find my Varrent I wish you would
keep it for me and when I come hozne I will have it framed
Tou wlll find Clark Cyers Warrent here also. Billey Clark wants
you to Zive it to his Father P. D. Cyer Bliley I wish you wouli
send me some paper and envelops.

I rec’'d a letter from Alic Bird the other d4ay with three
rostage stamps whlch come verry zood I have plenty of stamps
for the presant.

I belleve I have no more news to write to night except the

weather 1s truly delizht ful we have nad no raln or snow for
over two weels i1t 1s as warm as summer Jim Bird was in
here to nizht he says tell his folks he is all right. Tell
Mary 5ne has not answered my last Jletter Zive my respects

to all those who will recieve them as Such Yours Truly
A, J. McCadden

Cur Co. number at presant 27 men. T. N. Kingsley is back

with the Regt agaln 3ut he is not verry nealthy ne oiten
areaks of 3illey no more at presant
Yours &c

Dlek
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Caap of the 14" .Y, Vols
Lookocut Valley Tenn
May 3" 1884

Dear dother & Brother

As I have some news I will let you know what it 1is,
We have Jjust recd orders to march tomorrow at 5 a.¥.

Cur 2" Division marched yesterday. I dont know what
our destinatlon 1is some say to guard Rall Koad above
Chattancogz but thare is nothling poslitive about 1t yet.
The weather 1is verry olesant and I expect we willl have a
fine time the boys are all feellnz fine & gay

Capt 4. B. Cheney started for home to day on a furlough
ne says he will call and see you before he comes back,
inelosed you will find nis photograph he gave me.. I have
recd only one letter from home since I returned
with this few remark I will close
hepinz to hear from you soon
y Compliments to all

Dick



Cn the fleld near
Bald ridge. Georgila
May G 15864

Dear Mother & Brother

I am happy to inforan you I am still alive % well.
Cur 3rigade had s savire fight yesterday on 2ald ridge
(or Buzzard roost I dont know which it is called) nere
Dug =ap Cu Regt logt 8 Killed 42 Wounded & 14 Missging.
I dont know as any from Zllicottvill was wounded
Col P Y Jones % Capt Vedder fell from a rock and was
brused so as to render them unfit for duty at presant.
We loat three (3) men Wounded from Co. G, out none killed
two badly and one slightly. We made several charges but
were unable to gain our front. the {{ountain which we were
trying to take was three or four times as high as the hill
above the Mill at Ellicottvill we got within ten (10)
reda of the summit and held it until Just night
It was very steap and rocky and you may guess 1t was
no small Jjob to cilamb sauch a hilil.

dorace Clark of Hinadale Co. G

Thomas Regan of Allegany Co. G .

Yere badly wounded and Wm. Millhollen Co. G was
elizhtly wounded having one finger shot off. I Jdont
know what the loas in our Brigade wae it muat have
been aulte heavy I will tell you more about 1t sone
other day ‘

Je are lying in the shade to and have nothing tec
do no more at pregant

Yours Truly

Dick



Genl, Field Hospital
Chattanooga, Tenn. June 7", 1864

Dear Mother & Brother

It is with pleasure that I attempt to inform you of my health,
which 1 am happy to say is fast 1lmproving. I have got over the Mumps
& almost rid of the Disentary, but I am quite weak yet I can walk
around a little but I lay abed the most of the time. I can tell you
I had some pretty hard times before I got here, but now I am well
cared for. I have a good bed and good diet. The Dr, calls and sees
me twice every day

June 9"

I am still improving in health & I am in hopes to be arround
again in a few days. The most I want now 1s sirength which comes
very slow. When you write diéveet-te Eenerai-Field-Hespital

Ward-Hy-6hattaneega-fenn-
I think it is doubtful about my reeclieving any mail while here,
but 1t will do no harm to write. put the Co. & Regt on the end of
the Envelop no more at present '

Dick



Jenl Fleld Hospltal
Chattancoga Tenn. June 7" 1864

Dear »other % 3Brother

It 1s with pleasure that I attempt to inform you of my
health, which I am happy to say is fast improvelng. I have
£0t over the Mumpe & almost rid of the Disentary. but I am
quite weak yet. I can walk around a little but I lay a bed
the most of the time I can tell you I nad some vretty hard
times before I got here, but now I am well cared for. I have
a good oed and good dilet. The Dr. calls and sees me twlice
gvery day :

June ¢"

I am stlll ilmproving oy health & I am in hopes to be
arround agaln in a few days. The most I want now 1is atrength
which comes very slow,

¥nen you write direct to General rFleld Hospital
Nard H. Chattanooga Tenn

I think 1t is Aoubtful about my recieving any Hall while
here. but it will make no harm to wrlte. put the Co. & Regt
on the end of the Envelop no gore at presant

Dick .



Direct to Sergt. R. J. HcCaililen
Hospital No. 14 Ward 1
Jaghvilie Tenn

write soon

AAA Hosvital ¥o. 14, Nashville Tenn
Monday June 13th 1844

Dear »other % Brother

.4 Cclock P.M. I am happy to inform you that my nealth 1s
fast lmproving I have been able to sit up most all day and been
able to walk all around the yari all I need now is a little
strength the Dr this morning ordered me to have some whiskey
three times a day. I 2ot my first suck at the bottle this noon,
and will zet another in about an hour. I have a whiskey Tottle
at the head of my bed all the time now Billie would you not
like to be in the Hospital. I willl get my pay here the flirst day
of July thare will be due me at that time 312C. (ay pay 1s 25
per zonth since May 1lat) wont that be some.

B831lie I wish you would have Mother go to Springvill and have
those teeth put in and I will have the money thare as soon as the
work 1s done. I am agoing to try and get a furlough in July as
soon as I get my pay and I would lilke she would have them 1in by
that time. I expect I will stay here untlll the 1lst of July
they have sent for my descriptive to day. 3llile if you have a
spalr dollar I wish you would send it to me. dont send more than
one for fear I will not get it and that will be anough at presant
"o more at presant

Yours Truly

Dick



Hospital No.. 14, N¥ashville Tenn
June 22", 1864

Dear Mother & Brother

It is with pleasure I again seat myself to pen a few lines
nome altho I have not recd a letter since iay 22" one month a go
to day. but I expect one from home in a few days and also my
letters which are with the Regt. Iy health is improving slowly.
I was out 2round the city yesterday. I welgh at presant 1263
lbs. my weight when I left home was 171. but I am gaining a
little every day I will not be able to take the fleld in
quite a while yet I got my descriptive list to day so I will
be shure of ay pay 2long the first of July. The weather 1s
guite cool here and has been ever gince I have been here.

Cur Rect has veen in two fights since I left. They wasg in
a fight on the 15" of this month Lieut A. Crosby was wounded
had two ribs broken. I did not hear as any of our Co wag either
killed or wounded. 4 men in the Regt Killed. I dont %now how
many wounded. as I think of no more at presant I will close
noping to hear from you soon

no more at presant

Dick



HUpogpital lo. Nagshville Tenn
July 11", 18564

Jear Mother % Brother

it was with pleasure I rec'd yours of July 3" on the 7
and it found ne stlll iaproving, and I shal bte able to Joln
my HRezt ear long. In regard to a furlough it is lmpossable
for a man to get one unless he 1s wounded I would like very
well to come home but it 1s impossable.

The weather 13 very warm here now almost (if not quite)
aultry

Thursday 5 ocloeck P.M.. July 21st

-

I guess I will finish my letter now I have money to pay the
postaze. I have been expectina my pay every day for the last
ten days and I have just this minit rec'd it 3128. I will send
you by exprees tomorrow $511C. you keep $2C for your own use.
And take 20 to get Mothers teeth put In. you may get Skinner
to by me a U. S. Bond one of the 10 fortys a 550 bond if it Adus
not cost to munch premium and give the remalnder to iother for
gpending noney. My health 1s fully recovered and I expecti to Jjoln
ny "egt with the first squad that 1s sent front which will be in
a few days.

I am zlad Bill Bird has got home Mary will feel munch
better to have hlim at home than in the Hogpital tell him
to write to me

I will send you a receipt for canning fruit I expect I
will be at home thils winter to eat some of those things gave
some Tomatoes for me iIf you rals any.~- Write as soon as you get
this and let me know if you get the money I will send 1t by
Addams Zixpress to Zlllcottville. 1f thare not an express office
vou will find 1t at Great Valley

Yours truly, Dileck

Jirect as before



Hd. Qts 154" N. Y. Vols near
Atlanta Ga. Aug 12" 1864

Dear Hother % Brother

It 18 with pleasure I seat ayself to glve you 2 blrds eye
view of our present position. We are only a short distance from
the above named town 8o near that our parrot guns can toss shell
and shot into the town with perfect ease. We are withlin one hzlf
nile (that or near) of two Rebel forte, but I think they are
quite harmless although thare 18 a gun in one of them that throws
a 100 pound shot but on account of our sharp shooters and a good
supply of cannaon (The rifle parrots) they keep as qulet as 1If
thare was not a Yank within fifty miles of thea. I think Atlanta
must be rather an uncomfortable place to iive at presant for our
guns are throwing shell into the town every five minits and
goumetlmes oftener than that. aAnd then the skirmishers I hardly
wnow what to compair them to unless it 18 poplng corn when you
have 2 nhot fire and some times you would think that some one had
get an an extra dish by the cooking I think I have heard over
two hundred shots since I have been writing this, 3ut I Jont think
think they do munch damage. I know the Reb sklrmlshers 1o very
little damage. I do not %now what affect ours dus nhave.

We have nad a few days rainy weather but it nas cleared off
now and every thing 1s as plesant as one could wish

I have just been to supver and I guess I will tell you
what Lt c¢oneisted of it 1s not the quallty I speak of
but the quantity. beaf stake coffee suzar arnd hard tacks,.
we usualy have pork % beens and vegtables every day or two.
I think thare never was an army better cared for,

Alic 3ird sits here marking out stars. The most of the
ooys are geathered in squads here and thare discussing the
guestion how many Rebs it would take to drive 1n our sklrmishers.
they think 1t would take a zocd line of battls at least.
A8 it 18 getting late I will close. hoplng to hear from
you soon I remain your Son

Dick



Aug 13"
Mother I wish you
would send me a
hat I dont care about
a nice one I would
ilke one something
llke that one I brought
Theodore Kingsley a low
crowned black hat
and a palir of suspenders
you can send them by
mail. I believe thare
is nothing els I
want, at presant.

Diek



Crattanooga Tenn
Sept 5" 12354

Tear Mother % Brother

I supnose vou will not be a little suroprised wien you hear
of my whareabouts. I was a2t the Fegt only one week when I was
taken sick with the fevor and sent to the Divielon Hosptl. and
from there to the Jogpital at this place. but I have left the
Hospltal now 28 I have got better and gone to the Convalesant
Camp I ean stay here as long as I like and 1t 1s a good place
thare was over two weeks I could not eat anythling but now I can
ezt 3 mule and chase the rider. but I nave a plenty here. thare
1s several boys of our Regt here and one hag charge of the Street
where I belong and I mess with hin we have gay o0ld times now I
tell you. we have lots of fun and nothning to do.

I recd yours of Aug 14" I think you were foollsh to duy
looking glass as we had one as good as the rest of the furnature
wish I could be at homs to help you eat your tomatoes I hope
1ay be next winter. Cur Corps (The 2C) 1s in Atlanta now
if Gen Grant would take ZRichmond now the Hebellon wouldl te
virtualy ended, and I hope he may do so. I was glad to hear
Mother has got such a nice set of teath. I wisn I could see them.
I recd a letter from Mary a short time 2 g0 and will
answer it in a few days., 31llie you wanted to know avout my
giving a Reb a kill. allithare was of it I was on sklramlsh llne
May & and I saw a tig Reb who had shot two boys of the 134 N ¥
within a few feet of me. I got sight of him when he was loading
his gzun he was not more than 15 rods from me I drawed a
fine sight on him and over hse went in about one minute another
reb came up and draged him off as 1f he was dead. I had }lust got
my =zun loaded and was capoing it when he was drawn off if I had
been a little quicker in loading I must have had another shot
I got several good shota that afternoon.

H R

I will tell you more about it when I see you
no more a2t presant

yours truly
Dlck
Direct to

Sergt. . J. cCadden
Zxchange Cazp
2nt Batalion
Chattanooga

Tenn



Chattancoga Tenn
Sept 15 1864

Dear Mother % Brother

It is with pleasure I one more seat myself to inform you of
the improvement of my health. I am happy to say I am feeling tip
top although I am some what waek It will be some time before
I am strong erough to stand a hard march. for I was very weak after
the fevor left me but I am galning strength fast now.

I have a gzood pace here and shal stay untlll I am 3ble for
duty. then I will join my Regt. but not before. I have no duly
to do nothing but to keep my self clean

I should like to be at home this this month if it was so 1
could, bHut it is not. vyou tell me Jane is to be at home these
days I should iike to see hir I have not written to nir
lately for I 4id not ¥now whare to find hir. Tell Alida(?) I
will write to hir in a few days.

The 154 Regt are now in side the fortifications of atlanta
and lust in the edge of the city. The Army of the Cuaberland
are iile at presant and will remain so 1t is supposed untlll the
22" of this month during the armastis which lasts from the 1l2th

untill the 22" I will make my letters short as [ have no news

1o write hoppinz to hear from you soon I remaln as ever yours Truly
Dick

Alddress

Sergt. R. J. ¥McCadden
-

Sxchange Camp 2nd Battallon
Chattanooga, Tenn

Lsa" N. Y. V.
If not called for pleas forward



Cattanooga Tenn
Sept. 26/ 64

Dear Mother & Brother

It was with pleasure I recd your note of the 15" which found
me almost well I must say I wag well but I am not qulte as
strong as I was last spring

I am glad you was not excepted as a Soldier for I know you
could never stand camp life, as far as carrying a load or
knapsack 1s concerned. But you could get to the rear at any
tine they could never keep you at the front and make you
march perhaps they would put you in the Invalid corps and
make you do guard duty asround a clty or some thing like that.
It would not be s0 bad a thing in all but if I thought vou
would have to go through as much as I have I would say stay at
hone.

I think it 1s two bad for the boys who came out two or
three years aco for to do the most of the fighting and get no
bounty What Rezt 1is Deforest in I wish I could be at home
Just at presant to see all of the famlly togeather once more.

Whare is Mary living getting along
I have not heard from hir in a2 long time and how dus Margery feel
about Deforest golng a Soldlering I dont think he will stay Iin
the [ield a great while.

¥other I wish you would not keep telling me to stay in the
rear or not expose my self to danger if any one would see my
letters they would think you would like to have me act cowardly
allthough I k¥now you wpuld not and you know writing about such
things do no good dus no good I will do my duty any way.
Billie you wanted to know 1f I wanted any thing I can think of
nothing but a pair of boots you may send me a palr of ___ boots
1f you can send thenm if it 1s a coming to our
regt i1f not dont mind 1t I have the soles about whiped on
these boots the ones I got at nome tut the uppers are qulte good
yet. I have not got the Hat & Suspenders yet but I suppose they
are at the Regt whare they will be safe I expect to g0 front in a
couple of weeks 8o direct your next letter to the Regt.

Tei? Mother my time 18 over 2/3 out I am serving on my
last year what do you think of that Billie you said you
gaw Miss N. C. when you was at why did not you go on
and state what you %new about hir %c. &c.

You told me you was shoe making who are you to work for or
are you on your own hook. what 18 wages 3t home now % how ig times
generly I wish you would set a fools cap sheet of paper next
letter and write 1t fool Give my complemente to all

Yours Truly Ulick



H4a., Qts. 154" ¥.Y.Y. three
miles from Savannan Ga
Nec 15" 1854

Dear “other & Brother

It 13 with pleasure I anounce the safe arival of the
arny of General Sherman within cannon range of the city
of Savanah after a march of 25 days. we left atlanta
Nov 1% and arived at this place Dec 1ll. We have not
fired a3 zun at the enemy yet to my knowledgze. We are on
the bank of the Savanah river three miles above  the clty
we have a falr view of the clty from our presant position.
The enemy hold the city and the works about it.

Cur march here was a long and wearysome march over
*C0 miles but I stoocd it very well i think ay health
improved every day and I dont wnow as my health was ever
better than at presant. Deforest 1s well and as tough as
an ox. 3all the boys from Zllicettville that started with
us are here now and are all well., Thare is not a sick man
in Co. G at presant. I nope it will remain so.

I will not write a long letter this time as thare
1a no certalnty of zetting it through as our mall rought
12 not in operatlion yet when you write direct your
letters to Washington in stead of Nashvillie

Clark Cyer was captured by the_enemy iast Sunday
he went across the river last sunday in a boat and
was captured.



Caap near Goldsburou. H.C.
Mareh 26" 1345

Dear Xother % ZBrothser

It is with ples I once more seat mysell at a table to pen
a2 few lines home and give you 2 short history of our late
canpalgn through the Carolinas

As you well know we left the town of Savannah Fek-£% Jan =7
and have been out from civilization untill March 22" when we
arrived at this place I will not attempt to tell you the
nunber of hundred miles we have marched during the time
it 1s anough to 8ay we have been on the march all pbut two or
three days since we started.

We have met with veryv littie opvosltion on our way and
where ever the enemy attemped to make a stand they soon found
the Yankeys tc meny for them and thought the o0ld maxim best
(e who 1s to flght and runs a way may llve to fight another
day pbut ne who fights and there gets slain shal never llve to
fiznt agaln)

Ye crossed the Savannah river a little above the city and
directed nis march through the center of the State of South
Carolina, and you well say desolation marked our tracks, for
we 8carcely left a house barn or pvlg »ven standing for over
1CC niles or you must say in the State.. #e distroyed the
Charleston and Augusta Hallroz2? at Zranchville for 1% or ZC
miles on each slde of the town burning every tie and twisting
the ralls when red hot around trees or putlng hooks on then
ani twisting themn like an augor entirely destroying the rail.

Cur next hich was for the cacitol of the State Columbla
a2 very wealthy little town of about 1C,CC0O inhaovltence
Tne 20" Corps was on the left of the Aray and 41d not see this
place. 3ut the 17" Aray Corps entered the city and left only
about {? €C or *C) nouses standing when the left the place next
day. idany's the home was made desolate in one short day, for
the city was full of Ilnhabitense.

Cur living we feoraged off the country through whilch we pasced
we zenerly hzd a plenty but left very little for the cltizens to
live on our living consisted chiefly of 3weet potatoes Flour
Corn meal 5Smoaked hiam Molasses hcney Chlckens Turkeys and tn
like L think we can rob bee-hives to perfection We nad
from tnree to 5 mules in our Company I had one il the way
from Savarmah so I had iittle or nothing to cary and cazne through
very weil it was an eaey marceh for so long a one the roads



Wware generly wood, we have a pontoon traln with ue anld we can
tulld a briige across a river as large as tne Allegany in nalfl
a2 day or less a good stout tridge for tralns to cross on and
take it up in lesg than a quarter of the time.

The toats on which the bridge is laid is coversd with canvas
In atead of Yoards After the Army crosses the bridize 1s taken up
and put in wagons the boats tak%en to pleces and sut-4n-ga carled
along. So you can see we are not dependant on the country for
oridgea, and when ever the roads zet muddy we c¢odaroy the road
with rails z2nd zmake 1t almost as good 28 dlank road nesealty
1s the mother lnventlion

nftey we crossed the Dtate of South Carolina we entered North
Carolindand havs traveled over 1CC ulles in it. We distroyed =
larze Arsonal at Fayettvilie it was. the most extenslve institutlon
of 1ts kind I ever eaw it was one the United States built long
tefore the war. We also distroyed the Rall-road at Columbia,
“instoro, and Rocklingham. 1 think we have prety efectively
dlstroyed the Rall-roads in the South

Goldsboro is a3 nice little town on the Nuse river 50 or 70 1iles
from Newburn thare i1s a rallroad now in opperation hetwszen the
two places, 3c I expect we will falr well while we remain hnere.

I nave in ny tent for three of us at presgant 5C 1lba. saoked hax
£%5 lts flour 25 lbs eal 2C 1ts hard Ttread 4 or 5 1lts Sugar a
quantlty of sorgam and more coffee thar we can use until we draw
agaln. Mary was telling ze about the molasses they made in
¥inasota I have eat more of it than it would take to Zrown

me in i1t is very nice. I rec'd a pailr of socks through the
windnees of Genl 7. H. Jones they are very nice ones and a lump
of sugar wlith them I reciesved 7 letters from home 3ay tefore
yesteriay my last two uonths mall come all in a bunch., 2illle

If I was you I would ¥eep =my place a little while untill you find
out what succesg they have finding oil.

I nave a little less than 6 lonths more to serve and than ay
tine will te out I think it would bte a good plan for ue to g2
west then but we wlll settle that when I zet home 1 exgect ay
pay So0n I nave $} 12 dollars that woulld ma¥e quite a purchase
In the west 3iille you had better save your money than zo(?} %
gpend 1t foollshly I am in hecpea you nave xot over that zind of
tusinesas I expect you now to te prety careful to support the
fanlly but I hope thare is better tlmes coming no more at pregant

Jick

T fal

Inla plece of rock 1s off General Marions tornd feep 1t



Camp of the 184" M. Y. '
near Goldsboro W.C. Apr 2’

n

Jear Mother X Frother

Tnle vlegant eavning finis me seated with ren in hand to
nform you thzt I am enloying the Ttest of health anid hoplinc
s will find vou enjoyving the saze blessing

Cur (The 2nd) Division was reviewed to day by our Corps
conander Maj. General Mower he mas just taken comand of
our Corps. 3Zrevet Ma]. Gen. John 4. Gerry (Cur Div comander)
presented our Div with a splendid set of flags to day and ore
to each Brigade and one to the Div. The Div flag is about 4§ feet
squalr blue silk wlth a white star in the center about 1C inches
from polnt to point thare is a nlce blue & white cord znd
tassels. The flag is oound with a yelow allk frinze.
thare is a silver dand on the staff Jjust dbelow the flag six
inches long and Jjust below thils a sllver / / on which all
the battles the Div has besen engaged are engraved.

The 2ripade flags are the same as tnhe Dlv wlth this exception
they are trlangler shaped lat Brig blue 2 Zrilg Slue with a
*hite gtrlipe at the staff the Zrd 2Brig dblue with a white teorier
around it. the folowing 1s the shape of them

The ground work of all these flags are blue and every flag
1ag the namesg of the Ttattles on the pilece on trne etaff. ke made
2 very nilce speech to the Dlv when he presented them to us.

Jur Fezt and the 124 New York have glgned for the Henry rifile
16" shooters you can put in 15 lozads at once and load 1t quicker
than you can a conon HMusasket the cap nowder & tall are all
tozeather they are prevalred in a copper case sach load they
are like that. I think we will be pretty affectlve after we uet
them. the Rebs say our boys load them up Sunday ani then they

will ahot all the week,- - I have heard nothing from deforest
a8 yet. I only heard 1t was by Zamptons I quars they were taken
17 =0 they wllil bte well for they are true szoldlers. Tell

dargery that news about hlm for in all probability ne 1ls safe
anl #will be exchanged sson. I have 2 courle of books I will
gend home 1in a2 day or . I saw Jonn laloy to day and naid
__ #with hin., The weather ls falr ani we are naving falr times
now 2 Ifaye, wrilte to me soon and I will to you

Youre Truly

Dick



Camp in the eld

71
April 27, 1855

Dear Mother % Brother

I have Jjust rec'd yours of the 15 and will now reply

We left Ralelgh day before yesterday and marched out
here 1C or 12 milee from that place to meet Johnson.- -
The terms was not excented which he wanted to surrender
on but I expect they willl azree on terms ere thls reaches

you ne must 4o one of three things run fiznt or surrender
at last a day will tell the

I wish I could be at home to gse
£0 west I wigh you could =2end ae and I
wiil “et through their .
The weather is very plesant with woods ___ all leaves out
anl it 1is very plesant I was very to near of

I think I will be 2t home before the

guimer is over

I remain as ever

Dlck



Camp Near Washington D.C.
May 2G6/55

dear Mother ¥ Brother

I have }lust reed yours of May 2lst I wag happy to hear you
was a2ll well ag thils leaves me at present

Ye had a fine tlme at the revlew 1t passed off very plesantly
21l that was lacking was our much loved President to review us but
Alas. he 13 gone I am in hovpes Johnson will prove as good and I
think he will I have not the least doubt for the future

I was in the City the other day and I was well pald for
my trouble. I was through the Capitol, the Pattent Offlce, tne
Smithsonian Institute I had also a view of the White house rost
office, War Dept Treasury Dept and most of the publle bulllings in
Washlingzton

I saw Harry Balley and I wag at thers house and stayed
a short time

Cur canp 13 about 4 miles from the City and 1 can go down any
iay trat I have time we are not required to have papers.- -
I have been very bulsy to day posting the books and I expect tc bTe
while we stay here. It 1s the general oppining that we wlll leave
here next week for our own State I think we will be home by the
15" or 2C" of June and I iont know but before but I think not

You wanted to know abtout me bringing a tean I will not be
mustered out untill I go to our own State and I iont know as 1
shall come back for & team. If I do I will drive them home.

I wrote a letter to Mary last week and sent 1t to the far west

I sent Deforest things home by express and some of Ferkins
tnings ani a 4ress coat and Pair of shirts Zloves and of
nine Ferkins sent the wool dblanket Hat and the bundle done up
with a white cloth Deforest owns the Jacket Fuber Blanket and
the other bundle his over coat we left behind I could have
plcked up 1CC of them if 1 could have carried them and Theodore
113 npt Arive the team after Deforest left and could not carry his
Knapsack I woul? not have expressed it then if it nad not teen
for the bundle of nis which I would not have with ze

Perking and nyself will help vay the eXxpress charges. I expect
Deforeat ia at home ere thie I reed a letter from him dated the

-

17 sayinz he was going north which I suppoee he ment home

I zuess I have wrote enouzh thls tize hopring to here f{roa
you again I remain as ever yours truly
wick

NDirect za ovefore



Camp of the 154th NY
¥ear Washington D.C. .ay 30/65

it s with pleasure I gseat myself to inform you that we have
veen presented with two splendid new flags one XNatlonal color
or oattle flag the stars and stripes the other a State flag
they are very nice. the State flag has engraved on it in goli
letters a part of the battles in which our Regt was engaged.
I dont ¥now why they were.

Billle 414 you get the letter requesting you to zmake me a3
palr of calf boots your boots just fit me

Dick



Camp of the 154" N.Y. Vols.
: near Goldsboro N.C. Apr 3/65
Dear Mother & Brother

‘This plesant eavning finds me seated with pen
in hand to inform you that I am injoying the best of heath
hoping this will find you enjoying the same blessing.

Our (The 2nd) Division was reviewed to day by
our Corps comander Maj. General Mower he has just taken °
command of our Corps. Brevet Maj General John W. Gerry (Our
Div comander) presented ocur Div with 4 splendid silk flags to
day one to each Brigade and one to the Div.- The Div flag
is about 4 1/2 feet squair blue silk with a white star in the
center about 10 inches from point to point thare is a nice
blue & white cord and tassels. the flag is bound with a
heavy yelow silk fringe. thare is a silver band on the staff
just below the flag six inches long. and just below this a
silver plate from upon which all the battles the Div has been
engaged are engraved.

The Brigade flags are the same as the Div flag with this
exception they are tryangler shaped. the 1st Brig blue, the
2 Brig blue with a white strip next the staff

the 3d Brig blue with white border around it. the folowing
is the shape of them ___ Div. ___1st Brig __ 2nd Brig ___ 3d
Brig. The ground work of all these flags are blue Our Brig
flag has the names of 22 battles on the plate on the staff.
he made a very nice speach to the Div when he presented them
to us. Our Regt and the 134" New York have signed for the
Henry rifle 16" shooters you can put in 16 loads at once and
load it quicker than you can a comon musket the cap powder &
ball are all to geather they are prepaired in a copper case
each load. they are not heavy they weigh about 10 1lbs and

will shoot half a mile true, I think we will be pretty
affective after we get them the Rebs say our boys wind them
up Sunday and then they will shoot all the week. -- I have

heard nothing from Deforest as yet. only it was by Hamptons
Legions they were taken if so they will be used well, for
they are true Soldiers. Tell Margery not to worry abot him
for in all probability he is safe and will be exchanged soon.
I have a couple of books I will send home in a day or two.- -
I saw John Maloy to day and had a talk with him. The weather
is fair and we are having fine times now a day. write to me
soon and I will to you. Yours Truly

Dick
ENVELOPE ADDRESSED TO: William McCadden POSTMARKED:
Ellicottville NEW BERN N.C.
Cattaraugus Co. APR 9 (1865)
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