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401 Brandy Lane
Mechanicsburg, PA
12 January 1983

Edward J. Meredith, Jr., D.D.S.
240 W. Palmetto Park Road Suite 101
Boca Raton, FL 33432

Dear Dr. Meredith,

Thank you very much for the nice color photos of Byron Johnston's
pistol. These are quite clear and certainly shows that it is a very
nice weapon. Thank you too for your kind offer to sell the pistol
to me on an installment plan. I believe your price of $1,400.60 is
fair and in line with similar pieces being offered these days. However,
1 am still not in a position to be able to purchase the pistol, much
as T would like to have it. Yoo see, for eleven months of the year
I pay tuition to a Christian Day School for my two children in the
amount of $148.32 per month. With my mortgage payments, trying to
keep two cars going and the other regular monthly bills, that leaves
almost nothing for a hobby. Then there are the unforseen things that
come up like $300.00 to cap a broken tooth (you can relate to that one)
and T still owe my dedtist §25.00! I just do not have a salary which could
could make payments of $120.00 per month on a pistol. You mentioned
that you do not want it to seem kike you are putting too much pressure
upon me and I can tell you that you are not because I know my financial
limitations and responsibilities.

1 am afraid I can speak for Mark Dunkdlman also. He has just
recently gotten a job after being out of work for three years., H#s
wife taught school to support them but now she has a baby and Mark
is not making that much in Commercial art to buy the pistol either.

I had mentioned it to him after you had contacted me and told him if
he was interested to make you an offer. His reply was that it was out
of the question.

So Dr. Meredith, you are dealing with two young men who just do
not have what it takes. As a matter of fact, I am taking Some things
to a Civil War show on Saturday in hopes of selling something the
proceeds of which I hope to use to pay some bills!

Tnformation is still coming in. We recently heard from a lady in
California who has the diaries (she sent us copies) and shoulder straps
(she sent us photos) of Sgt. Major Alex Bird, and a fellow in New York
who does relic hunting sent us photos of a stencil of Albert Goulding
of Co. F that he found in the winter 1862/1863 camp of the 154th at
Stafford Court House. It is interesting how this stuff is still around.

Again, thank you very much for your reasonable offer on the pistol.

Sincerely yours,




