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From: Acting Regional Chief, I&VS AR
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Subiect: "Who was the father of these Children?¥

Fs a follovw-up to our telecon of April 7, we were able, with the
cerreration of ary Plummer of the Preshvter1an Histurical
Socizty, to docunznt the story of the identify of tha fallen

biro a2t Settysturg., e surveyed the original rzocp-ns
Frocisterian end The Zosrican Presbyterieon 30d "ipesce c

Trooan ujij'KmtHrrhjﬁmiéée”L%%ﬂ3T:wIZEJQ'”Tﬁcié e i ly church
pArers, printed on nzveprint 193 X Z7%, tave no cover illusira-
titas, ing carry ro thotooraphs or lTive art,  The bycozdsides are
7 coYiuns wide,

The virst article, din Vol. III %o, 9, pr7.e 174, “ctoher 29, 1553,
too ;aregraphs of 30 lines approximaiely in the cznler of the
;eoe, mezsyre 2 7/8" X 5i", It carries the heading THE DEAD
SOLDIER AND THE DALGUERREOTYPE; describing the finding of the dzad
soldizr clesping the photograph....0r. Beurn's role, ztc.

Tie zocond article, rico= 126, Vovenber 13, 1003, corndicts of
Chrce savegverhs, cTrserice 2 7/3" X 13dM, It cavvrics tae ccig
Pre e SDUDRRR IDEHTIFTRD,  Aveng 2thzr ¢ wnts it cnrs, “The
sz oaf the soidier was (eic) AL Huroszrigp®
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Culinuin, IV verapte that Se, Foyrog is T L f “yirag o an
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The story is becoming of more interest to the editor! Page 188,
December 10, 1863, interjects a bit of commsercialism, under the
heading NEW PREMIUM OFFERED. o .

"The large-sized, handsome photo of Sgt. Hummiston's three
children, copied and enlarged from the ambrotype found 1n the
hands of the dead soldier at Gettysburg, worth $1.00, will be
sent by mafl, postage paid, in return for a new subscriber paying
full rates in advance.® '

December 17, 1863, page 101, carries a six paragraph letter from
the Rev. Isaac G. Ogden from Portville, N.Y. He describes Sgt.
Hummiston's background under the heading, SERGEANT HUNMISTON AXD.
HIS FAMILY. He points out that the Sgt. was a harness-maker, - °°
etc...wanted to enlist earlier...finally was motivated to after -
Tearning of the disastrous Penninsular Campaign. Also, touching
bit about the widow and her profession of faith....plus the needs
that she and the orphans have. ,

December 31, 1863, page 210, has two paragraphs, measuring

2 7/8" X Si", under GALLERY OF SOLDIERS' CRPHALS. The effcrts of
Cr. Bovrns in Lehalf of the widow of fallen Sat. Pummisticn,

have not only called forth a great deal of Sntercst in thz ~oblic
sevcerally, but have aiakerned hicpe in the winds of othars oind-
Terly sitvated, The editor gocs on t9 propocse a hono,, ,for the
orptzrs of failen herces..o.io ba built on crest of Cr=zteory hill

I vou tidink w2 trould pursve the story into 106
pleesed to fellow-up.

vie muscum has no cepacity to duplicate, or plictograph, the cri-
¢inals which are in very gcod condition., We weuld be hapry to
coordinatz tihe photoograpy of vhatevar you vould Jike., UWe hora
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IDENTITY ASCERTAINED

The identity of the dead soldier who was found on the bloody
field of Gettysburg, with the picture of his three 1ittle childrem tightly
clasped in his hands, has been ascertained within a week or two. The
wide publicity given to the touching circumstanee throughtihe medium of

~—_the press produced the desired result., The name of the deceased was
(Hurmertod, and his widow and thres children reside at Portville, Caterangus
‘County, New York. Large numbers of photographic copies of the pioture

upon which the dying eyes of ths warrior-father closed have bsen sold
and the profits realited from their sales will be appropriated te the
benefit of the children. :

R Compiler
Yoys 30, 1863
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SEBRGEANT HUMISTON

Wb v s e

Our citizens are familiar with the story of Sergeant Humiston,
who was killed at the battle of Gettysburg and subsequently recognized
by means of the ambrotype of his children found in his hand after his
death. An effort is being made to raise a fund for the support of the
orphan children of the deceased, by the sale of their photographs. They
are executed in very handsome style, and no doubt will command a ready
sale. They can be had at the Drug Store of Dr. R. Horner, in this place,
who is agent for their sale. Price 25¢. o

Compiler .
Feb. 8, 1864
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HUMISTON CHILDREN

[Compiler, August 28, 1865]

"An Affecting Story Spoiled"
Sergt. Humiston, says the Baltimore Clipper, who it was supposed expred on the
field of Gettysburg--who was the hero of the celebrated Gettysburg Photographs,
of a very fine poem by Jas. G. Clark, and innumerable affecting newspaper
articles--returned to his home and family at Portville, Cattaraugus county,
recently, having been confined as the Olean Times learns as a prisoner in one

of the Southern prison pens, and but lately released."

[Compiler, September 4, 1865]
David Wills contradicted the above story and quoted the same line pro-
fessed by him earlier; that the body was found on Stratton Street by Peter

Beitler and was buried on Judge Russell's lot before being disinterred to

the National Cemetery.




