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THE ENLISTMERT AND IN CANP AT JAMESTOWN -
AND THE SEVERAL CAMPS WHILE IN THE SERVICE OF THE UNITCD STATES

Willian D. Harper enlisted at Sinclairville from the town
of Charlotte, Chautauqua County, New York State; the 28 th day
of august, 1862, There being at the time a great need for
soldiers at the front, and 1its being also at the time of Pres,
Lincoln's call for six hundred thousand volunteers to f1ill up
the ranks and replenish the lines made vacant by the former
battles of the war, At the time there were great mass meetings
held at Sinclairville and elsewhere, On this evenling when the
tire came to ask for volunteers, Willliam was one of the first
to approach the front to give his name as a soldier and for
the protection of the flag and the country. There were about
fifteen or sixteen enlisted that evening. At the time of
enlistment Williax D, Harper was in his twenty-third year.
Rather below wedlua height, being only about five feet four inches
in his stocking feet. Willlam with several others went to
Jauestown in Chautauqua County, August 30 th 1862, was examined
and accepted and mustered into the Unlted States Service on
Septenber 26 th, and became a full-fledsed soldier of the United
States and went into capp near Jamestown knowﬁ a5 Camp Brown,
It belng at the time the rendezvous of the 117 th P2gt. encamped
there. After Willian spent the greatest part of his time at
home with his parents until the 22 nd of September 1862, When
he took leave of hozme and many friends, and his last parting
with his beloved mother whom he always adored and loved above

all else in this world, never to see her again on this earth,
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Willianm was a mewber of the 154 th Regiment of New York
State, made up froa Chautauqua and Cattaraugus Counties, numbering
about eleven hundred effective men and the very pick men in
those two Countlies, with Col, A.,G. Bice at 1ts heads, 7The sald
Willian was a neaber of Company F with Thomas Donnelly of Sinclairville
as Captain, His First Lieutenant, was John C., Griswold of Arkwrlight
later becoming Captain when Donnelly resigned. He was as good
a man as ever cozmanded a company. The 154 th Regt. with Harper
left Jamestown for Vashington, D.Cs, on the 29 th day of Septeaber
1862, bidding goodbye to Fathers and Hothers, Brothers and Sisters
and a farewell to everybody behind, and never to be seen again
by many noble boys whose bones rest in the Sunny South. ThelBh th
stopped at Clmira and got their equipment, guns, etc on the next
dag after leaving Jamnestown and arrived in Washington, D.C. on
Soboterd| IP6s, AWl GIOEEOL ThS TORiE BYYeES And HHS FOLEBNG
River and was on the Virginia soll for the first time where the
war was in full blast. In the same evening after leaving
Wasnington they went into Camp Seward on the Arlington Heights
near the old hone of General Kobert E. Lee, and if ever there
was a tired lot of soldlers it was us on this very night. We got
some coffee and some hard tack, ate them and, about midnight
lay down in the dust and sand four or five inches deep to rest,
Our Regt. stayed here on this sunny hill, doing canmp duty and
enjoying ourselves as best we could until about the 12 th of Oot,
Then we broke canp and went near Fairfax the next day, getting
a little nearer to the army. 1t probably would not be out of
plabe to mention here that Willlam kept a diary most cof the
tize while in the service of the United States and that the
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first year's keeping was lost #nd all I have to refer to is
history, and a few notes of canps and battles and dataes,
Therefore I will only try to give a few of the most important and
pass on. It will ounly glve a passing glance of a soldler's life
and the way he is oblliged to marcn at & moment's call, We
left our camp near Falrfax Nove. 2 and got to Thoroughfare Fap on
the 9 th, We expected to meet the Rebs, but we did not meet any.
These caups ars not whare we stppped over night, but where we ex-
peoted to stay a few days awaiting orders, etc, We moved
around where we were ordercd on duly here and there between
the dates of these camps, doing picket duty, etc. We left this
canp Nov, 17 and foraed another camp near Germantown on the 19 th,
We stayed there until Dec 10 doing picket duty, etc, then packed'
up and went to Falmouth Dec. 16 and again left there on the 19 th
of January, 1563, About this time the Union army of the Potomao
vas suppocsed to te on the move and a great fight was expected,
This was known as General Gurnsides famous "mud march® towards
Fredericksburg. Our Regt (the 154 th) was detalled as a guard
to protect the Poatoon train and the laying of the Pontoon boats
in the river, We broke cazp on

the 19 th ard got to where the
pontoon boats were on the 22 nd, during the day and up to 6 P.M.
At this tice the weather was all that could be wished for and
the roads dry and dusty, ZIZverything indicated a success., We
started with the loaded waggons of the Pontoons about 5 P.MM
when the wnole traln was on the aove, and ebout 6 o'clock it
cozmzenced to rain and before midnight there were half of the
waggons stuck fast in the zud and before daylight they were
all stuck fast. I think that night will be as long reamembered

ag most any night during the war, There lay the most part of
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the arny near the point of crossing the river and not a boat
could be got there to make a crossing for the troops to cross
on. It was a terrible night. It rained incessantly all night,
and the =ud, I think, without doubt was over two feet deep in
places. It was inpossible to get a waggon or a cannon up the
bank to the river., Were the soldliers wet? No naze for it., I
don't think there was enough dry thread in our Regliment's shirts
to make one aan a dry shirt. No sleep for the poor soldier.
Next corning cawme with falr weather. The raln ceased to fall
and the sun was shining bright and clear. Everything was at a
standstill, 3Soon there could bes seen orderlias carrying
dispatches in every direction and in a 1little while everthing
was beginning to move back, the whole orders countermanded., Our
Regt. took a near ocut for our old camp at Falmouth and got there
the 24 tr of January and stayed there until February 5 th, and
went 1into a new camp near Stafford Court House on the 6 th day
of February 1863. Everything now was very quiet. Winter had set
in and the weather was very cold for Virginia. The army was
nearly sll

nearly all in some winter quarters not expecting to fight or
march in that part of the arny at present or until the coming

of warmer weather. Nothing much of account going on except watch
?éggthe enexy and picket duty, but plenty of ihat,.

We gtayed 1n this caup until “pril 13, 1863, when the army a
again wade preparation for another great move and undertaking
under the comumand of General Joseph Hooker. Our Regt, legt
camp at Stafford on “pril 13 th and got to the Rappihannock
River the 14 th, near Kellysville and stayed there until the

28 th, when our Regt. orossed the river at Kelley's Ford,



W 2

beling the first troops to cross at that point, At this time the
Union Arny held one side of the river and the “onfederate army
the other, The EZ=bel pickets were on the banks of the river so
our rezizent had to cross in the dark of the night in pontoon
boats and drove the Rebels back and neld the zcround until there
could be a pontoon bridze laild sultatle for the troops and
wagzgons and also the artillery to cross one I don't think it
was nore than ain houxr and a halfl vefore the bridge was laild and
troops waras crossing. 7Tlhere were several shots fired at us
vwhile wo were crogsing in the boats but without wuch harm and
when we did get across we sent thex flying., We then went basck to
cazp and recrossed the next day, the 29 th of “pril when the
whole Potomac arzy was on the move for the Chancelorville fight,
We got to Chancelorville the 30 th of 4pril, 1863. Our reziment
{the 154 th) lay quiet.on Yay 1 but the army was busy and also
the offilcers, getting the troops in place and getting ready for
the ball to coxmence, The weather was warner and pleasant

with all walting for the order, We had bullt sozme light
breast-works which were afterwards of but little acocount to us.
The 2 nd cang and everything quiet. DBut Oht That dreadful dayl
Beforé sun set the ground that was nice and dry in the morning
was wet with human blood, and many a poor soldler fell, never to
rise again. ®Puch is the carnage of ware. iiay we hope and trust

that our sons will never witness such a sight. [y regirent was
expected to De on the second line of battle belonging to the

eleventh corps cozuanded by Generasl 0.0. Howard foruerly under
Gerieral Frantz 3cagal, the "flying dutchman*. General Butterfield
with hls troops were on the first line and directly in front of
us, WYe were statlioned near General llowards headquarters. As

hard tack and coffee 1s the main diet of the soldier and as it
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getting along towards night I thought i1t best to have a ocup of
coffee and a few of our crackers, 28 1 did not know whot the next
hour would foretell and before I had hardly time to finish my
coffee we got orders to fall in and before you could think the
rattle of musketry and the roar of cannons could be heard at our
front and before we could harély get into line the Rebels were o
closing in on our right and in part of our rear., And what was the
result? General Butterfield's troops broke and came back in

the worst disorder and the Rebels partially in our rear and there
was nothing for us to do but retreat, and retreat we did as best
we could, Ourcolors shot down, our color sergent killed, our

Ad jutant, Samuel lioys, killed, Our Colonel wounded, with over

two thirds of our aen killed, wounded or taken prisoners, About
ﬁidnight of the nizht of the battle, what could be found of our
Regiunent(aot more than tnere was of one coupany in the morning)
was brought into line to support the artillery, then placed near
Gerieral Jos Hooker's headquarters. We lay down in the dust and
mud zade by tae blood of the soldiers, It was fighting over cone
test ground., <The rebels would fall back only to come agaln with
more vigor than ever and if possible to breax our lines but our
orave boys stood fast. This went on for some time and at last

it seened as if the very element had broken loose and all at

once a great shout and a hurrah went from our troops=- and 1 don't
think that tnere ever was a hurch ever sppreclated as 1t was at
that tize. 71hey uad zained a victery and held the ground. The
Rebels fell back and our men were master of the field there,

Oour Regluent was then ordered back into a piece of woods to

rest a 1little and to do soxme picket duty during the rest of that

great vattle., On the 6 th our Reginent crossed back over the
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Potomac river at the United States Ford and went straight to our
old camp at Stafford on May 7, 1863, But think of the change
in that short time. On the 29 th of April we broke camp with
about 600 good and sound men and in less than ten days cams baock
with less than two hundred for duty. The canp was a desolate
looking place. Tents that had from four to five now one or two.
And those with two or three, maybe one and some not any., Our
Colonel gone, oru Adjutant killed, our sergeant killed ( he was
ny cousin) and several other officers gone, say nothing of nearly
three hundred of our men, We couldn't stant it to stay in that
canp, 80 our officers thought best to locat us in a new caap, B0
they did on lMay the 28 th. Thers we stayed until June 12 th, 1863
when we broke camp and started after the Rebels and old Lee, as
he was leading towards Maryland., This was the starting of the
arny of the Potomac in pursult of General Lee's army which
terminated in the Battle of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, Our
Reginent got to Goose Crkkek June 17 th, crossed the Potonac
river June 25 th on a pontoon bridge of 64 boats at Edwards Ferry.
and got to Jefferson, Maryland the same night., The 26 th, we-marched
to lMiddletown and the 28 th to Frederick City, the 29 th to
cBreagers town and got to Emitsburg City at night and camped there,
Here the whole army of the Potomac was encamped near this city,
This was & very hard and tedious march, anny of the soldiers
dropped by the wayside on account of the heat and the horses
too. On July 1 st 1863 there was a detall of two hundred men
ordered froa our Brigade, fifty men from our Regiment (I being
one of the number) under command of our Zajor L.D. Warner, to

g0 to a little town about twenty =miles away by the name of
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Sablliville to drive the Rebel cavalry out of town, but before

we got there they had skedadled, At this time the army lay all
quiet at Enlitsburg, At adbout three 0'clock P.M. we could hear
g:gggg firing in the direction of Gettysburg, Pa. When the
advance of this squad reached Czzitsburg 1t was after dark and not
a tent or sign of the arany could be seen. In fho meantime the
army had marched to Gettysburg and comzmenced the fight, As I was
with the advance of this squad, we xzarched a few miles toward

Exmltsburg and lodged in a stone barn the rest of the night with

' Lt. Casler of our Company and in the mean tize our Hajor went éo

-;Gettyaburg and found out how things were., About 3 o'clock A.M,.

he came to the stone barn with the sad news that there was a terrible
battle in progress and that our ypeginent hhd been engaged and that
every man had been killed, wounded or taken prisoner, Oh, what
terrible news to hear. We were ordered to rcporb_to Gettysburg
&8 soon as possible and he went to look after more of this squad:
snd weat D wys dpd halked Fee mere o
we started sndsvontas HpoSEldbluvagndniichm2hitdtfotonlirafdirour comrades
to come and Jjoin us, While walting I thought best to start a fire
and have a cup of coffee and eat a few hard tacks that we drew the
day btefors of ona day's ration. It was ny motto to make coffee
when I coulds I had hardly got mine drank and a few hard tacks
eaten when orders came to fall in and we did. UNot being daylight
we marched to near where the fighting was going on in good earnest
and halted a little while, then we were ordered up on Cemetery hill
right into the cemerery to protect and support the main line of
artillery. There we lay until the 5 th of July when the fighting

ceased and we started in pursult of the Redels,
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I will now glve the names of the principal places we passed
through on this trip and some where we camped over night. We
went back to Ezaltsburg July 5 and camped there for the night.
We left there the 7 th and went through Cragerstown, thence to
Middletown Qnd canped tkiére for the night, July 9.th.Ws left Middle~
town the 10 th, passed through Boonsborough July 12 th, passed through
Punostown and canped near Bégerstown for the night, July 14 th, and
leff Hagerstown and the 16 th we marched back through Middletown
and cauped near Berlin. July 19 th crossed the Potomac river at
Berlin and passed through Lovettsville and Waterford and camped,
The 20 th marched through Middleburg and camped., July 23 rd we
weﬁfuto New Baltinore and stayed thers to the 25 th and camped at
Céﬁiiﬁ Station. August 1 we left Catlet station and went to
Brists Station. ghgust 3 rd we went back to Catlet Station and
camped, August 16 th we had dress parade for the first time since
we left our old camp at Stafford, Va, August 17 th we left Catlet
Statlon and went to lManassa Junction and camped thers until “ugust
25 the We left there at 6 o'clock A.¥. and took the cars for
Alexandria, Va., and got there at 8 P.M. and stayed in soldier's re-
treat all night. It ralned very hard and we got very wet as we had
nothing but flat open cars, such is the lot of the soldier and no

grurdbling,

As this 1s on the second year of ay career in the aray I will
say that I have not been away from my Regluent over night except on
duty nor have I besn excused froa duty or ever been punished in any
way or manner during the past year and also I have been in every

engagement that the Reglzent has been in, in that time,
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As our Regiment was so reduced in numbers and in wmuch need of
rest, it was thought that we might recruit up a little and strengthen
our Regiment in numbers frow those that were in the hoppital and
from parole camps. Our principal duty was to guard conscripts and
take them to the froat to the cazmuand where they were asslgned,

Soze ot that time we had a very good time and soxs of the time
quite hard. Illost of the tiue we went part of the way on the cars
but we had all the =marching that we wanted.

We stayed at Alexandria guarding comscripts and dolng camp
duty until Sept. 26 th, 18563, We were ordered out into line and
started from Alexandria city about 3 o'clock A.M. and went to the
station and took the cars. We ztarted at 10 o'slock A.M, This
being the time we left the Potouac arany and Joined the aray of
The Tennessee, We hed at this time, all told, not =more that 200
men in the Zegiment for duty. I will now state sone of the prircipal
places and cities on our route.

stop was at

We left the cars at Bridgeport, Alabama. Our firstpsashington D.C.
We stopped there a short tize, started {rom Washington at 2 o'clock
and rode all night. We stopped and got bread and ocoffee at 4:301
o'dlock A.Me the 27 th, Then we passed through New Creek, Maryland
Then passed through Bloomington, Frankville, Swanton, Portland,
Hewburg, Grafton, Cranberry, Summit and Cheat River, Virginis.
Septenber 28 th we got off the cars at the city of Venwood and
crossed the Chio River on pontoons and got coffse in the ocity of
Bellair. Ohlos #We stayed there some tiame then pasced through Belbrante,
Canbridge, and Gainsville, we stopped there coze time on a largs
bridge near the ¢ity ther went to Coluzbus and stopped there and
got coffee etcs Then passed through Londbn and Xenla, Ohio. Then
passed through Richmond, Centerville, Cambridgs, Loulsville,
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Indianapolis, Seamour, Salez and Jefferson, Inde Then crossed the
river on a ferry boat to Kentuckey. Then marched througa the clty of
Louilsville, Xy. , took the cars and crosged into Tennessee, We passed
through Neshville and sevsral szall towns.

The ocountry and towns wers very nice and beautiful and everything
to make a nice country. October 1 st we passed through Hurfreesborough
and Tallanasse, Tennadssecce Zhen we Cauallnto Alabana and stopped
at Stevenson and got breakfast. Taen we went to Bridgeport and got
off the cars and marched about two miles and caaped by the side of the
Tennasssee River. This ended our tzrip froz 01d Virginla as we
started September 25 and got to Sridgeport Alabama on October 1,1863.

I think we had quite a trip, everything considered. When we
lsft we wera put into comnon box cars and some cattle cars with rough
boards fixed up for scats, Our officers thought it was a little too
warz2 in the cars for comfort and that it 3ight be wisdom to make a
few alr holes and that was onough for the o0ld 154 th. As for the seats
we soon sent them whirling out of the cars to get a place to lay
down to slecep, but we did not get zuch sleep, Defore we left otho
cars there was nothing but the fraze and the roof leflt.

we much enjoyed our new camp where we could lay down and rest
end get some sleep once more. Here we stayed in this cazp unitl
October 27, 1863. During this tize our Regizent waz explayed in
bullding Corderoy roads and brldges across streazs, and also to get
out ties for the railroads, as our leglzent was made up zostly of
farcers and laboring men, wWe worked nost of the tima while here when
the weather was s¢ we could works @e also had our regular canp duty

to do also. Although we enjoyed it our rations were very liaited,
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On the 27 th we broke camp, rerched all day and ocamped for the
night. We resuned our march next day the 28 th and struck the
REbel picket line (Lookout ¥alhsy, Tennesses) Here we had a little
pioric, as the radbels hsd quite a heavy force and we had at this
tize only our brigads, UYe formad two lines with the 154 on the
second line and the 73 rd Pennsylvanla on the first line. As our
ordess were to fix bayonets then charge bayonets, our Regiment was
supposed to charge up to the first line to reinforce it then the
- 1ine to adwvance. :
| But instead of this, as soon as our 8egiment got sight of the
Rebels {(this was the first charge in the open field that our
Regiment nade), We gave one yell and awvay we went, The Rebels fired
and then run for the woods which was a short distance away, but
there was no let up to our boys until we drove the Rebels back into

their intrenchments. We met with some loss but we geined the day.

~.., I had a bullet shot through =y own coast cape on the shoulder bdbut

770 167d1d not hurt tha hide, Our Regiment camped about two riles froam

Chattanocoga, Tennessee,

Eere we stayed until Novexzber 22, 1863, During this tirme our
Reginent worked most of the time building roeds, bridges, and such
work although wwe d4id a good deal picoket duty also. The most of
this fine we Were on hall rations as it was rost inpossidble to get
rations to us on account of the state of the rocads, Our rations
cane mostly on®ules. On November 22 nd our Regiment broke camp
with quite a forcs to cut our way throuch to Knoxville, Tennessee
to reinforce Genoral Burnside at Knoxvrille,

This was called the Knoxville raid, I will now mention our
stops and the noted places that we passed through and what occured,

We canped near Chattanooga the 22 nd.and the 23 rd, We xzat the

Bebels in force and had quite an engagement and drove the Rebels backe.
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Our Regiment did considerable fighting and skirmishing until
the 26 th when we started again, c¢rossed the Chicamauga Creek on
pontoon bridge, marched all day, and camped on a large flat, had
had some skirmishing throusgh the day, resuncd our march the 27 th,
passed through Graysville and camped, We resuned our march the 29 the ai
camped near Cleveland, Tennessee, We lef't Cleveland the 30 th at
daylight, =arched to Charleston where our =zen shelled the rebels out
of town and captured a2 train loaded with flour, meal and salt. '
Decembear 1 we resuned our march at 5 A.M., croseed the river
and halted, Here we drew some rations of flour and meal and a little
salt, as our government rations were entirely exausted end we had to
depénd on capturing or foraging what we had to eat, We passed

through Riceville and camped at nizht neer Athens. ¥e left Athens
the 2 nd, passed through Sweetwater and Fhiladelphlia and camped
about two miles fron the city. We resumed our march the 3rd and
canped near Loudin, Here our boys had quita a tims cooking our
flour and meal pancekes ac we had nothing slse, We resumed our
march on the 5 th at 1 A M, and marched until dark and canmped
near Louisville, Tennesses=s, Next norning we maiched through the
city and camped, We killed two very large hogs and divided thea
up armong the boys. This was quite a treat as we had not had any
meat for some time,

Here vwe got to the end of our Jjourncy as General Burside was now safe
at Knoxville, and we had all this marching for nothing, and hard
marching it was, We had to march on the rallroad the most of the time,
Decenber 7 we broke camp at Loulsville in the 2orning and cozzenced our

trip backs We orossed the river szain and camped near it for the night.
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We resuied our zarch the € th throuzn a large track of woods and camped
at Sweelwater Dec, 9 and casped near Athens the 10 thes We zmoved ouxr
casp a 1little way and rested until Decs 12 when we left caaxp, passed
through Charleston and caaped for the nlgnt. We left camp Dec 13 and ca:
ped near Clsveland at noone The 1% th we resuzed our azerch at noon,
marched throuzh the city and cazped, Ths 16 th we resuzed our march
fros Cleveland, zarched all day along the banks of a largs oresk and
wvant into cazpe.

In the zorning we resumed marching and arrived at our old camp
Ain Lookout Valley on Deceaber 17 th 1883+ we left on Novembar 22
and returned after 35 days of marching, Ve wert as it was called 1ight
marcning order. Wa left cur knapsacks and everythlg tehind us but
our tent cloth and haversack and we did not hare nmuch use for a
haversack elther, for we drew very litfle rations froz the governzent,
We just had enough tec eat to keep us fro=s starving and this was not all.
Sore of the voys had scarcely eany shiris on and had theilr clothes
full of holes and some had not even a siioe on thelr feect but tied
up with old rags to keep them frox freezing. It was wrlitten hore by
sone of th2 boys that they could be tracked inm places by dlood fron
thelr sore fect, ani the night we got back to camp without any shelter
of any kind was a nard one on tha boyse Nothing for us but lay down
on the cold frozen ground, Tlired out with fatigue nd hardship and
sone down sick at that, only to shiver until z=irning. This is the |
lot of the poor soldler. 1 was alwost down sick,

In this caump we stayed until the 25 th of January 1854, and ﬁuring
this thls tize we were cnplg?ed in wost every kind of work, building
bridges, cordurory roeds, hoﬁsea and quarters for our officcers, a3
We wWere now supposed to be in our winter quarters, We did piles of

work but not much plioket duty. The 154 th was known as aRaginent
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of sreat work and we had lots of it to do. But this was not all,

We were Kept on half rationza the most of thls tinme arnd soze of the
tire not that, and we had to byy some bezns and other stuff froa the
cozrlissary throuzh our officers when 1t could be got to keoep us from
hungex, On Dacemter 22 we got eritirely out of ratlors and nothing

ir the country that we could get on this dates 1 wnet to bs without
anything to eat and 4dld not know when we would get any. we iade

us gquite gool gquarters in this csup but the weather was very cold,

too cold for the quality of our houses, but we could have stood the
cold better If we had plenty to eat, On.the 3 rd I 414 not aave

any braakfast, got a little flour and rade a little gravy for dinnex
andhbcan soup for suppsr. Thls was when the soldliers %as on light dliet,
Cn one occasion as I went across a corn fleld I found a fouw little
ears of corn on the ground, about hall rotten. I pickad thoz up, took
then to canp, roasted them and ate thea and was very thankful, <

have nown the toys while in thls cazp to go in the night and take the
corn from ths ules, roast it and eat it also., I don't know as there
was any ona to blame, We were nere and had to put up with it. It
was a long ways from where we had to haul all our supplies and the
roads wera very bad., I don't want it understood that all caap life
was like thls for sozme of the tims we had plenty to sat, drink and

to weer, and had a first rate tine in every sense of thas woridd.

On the 25 th of January 1864 we left this caxp and started a new on§
nsar Kelly®s Ferry on the barks of the river. IHere we built new
quarters snd got things quite well fixed when we were ordered back

nesr General Eocker'’s Feadouarter on the 27 th,



WH 16

Here we stayed until the 4th 6f May 1864 except on short trips.
While in this cacmp our timze was devoted to drilling and dress
parades, also regiuenial drills, lnspections, corps drills, and
great reviews by our leading Generals, also sham fights and
target practice wnlcn we enjoyed first rate. Also during this

period we had better rations and zore of thex,

On February 27 I got a box sent from home with all the good
things imaginable to eat and we enjoyed it. And on the 1 st of
March my bunk mate, Avery Waggoner got a box from ho=ms also. I
will say if we did not live high then we never did and to say
that we enjoyed it would not be kxpressing it half, as the old

saying is == "always a feast after s famine”™ and so it was,

We had preaching at thls time every Sunday and some of the
tice during week days. I attended church most every Sabath and
soue of the time durlng week days. In this camp 1 read the llew

Testarent through by course.

On Farch 22 nd we had a big snow stora for that country.
The snow fell over a foot deep but did not stay long. On the 24 $h
our company got a box fro=m our town of good things and I had a
share of that also and our good times Kept good. On the 30 th
we went on a scout, expecting to have a brush with the Rebels
near Trenton, Gal, but the Bebels got wind we were conming and
skidadled so we came back toc camp on April 30, We weres very p
tired and laze after the march as we xarched on the railroad and
very fast and our feet very sore and blistered, but the soldier

i8 never supposed to whins or find any fault,
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On April 7, 13864 I tock a trip up Lookout Mountain and
explored the suxxit and took 2 trip over the countrf. The
suzzit was mostly a sclid rock without arnything growning on it,
To the cast was quite a fartile arsza with a2 very fine plece of
woods and farther on was a very nice little villazs by the nans of
Surasrstown, and as niece a 1ittls brook of clesar water running
through it as I ever saw, The ¢liff of rock 13 over taree
hundred feet above the level of the river there. In this
mountaln 1s quite arn =xtensive cave entrance from the north sidas,
lookinzg toxard the city of Chataznooga, about one and one half
wile 4istant, I explored the cave quite a distance with torches

but found it n=ither pleagant or cozfortablas,

I turned beck and went to camp very tired and adbout woin
out but well satisfied with my trip. I think this cave was a
resort and den for thleves and robbers in the early days of the

country.

Cn the 13 th I went about two ulles to ses a great ball gane,
It wan finoe and had a very nice tise, This was the only ball game
I saw in the arzy except with lead balls.

On the 14 th I went to see a big and grand review of General
Gedrga Hes Thozas troops, It was a very nice day and I had a very
nice tize and it was a great sight. There was over 10,000 troops
engaged in the review. The troops were reviewed by General Thomas
himself., While in this camp our principal duty was oicket duty
and there was lots of drilling while in canp and lots of drills
outside caap, such as brigade drills, skiraish drills, corps
drills and several reviews fron our head Generals. We were kept

busy most of the time., If it was not one thing 1t was anothexr.
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This was in making preparations for the spring campalgn and
getting evorything In readiness for the great move of the arny as
soon as the geason would perzit and for extinzulshing of the
Confederats arny in that part of the country. On the & th of May
1864 wa broke ca=mp about 4 P.i. ard parched about ? alles and
canpad for the nisht, On the 5 th wo rasurmed our march and caame

up to the Redels at about nizht and halted and camped for the night,

The next morning wa followed up the Rebels as they fell back
to where they had heavier forces. Our Regiment started again on
the 7 th after the Rebels, Hore I was taken sick and fell behind
but got up to the Regizent goue time after they camped for the night,
The 8 th the Regiment broke camp and started after the Rebels about
10 A.M. and forzed a line and made a charge on the Rebels at
Buzzards Roost and drove them back at a severe cost of our Regiament,
We had our Bolor Bearer Killed and several more of our Regt and quilte
a number wounded. )
This was the Battle of Resackie Ga. which lasted until
the 15th and that day our Regt was called in againe with more loss beﬁzfj
we pressed the Rebas back againe with victory on our side. During thiéiji-
time for a number of days we were marching and counter marchaing‘aﬁa
building brest works and also lots of fighting and skirmishing x on all
sides of us, but the most of thefighting here was done by the artilery.
but on the 25 of May we came upon the Johneys in full force and we
attécked them and drove them back another hitch and gained the summit,
our Regt lost some men & a number wounded. There was one of our Co
wounded and while the Surgeon was dressing his wound and while he lay
on a stretcher he was wounded the second time Then they thought best to

take him farther back and againe on the same day while three of us was

€
firing from behind a big tree ( while we were on the skirmish linef) we
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were shot at and one H. A. Ames was shot through the arm and another
ball went through his haversack and also through his tin plate. He

made the remark that he didn't care anything about his arm but he
thought it was not very manely to shoot into his hard tacks. I had a
ball shot through my knapsack the same day also Here we staid for
several days fortifying and building heavy brest works so we could hold
the Rebs in & check and extend our line of battle This battle was calle
Pumpkin vine creek. we lay near Mount Hope church. One day while I was
carrying a fence rail to help build the brest works there was a minie
ball struck the rail but as long as it didnt hit me I didn'p care for
the rail. We staid here behind our works on till the 24 of 3u1; when

we pressed the Rebs flanks so hard that they were comvelled to retreat
and we followed them up with our artilery and forceing them back until
the 6th when they made another stand but they dident stay there long
for we gave them no peace or rest night or day. we built some brest
works here so we could hold them back while other troops was pecking
away at their flanks. here we staid until June the 15th when our
troops made the attack about 11 oclock AM. Cur Kegt was all on the
skirmish ]line in front of the main line of battle. here we drove thne
Rebs againe and built more brestworks in the night. We fought days and
drove the rebs before us and fortifyed nights and when the morning came
we were hot after them againe 1in the morning of the 17th June found

us still after them we halted for breakfast in their brest works and
stald there until after dinner then we started after them and drove
them out againe and halted for the night and built more works. On the
19th the Rebs retreated againe and we followed them uvp and built more
brest works. and from this time on until the 9th of July 1864 we fought
every day and drove the rebs and in the nights we would build brest

works and hold what we gained during the day. we had very little time
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to sleep and for that matter we dident need much as long as we drove

the Rebs. Here we drove the Rebs againe and took possession of thelr
works. The next day we were moved from place to place to bulld brest-
works and fighting more or less. The whole army here was advancing and
driving the Rebs all the time. Cur troops gave them no rest, but kept
them on the move. The Rebs would fight every day and retreat every
night. July 7th we got orders to put up tents for we were expected to
stay here some time (Probably to have a rest) (and a rest we needed too)
but before we got up our #m tents we were ordered to pack up and so we
did. There was no use of growling about it. but we dident march far
before we halted and put up tents. Cn the 9th of July our Regt went

out on the front line and staid all day, but came back to camp at night.
There was not much Infantry fighting here only to hold the Rebs where
they were but lots of artilery fighting. Here we staid until the 18th of
July when we broke camp and our Brigade formed a line of battle. at
about three oclock P.M. marched in line of battle until night. and
halted for the night and next morning advanced againe slowly as we were
in the Rebs country with sss& no protection as the whole army lay behind
us quite a ways back on the line of brestworks on 20th of July 1864

we advanced againe at about 8 oclock AM and went slowly a long for some
ways and halted. We were all laying quietly until about four oclock P.M.
when we were almost surrounded by the Rebbles with yelling and screaming
surrender from every side. The first order we got was from Maj Gen John
W. Gearry (commanding our division) Everyman to get back to the Breast
work the shortest way and as quick as possible we only fired one volley
until we & reached the brest works about three or more miles back. I
could say that it was a race for life. The minies pelting the ground
like so much hale. It dident seem possible to escape the bullets for the
Rebs kept up a continuous fire until we reached the Brestworks. The

reason for us being so far away from our main line and with only our
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Brigade of about five or six hundred men was as an escort for several
of our oficers who was contimplating and lay a plan for a general
advancement of our troops and to build a new line of work. nearer to
wheare we could shell the City of Atlanta how many of our Brigade

was killed or wounded I don't know. there was a good many taken
prisoners. (One Regt the 33rd New Jersey) was about all taken prisoners
(probably over 200) They were most all new recruits. and another reason
for us being in such a hard place @& is this. And that morning the
rebbel forces had made preparations to charge our maineworks and to
drive us from them not expecting that we were where we were until they
met us and the result was as stated above.

On the morning of the 20th Reb Gen Hood made a speach to his saying
to them that he was going to ki1ll o# wound every Yankee this side of
the Chattihoochie river or take them prisoners or dround them in the
river ﬁ'-'ﬁ. was about miles back. And on they came and whear our
division lay they thought was the weakest point and the place to strike.
But we reached the brest works with quite a heavy loss and the Rebsat
our heels and made a dash to force us from our works but they dident
do 1t for we were ready for them every time they came up and they kept
at 1t until night set in and then they stoped fireing ( and as we expect
to make ready to resume #mm their attack on us in the morning.) But
when the morning came there was not a Reb in gight of us. But when we
came to look in front of us we could not blame them for not renewing
thelr attack for the ground in front of us there was lots of their dead
still laying on the ground SesédsswssweSsms and a good many wounded that
was dleing and wounded that was unable to get back I think it wae the

worst sight I ever saw.
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Cn the 21st it was very rainy and everything quiet 21l along the
whole line of works which was 9 or ten miles long untll about night
when there was a heavy artilery fire from boath sides. But on the 22nd t!
Rebs massed there forces against Gen Mc Phersons troops but there the
Rebs failed also. But where Gen Mc Pherson was killed. Cur loss on
both of these days was light ( as we had very good brestworks) but the
Rebbels loss was very heavy. But if the Rebs had succeeded war would haw
been unto us. As we had not any works between us and thq&iver am about
nine miles back. during the day of the 22nd part of themain line advan-
ced and formed a new line and commenced bulilding new brest work our
Regt was sent out on skirmish line whear the Rebs charged us several tim
but falled to force us back. There was a good deal of heavy skirmishing
all along our lines But we were there to stay and they could not budge
us one inch and they found it out too for a number of days our troops
were kept builsey mooving to our new line and building our new line of
brestworke and in the meene time there was lots of fighting and skirmish:
on our skirmish lines. The Rebs tryed every possible way to keep us P@&
from building these works. But we built them all the same. and there was
lots of artilery fireing boath day and night from boath sides. I dont
think that there was an hour for weeks but what there was muskitery or
artilery fireing. On the 26th our Brigade mooved to the line of new work:
here we were kept buisey about all the time. We formed a camp behind
these new works and made everything as comfortable as could be expected.
But here we had to keep up a heavy skirmish line in front of us all the
time and also we had lots of picket duty to do on our flanks and in the
rear and not withstanding we had some very wet and rainy weather which
hindered @ our progress. This Brest works is situated within about three
miles from the city of Atlanta Ga. where we were to stay until we @m

forced the Rebbles out of the City by eiege guns etc. About the 27th
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our troope was all stationed a long our new work apd here the troops
were kept buisey strenthing our (these) work until we got them in
good shape and getting ready for the siege. There were constantly
heavy guns coming and placeing them in position for the fray. We had
a constant fire of cannon TNy most all the time some wmisx whear
on the line. but not much Infintry fireing except on the skirmish
line here we staid and waited for thetime to come when the rebs
would be forced to give up thelr strong hold and a strong one it was
I will right here give an outline of our works and how they were
constructed. They were put up mostly of logs one above another with
poles betwen them protruding to the front to hold the logs in place.
They put up about 3% to 4 ft. high so as to make them about straight
up and down next us or on our side. And in frunt of this line of logs
was a ditch dug about 5 or six feet from the loge and about five feet
wide the eart thrown up against these logs leaving a ditch about five
feet deep . making about nine #wemte ft. from the bottom of the ditch
to the top of our brestworks. and this about four feet wide on top
and in frunt of this ditch was another small ditch dug about a foot
wide and deep enough to hold sharpened stakes in place about ten or 12
in a part leaning towards the enemy. these stakes stood out of the
ground about three feet. They were placed on or near the edge of the
ditch. But this was not all. for right in frunt of these stakes there
was tree tops in brought and layed side by side as close as convenient
with the but end towards the stakes and the fine brush cut off and
then the points left on the limb sharpened to a point and this what
the rebs would have to encounter before they could reach us. andthis

was not all for on top of the works a block was fixed across about
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five or six inches high and on that was layed lihgthways from 10
inches to a foot through this was to protect our heads while
fireing. This line of works wae on the start about ten or more miles
but as we strengthened our works and got our siege guns placed we
could awaken our lines in the =usmsme centre and extend them on

our flanks until we had about fifteen miles of so0lid brestworks

and as safe almost as a fort. It would have been only fun for us

to see the Johneys try to harm us. But still there was a man killed
or wounded on the picket lines and once in a while one from a shot or

ghell from the Rebs guns



