flank 0vement already begul DY-w 1 forca. of the-enauy.: e
- out waiting to rest a moment,.after a-rapid march of fifteen miles
- that day, they spreng forvar& at a 4double quick, through a torrent
~of shot and shell, until the designated position was attained. Be-
- fore they got into line, a murderous fire was poured into their A
- ranks from a rebel Brigade concealed in a wheat field close at hamd.
- Nothing daunted, they formed in line, advanced, and opened the bat-
' tle with great energy. The enemy advanced in splendid style, and
. swung their left wing, which extended far beyond our right, gradual-
' 1y around, until we were handsomely flanked. Not a man flinched or
' gave an inch to the overwhelming force opposed to them. There they
- stood, firm as the Pyramids, fighting with the desperation of a for-
+ lorn hope, a murderous fire all the time raking them in front and
| flank. The enemy was gradually closing in upon us, and to remain
- longer was certain capture. The order to fall back was given. We

had no support or reserves. On looking around we discovered for

the first time that the whole line on our left had fallen back,

and were being hotly pursued by the exultant rebels. We were hemmed

in on both flanks,

The only ag&nue of retreat lay through a road, along which a reb-

el column wasdashing, in pursuit of our troops that had fallen back
on the left of us, We entered the road, and a fierce hand to hand
-"confliet ensued. The opposing forces were mingled in promiscous
. eonfusion. Four color-bearers in the 154th were shot down in ra?id
.succession. The only resource left was to cut through the enemy's
ranks. The bayonet was used, but alas, what could a mere handful
of mén do against the thousands that surrounded us on all sides? A
few in the confusion escaped, but the majority were either killed,
| wounded or captured. Of the later, out of the 154th, were twelve
‘commissioned officers, and a hundred and fifty men.*=- We were hurried
of th the rear, over the battle ground strewn with the dead and
- wounded of both armies. During the two following days of the battle,
.We were kept under guard a little in rear of the rebel line. /QCL
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