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9 August
1982

James

Dear Mr. McWetnv;

It was a real pleasure to hear from vou, and about vour relationship
to Corporal Newell Burch. Thank vou very much for sending to me the
transcription of Newell's diary.

Way back in 1967 I had gotten a copy of the diary from the University
of Minnesota with John Q. Imholte's editing. Of course I had no idea that
the direct line descendants were still around nor did anyone at the U of Minn.
tell me of you. I used Newell's diary extensively in my Masters Thesis--a
history of the 154th Regiment, New York State Volunteer Infantry. Newell
was a very well educated man for his time and his diary entries and later
amplifications gave much meat for my paper. Later, in colaboration with a
fellow who had an ancestor in the regiment, Mark Dunkelman and I put together
a book, using mv Masters Thesis as the vehicle, and finally had it published
last year.

However, we are still seeking information on the regiment. That is why
I was so thrilled to hear from vou. Perhaps vou have other items of Newell
Burch. We hope to eventually republish the book with the additional information
we are gathering so I hope vou will not think of me as being a pest if I ask
you about Newell's mementoes. Do you have anvthing else of Newell's? Do you
have any other photos of Newell, other than the post-war view used by Imholte
(and by us in the book)? Do vou have any photos collected by Newell of other
members of the regiment? Do you have any other papers of Newell's--enlistment,
promotion, discharge, muster rolls, other memoirs he wrote after the war,
letters he wrote, any parts of uniforms, chevrons, insignia, corps badges,
any souvenirs from Andersonville, any GAR badges or other mementoes, his rifle,
bavonet or accoutrements? Any of the above would be of great interest to us
and would really appreciate copies of the paper material and photographs of
the 3-dimensional items.

I was really disappointed when Walt Powell teld me he guided you around
the battlefield and then did not get your name and address so I could write to
you. Thank you very much for writing to me and for sending the diary. I want
to keep the diary for awhile to compare it with the xerox copy I got from the
U. of Minn. just to be sure I got it all. I will then return it to you. If
you would like you could send any other paper items or photographs to the
Military History Institute and we could have them copied there where I work.
Any 3-dimensional items you might have of Newell's I will let up to vou if
vou want to send tham or have them photographed at your home. I will be happy
to pay for any expenses you incur relative to having the mementoes photographed.



{ 8]

1 hope vou are not too exhausrte 2l of this
of mv guestion it wae such a tn to hear from vou
tne possibilities of gezining oth " 1 x

Thanke for writing to me,

‘,./"u//«_/__" A
f
Michael J. Winey /
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SEND PARTS 1 AND 3 INTACT. PART 3 WiLL BE RETURNED WITH REPLY.




Dear Mr. McWethy:

Thank you for your letter and for the information you
received from Susan Hill. T shall write to her.

Your P.S. gave me a bit of a shock as I had sent the Newell
Burch diary back to you in August. I checked my records and am herewith
inclosing a xerox copy of the return receipt showing that an AnneAnne is
McWethy did indeed receive the package and signed for it. I hope forgot

from your family --perhaps your wife or daughter. Maybe she away again.
to inform you of the return of the diary and just filed imsedd{ddérgat

I will admit that the address I sent the diary to is be able to
fream you} husypnasshaddraddrebeve ,Hbpafalhbyg ybe wildtess I

locate_the diary in your home very soon.

Thank you for purchasing a copy of THE HARDTACK REGIMENT; I
am glad you enjoyed reading it.

Best wishes for the New Year.

Sincerely yours,

/%/’M/Z’ 61,/ \
MiZael J. Wix::;7



January 14, 1983

Mrs. Susan Hill

Dear Mrs. Hill:

Mr. James McWethy of Wayzata, Minnesota, gave me your address
and a copy of your letter telling of materials you have on Newell
Burch who served in the 154th Regiment, New York State Volunteer
Infantry in the Civil War.

Would you have access to a xerox (copy) machine where you
could make copies of the pictures of Newell Burch and the pages
from the Burch Book concerning him? I ask this because it would
be easier for you to xerox that material than to send the albums
and book in the mail. I will be happy to reimburse you for the
xeroxed material, just let me know what it costs. We are interested
in the wartime service of Newell Burch especially, so if your
material tells anything specifically about that period of his life we
would like to have copies of it. If you xerox the photographs
we can then determine whether we would like to photocopy them.
I would love to see a photo of Newell Burch in his Civil War
uniform.Do you know where his letters are that he wrote home during
the war?

Although our book has been published we are still searching
for information on the 154th New York in hopes that in the future
we will be able to publish a revised and, hopefully, more thorough
account of the regiment. We have received numerous bodies of
materials from descendants of other members of the regiment since
our book is out and we are happy to be in touch with you as well,
in hopes that you too have more information we could add to our
files.

Thank you for your time in reading and considering the
matters asked for in this letter.

Sincerely yours,
=, /-

Michael J. Winey
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