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* A Story of the 154 Regt.N.Y. Vols.

“pitten for the 30 Aniversary of the Battle of

Chancellorsville V.A.-- nedicated to my comrade and frienc

{

frieng,Fon. A.¥.Benson,late Capt. in the 154 Regt.N.Y.

who was wounded in that battle,and 1eft for dead on the

i} {'i21d,but wno lived to read his own obituary npublished

in the Jamestown Journal at the time,and who now lives a

is pressnt at this anniversary me:cing)to tell the

and
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No o mind comrade; tis thirt?
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baptism in fight;
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“ipas our regiment recaived its

e nad sg2an some gservieca; in camp and on marchy

to parch-

knew what 1t was Tor our throats

e Heo
ter,inAO]d Nominion dust;
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3y ate pork and hard-tack, bec2asce WS mist.
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d lav in heaps, le blaao;g m I{t sun;

There the da2

o had marcha2d to “redrieksbures, in mad to our knees,
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it Seigle® we got there}ten hours latse;

ich probably saved us from a much worse fate.

;ﬂ*en we reached the field it was nearly night,

"/nd just to late to get into the ficht; ,
Rut we covared the retreat of BurnsideS men -
“rom that terrible hell.called the Slaughter Pen.

Te ware ordeped to Stafford not liking 1t much,

o
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-89 we shoulderad our axes;and beat the Dutch;
In buildins some fine winter quarieérss
Our camp we built Eﬁere,in risht splendid stvle;
(e
¢ ’aking fun of the Dutchmer work megmwhile,
Because their guarters reszmbled = sty;—
"at we laugned too soon,you will remamber why.
“urnside was designing a winter campaisng
Ané in lcying his plans, that end to att=in,

Ho orderad Seicle to send a2 battalion of men,

Over to the river, to a thick pine ¢len;

To cut away the timber}and to make some roadsi

A way Tor the heavy pontoon loads.

So “eirle looking over"uiine famous Putch Corps)

And spyins == the fellows who, if nothing more,
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Gaid"Colonel Shonés)you takes dot regiment, and trot:
r

Right over by the river, into dot grove of pine!

Twas mieshty cold weather’but no use to whine.

S0 in mid winter we lefl our quarters so grand,

And the :Dutch, took posessidn] without demand s

It snowed that night;-we bivouaced in the timber;

. . ; ‘ . v : v
And some thlngs were sald)llke'bllxum,and %llnders,

Oq knocking the hutchm=n all into flinders’

nut with hard-tack, and coftee nnd a slecp in the snow,

Ye awoke in the morning better natured I know;
)

But wondering much,if the order was leral;

Or if this was the way,we "fishts mit Seiesle'.

Seert
werepchoppineg too hard to ~rumble or shiver,
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‘ni meking the roads to lead down to the river,

fhat  tnis sind oi work %@ﬁlL 211 beo about)

to b2 left in doubt}

Wa wrevre nol very lono

p

7or one dismal morning‘we were all ordercd ab0u1~

roof .

And were retracing our steps by the selfsame

After marching a few miles to the rear that day,

s tound the roads crowded by Lroops in our way.

15
wa were ordercd to halt cndklet them pass
]

V)

e complicd not torreiting to mive them the 'sess
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had learned while on skirmishj"mit Seigle! -
) :

g \J
’ Foquray Backé}which in the army wa& legal,

The roads were frozen all smooth, and strong,

And the trundle of artilery was loud and long)

!

And must have given Lecs army fatlt wvarning

To look out for Burnside?avngjhefore morning ;
J
And thev did’as you will most surely recall;

And 1t made our army too/fecl rather small.

Well, then we were ordered to stack arms,and wait-

The slow ~omino up ot the hure pontoon freight,

“"nich we werc to guard)qoing down the pine ridee
A
i To the rlverland to help buildthe bridge,
A e
Over which,our trcops were to rush en mass,
Ol "

. i .
Thenlgust robble the Johnneys; but alack’an( zlag 7L

All dzy it poriended a cdownfall of rain;

)

Vhile we were still waitineg for the pontoon train,
At thrce oclock P.M./the rain beesan to fall.

The boats were heavy/and hard to haul;

The rzin increased/till it came in a flood;

And tne roads were fastﬁwwwﬁng a hed of mud.

for The artillery waqons,with their heavy loads,

wara cutting the crust of the _ frozen roads;
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/" The mules were floundering knee deep in mudjy

And the pontoon train was down to the hub .

The teamsters were cursing  the unlucky mules,

Yot minding at all;the covernment rules .

we were soaked clear through with the pouring rein,

whilz stuck hard and fast'wes the pontoon train,

The night vwas as dark as dark could be,

And we stood in the mud,withvbuck to a tree,

w-ile our boys struck up ithe old army sOLZj
which was responded Vo[loadly and long -

e, let the pontoons Wwag as they will,

e G .
a1l be e, and happy still", ——

%%

Tha rain had ceased/and the mornine light;

chowad urnsides army in a cowmical plightj— -

Certainly/not in good trim for a ficht:

vor the army was plasueredeith Virginia clay;

And the batterdolookedias if planted to stay-

Right where they were, till some other day .
Lach army’éelichyud'jnst calloed in o joke,

And wrote on tne sign(boardsr~big crpital stroke—

vwoyprpsides srand army is stuck in the mudﬁ‘(

. —h a e vwen n:u.u.u\.ca/]‘bllt: suns were sLEcKeu
-




‘hile they quietly grinned,and chewed their cud.
mong things which happened, that miserable night,
wag the loss of two men’who vanisihed {rom sighte
Their guns were found stickinz fast in the clay;
Tut where the men were, none ever could say.

nid thevy sink out of sight/in that bottomless mud 7
Oq purpcsaly stick up their cuns, ~nd scud f
Certain it is that we neGr saw them more;

Tither in the Eleventh,or in any other Corpse

Like a whipped cur our army retuined to its place,
Pegrimed =11 with mud’end with rather poor ~race.
GW’

J

2ut the hard-tack reqiment,were play=ad out of their

snd we bLivouaced on the grouhd’in the mud and the damp.

4t the clouds kindlv dropped 2 mantle of white,
On the sleeping Hard-tacks}through the silence of nisht;
And the morning sun shone on 2 comical siecht

As our boys bobbed up, irom their bedquilt of whiteo
<o we set to work then to haild & new camp,

“hich wes well completed ext time for the lamp
Here erded our service "mit VYon-“eixsle aflope%

Zor he now disacppearasd to be secn no more e
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l.eading the mendwho the crescent wore.

s : : g e

dis honor had come, from a fight with,rrice~-

At Pea Ridge, whence he‘%caped/in a way which was nice;.
So the news papers said’all over the land;

And that he a corps/really ousht to command .

%o thoy made him Major General, there ewt off hand .

The winter of eirnhteen sixty bwo}and three,
*i1l lone be remembered. by us vod see/
¥or it was darkened with doubt, and fear;

Prom dismel shrieks ever howled 1n the rear;——

5 . 3 ’
That the terrible war was & failure oreat,—

PR

That we never could whip a eebel state;—
And Lne copp:ry quns/which tired this yell,

We verily wishad were shat up-in h-11.

\

’3ngrave heart- were active throuch those gloomy times;
'
The army drilled'and strengthened in 2all its lines;
A new general in command with courase and mi gl
Proposed to crushim} rebellion in one big’ fukhf.
/
Joe Hooker’was the man who promised successe

And all our hearts bcat'"may it be nothing less",

-

L astuet x-.ux'.ut.cs/;hne FsuUns yere
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,//Ey April’all was ready for a campaign grand;
And Lincoln came out'to revicw the command .
¥While we all loved the man we scarce ~ould but 1aughy
At the fimure he madg,mounted,and leadin~ his staff)

As he rode at a cantem beside General Joe;

ho was a superb rider,as you all well know.

“ut when before lincoln,we marched in review,

Avd looked in his face so loyal and true;

)
It scemed to inspire ws with deeper devotion

For our country, and flag’Our hearlrbsst cotion e
"ith hope in our breasts’from this inspiration,

W2 were resdy to battle all the Rebs. in the land; — B

- . .. s
4 el sure, succes awalted Joe [iocokers command .

In April\wc vere ordered to Kelly§ rord ,
In advance of the rest of the army horde;
To do picket duty,along the Rappazhannoc River;

But were ordered to keep our main force}under“kiver;

0 ~ .
S0 as not to attract atLentlonltwas sald;
.Lest the Rebels come over’and catch us abed .

The pontcons were sent down and hidden from sight .

Text da g S 7
L y wve drew 60 roundo’all r@iay'to f;g}rt

fifreen minutesqthe guns wa2re - stacked

5
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ast at dusk)we moved silently down to the forg,

And volunteers were called fog,che boats to board .

eady,we shoved to the southern sige «

The Rebel Videts fired/but the bz11s went wide ,

For none were hurt,and ¥¢ scramblaed up the banks ,

And in brief time’the shore was - lined with Yanks .

€25

Tie nioht wag s dark as dapk coul@nbe-

Neither Rebels‘nor any thing else,could ¥e seeca

We quickly formed in line or battle, . ready/

And the Colonelfs voice p

)

eng out,clesr ang Steady, —-

[}
ix baroncts{forward!guide center!doublc quickfcharge!l

And into the darkness/we Plunred witp g will,

Yhich soon brought us up apainst Kell“g/old mill,

Here pickets were thrown out for the nicht -
I A

And thesre ye rested an our arms till lirht .

Just at the dawn’in the morning mist,

L tole was taken,of 2ll the millers rrist s

Likewise chicken’turkey’pigs,and egas newly laid,

ere all taken in'bv the requisition made »

2ut the burle sounded‘and we marched away ,

Por we must Cross over the

Tap idgn,that ‘day o

—a a7~

fifresn minute51the ouns yere ztacked



‘e reached Germania Ford’about three oclock’
And found our corps train pileqd uinn a block,
The river was high,and Fapid-ann indeed,
Anf¢ many a mule found out his need
Of longer leqs'and more weight to the pound}

In whiech case he would not have been drowned .
Well‘after a long and tiresome delay,

@g aiz
e were all aeross,and,unﬁer way ,

Then Azrknecs setiled over our dreary road,
And ou: knﬂpsacks‘seemcd such heavy load,

As Iootsore and “eary we trudged on in the dusk'

So tired,wc would oladlv hzve laid down 1in the dust}
Anc stretehed our tired limbs‘right there in the

Jusi to free our shoulders from their heavy load s
fut every souldier knows'and that full well ,

e
That itﬂwouldﬁf> do any good for him to tell

' r \ rey ey ] o+ [ oAl G "
The reneral;twas time to halt, | Ul

Twas nesar midnight\when ve f'inally come to a stop;
Yany of us'so tired'we vere ready to drop-.

Tvas risht on the plank roqd'as I now recall,

Just where‘next day Jackson opened the ball ,

a L~
In fifrecn minutesx;‘the ouns were :t:tackcd'




P /
" The knapsacks unslung,and thrown over back)

. 0ur boys were all sleeping in bliss(ul reposc;—«
Kind natures panasea,for all our woes;
WYhile scattered aboug our army corps lay,

Tor dreamed, of the scenes of the comine day .
)

The reveille was souanded at the morning§ dawning}
And we all got up'with a2 wonderiull lonring

‘For coffcc/bacon,and goodherd—tack;

Of which each had five days rations,in,ﬁaVCrSacA;
fut just when our cotf=2e was almost done

The rebels bethourht them/to have some fun.
ng;,wgiz)bggg!bggg!just over our head.

Twas only somz gstravy rebel 3he11|they gaide.

“ut 1t made just then quite a lively commotion,
In whiech our boys)lost of their cotfee a portion,

A few more shells‘came’just to let us see

How polite, the rebels intended to be,

Ry givine us -=alutes,for our coffee and tea i

That breakrast was swallowed in ra.her quick Lime ,

And we wvere soon ready to fell into 1inc)

Zut as our general did not c:em to e in a hum'yy
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< Te econclud.d twas usclcss’to get in a flurry;
“ut to look about’and see the lay of the land;

And to decide what to do,in case we lacked sand ,

hen the orders camejto stand up and fight;

Without lo-ssins control o our own legs quite.

Positionof the Corps.civenis

At ninc,Hookor and ﬂcaff/rode over ouy way;

]

ad a snort talk with Hmward/but did no. staye.

Y2d he kno'n Howard thon/as he knew him that niﬁht}

A

A change of commanders had come,oucright-

» : : i <
Sk “nat plans were brewlnq’ﬁewavent cupposed to knowg—

T

"2 were only to be ready whenever told to <o -
\

L !
. . : /
-ut like any one without too much rank |

\

ar

/2 =aw throach the timbe?\tne move toward our !{'lank
“ich to our mindslclearly)boded no good;
And wezs the theme of our tslk‘as wcitine we stood ,.
And watched them through the openins in the wonol .

: Our corps seemed ttien to be takins its ease |

And the bands w2re 211 plevine their licht airy :lees;

"hiech sounded like this‘or more so‘if you please o
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‘"yankee doodle doodle doo,

Yankee doodle dendy;

"o shall whip the Johny Rebs

Just as neai and hardy".

As the dav wore on’and nothing was done ,

We became uneasy'and watched the lowerin~T sun .
To our left,we sometimes heard a random gun,
"hich woke the sullen silcnce ol our waiting roe
ut just what was ﬁoing,we coul® not kxnow e

It musi have becn near to five oclock,when~

Some wilad deer’rushed toroush the ranks of the men

or the third and ffrsL  divisicns .

The »oys chased the doer/and beran to yell,

o7 knsw that behind Was a racular hell,
With Stonewazll Jackson as leader.

A moment later/theve came a rattle of picket shot,
“hich called our attentionn to the spot.

Then came 2 fong und deofm);;g'f]'ﬂs roar )

As if loosed were the vuns/of the whole Rebel corps.,

Fhe n=xt thins we saw from that i1l fated spot ,

e

7ere the flyinr- Dutchmen,yelling"mine &ottt




] . !
7ee whole Rebel army have got in our rear,

«pnd if only General Franz Seicle were here

. it ; . .

“wor we rights mit Seigle and runs mit Howard,

. - i ' . s \

Aind sives not a zam’mlt you call us a cowerd . .
(k

suns were left in stac

The surprise was soO sudden,their

4 race horse on track f

Thev ceme down the rozd, like

“oon the third division sweptover us‘Gmﬂ\Oﬂasg;w—~

v, were face to f=ce-with t ¢ Rcbels‘at last »
¢ | ¥

Dur rcegimeni was now‘about six hundred strong

-

And we ha” brageced of our prowess'ever so0 long .

s
Mow a wotd cxplain somettin~ of our pesitiono.,
A

"arlow, with the best brirade in our division,

iy

ad rone with General Sickles}off on a scout g

oo
ot morce than half #p hour ~ef{ore the rout.
A

We were left thus/ without 2ny supporte

‘ut very much quicker than T can tell,

The Rebels came on'with the terrible yecll,

013 soldiers zll learned to know so wellj

“or it meant to many’t;e gnd death knell

Onlon\they came’like o line of crey mist;

out of which’uhe leaden.%alls shricked »nd hissed
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Their stars and bars floating out mied the smoke',
Full plainer/then even their rifles/spoke,
Just who;and what they were .
But our resiment stood/a loyal line »
Our banner uniurled te the breeze so fine »
A momen%ﬁnd our colonel broke the dpell’, —
"Thats the Rebels bovs;aive tiiem hell"
Tacen a stcady roar’from our rifles pealed,
And the thick ~rey line before us’reeled"
/

And staqrered'as if" from a mignty blow)
~rom the unseen hand of 2 hidden foc »
“at on they came just as if they must ) —

)
‘Tow surely’their line 1is bitins the dust;
And t e brown esrey mass is getltine thin . —
Tor the way we werc firiqg\it was no sin.
"or our blood was up{and our ~uns we-e hot,
And hovw long this las;ed'l tell vou not;

=3

Tor none can measure the ti—e 1In a fight’
ool ehin
with the 1&&411,\01' pettin~ it risht .

2ut w o ile the srev line in our tront wénd™ down,

ne Jong ranks of Phe psbel Corps swepl pound,

-




And thefirst we knew,there was into us poured ,

A rear flank fire,from the rebel horde

—_—

And our boys were fal]ing,thick and fast )

Rtill,the old flecx waved’mid the deadly blast..

Every other re:imentjfrom the iield had fledj

™npllowe: by Howard)cryinq they said ¢ —
7

Pui the hard-tack reaimontiwas there to stay;

Q9 lonc as there was any hope of tre d2y -
s

Our Nolonel was wounded, our J%?Jgnh d=ad

The It. {(olcnel ordered\"fall back‘ -or he sazid

]
s asn do nolhines more than Lo stop their 1ean.

Its hard to think of oar retr

or owe were raked‘with

Of 1lz2zd2n cdeath =2nd of harsiin - snell
. )

And we hed to zo pretty mach poll—mell)

ronch thhe timber o

Yor a qaarter mlle to

was full, oi t:¢ hissing lecad -
§ ell

lrQ . L s & .
andiwoniar any escaped, it might be said -

Tor the air

w

Tor on2 1 relt just a little queer,

t in-the TORAY ..

ind wished tor once'l was no

At last we veached the Lhird corps line




le . .

And found them standingAfirm and fine .

WYe formed in their rear'round our colors there,

And gave three cheers for the Qergeant;who desre-
/

To hold’and wave them}in Ctonewallg face 3

As wve.. check2d him there}in his rapid chase

01 the elaventn corps)in its headlons race @

hetol

For we HBEEZH or an nour’Joe Hooker said)

In that deadly storm}of the Rebal lead)

T:he Jlowe% of Jacksons corps s

And saved the armylfrom fuartner roat ,

3y aivine them time to wheel a2bout,

Aind £111 the breach}:he elaventh had maﬁe,

/nd r22t Stonewall in his {lanking raid .
J

Sat tne price we p;zid’ was 2 Lervible costr
/

/

01" mora tnian half our numher in lost «
/

Jur Seveesan . had piceq/wiLh 2 1irm free troad'

Tack o2nd forbh’bhrouqh the storm oﬁ-lead

/

Wnaich rid~led the colorg'in theifc silken strands,

And splintered the standard)petween his nands .,

A1l nonor now,to ~hat Ter~2-nt so brave,

his blonod stained the bonner he loved to wave .




On Gettysburnss field'he fell in his mighty —

.
Neath the folds of "01l1d Glory; he fought his 1last I'ight

Our depleted regiment’now closed up its line,
asmel
Took position was ready 1o a sccond time
/N )
For snather roun&lif they chose Lo come)
For we weve in rear of many a sun
vy - o
Whieh wege shotiasd wich conisier ond grape )
A
And recady to reccive them‘in good shape »
3 p % " .
Rattele® stretched 'rom the plank road = -u=rter mllc/
)
snd were put in as thick as they could well pile
It thad now been dark for some little time ,
"2 could hear Lhe Rehs again as2tline into line,
Just up the plank:road’therc in the woad .
(] }- ‘/‘, 3 1 - v & 4-
S8V obe twas wiliexed but v 21t ~ood.
1
That they were about to a¢i their pay
Tor the way o ey had usad our corps, that day . -
) '
(- "t
A moment of ﬁilence‘nnd then Lheir Hi Hi Hi,:«

A sigrnal for our batterys to just le: tly-

<
Ficht intolﬁhekiéces our batterys pobe/

The missiflo of death,wnich throu~t thelr ranks tore,‘




WYhile in the woods beyond,our_shot and shell\
Raneg in turn to them\the sharp death knell e
Three times that niqht\with courage and might y

;2 Rabels charsed right up to the lisnt-°
fel
qunsiﬁhich shone inbtheir foces, ——
N n
As tie {iles went down others stepped in their places)
)

with =2 courare worthy oif a better caasce,

nan trying to PendAour flag;ﬁnd our laws.
sod the fichtine at lencth'and 211 was hushed
the eroans of the qn:ndedL011 mancsled and crushed'
the arev corether had rushcede.

death thev layv in theilr ~ore
i i

sl2epln~ the si2 sl WaKe no Mmors e

Thas ended tne battle ot the s ovay e
Aut c¢f oar brave boys;a \what zhall | sav :
Vounded fnd dieinn!thev werae scatterad about;
ind much ot t~na tault of this criminal rout,

as just tor the wan. of a man in command

Tho would see tnat his corps h:d a chznce to

am wrong but I never could sce
\




The slightest excuse for Howard to be}

That da",surprised o

Ao~
Among the bovsﬂwe missed that nisht,

“as one from Co.H’who fell in the tisht.

hull=¢ had pisrced him throush the breast,

As he stood in 1ine'and was doin~ his best.

ifis rifle w2s smokins the muzzle was hot;___
|

s was seen to fall right where he was shot.

As th2 reciment fell back,he was carrisd part way’

v whomlhe was nevar able to say.

agoinst a tree)

rut 1 found him propped up,

AnaG

more dead tnan alive’he 1o0ked to be s

The blond was {lowin~ from his breast and backf
!

“yrom tre cruel wound of the billets track.

+

4 &

goersed to me he wauld surely die .

And no one was near}to help me try

To carry him oft the ri:zld -

I had but a moment with him to sparc

oy

R the Robels then ware almost Lhere o

.

I caid =oodbye to my old scnoolmate |

Coemr2lled to lzave him thus Lo his fatec -
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of G A
He was reportedA?s among the dead)

aut in some way he beat that Rebel lead

And 1is here tonight'for himselt to tell

-~ low he lived to er=swl cut ol tant tLervible helle.

Zor we raked tiiose woods'with sho' and shell?

7
tig 2 wondere

snd how he escaped

)
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