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memaries of tae war are miournfvl. Each hears bhad s spocial gnies oA
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tie general mouriing.  Dach battle took away some oune o more who wers
particularly dear to us. Y Death loves a shining mark” Years have hung
wielr curtains round the graves of our loved ones; the poionant edye of grici
hias becoine softened; but memory comes back to-day lac
There are some compensations in the soidic !
besides the main one — thie periormance of duty he grd
eninusiastic fecling \\,'ix.c'n (,a ever v'xs%; thc E:a::.t i mar e

“
s Corps up t;.b fieid ,wc"sLy—s‘ CVen YOars ago, can Never aguin
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experience the fecling of ; vy and prige which then thrilled his soal,
If the heavens were boyend the reach of his swelling Tieart and waving
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hands, they were not bevond the sound of Gis enthusiasiic veice; and =
anxielus citizen within miles around who conld distinguish between the di-
ferent cheers of the two armies could not misiake upon which standard tie
eagle of victory had finally perched.

Tharougl some mistake, tite number of the killed and wounded in the baitle
are not correcsly stated upon this monument. I am informed that tae lossc
in the regiment as recorded here were taken irom tae records of the adjumnt
"'“w—'a‘s olitce. I.chﬂ)l thase figures were taken irom my report ¢l our
losses, made before I had had any communication with members of the regi-
ment captured and in lxo*p%tals, and, therefore, without the means of distinguish-
ng the killed and wounded from the captured. I recollect T was called upon
or such a report immediately after the close of the bfituc., and the best I
coulil do was to repoct all the missing as captvred, unless I knew they we
kiiled or wounded. There are eleven graves of members of this regiment in
the cemet tery here at Guttv:,bu rg. T’n«e correct number of our kiled 3;;&
wounded 1 tius memerable battle m stilf unable to state, as I first lesrnad of
thiz error to-¢

Que regin 1ent was unfortunate in the position assigned it, or rather w
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q_;.

hanpencd to fall, here on this low "-'Oux‘u, where

our immeadiate lalx, or in {rent of the lelt wing of the regiment.
Our b 'ig'xm, was composed of four sma';l regiments, reduced probably alver
the battle of Chanceliorsville to about 1,000 micn, and consisting of the One

!

hundred and fifty-fourth New. York, @se hundred and  thi :w.zour:h New
York, Twenty-seventh Pennsylvaniz and Seventy-third Pennsylvania. Trom
these, 30 men each had been detailed at daybreak of July 1st, to form an
ohserving party, in the nature of a picket foree, to march along the leiv fiank
of our corps upoa its march, to look out for the enamy and prevent surpeise.
This detail left us probably not more than 800 men with w ldl we went ino
action. Of these the Seventy-third Pennsylvania was beld in reserve, hagk

* See Roll #f Honor, page 232,
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by the railroad, in the outskirts of tie village. About 3 o'*hc’.\ wg marcned
irom Cemetery Lill down through the principal street, and out the one rn m...;
parailel to the one near us, across the open fold between, and past the bric
house which you see there; and when the rear of the line had crussed 11‘.i:‘.
street we were halted and came to a front with the One hundred and thicty
fourth on the right in what was a whcatﬂc.d then; the One hundred and tiy-
fourth in the centre, alony where we stand, and the Twentv-seveniin Dean-
svivania on the left, our towards the brick house. Thi !

Ihis higher ground wiich
yYou see conumencing near where we stand, and extending on post the bric

hiouse and across the street beyond, wisile it protected the leit of our Ene, also
prevented its firing, except obliquely to the right Our left cught o

been advanced upon this higher ground where we could observe th
movement of the enemy, and dOub:Icss would have been, except for & strong

fl

post and rail fence which oceupicd the same position as tiis present one. The
enemy consisting of Early's whole division came down upon us almiost belore
we had got in line.
I heard cannon and some musketr ) firing off in front and to our left as we
; i
i

marched out under cover of this 1
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zh gzour and believed that we joined

onto something, so that we would b etter protected on our left. LEven from
the right of my regiment, where [ i’ l:u_l\ went as so0n a§ we came w2
iront and the firing comnienced, I comd ¢ nothing of how far the enemy's riziic

extended on our h,:'t. I relied upon orders for withdrawing the regiment in
casc we were in deanger of being flanked in that direction. We stopped the
cenemy and were ho.dmg them in our nom, but their line so far overlapped the
One hundred and thirty-fourth on our right that they swung arou.ul almos:
in their rear, and had such an ennlading ﬁzc upon them and our whoie ling, that
that regiinent was compelied to give way, and I immediately gave or ‘.crs for my
regiment to fall back., They retreated towards the leit. \\lc I reachied a
position in rear of where the Twenty-seventt Pe: msvlvan.a had for [
that they had been withdrawn without my knowledge, and that th enemy had
outflanked us to a much greater extent upon our left than on the right; that
their line had advanced unoppased down the road and across thie open fe
bcy0'1d. Thc rfround directlv i'l rear o‘ tl‘.e ﬁmition which we had oceunivg
a

areatly lhlpt.d(.d n tha.t dm.ctxon fhe men bemg almost cnti"*‘) surrounded
by the enemy, who outnumbered them more than five to one and were rig
their midst, many of our men were compelled to surrender.

Adfter the battle I was informed that the brigade commander sent an order
for the One hundred and fifty-fourth and Onc hundred and thirn-iourth to
retreat at the same time he withdrew the Twenty-seventh Pennsylvania. This
order I did not receive. It was very unfortunate that I did not, as I had con-
fidently relied upon receiving such an order in case there arose unusual danger
from the direction in which I could not sce.

Now, to you gentlemen, Commissioners of the Memorial Association. we
present this monument. The trust is sacred. It represents the best endeavor
of 1,000 men, the blood of 3¢0 patriots who died during their term of service

1

upon fields of battle, in hospitals, or in prisons; and, “Ie who niaris h
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