
THE  EXPERIENCE  Or  THORAS  R.   ALDRICH  I.ate  of  Co.   a.  154th  Hem  rock  Volls.  while  a

prisoner  of war  from May  8,  1864 until  Feb"ary  22nd,  1865.

the  first  of  Hay  1864  found  the  154th N.  I.  encamped  at  Lookout  Valley Tern.

We  had  been  sent  South  ln  September  1863.    Just  after  the  defeat  of  frosecranz  at

Chicanauga  and had  parilclpated  in  the  beittles  of  Wanchatcble,  Chattanooga  and

Hlsslon  Ridge,  had trapped  to Knorville  and  hack  about  300  ulles  ln  the  month of

becenber with Shermn to  relieve  Bunside,  and  had  spent  a vet.y  pleasant  wlnt,er  in

the  Valley.        During the  Spring  the  llth  Corps  to  "hlch we  belonged  had  been

con8olida.ted with  the  12th  and  mde  the  20th with  General  Hooker  to  command  then.

It  was  a  change  the,t  plea,sod us  as  we  ar  liked  Hooker  and  had  great  confidence  ln

his  flghtlng  qualltieg.        The  154th  was  ln the  2nd  Brigade  2nd  Divlslon  of the  Corps,

with  General  Geary,  as  Commander.

th the  4th day  of Mtry  1864  at  2  o.clock  in  the  after noon,  the  154th "a8  ordered

to  strike  tents  and  get  rep~dy  to  march.      We  fell  ln  line  at  three  with knapsacks

pa.ckea  ready  for  the  Stmer  ca.mpa.ign.      Our  camp  had  been  just  across  the  Valley

from the  point  of  Lookout  Mountain,  and  about  4  miles  from  Chattanooga.    The  order

to  march  came  at  last,  and  every  man  steped  off  with the  knowledge  that  there  was

a  long  Sunner  of  marching  and  fighting  for  hin,  1f  his  life  was  spared  and  he  was  not

wounded  or  capt,ured,  and  right  here  let  ne  say that  ue  knew what  it  meant  to  be



capt,used. We  had  lost  a  number  of  our  men  a.t  Getteysburgh,  and  they  were  still

in  Andersonville,  and  other  prisons  in  the  Soutb.      They  had  been  prisoners  10  months,

and no  inn  would  be  captured  if  in  his  power  to  prevent  it.      tw.e  crossed the  point

of  Lockout,  and  moved up  the  Chattanooga  Valley  a  mile  or  so  and  encamped  I`or  the

night.      The  next  morning  the  arny  moved  forward,  our  Regiment  was  ordered  to  remain

as  rear  guard  for  Waggon  train  and  did not  move  out  until  about  two  o'clock  in  the

afternoon  and  then  followed  along  in the  rear  of  our  emense  train  of Artillery,

Baggage  Waggons  and  ambulances  and  did  not  get  up  with  our  Brigade  so  as  to  go  into

Carp until  12  o.clock  at  night,  and we  were  all  foot  sore  and weary,  it  being  the

first  mrch  of  aLny  account  -e  had  made  since  December  when  we  returned  from Knoxville.

At  daylight  on  the  moming  of  the  6tb we  were  in  line  and  the  order  was  forward.

The  mrch was  short  the,t  day  only  6  or  8  miles.      When  we  halted  drew  ratioris

a"nition  (?)  and went  into  camp  for  tbe  night  appearances  indicaLted that  ne  should

soon  have  hard  work  to  do,  and  all  the  Boys  felt  good,  and  acted  as  though they  were

anrious  to  do  lt  and  go  home.    On  the  moming  of  the  7th we  were  early  in  line  and

the  men  steped  off  Briskly.    It  was  very  hot  and  the  Boys  commenced  t,hrowing  away

all  their  Baggage  that  they  could  spare.      Win  Ca§ten  and  I  lived  together  and  we
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reduced  our`  luggage  to  a,s  small  a  compass  as  possible.      The  road  was  lined wltb

clothing  of  all  descrlptlons,  including  ELanket8  overcoats  terits  eta,  in  fact  the

only  ba.ggage,  one  of  Sherman.a  men  carried wag  a  tent  cloth  and  a  rubber  poncho,

and they Tere  rightly named the  flying  Infantry.      We  halted at  12 for  dlmer,  resumed

the  mrch  crossed a  moutain and halted for  a  I.eat  at     GL Sprlng8 .

Soon  the  command was  formard  and we  moved  on,  passed  a  Brigade  of  Hill  Patricks

Cavalry that  Were  resting  ln  a  field  on  our  right  and  entered  a  pl®ce  of woc>ds,

the  thber  of whicb was  the tall  Georgia Pine.    As  we  filed around a turn  in  the

road  I  happened to  lock up,  and  on  the  pealc  of  a  very  tall  pine,  sat  a  laLr'g®  pp[]pdr

Pea  Cock,  and  just  then  he  gave  oae  of  the  most  unearthly yells  I  ever  heard.

I  turned to  one  of ny  comradg  and  said  I Tould like  to  shoot him,  and  that  that  yell

•as  a  bad eESE.            Our  Regt.  soon  filed  to  the  right  in  a  thick  piece  of woods,

where  there  wag  a  slight  depression  in  the  earth and  halted  in  line  of  Battle,  and

Were  ordered  to  lay  on  our  a.rag  all  night,  which we  did.    We  Were  working  up  close

to the  eaeny and were  ready to  repel tbeir  advance  lf necessary.

The  nero  homing  Sunder lay  8th we  resumed  the  rna.rch  at  11  a.a.  with  skirmishers

ahead,  and finally after a  short  halt,  when the  Boys  dispursed  of more  of  their  extra

haggaLge,  we  advanced  ln  line  of  Battle  and  soon  after Tere  storming E2£!§Z E±£g E±§gg

or  as  lt  was  ca.lled  ty  the  Bebela E±±gj±±.        This  was  a  very  steep  mountain,  and



or  a,s  lt  was  ca.lied  ty  the  Rebels  Engl3_ap_. This  was  a  very  steep  mountain,  and

covered vlth large  Rocks  and  BolderB,  and  lt  veg  impossible  to  advance  ln  the  face

of  the  deadly  fire  fron the  Confederates  with  any  degl.ee  of  safety.        The  Regt.

on  our  right  and  also  on  our left  did not  cone up,  and left  us  exposed to their

fir.e  both front  and flank.     A little nope  than half lay up we  laid don  behind the

bolders  for  a rest,  and the  way  the  bullits  did  sing  around u8  rna.s  a  caution.    We

uere  soon  ordered formard and I  never  shall  forget  the  order  of  Col.  D.  8.  Allen.

fe  said I vane every nan to go to  the  top of that  hill,  and they  started with that

lhoentlon  and  vould  have  succeeded  lf  we  had  been  properly  Supported  on  our  flanks.

ry  Co.  8 m8  color  ooznpany,  and about  the  tine that  *e  halted to  rest  several  of them

bald  been  killed and uounded and the  rest  were  8oDewhat  Scattered  Bo  that  there  were

probably  10  of  us  around  the  colors.      I  got  ny  eye  on  a laLrge  rock  about  18  or  20

feet  from the  top  of  the  mountain  and  started  for  lt with all ny  power.        Just

bofor'e  I  reached  it  I  was  hit  in  the  right  Shoulder ulth a Reb  balllt,  and  down  I

went,  but  kept  right  on  crawling  and  got  under tbe =gE!£ and O.C.  Greely,  who  ty  the

"e iEalal-way .as  a  relative  of  Hbrace  Gree|y,  was  down  there  with me.



ourselves  at  each  end  and  fired  a  few  shots  expecting  of  course  that  the  whole  line

muild  Soon  be  up with us.        The  28th P.A.  a  Regiment  that  had  lately  been  recmited

to  the  nariunn number  caLme  up  on  our left  just  about  this  tine  and  I  saw  a  few  of

then  at  ny left  and  below ne  bebind Rodk8  and logs.          I  saw  one  that  was  behind a

log take  a  sort  of  a tumble  over and thonght  he  had been  shot,  bet  at  the  sane  time

heard a great  "sb,  and locking around  sa. our whole line  retreating.    I  says  to

Gieely for Gods  Sake let  us  get  ba,ck and as  " raised up  on  our feet to  retreat  a

Score  of  Pebs  stood  on  the  rock  over  our  heads  wltb  their  guns  leveled aLt  ug  and

ordered+us  to  surrender youJarfulack8.        Sore  says  sboot the  dun¢b lqueys,  and they

were  Dot  10  foot  from  us.      I  says  you would  not  sboot  prisoners  uould  you,  and  they

saLld tbea  throw  don  your  guns  and  go  to  the  rear.    I  slaped ny  gun  down  on the  rock,

and I  take  it  that  it  ms not  mich good for  shooting after  that.    They  marched us

up  on  the  top  of tbe  mountain  and  halted us,  in the  ]]reanthe  our  forces  had  halted

and the  bullits  began to -histle  around us.      I  say® to a  Sergeant  take us  father
7over  the  bullits  come  too  close  here.    One  of  them  made  the  remI`k  you      fdiL4 S    i

went  afraid  coming up  the  mountain.  I  mde  the  reply that  I  did Dot want  to  be



killed ty ny frlend8. Tbey  moved us  down  a  little  fl]rther  and halted us  again,

there  were  in the  squad  ty thl8  tine  nyself,  0.  a.  Greedy,  a.  F.  Allen  of  a Co.

a.  I.  Wbltney  of  Co.I,  Sid Hone  of  Co.I)  and  some  others  of  on  Regt.  who  I  do  not

remember  in  all  12  or 15.    They went  throngb uB  for  our  velunbles.    They  took  ny

canteen  and a  jack haife.    fry wa.tch I  hid  in  a  smll  pocket  in ny  pants  and that  tbey

did not  happen  to  find.    fry  diary pipe  and tobacco  I  prevau®d  on  then to  leave  me.

The  diary  had about  10  dollars  in  bills  between  the  leaves  and of  course  I  did not

give  them that  or let  them  suspect  that  I  had  lt.      I  ms well  dressed new uniform

cut  over  to  fit  n®  a  Dew  hat,  and  a  Dew pair  of  boots  serit  from  hone  especially  for

that  Sunmer8  canpalgn      I  pulled tbe  pant  legs  out  of the  boots  and  as  we  were  near

a  Spring  I  got  ny  feet a8  wet as possible  and  scmbbed  along  in the  dust  and  it  node

the  boots  look like  an  old pair  go  that  I ms  lucky enough to keep  then.    I  had  an

officers  belt  thaLt  ny  cartridge  box was  slung  on and  that tock their  faney.    I  made

them  believe that  ny wound wag  so  bad  that  I  could not  untmckle  lt  and when  they

tried  to  I  would  swell  out  like  a  toad,  finally  one  fello.  says  cut  lt  and  handed

ne  ny  old  knife  to  cut  it  whtb,  and I  cat  it  so  that  lt  was  Dot  inch good after  that.

A  pa.rt  of  uB  ha.d  broken  into  what  cartridges  we  had  and  throrm  then  away  so  that  they

should not  have  inch  aid  from u8.    Rocky  face  where  we  were  captured  was  about  four

miles  from  Dalton,  a.A.  and  after  glvlng ug  a  good  lunch ordered u8  to  fa.11  in  line
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and  mrched ug  off  for  Dalton.    Then  we  got  down  the  mountain  we  net,  Pat.  Claiborns

Divlslon  of  the  Rebel  Arny  burrying  to  the  froDt  to  oppose  our  advance.      He  stopped

uB  and IBrde  the  boys  give  up  their  canteens,  etc.      Charley  Allen  he6it,at,ed  some  about

giving  his  up  and  Claibom pulled  his  revolver to  shoot  him but  Charley8  hesit,aticm

Tas  gone  and  so  was  his  canteen  and  he  poor  fellow  only  prolonged  hl8  misery  by  not

being  shot  as  he  died  ln Andersonville  after terrible  Suffering.      We  arrived  at

halton  just  a  t  z21ght,  and  Tere  mrched  into  the  GuaLrd  House,  where  there  vas  a  non-

descl.1pt lot  of fellows  deserters  conscripts  midererB thieves,  eta.    "'e  being  the

only Uhlon  p±isioner8,  during  the  night  I  had Greely  take  ny watcb and  tie  lt  8.round

ny left am so  that  it  hung  just imder  lt arid  carried  it there tutil  our arrival at
chder8onville .

They took u8  out  on  the  momirig  of  the  9th tock  our  names  Co.  and  aegt.  an.d

gave  us  another  search to  see  if they  had overlooked  anything  the  dry  before.    Thel`e

mag  a  sergeant  of  the  Regiment  that  captured u8  the  5th Kentucky,  that  want,ed to

trade  boots  with me.    He  was  a  fine  fellow,  and  I  told him that  perhaps  the  ttoot8

would  save  ny  life  as  I  had  got  to  go  through  some  hard  places  before  I  got  out,

and he  alloved that  I  night  keep  then  and  gave  die  Some  aLdvlce  hoT to  get  along  with



They took  u8  out  on  the  moming  of  the  9th tock  our  names  Co.  and  aegt.  an.d

gave us  anotber  search to  see  if they  had  overlooked  anything  the  dry  before.    There

was  a  sergeant  of  the  Reginent  that  captured us  the  5th Kentucky,  that  wanted to

trade  boots with me.    He  "s  a  fine  fellow,  and  I  told him that  perhaps  the  boots

would  save  ny  life  as  I  had  got  to  go  through  some  hard places  before  I  got  out,

and  be  alloued that  I  might  keep  them  and  gave  me  some  advice  how to  get  along  with

the  guard,  which  I  accepted  end "s  very  beneficial  to  me.    At  lgLst they  loaded us

on the  train  and we  started  for Atlanta.    We  were  in  a passenger  ca.r and  attracted

a  great  deal  of attention,  especially at the  differeat  stations.      I told the  Boys

that  we  were  acting  as  advance  Couriers  for  Sherman.      Just  going  down  to  Atlanta

to tell them that  be  ms  coming,  at  all  the  bridges  on the  road  I  noticed  they  had a

strong  guard,  and  a  Sort  of  mock  house.    At  eacb  end,  they  had  not  forgotten

Andr®w8  and  his  attexpt  to  steal  their whole  Corfederaey.    We  arrived at  Atlenta

about 4 P.H.      The  people  heard  there  uere  some  rE[   Hew  lork  prlsione.r6,  and  the

street  where  ue  were ±±B±o±|e_a__ wag_ _f±±±ed with people,  and  they .ere  not  particular

uhat  they  said to  or  called us,         de  we  mrched thong to  the  Prison  Barracks.

Women too  I  gxppose  coiled themselves ladies  addressed us  titb the vilest  epithets,

threw different  articles  at  us  and  8ome that  stood  on  Verandas  over  our  heads  spit  on

u8,  and  as  the  moat  of them  chewed  tobacco  or  gmff  lt  Tas  not  very  pleasant.    They

gave  us  fair  quarters,  and  sons  meal  and  bacon  and  as  we  had  not  been used  to  meal

we  were  well  satisfied  with  it.      I  was  the  only  now  commi8sloned  officer  in  the

Squad,  and  drev  the  raticm8  for  the  Bays.



-5-

The  loth we  staid all  day  in the  Barracks  and  I  think  mst  have  had  a  thousand

vlsltor8,  a8  we  were  the  first  New  fork  meti they  had  seen  in  Atlanta  and  they wanted  to

find  out  how we  felt  in  regard to  the .ar,  and they  found  out,  as  we  gave  lt  to them

rlgho  and  left.      I  thought  at  one  tine  a  fteb  offioez.  *oula  Shoot  §±Ld___»=o±e.    He  dre*.

his  revolver  and  ordered  Sid to  Bhut  up  btt that  was  .hat  Sid never va8  ]moun  to  do,

and  I  believe  he  would have  shot him lf  I  had not  interfered and  spoke  to  the  officer.

I  mnde  up  ny  mind that  dlgcretlon mag  the  better part  of valor,  1n  the  conditions  we

were  ln  and when  I  got  then ned enough kept  still  until  they  cooled off,  or  a new  batch

caine  in,  hot  that  Tas  not  Sld8  way.      All  members  of  the  154th )mew  Sid.    We  got  through

the  day  qrite  well.    25  none  prisloner8  Tere  brought  in  bringing  neTg  that  Sherman mag

driving  then,  and  of  course  that  made  us  feel  good,  and we  laid  don to  Bleep  quite

content  ulth the underBtendlng  that  we were  to  leave  for Andersonville  in  the  irol.nlng.

Here  let  ne  go  back  a   little  to  the  8th and  Rocky  Face  ridge.    Our  Reginent 'wag
suffered

nothing  bit  a  skeleton only  about  200 guns  all told.    We  had  ==.I.]== at  Chancellorsville
ln

and  Gettey8burgh had  lost  ln  those  tro  ba.ttles  about 400  men  nd I[111ed    and  wcunded,

besides  a  lot  of Sri8ionerg  at  Gettey8bungb and  tbe5y  had not  all  been  I.etumed  to u8,

&s  they were  ln the  ±  hospital parole  camps  and a lot  of th®D ln Andersonville,

btit  what  there  ms  left were  as  bz`ave  and loyal  Bet  of  znen  as  ever  carried  a  nu8ket,

and many  of the  Emve  Bey8  fought  their  last  fight  at Rocky  face.



Thomas  4gustus  Shippy  Sergeant  of ny  co.  a  better inn aor  soldier  never  lived.  He

was  Shot  through the  neck  standing  ty  ny  side.    chother  Wright  of  Co.  C was  shot  ln  the

hip.    i  a.  W.  Hall  Corporal  of  ny  co.  was  shot  through  the  lung.    I)e  had  been  badly

•ounded  in  the  leg  at the  Battle  of Chancellorsvill®.    Pe Bow llvee  in the  torn  of

Dayton  ls  not now nor has  he  been  in years  able  to  set up  and attend  to  his  business

.a  wbole  dry  at  a tine,  and  I  believe  be  dra.wg  from  the  Goverment  the  paltry  gun  of

$6.00  per montb pension.        Such  ls  the  gratitude  of a  grateful  country.    Our  color

bea.ref  Amold  orderly  sergea.nt  of  Co.  D were  killed.      P.A.  Hbrkhan  of  Co.  a  one  of

the  color  coporals  was .ounded and lost  his  a.in that  day and my more  that  Want  of

space forbids to neltlon.       mght  here  I .1u  Cony  a letter uttten ty Dr.  Henry
•  VanA®man to the  Olean Alvertiger  just  after the  battle  of  frocky  face  1n tbe  sumer  of

1864.      The  mitor  says  ve  puELish a llgt  of tbe  oa"altles  of the  154th H®w  fork

Vols.  Col.  P.  H.  Jones  Cormanding.      Dr.  VanAeman  who  kindly  furnished us  the  list

gave  a thrillirig  account  of the  nen,  paLrticularly of their devotion t6 their  Colors



-6-

at  the  battle  of  Rocky  face  Ridge,  a.  A.          George  Bishop  of  this  Village,  where  he

leaves  a  wife  and  two  or  three  children was  the  Reginentol  Color  Bearer,  he  was  ordered

to  plant  the  Standard  on the  crest  of  a  hill  in  view  of  the  Rebels  ®ntrenchment8.

He  hed  hardly  done  so  when  a  Rebel  Sharpshooter  Bent  aL  Bullet  throngh  him.    Sargea.nt

Augustus  Shippy  of  Co.  8  6eelng  the  Colors  faLll  scaled  the  Ridge  and  replanted  them.

Ee  had  just  accomplished tbls,  when  a  Rebel  Bullet  killed  him    Corporal  T.  R.  Aldrich

of  the  game  company  then  sprang  forvard  and  replanted  the  flag.    Standing  unmoved  aLmld

the ThlBtllng nessengerB  of  dea,th for  some  zronent6  but  a  Rebel  Sharp  Shooter  finally

brought-him dorrn  and he  died without  a  groan.    Private  Cyrii8  C.  Greely  a  dl8tant

relaLtlte  of  Ebr&ce  Greely  of  the  Tribune,  then  Seized  the  colorg  planting  them  firmly

holding  the  Staff  ln  hl8  right  hand.      He  occupied  his  po81tion  but  a.  few  monentB

and fell  dead  at  his  post.    Or'derly  Sergeant  Ambrose  F.  Amold  of  Co.  D then  rushed

formrd  selz;ed the  flag  and  Taved lt  ln defiance  at  the  eneny  and  contluned to  do  so

uz}til  ordered away ty  his  Superloz.  Officer.

Dr.  VAnAeman,  8ay8  a  hundred  Bullets  Thlzed  ty  Sergt.  Amold   while  he  stood

there,  nat  one  of  Thlch tock  effect,  his  four  dead  comra,de8  lay within  four feet  of

hln,  Thile  daring and  detemlmtlon narked every feature  of hla  continuance  and action.

Tbls  1g  herolsD of the  truest  and purest  character  and  lt  18  questionable  Thich of

tbe8e  five  Breves  four  dead and one  living displayed the  Dost  nobleness  daring  and

courage.    It  is  easy  however to  decide  Thlch *a8  the  most  foitunat.,  1s  this  incident

of tbls terrible  car parallelled anywhere.   We  think not.



01ean  Advertlzer

The  Dr.  Tas  of  course  mistaken  ln  regard  to  Greely  and  ny8elf,  but  we  vere  both

Seen  to  fall  and vere  Supposed to  be  Shot.      fe  also  Was  mistaken  ln  I.egard to  Amold

for his was  Shot  dead at  Rocky face,  and Allen Willlans  who nor lives  in the  tom  of

I8bha.  in  thl8  county,  brought  off the  colors  and  carried then until the  close  of  the

Tar.      fry the "7 Wll11an8  ms  ooDpany  cock and  a  fellol  ty the  name  of AdaLns  ln the

Bane  company vas  Color  Corporal  the  day  before  Adans  offered to  trade  his  Corporal

strlp®s  for W1111ang  kettles,  and the  captain  consenting the  trade  m8  Burdo.    In  1870

Adan8  was  Shot  and killed  ln  a  burning  scrap  ln the  tom  of liynden.

It  "s  a  good while  before  the  Bey81n  the  Regt.  Imew  Greely  and ny8elf Were  prisoners.

We  Tere  botb  Seen to  fall  and  vere  uth  the  colors,  and  supposed to  be  dead.  Greely

Tas  a  prisoner un:lil  8ometin®  in Hovenber  1864  and Was  paroled fron Hillen.    Now lives

at  Ripley  Ghaut.  Co.,  a  perfect wreck  has  no ue®  of  hi811Dbs  and  I  an told  only  draws
a  Small  pension  and  since  the  above  was  written  has  died.



-7-

Hy  tent  mate  Th.  C`ister  esoap.a tinhurt  at  Rocky  face  and passed  through all  the

figbt8  to  Atlanta,  Pesaca  Peach  tree  Creek    Kenasan    New  Lope  Church    N.C.    and  with

Sheman to  the  sea  and  arrived to the  Grand  Revue  at  Washington  was  discharged    cane

hone  and  died within ro  days  otter I  thin][.      We  .ere  tent mtes  for  a  year  or more

and  a finer  comrade  never  lived.        ry  other tent  mte  Sharmon  has  been  Called,  and

of the  three that  lived together at Lookout  Valley  I  an the  only  one  living.

It  ralaed  quite  hard through tbe  right  of the  lotb biit  we  Here quite  fairly

protected.    They  tcok us  out  at  six in 'tbe  homing  of  the  llth and we  tock  cars  for

moon.      I  noticed  that  lt  had the  appearance  of  a  fine  country from Atlanta  to  Macon.

"e  passed through  some  fine  villages,  and ve  attmcted  a  good  deal  of  attention  the

negro8  all  looked  and  acted  as  thongh they  were  sorry  for  u8.    Some  of  us  had  a  little

money and  trinkets we  had kept ± hid,  and we  bought  and traded for pies,  ccke8

etc.    One  fello.  on  train  wanted  to  trade  toots  .ith ro,  offered me  $500  in  Confederate

money to  boot,  but  I  ms  sharp  ®nongh not  to  take  any  of ny  clothing  off,  and that  is

one  reason  that  I  lived thougb and an here  today.          We  arrived at  uacon  just  before

tilght,  and  they  mrched  in  squads  of 15  into  tbe  Jam  and locked us  in  a.  smau  room



one  I.eason  that  I  lived thougb and an here  today.         We  arrived at  hacon  just  before

night,  and  they  marched  in  squads  of 15  into  the  Jail  and locked us  in  a  smu  roon

flot  over 12  x 15  feet.      That  Has the  first  tine  I  had  ever  been  in Jail,  and  I  dig-

liked  it  so  much that  I  had  been  careful  to  keep  fran them  since.      The  room  had  beeri

used  for the  sane  purpose  before  and  ty  tbo8e  that  were  Dot  as  clean  as  we  were,  for

the  blankets  were  full  of Vemln.    They  gave  uB  a  fairly  good  supper  and  we  slept  what

we  coiild.    We  were  viewed  ty  a  large  umber  of people  through  the  dlanond  ln  the  door.

Tbe  mjorlty of  then  being  women end  girls.      On  the  Homing  of  the  12th ve  were  ready

for an early  eta.rt.  They  gave  us  some  blscult  and rye  coffee  for  breakfast.    At  that
•  time  I  was  about  21  years  old  and the  picture  of  health,  did  not  look  to  be  over 18.

A8  we  passed  out  of our coon end filed don  stairs  the  Jailors  rife  and  a young lady

I  tock to  be  bar  daughter  stopped ne  and  Bald  lt  "s  too  bad  I  had  to  go  to

Andersonvill®  and  filled ny hatersack with  Blscuit8  and  cold meat.    I  have  always  held

then  in g"teful  remembrance  for thaLt  act  of  Charity.      We  took the  car and  arrived

at  Andersonvill.  atxtut  three  or  four  in  the  afternoon.     The  place  .here  they unloaded

us  ms  higher than  the  Stockade  and we  had  a  good  view  of  lt  as  we  stepped  off the

train.    It  is  impossible  for ne  to  describe  ny  sensations,  as  I  looked  over and  sac

the  Prison  and  the  Inmates.      They  looked like  a  lot  Of  Colored men,  and  the  stench

that  arose  even  at  that  dl8tamc®  was  8tlfling.      "e  were  formed  in  line  and  as  I  was

tbe  only Don  Comissioned Officer in  the  squad I  took ny place  on  tbe  right  as  I  had
been  in  the  habit  of  doing  in  the  Coxpany .
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We  had  stood  tut  a  moment  when  the  lnfanous EiEz marched up  and  halted right  in  front

of  ro,  looked up  and  doun  the  line,  and  flnall7  looked re  over ±±4_ _aL18_pe.Ho. £o.IE,

you worit  look  as  ffro  as  that  after  you  have  been  over  there  awhile.      Iou will  cone

out  feet  first  for  they are  dying off very  fast,  have  got  the §p±_1±£9E in there

life  the  devil.      I  could  compare  him to  nothing  but  the  devil,  as  he  stood talking

to. ne  and gloating over  ny ri9ery and  the  ulsery  of those  that  had  been  a  long  tine

in  that  _a?1l  _h_o±o_.

They  nRTchod uB  over  ty  hondquter8  and tock  our mnes  Oo.    and Regiment

ieut  through ug again to  see  lf there  fellows  had left anything  of Value  or use,

and  then  opened the  gate  to  that  awful prison  and marched us  in.

I  ten  you ny  heart  Baul[:  for  aL  moment  when  those  gates  closed  on  u8,  but  I  made

up  ny  mind that  uould not  do  so  braced up.      Of  course  our  entrance  created  a

great  comotloD as  all the  Prisoners  I.ushed around us  to  see  if  they haew  any  of us

and  the  cry was fisgb £±£b.

We  uere  distributed through the  different  hundreds,  and Greely   Allen   and nyself

were  put  in  the  saLine  division that  our  Boys  -ere  in that  had been  captured  aLt

Getbeysburgh,  10  months  before  1863.      There  we  found John  Hang      I.o  Phillips

Th.  Hawking      Frck  Goodrich        George  Bailey      Otherulel  Greend    Peter  Bussinger



D.  Stevens Ii.Litchfield   0.  Bronson  and  several  others  of  our  Regt. I  shall never

forget  what  Bin  Hawkias  said  to  me  as  his  eyes  fell  on  me.    Hy  God ±2E    I  an  glad

to  see  you  b`it  sorry  to  see  you  here.    The  Bays  au  looked life  Skeletons  with

hardily  clothing  enongh to  cover their nakedness,  and  it was  a  tough  sight  for us

that  had  beeri iell  fed  and well  clothed.          Fro.nk  Goodrich of  ny  Co.  a    had  been  a

pz.1soner  Since  GetteyBburgh  and was  slck  and  very  weak.    I  had  some  coffee  and  hal'd

tack  in  ny  haversack,  and  lt  had  been  about  a  year  Since  any  of  the  Boys  had  had

any.    I  made  some  coffee  for Frank  and  cooked  some  hard tack  and  a  little  pork.

It  seemed  as  though  it  gave  him a new lease  of  life  and  he  acted  better  and  was

better  as  long  as  lt  lasted,  t]ut  having  lt  Seemed to  make  hln homesick  after  it wag

gone  and the  poor  bay  Soon  died.

Tbis  was  the  12th day  of Hay  1864  atid they  turmed  ne  into  that  pen  with a  piece

of  shelter  teflt    a  rubber  Poncho    haversack   tin  cup    and  the  clothes  on  ny  back,

and  I  ias  considered lucky  and mag  lucky  for there  ms  not  one  out  of the  Squad that

had  as  "ch as  I  had.      I  8av hundreds  tuned  in there  bare  headed   trare  rooted

no  coat  and  nothing to  Shelter  then.      Halkins  had a  blanket  stuck  up  on  some  poles
to  keep  the  gun  and  deT  off ,  and  he  was what  they  called  an  arlatocra,t,  and  theI.e
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H lure
were  a good many who  wanted  to - hit as  the  an&rdrist and  9ozclalist

want  to  lure  the  people  now,  that  ls  to  divide  up  property.            He  and  Goodrich

lived together  and they  wanted Gree|y   Allen   aad nyself to  live  .ith then.

Ily  piece  of tent  and  mbber  cane  handy  for  shelter  and made  quite  a  Shanty,  a  great

deal  better than   nine  tenthe  of them hed.      Hawi£1ns  had  been there  10  nontb8  and

was  f`iu.y  po8tod and  ]mew  how  to  -orb  all the  cards  that  could  bo  Torked for  the

benoflt  of  himself  or  his  friends.      The  most  of  you  ]mow  mwicin8.      Some  of  you

hew  hin  beforeL the  war  and Then  he  enlisted,  look  at  him anytine  81nce  he  came

o`it  of that Eg_u=__Eo_|± and tell  ne  lf  be  i8  one  half  the  nan  be  would  have  been  lf

he  had never  been  there,  and he now dm"8  from this  Govemnent  a pension  of tr

four  dollars  per nontb.       Here  is  another emxple  of  the  Gratitude  of a  Gr.ateful

country.

A  large  majority  of  us  were  young  nen  from  18  to  25  years  old.    A  great  many

that  cane  ln later  had not  been  off the  farm   out  of  the  store    Shop  or  school

over  tuo  months/       rfuen  they Tere  ushered into  that Eg[g.  they  had enlisted

rushed to  the  front  been  captured,  and lmev nothing about  talclng  cal`e  of  thenselveB.



The  Boys  that  had  been  in tbe  arny  a  year  or  more  had  got  used  to  locking  out

for  themselves  and there  om velf&re,  and got  along a  great  deal  better  than  the

others.      During  the  S`irmer  I  saw  Boys  brought  ln  there  that  Were  veil  dressed,

1n  three  days  they  had traded  off  everything  b`it  their  shirt  aLnd pants,  for  something

to  eat  and  ln  another leek were  dead.      They  could not  stand  hunger.    When  their

shoes were  gone  the  Lot  stm  would  blister  the  tops  of  their  feet.    The  blisters

Tould break and they Tould get  the  emamp poison  ln  then and deatb would ±

folldr.    I  went  down to  the  creek  one  nomlng  after meter  and  saw a  felloT laying

on  the  edge  of the  8m.mp.      The  maLgot®  .ere  craTling  out  of  his  ears  and  nose.    I

thought  ho  was  dead  tut  dl§covered that  he  was  still  alive.    I  gce  him up  and  out

of there  and  have  seen  him  ln  Cattaraugue  Coimty  since  I  calne  hoB®.

When Te  got  there  the  Prison  consisted  of  about  12  or  15  acres  Tlth  a  small

!treaD running  through the  center  of  lt  and a  8vanpy piece  of I ground of  about

5  or  6 acres  that no  one  could live  on.  there  Ta8 no  shelter  of any  descrlptlon

fur'nished tior  did tbey  allow anyone  to  bring  in  any  tents  if  they  could well  avoid

lt,  and when  ve  got  there  there wag  about  10  or 12  thousand prisoners  there,  and

veg  then  crowded  more  than  lt  should  have  beezi.    Shortly  after  we  got  there  they

commenced  t]ullding  an  addition  to  the  stockade  bllt  did  not  get  it  done  until  there
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were  more  than  25  thousand  in that  snail  space  and  it  was  impossible  after they

had  got  laid  dora  nights  to  walk  around  camp  without  stepping  on a  sleeping  soldier.

»any  a  time  have  I  been  cussed  and  darned  when  I  had to  go  down  to  the  creek  after

they  had got  laid  don.

We  woke  up  on  the  moming  of the  13th witb a  reali8ing  sense  of  our  surroundings.

Ue  had  been  llvlng  ln  winter  quarters  and wet.e  just  a6  neat and  clean  as  we  would

have  been  at  hone  with  pletity  of  good  food,  and  just  enough  e]rerclse  to  keep  u6

healttry.

In the  prison tbe  land on uhicb we  lay ms  full  of Vermin,  called  ty. ug

Grey'  Backs.        Iou  could.gee  them  crawl  through the  sand,  and  the  only  way  a  person

could keep  from  being  lltterly  eaten  alive  was  to  take  his  gal.ments  off  and kill

them from two  to  four  times  a,  day.        It  seemed  as  though  I  should  go  craay  the  first

few  days,  1n  fact  had  to  take  ny  clothes  off  and  Stand  around witb Dothing  on  part

of the  night.

The  13th being  our first  full  dry we  gave  the  stockade  a thorough  inspection

for  the  reason  that  we  .el.e  Strong and  healthy  end  thought  perhaps  we  might  be  the

means  of  delivering  our.selves  and  others  from  Bands.ge.

After  we  had looked  it  over we  naLde  up  oul.  nind8  the.t  if ve  lived there  a  ronth

we  should  be  good  ones.      Alas  how  little  I  lmew  of  what  I  had  to  under.go  and  suffer



The  13th being  our  first  full  day we  gave  the  Stockade  a  thorough  iDspection

for  the  reason that  we  iere  Strong and  healtky and  thought  perhaps  Te  might  be  the

means  of  delivering  ourselves  and  others  from  Bandrge.

After  we  had looked  lt  over we  made  up  our  minds  the.t  if we  lived there  a  month

ue  should  be  good  ones.      Alas  how little  I  linen  of  what  I  had to  undergo  and  suffer

before  I  again  could  Stand under the  Starry  Bamer  free.        Still  I  wag  not

discouraged  for  a  moment  for  I  had  been  used to  looking  out  for  nyself  E;ince  I  was

a  8mll  boy,  and lmew  what  it  Was  to  Shirk  for  ny8elf  end  soon  adapted  nyself to

clrcunst,ances  and  made  up  ny  mind  not  to  be  homesick  or  allow  nyself  to  get

discouraged.    I  had  ny  haversack  full  of  coffee    hard ta.ck  and  Sugar  with  a  small

piece  of pork that  I would not  auow nyself to  eat  but  used  it  for  HaHklns  and

froodrlcb,  the  most  of  lt  for  Goodrioh  as  ho  was  glck  and weak  and  I  knew  he  was  not

long for this  world.

the  trader was  very  bad  and that  tztoubled me  nope  than  anything  else.  I  drank  as

little  of  lt  as  po8sibl®.  Thel`e ms  a  Bridge  across  the  creek  and a  space  of about
alltea feet  between  that  and the  dead  11n®  was  about  all  the  place  for/the  prisoners

to  get  welter  and   there  was  a  Sentry  bea Dear  there,  and  if  a  prisoner  reached  under

the  deadline  to fill  hl8  disk he  was  liable to  be  Shot.      There  was  a  small  stream

that  came  orit  of  the  hank  or  had  been  dug  ty  some  of  the  prisoners  that  was  1n  a

direct  llae  from the  Sentry  Box beyond  the  creek  and  from  8 to  12  foot  higher  tban

the  creek  and  there  was  always  someone  getting uter  out  of  the  Spring.      There
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was  so  many  of  us  that  but  a  few  could  get  inter  there  and  that  was  the  only  spring

in  camp  at  that  time.    I  have  seen  several  men  Shot  that  were  getting  water  from

the  spring,  then  the  gentry  shot  at  soneoDe  that  fias  dippiDg  water  i'rom under  the

deadline .

Iou  can  see  wbat  good  marksmen  they  were.      There  were  tro  Regt.  of  what  they

called  Hoqie  Guards  gunrdlng the prlgoner8,  with two  full  Batterle8  of Artillery.

These  Regt.  were  conposed  of  old men  and  boys  that  .ere  not  fit  for  Bervlce  at  the

front,  and  they were  encamped just  above  the  Stockade  ln the  creek,  and  all  the

dirt  and filth fron then  came  don  the  creek for us  to  drink,  and the  cock house

where  tbey  cooked  all  the  food  for tbe  prisoners  was  on  the  creek  and  ve  got  the

betiefit  of that  also.      So  you  can  imagine  whether  the  water  was  fit  for  a  beast

let  alone  a man to  drink.

The  most  of  the  prisozLer8  that  were  there  when  we  got  there  had  been  there

during  February  and  I(arch when the  prl6on  vas  establlsbed.      There  had  been  a

trigade  captured  at  Pllmouth   the  85th H.  I.    116th Pal.    and  16th  Conn.      who  had

just  reenllsted and  had got their  bounty,  under the terns  of their  surrender their



just  reealisted and  had got tbelr bounty,  under the tens  of their  surrender tbeir

property was not  disturbed,  and they brought  ln all their tents  clothes   money

and  trinkets  of  all  descriptlon8,  and  Andersonvllle  Soon  became  a        t>11ng p=±£g

£=|±zg± to a±§g= B±§§p.      Greely vas  quiite  a  hand at  poker,  tut  the  great  game  there

tag  what  was  called  Chuck  a  Luck.  bet  on  a  rmnber  and  throw  dice.      He  and  I  used

to  choose  a number  and  stick  to  lt  doubling when  we  lost,  so  that  in  a  short  time

ue  would win  from tro  to  four  dollars,  and then  quite  until neat  homing.    We  could

get  a pretty fair meal  from three  or four dollars.

The  following  ls  a  list  of prices  at the  prison as  I  find  it  recorded  ln ny

diary  during the  early  Surmer of  eighteen  sixty  four.

Flour  $5.00  per  lb.    Bacon  1.00    Cow  peas    40  ct8.      fr®bh  Eggs  $4.00

3:i:+:;#Lcta:a:;±gce:.ooso%;#6opersmeL::po;t8;::::®¥:£gopE::Bush.
Thread  25  cts  ckein        onion81.00  dos.        Tumip8  3.00  bush.
Salt  1.cO pint

These  prices  *ere  of  course  ln Confederate  money,  which  Tas  at  that  time
iotth about  $4.cO 1|it!IilhJLE±  for  one  1n  grecat]acke.              Gr®®1y  and  I  -orked  thong

in this way  a  good -hll®,  the  fellows  that  ran tbe  9a.mbling  BoaLrds  would  salute  ne

with hello  Corp  -  after  breakfast  are you?      I was never  ln  tbe  habit  of  ganttling

before  I  was  a  prisoner  and  have  never  played  for  money  since,  but  never  had  any

compunctions  of  consclenoe  for what  I  did  there  ln  that  line.      On  the  14th two  days

after  our  arrival  Hr]c  D.  Price  of  Co.    A 154th  died.    He  had  the  dropsy  and  was  a

pitia.ble  sigife,  with no  care  but  what  we  could  give  him  and  no  medic    e,  wit,h  the
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bare  earth for  a  bed and  an  old  tom  blanket  for  shelter.      It  rna.de  the  Boys  of  our

Rest.  feel  mue.      They  were  then  dying  off  at  bho  rate  of  about  25  de5try  in  the

•hole  prison.    Tbe  hospital  as  what  was  called  by  that  mme  was  then  inside  tbe

Stockade,  but  was  shortly  8ftermrd8  moved  outside  and  it  was  very  hard  work to  get

a  sick  inn  out,  aLnd  it  was  very  little  use  for  they  could not  get.  much  better  c8.re

there  than they  could  give  them  lnglde.            mi  the  14th whicb was  Saturday the

Tomen from the  Surrounding Country  gathered at  Andergonville  for  a  ±±.±±±

£±s=±E an~d there  was  a  lot  of thel young  and  old  and  they  appeared to  have  a  jolly

tine.      The  Sentry  Boxes  were  full  of  them lookiDg  ovel`  into  the  Stockade  at  u8.

It  made u8  tut to  tbink they would  come  there  with their ifek mac_I_s_   and  feast

in  our  sight,  and we  not  having  one  quarter what  we  could eat,  and  that  not  hardly

fit  for  a fog.             They  seemed to take partlculer pains  to  show us  that  they  were

enjeying  themselves,  our  ra,tion6  at  that  tine  were  a  little  piece  of  com  bread,

ground up  cob  and  all,weighing  a.bout    6  n  ounces  and  a  very  smll  piece  of  Bacoa,

and  8ppiled at  that.      This ms  for  24 hours  remember,  it .as  half onongh for  one

neal  for  a  healttry  man,  say  nothing  about  all  dry.      The  rost  of  the  mea  who  had  bben

tthere  during the  months  of Febrmry  and  fyrlng  were  nothing  but  walking  Skeletons.



A  great  many  so wear that  they  could  nat  go  down  to  the  Spring  or  creek  after water,

end  they  used to lay  along  side  the  streets  and  beg  of those  that uere  stronger to

give  them  a  drink.    I  am  sorry  to  say that  tbe  old pl.isoners  were  very  apt  to

r4fuse,  saying  that  they  could not  bring uter for nyone  but  themselves,  and one

prisoner uould not let another drink Lut of his  cup for fear of ± without
they were  friends  and  liv9d  together.        It  was  everybody  for  himself  and  the
•devil  take  the  hindmost.        When  I  first  got  there  and for  days  and  weels,  and  in  fact

untn  I  got  so  weak,  that  I  could not  get  up  and  dora  the  him,          I  alwaLys  gave

every  poor  fello.  when  he  asked me,  and  have  frequeritrty  went  up  and  don  the  hill

five  or  sir tines  before  I  got  up  to ny plo.ce  of  Strode  ulth ny  rater.      ron  ghat  up

a  body  of  men  and use  tben the  way we .were  used and  all  the  selfish traits  of their

character will¢     develop  themselves,  and then again  Self preservation  ls  the  first

laff a. nature.

Then  I  fll`st  got  there  I  was  surprised  and  grieved  but  soon  got  used  to  it

and  bacane  more  or less  ln the  sane  condition  nyself .      On the  15th three  days  after

our al`rival  the  guard  shot  a prisoner  for  reachlrig tinder the  a?-ad line  for
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and tbe  canp  was  full  of  rumors  of  an  Exchange,  and  that  our  transports  were  at

Savarmah i,o  take  us  north.          On  the  16th  ny  nat,ur&l  h€.bits  of  cleanliness  led  me

to  wash ny  6hird  and  draThers,    and  I  got  thoroughly  laughed  at  for  it,  Lnd  I  believe

that  was  the  last  time  I  attempted  it  while  I  was  a  prisoner  for  about  10  months,

and  had  the  sane  shirt  on when  I  escaped that  i  did  when  I  was  captured,  that  is

what  there  was  left  of  lt,  and  if  I  had washed  it  often  it  would  have  been  worn  out

long  befofee  that.          On this  day  the  poor  devils  got  into  two  or  three  fights.

They  nsed  to  fight  more  or  less  every  day.           WheD  a  man  got  to  wealc  he  could  hal`dly

Stand alo-ne,  then  he  was  ready  to  fight,  all  the  time  and at  the  least  provacation,

his  mental  coriditlon being  such he  did  not  lmow  half  tbe  time  what  he  .a8  about.

On  the  17th  some  new  prisoners  cane  in  and  brought  cheering  news  from  our

amp,  trhich  made  us  feel  good  for  a  while,          On  the  18tb we  got  cows  that  Sherman

was  at  Rome  Ga.             The  l9th  2cO¢#    more  prisoners  came  ln  reported  Sherman

advancing  on  Atlanta,  and  that  Grant  was  whipping  then    in  V.A.    had  captured  a  whole

division  and 30 pieces  of artulery  whicb was  true,  it  being JohnsoDs    division  of

Longstreets  Corps.      The  whole  prison was  ln  an uproar  singiag patriotic  songs  and

yelltry.



On  the  21st  I  wlute  in ny  diary that  it  was  Saturday  and Niggers  I)ay  "`ith

the  Rebs,  8.g  all  the  women  were  having  another g±§!±±± and  a  lot  of  the  old  prisoners

cane  in  from  Da.nsville  V.  A.        We  also  took  poor  Frank  Goodrich  out  to  the  hospital

and never  saw  him  again  &s  he  died  on  the  llth day  of July.

For  the  ne,`*  five  days  there  was  some  three  thousa,nd  pl`isonerg  cane  in  bringing

•good  news fromboth  amle8.        On  tbe  26tb  a  rumor  that  the  Robs  were  going  to  Pa.role

us,  for fear  SHE"AH would  get  don  there    and recapture  us.      On  the  27tb what  little

money    I  had  g  ve  out,  and  I  sold  ny  T,.etch  for  $50.00  in  Grc®enbacks  and  that  kept

Greely  and ne  going  for  a  good while.

And  8o  1t  rm  gilong  for  day  to  day.      Sleep  what  ue  could,  pl8.y  cards  and
•   checkers,  sit  9.round  lri  a  circle  and  read  the  testament.      Everyone  was  reading  a

verse,  1n  fact  ±!ourg  at  lt,  `and  I  nangiged  to  read  lt  through  three  or  four times  fihile

I  w8.a  there.      The  prlsoa  was  filling up  very  fast  and  they  could not  cock  the  rtttlons

for  all  of  us.        So  they  would  lssue` two  or  thr.a  spooa8  full  of  cow peas L±=`Jr:` little

sorghum  for  a.  day,  or  a  little  over  half  a piut  of  co.sl®ecom  meal  ,  and  scarsely

ever  any  wood  to  cock  lt  with.    The  peas  would  be  full  of little  bl6.ck
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put  ln  into  water  and  lt  would  seen  as  though  one  tbird were  B`igs.      Anothel`  day

they would  give  us  a pint  of  cooked peas,  pods,  dirt  and no  salt.    The  meanest

hog  in  the  Confederaey  could not  have  eaten  it.    Camp  all  that  time  full  of  rumors

of  an  Exchange.    Nay  31st  I  recorded  ln ny  diary,  all  quiet notblng  new,  the  same

old thing  over and  over,  hunt  lice  for  employment  and eat  corn  bread and  rotten

bacon  for  a living.    It  had  rained  occaL81onaLlly  during  the  month.    June  lst
I clear and  bright  ln  the  moming  but  clouded up  and rained  from 10  o'clock the

balance  of  the  day,  and it  vas  a rain none  of your  Cattaraugus  showers.      It

continued to `raln for  22  days  ln  succession,  and  the  men Tere  ln a  fearful

condition.    The  "d Ta§  deep,  and the  ground was  covered with Den  so  that  a  person

could not  nave  around a-fter  dark.      They Would  lay  down  and  the  rain would  pour,

and  the  md  three  or four  inches  deep under  and around them,  and no  Shelter  of any

kind,  except  That  old plece8  Of  tent  and  blankets  the  BeyB  had.      "e  Would  not

have  found so inch fault  if the  Tater  had only  dromed the  everlasting lice.

I  ias  8tlll  quite  strong  and  did not  lay  down  zm,ch   during  the  month of June,

but  stood up and let  the  rain  strike  De  endways.



On  June  let  Some  prlsonerB  cane  ln  from  Grant.8  Arty  of  the  Potomc    some

of then with only  6rie  am or leg.      It  looked  hard to  gee  Such men  in  there.

It  .as  bad enough for tbe  others,  but  they  tuned  those  poor fellows  in there

before  tbeir ioundg  had healed -ith nothing to  dress  them  and numbers  of then  gooa

died.      On  June  loth the  poor  fellows  fought  aLnongst  theD8elves  all  day.    Everybody

was  cross,  and  lt  seemed as  if  everyoae  wanted  to  fight.  If -e  had  aL  few  guns  I  elm

8ul.e  -e  Should  have  went  at  tbe  Rebs.    I  saw ¢   nea  fighting,1f they  had  been  in

Oo.d's  Coutry  they  could not  have  stood up  alone,  and they  could Dot  strike  hard

enough to  hurt  any and the  exertion of  striking Would frequently make  then fall

don,  aLnd they would fight  for  the  simplest thing.    At  bight we  got  sons  cheering

ne.a that Atlanta had fallen.   At this tine  I .as  interested in a ttrmel but  got

very leak  go that  I  could  hardly get  down  the  lml  and  hack  again,  and  of  course  had

to  give up  thin]clng aborit  going  out.

It .as  jtist aLs roll for a traitor infomed on u8  for a  double  raLtlon and they

found the  turmel.    The  Boys  found  out  -bo  informed  on  a  tuniel  and  ca.ptured  him.

Sheared his  head  and paddled  him with a piece  of  board,  until  ho  could  hardly

breath,  cane near kllllng hit ln fact,  and they could aot give us any rations until

they  found  out  who  done  lt.    So  the  Bey8  that  dorie  lt  sent  their  names  out  to  Wirz
__

so  that  the  rest  should not  suffer on their account.    So  you  See  there -as  honor
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and unselfishness  even  there.        We  supposed  of  course  that  E±=g would put  them

ln  the  Chain  gang  and  tie  then  ty  their  thumbs  but  for  a  wonder  he  commended  them

for  their  action,  which  sun.prised u8  all.    I  think this  happeaed  in July.    I  find

under  date  of June  14th recorded  in  ny  diary,  rained this  noming  and  continued all

day.      I  am very weak  and  it  1g  impossible  to  get  any  Dedlclne  to  help  me,  the

continual  rain  for  14  days  with the  exposure  has  about  used  me  up.      A great  many

pen  have  to  wal]c all  alght to keep  alive.    I  had  been  doing the  Bane  thing,  and

had  to  walk  all  1t  Tas  pos81blo.    I  Would not  give  up  and  lay  down  and  lt  vas  a  good

tbing  for De  that  I  did not,  as  I  Should  have  8urely  died.        One  half  of the  men

did not  draw  any  ratlon8  the  night  of the  13tb.    They used us  llIEe  brutes.    The

Judgment  of  God  ought  to  rest upon  them for  their  inhumanity.

The  15th  I  got  outside  and  saw  the  doctor.    Ilo  gave  me  9ome  nedlclne,  and  for

a  wonder  lt  done  me  a  great  deal  of  good.    About  1000  new  prisoners  came  ln.

For  ratlon8  ve  had  a little  rice  and rotten  bacozi.        The  16th they  found  our  tunnel.

I  consoled  nyself with the  thought  that  I  Would  be  Strong  enough to  go  out  ty  the

tlDe  there  ms  another  ready.        500  neTr prisoners  cane  ln.    Iou  see  they were  filling



time  there  was  another  ready. 500  neTr prisoners  came  ln. Iou  see  they vez.e  fllllng

up  fast.    There  Tas  quite  a lot  of  the  lootb »on  lork  ln there,  and  there va8  one

Sergt.  Smitb from "ew Albion,  that  w®  used  to  let  staLy witb u8  part  of  the  tine  aB  he

had no  shelter.    He  was  a  fine  locking young  nan,  and  I  thought  he  Would  stand  lt,

bu:t  he  got  discouraged  and  the  last  I  saw  of  hln  he  lay  dead  on  the  ground.

June  20th  helped  carry  aL  sick  znan  out  to  the  hoapltal.    We  Trould  ca.ray  over

to  the  South gate  tTo  or  three  hundred  sick  ln  blanketB.    Some  of  them we  would  get

out  but  the  large  najorlty  of them we  would  have  to  carry  beck for  another  day,  and

ln  the  neantlme  a  good many  of  them  would  die.

The  21st  I  had  a  Blscult  and  an  Egg  for  Breakfast.    IIad  not  been  able  to  eat

anything  for  some  dny8.    Got  a little  medlclne  and  feel  better.    There  ls  about

300  dead  to  be  buried.    It  has  rained  so  long  and  haLrd that  lt was  impossible  to  tury

then.    They  lay  ln a  great  heap  just  outside  the  South  gaLte,  There  *e  can  Stand  on

our  81de  and  lock  over the  stodede  and  see  then.      They  drive`up  a  wagon,  ta.ke  a

corpse  ty the  feet  and  head,  give  it  a  sling  and throw  it  into  the  wagon,  one  after

the  other until  the  wagon  Tas  full.      It  was  aL  very  pleasant  sigbt  for  us  poor  devils

ln there  and  the  pool.  fellov8  dying  off  at  the  rate  of  75  to  loo  daily.    The  22nd

w®  dreT  a  kind  of  cob  zBeal  zBash  for  all  day,  and  the  men  the,t  could  eat  it  had  an

awful  stomch.
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Tbe  24th  I  felt  quite  elated.    I  was  a  good  deal  better,  but  Greely  was  quite

bald  and we  were  all  talking of  being  exchanged  between  the  7th and 17th of  July.

The  25th  two  men  died  close  to  me,  and  one  of  them  was  the  largest  inn  I  ever  saw,

and he  had  been  very  Tell  and  harty   went  off  Suddenly.        When  a  man  died  ln  our

Squad  or  mess,  it  Beened worse  than  if  it  was  some  where  else  in  the  prison.

There  mag  &t  this  tlBe  ln the  prlgon  a  number  of  hard  cuBse8,  and  they  were  bended

together  and they used to  rob  and kill  other  prigonerg that  had good  clothing  or  any

other valuable  property.      It  got  so  that  lt wag  not  safe  for  an7one  that  hold  anything

of talu®,  and  tbe  prlsonerg  organized a  force  and  hunted then  out.    They  Were  called

mlders,  and  thel.e  iaL8  50  of  them  captured and taken  outside.      Then  there  +as  men

taken  out  fron  the  body  of prisoners  that  formed Judge   Jury  and cttomeyg.    They

•ere  duly  tried  and  Six of then were  found guilty,  and they  were  Sentenced  to  be

hms  on the  lltb of July and the  Sentence wag  faithfuuy  carried  out.    The  full

account  of the  trial  and exeoutlon  i8  in HCElroys  Bock  called chdersonville.

The  lender  of the  Police  force  was  Sergeant  Hey  and HCElroy,  both  from ul  an

Ill.  frogt.       It  effectually broke up  raiding.    The police  force mg kept  up and  lt

mag  a  great  protection to  the  prlsonerg,  and there  were  lots  of fellows  that were

anxiou8  to  get  on  tbe  force,  as  they  got  double  rations  and  had a  share  to  trade



Ill.  fo8t. It  effectually broke up raiding. The  police  force  mg  kept  up  and  lt

was  a  great  protection to  the prisoners,  and there were lots  of fellows that were

anxlou8  to  get  on  the  force,  as  they  got  double  ratloD8  and  had a  share  to  trade

tlth the  guards.      They were  like  the  game  class  of fellows  all  over  the .orld,

and  anxious  to  show their  authority,  and would knock  a  poor  weck  fellow  down without

any  hesitation.    Still .a  .ere  glad to have  them as they kept tbe  more  brutal

element  in  subjugation.    I  had ao  use  for then and kept  clear  from then,  therefore

never  had any  controversy with then.

On July  lth tbe  additloa  to  the  stockade  was  completed  and all  the  detacinents

abovg  the  49tb wer.e  noTed  into  that  leaving  us  more  fool.      It  had  been  so  crowded

that  we  could hardly turn around.       There uere  a  good "y  getting out  one  my and

another about  this  tiro,  and  on  the  3rd  of July they  called the  Roll,  and  so  many

i®re  gone  that  we  did not  get  any  rations.       That  "s  the  uay the7  had of punishing

those  that  lere  left,  as  though we  could recapture  then.  , On  tbe  4tb the  Pob  Sergeant

Cane  ln  and  said  lf we  .ould feorganize  the  different  divlsion8  and hundreds,  that

they  would  give  u8  double  rations.    Of  course  we  dole  as  requested  and they  brought

uS ¥gEgEL E±Sf  that  they  made  the  day  before,  and would not  give  uB.    We  still  had

some  spirit  left  and would not  take  lt  as  .e  had got  used to  starving.    So  they  gave

us  com  bread  and fresh treef  and the  beef was  full  of !!ggggfa.    I  cut  nlae  tip  in

little pieces  and boiled it  enougb to kill then and mde  a  fine  4th of July  supper.


