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The  Tord  Wednesday  tziornthg  that
C `1.   Martin   M.   Pratt  had   "coma   to
th `  end  of  the  road"  and  coznploted
llf`.'3  toorney  was  not  entlrely  tLDel-
pectod  to  those    who    tJ)"gb    the
qpenth.   aLnd   years   haTe   noted     hJ8
grndtLz:I  decline.    He  himself  had   re-
peatedly  oxpreased  his  belief  that. hlf)
days  upon  earth  were  btzt  ahoTt.    He
]Ived  a  lozig  azid  u8et`il  llte.  had  wlt-
ncoeed  m&zi}  ch.ngce  and  vas  reedy
to  clo-o  the  book  of  life.

!      Martin  PTatt  waL8  no  ordinary  TdLan.

;Oti  the  conttBr7    he    va8    a,    teadart&zziong    Bez].      Bod    ot   humble    par-
ez)Cage   ln    the   woods   o£   New    Yor*`
over   91   years   ago   be   had   by   hard
work  and  tod  I)ti8hed  hl8  Way  upward
uzltll   blB  &blllt?   was   reeoplzed   and
bl8  judgment  consulted  by those aboot
him.     As  8,  boy   he  atteDded   the  old
log   scbool   and   oa     reacblQg     young
manhood  wle!ded   the  &ze   in   c!e&ring
the   farm   of   big   father   iB   Moatgom.
err  t:ounty.     Dunng   bis  career  upon
eart!:   be   wttaegsed   tbe  ad`.ancement
from  `be  days  of  tbe  caaal  boat  and
tne  stage  coacb. to  tbo6e   of  tJie  elec.
trlc  driven  car  and  the  aeroplane.  (a
hlB  youthful  days  be  9irung  the  scythe
and   ln   later  years  iritliegsed   tbe  op-
er-tioa   ot   the   self-binder   and     the
tractor.    A9  a,  lad  he  potired  over  hlB
8cbool  books  by  the  light  of  a,  taLIoi]r
candle.      In   hl9   advancing   ye&rB     he
enjoyed    the   da}.L!ght    bTtghtneeB     of
the   .]odem   electric   light,   cozrmqJ)I.
caLea   Tith  distant  frlend8   b7  the  a,ld
o£-.tht]  telephone  and  read  ot  the  wire-
legs  tbat  cllpg  off  the  messages  tbou.
3aridg  of mlle8  &*ay.
•  D,pr!ng  his  long  life  humm  Binvery

was   abolL8hed   az}d   be   had   a   part   LIL
ltB   &holl8hment   for   iptth   the   break.
`cno8m°pua!a;`£h:tctth:']:tahrg,ee:a¥:tr¥in.

!antr..,- lltb  arm}.  corps.     As  a,  men.
bar   t  :   this   organization    he   p&rtict.
pa,ted  in  many  of  the  znemorable  bat.
tleB  Of  th&tiscrl{e  of  over  a  half  a  cen-
tury  ago. .  Mr.  intt  had  charge  of  a
wagon  triith  during  tbo  hl8toric  battle
of  Gettysburg  and  hl8  thrilling  ezper.
Iences   were   greatly   ea!oyed   arotlnd
tbe  Crane  Artny  camp  fires  of  twen.
ty-five   years  ago  as   he   reLaced   tlzne
and  tlne  agaizi  hotr  he  m&z}aged     to
briz}g   out     his     amzBtmltioB     wagozig
wltho`t]t  havlag  then  captured.    Wtt`h
`1e  edd   of  a  glajss   brhiLd   &8   oppor-
t'mlty   of  vitzie8alag     the     hLBtorlcal
chaLrge  mnde  by  the .First  H!zitie80ta,
a  cbarge  wblcb  evea  to  tbls  day  hag
not  been  elcelled.    A  charge  Ln  whlch
282  men  were  tbrotm  into  the    very
jaw8   of   bell   to   bold   the   liae   for   a.
moment   or   two   until   relziforcenent8
could   be   Secured,  a  cbarge   ifl   which
only  47  men  were  left  untnJured,  tbelr
`!15   coznpanlons   being   wounded   upon

tbe   battleflen   or  bavtng   pa.i8ed   over
the   Great   Divide.

Col.   M.   M.   Pratt

bar  cane   ire§t   to   }(lnneso(a   ar.'.i     {``.
Sterling    `oi+-nship.        Here    r.e       +coo
built   up   a   [.arm   and   home   [b.Li..   iFas
known  far  and  wide.     He.  iras  a  pros.
perous  farmer  aLnd  ii'hile  lit.ing  tn  tile
town§biD   i+.as   protninent   iz]   its   educa..

g#&8t€a±tss=D%es=Ee=:°trtt.he"%b`€ern
board.

Witb   oricon`ing    }.e`ars   be    i.elt.   tr,a:
bls   dars   of   toil   Here   o`.er   and   he
finally  moved   to   Ma,pletofl   wbere   for
"ny   years   he  bad   been   a   mpm.bt>r
and   for  several   }'carg   cotnmand~r   ot
the-local   G.   A.   R.   Pogt   and   also     a
znember  of   the   Ha,sonic   lodge.   beiz)g
iD   polnt   of   rears   the   e!de8t   man   ln
the  order.

Mr.  Pratt  w.ae  not only  a  render  but
a  thinker.    He.had  his  own  ldeae  on
every  lmport&z)t  B8bject  azLd  w&a  al.
ways  free  to  ezprcaB them  and  to  do-
fend   hl8   podtlon.     HL8   raeal   along
rellgtou  lines  were  broad  bat  he  b®
LloTed  that  n  the  fizial  end.  in age
-otld  be  r®ted  and  all wotild: hale
•to tlnet apon  a, cazzizBon level    '

A] a nctpbao azLd thend. h€ vac eo
a.I..  con=±=±en±ele  and ..tqbfiL    h
erieqr .eep of lq®  h®  ni.`been  . p.
tr!oL   Be )owed the.old ai. .nd "le

EL##fffath=iH:tbT.®t
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(CbBtinaed  from  first  page.)
time  of  ger7ice.  .be  gave  nberally  to
6;-I.--H.  c. `i  a]id  sutisedbed  hcov-:

)

.¥Eef°:ubeanTo]¥%dfrd A~ man   i
'

whcee  recnd  8han  remain    .

blot  or  Stain;

d]rys.  his  countr7Js  can;

to  saedace  his  all.                           I
So in the g"t hereafter in .ngh he&[i

irezi.s erdted pin..•There  un  be  a  Seat  Of honor fir
tl)i§  old  Gr&zid Azny  Hall"      .',.'

]ir.  Pratt  .vae  twice  married. hl8-
first wife being Carollae Orr, a mtlma
of Cattarangn8  comfy.  New. YbrL. to.
whom  he  iraa  married .ln  .Ndvembert
1850.    F[T®  childrm  -ere  tin.   .to,
tll]a tizi±ozL. thcee mahlng to mgnm
the loss of a dmted   hther-uns
xp. a. a. IIimp of Stering: in: mfL
Btien  of  Pacaden&;   alltozda;    and
)Zm EL I. Wtod ct Hountathair. in.-`
Heq[ico    HrgL  Pratt died  on  Nefo=
bar  hat,  1895.  and  three  7car8  later
he  znarried  14n  J.-D.  .EamzB.   `tlo
with  the  thz-ee  chndren.above   mdr-:
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rna-rim  where  Hr.  Pmtt : fflpeqf=
co  naar  }iearE  Of hla llfo ..,.    `  -``  jLso...'-i


