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rea of  the  local  Masonic  lodge  deemed
it.  right  and   proper  that  they  should
join  with  the  old  vet.erfln  soldier  com-•rades    ill    obseTviiig    tile    event.     Ac-

cordingly  a  patriotic  program  was  n+-
ranged  at  the  Masonic  liall  whicb  was
quite  largely  attended,  the  old  soldiers
and ladies  of  the Womens  Relief Corps
being  guests   of   honor.'rhe  hall  was   decorated   with  stars
and  Stripes  and  a  number  of  patriotic
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opened    with    "Ten[ing    on    the     Old
Cainp     Ground"     and     closing     with"rfuerica."    An  interestiiig  feature  of
the   occasion   was  .a   series   of   vie\`Js
I.ron    the    battlefield    of    Gettysburg
\where   Coml.ado   Pl.att  saw  service  as
a  member  of   Co.   8,   15th   New  Yoi.k
iiitantry,   and `was   an   eye   witiiess   of
tl`at   liistorical   charge   of   the   First
Minnesota  in  which  evei.y  officer  was

:killed   or   wounded.    0[   the   262   me.Ti; who  made  the  chai`ge,  215  `vere  strlck.
I en  witli   I.ebel   i)ullefs,   tlie   47   I.emain-
ing  still   stand.;I}g  ``/ith   their  face.q   to

i the foe.    It  was  a  charge  iiever  before
equalled   ln   battle   aiid   General   Ham-
cock   who  ordert3{l   the  men  into  that

i `.ortex  of  hell  said  that  he  di{l  so  to
save  five  mii`utes  of  time  aiid  tliai  he
was  gkid  to   fiild  such  a  gallant  body
of  men   at  hand   willing  to  mal:e   t.lie
terrible   sacl.ifice   whicli   the   occasion
demanded.

Following  this  part  of  tile  program
anotlier   patriotic   song   was   rendei.ed
and  a  few  remal.]{s  we.-e  made  by  Mi..
F`ranl{   Simon.     Next   followor!   a   tow
local   views   whicli   were   prepared   es-
pecially  for  the  occasion  depicting  tlie
early  life  o£  Col.  Pratt.    Tlie  first  was
a   series   of   four   views   sllowiug   his
boyhood   days  and  his  attempt  to  l]e-
cone`   a   great   musician    under   diffi-
culties,  another  view,  "Off  to  thewar"
gave  tlie  pa.rtlng  with  his  sweetlieart

+ and  two  others,  an  ammunition  wagon
i driven till.ougli the timber. of the south-
iqpd.    Then   there   were   portraits   o£
Mr.  Pratt  himself  and  also  of  nls  G.
A.  R.  comrades  lil  the  "Thin  Line  o£
Blue."  and  his  brethren  of  the  Mason.
Ic   lodge.    Ligbt    1.efreshments    were
served  by   the  committee  and  all  de.
parted.  feeling  happier  tliat  tlley  had
cantril)uted  somet.Iiing  to  tile  pleasui.e
of  one  wllo  .has  b'i.owli  old  lil  the  hal.-
ness  but  who   through  tlie  loi]g  yoai.a
of his  life  hell)ed  others  to  make  the
world   I)riglitei..

Following  the  clc;se  of the Civil War
Comrade  Pratt came  to  Mii`ne§ota and
located  in  the  town  of  Steriiiig  where
he was  held  in  lligh  regartl  as  a  man
and   citizen.     With   the   coming  on   of
old  a.ge  Mr.  Pratt  moved  to  Mapleton
where  he  has  resided  for  a  i`umber  of

Iyears   honored   and   respected   by   all.
He  is  not  only  a  Mason  of  loi`g  staii{l-

i ing but a past commander of the Grand
Army  post.    That he nlay  reniaiii ``.itli
us  to  enjoy  maliy  more  .ani`iversai.ies
is  the  siiicere  wish  of  his  brethi.en  of
tbe  squai.e   and   compass.

On  this  occasion  oi]e  of  tl`e  greatest
pleasures   to   the   guest   of   lloiior  ``'as
the  oppoi.tunity  to  nleet  ag,tin  sevei..i}
of  his   old   comrades,   iiotably   Casper
Schimmele    who    too   is    traveling    on
toward     the     century     rna.-k,     l\a\.ii`g
rcaci}ed  tl`e  age  of  86  years.


