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PRESENTED  A  CHAIR
rhe wowl Club'.  Observe   Martin

Pratt's    Birthday.
'

It was Do ordi"ry   birtbday   cBlebra.
;ion which ocour6d last Saturday in this

#tien.p:tT,:atoh:,„ot:ranhaofnv:ro=ryo{to{:I   long.    Realizing thfLt his birthdays  were

i   apwing lose, in. Pratt iavitad his  con-•ade§ ot the ..Owl Club" to I.oil with hitn

a observing his  bitthday.    Some   sizty
:   !uogtg availed thon§elvos ot   the   invita-
I

•   ,ion and grthorod at Alcoaio Hall where

:bo day was spont`in recountirig tbe   o1.
i   :icing events of the civil.war,  the   mod.

)erg ot the Owl Club  con8istitig   ot   old
I    iolaiorg ana. tboir wivo8. ' 'Addrosees and

L:n;a:¥o{yty;e;°o.hmna%°.bara¥a'ir.a:.a°£!
I   [hunder;   Altred   I)avid.   Fred    muor,
:.   lo8iah Rodgorg, J. N. mullin, R Ii.  Pot.

rer,. W. D. Spragu8, Mrs. H. a. Hotaliag,
'`   -..   Garrett,   I.  M.   Spraguo,   and H. a.
`   Iotdrng`
I      Atthodinaor hour Mr.   Pratt   invited
!'   li8 gaests to tbo Maplotoo House  wbero
'   `   baaquct   dinner   wag   sorvod.      T`ho
'`   5torling drum corpr was prosoEt aDd en-

ivonod tha daiy with  padrotio  ails.    .ts
rj   I fitting olitnaz of the day rider Foot in
{   iohal!   ol   tbo   comrndea  prcaentod    to

Jonrada   Platt    a   8ubgtantial  laatbor I
t   !hair tis a tokei ol their higb  regard.
I      Iho  guests  {ron  atray   were     Nl.
a   .rooto, W. W. Wells and   wi[o,  Abe   Van
]'   lrnuni and wile,   1].   Schmmlin,   David

?   Jros8, S. Doty and wife, Ainos Fisk  and

:,5,ke:enT=LbAo;:r£:.a¥bka:nj.a:aGmm¥.
a'   lam, Good Tbunder.
a       |n thi.qconn.ctionitnigbt   bo   intor-i
fl   isting to tell something ol the lilo ot Mr. .
' I   ?ratt,   who   has   been   one   ot the prime

•   aovorg in keapiog alive the local G. A. R
'`   )ost and in tbo organization ot tbo  "Owl
!   Jlub."

L^v`h/ „T-, rlSe

Thepratts  came   to   America   amoog
tbo Mayflower colon-rats and   were    built i
along Puritan linos.    Tboir eor!y  histol.y
is unrecorded among us but  `roproseata-
tivos oi tba family are found aunoag   tbo
first settlers ia the Hollald compa,riy    of
1801.    Darius pratt, the  father  o[    our
fellow citiz8ri, was married to Jaaot Mor-
row    and  lived  in  Montgomery county,
Now York, a8 early as 1827.    Among  the
most vivid  rocolle..tiong  o[   Mr.   Pratt'B
childhood   are  the   scones along the Qld
Erie canal as with the alow  weariness o!
the times the family journeyed   over 2sO
mi]os ol water to tbo city of Bufrolo, thou
aplacB about the size o{ Maploton,   con.
taiaing possibly lan inhabitants.    With
the hardy dotortninq,tion a(  the   pioneer
Dariugpratt  raised   big   cabin   in   tbo
mouzitainous forest   35   milog   soutb   o(.
Buffalo, and to the   music   of   the   wild
wood   commenced   to   how   out  afarm
oinong   the   giant   Beech,   Maple,   atid
Hemlcok trees.    By   1835   the   childroa
wore following a blazed   tmn   to   school
for two miles, a scbool wbero tbo  paddle
was as mucb used as the primer Bad  the
Birchrul®asoft8n in   evideac8   as   tboi
rule  o[  three.                                                       I

The fatBily grow with the cloarizig.&zid
life wag a  batt)a  for   food   and   olothca..
Ahon fished in   thas®   d&yg`  anglizig  had
not yet cotne  into  fachioB.     They  shot
gazzio 8Bd ate it, the time  of  the  Sports.
man had not yet arrived.   Their life was
the disdiplino   a(   indepozideAt   poverty.
Not the poverty a( the izicotnpotent  and
}8zy, but poverty of the  self  reliant  and
onergotic.    1'ho center of  the  Social  lil®
was the church; of  tbo  iatolleclual  llf®,
the log School house.    Spollizig  bees, log
rolliags.   busking   boos,   otc.`   fumichad
the    rooroatioa.       Of    vacatioa8    they
droaDed, but looked tor them in  heaven.
By the time the clearing  had  broadezied
into 200 acres the boys wore  grown,  and ,
a,t the ago o£ 23 Martin  Prate  was   tnar-
ried to carolizio orr.     He started out to
found a botno and 18cO flz)dB  our   yout)g
farmer Jistez)ing to the rumors  of  politi.
cat atormg t6 coDo.    By 1860   Mr.   Pratt
had   risoa   to   the  social  distioctioc  ol
commanding    a    company    ol     "Wide
Awako9" in the political oatnpeign.

hc'O`Y   I OL/'

'mo year les2 rolled  around  and  war

was at band.    H®   onlintod   in   company
a, 164th Now  York   voluLtoer   iafantry.
and    `was     ardgnod   to     the     §acoad
brigad8oltho  llth   ala]y  corps.     Iba
onligttnont took pla.co a,I East  Otto, RT.tJ
York, the rBzidcevous at JeDcetowa. and
the nugtorfug in  at  Elnira,  whore  the
oqutpDont was handed  out.    Frotn  that
tin.on the Story  is  bcot   told   ia   Hr.
Pratt'.9 own words, ho  says:    "Wa  w.ra
colt to the front, making our first  catap
•t arden Heights, tbo site o{  Goo.  hats
qri)itary School.    Our  first  skirtnish  oc-
curred at Thoroughlaro Gap,  whero  w.
wore iorcad  to  rotroat.    Af tor  receiving
coiaforcomoats   wo   marobod   all   nigbt
long through the mud to Frodoricksburg
and paced the streota  nada  lanoug   by
Barbara Fritchio, or rather by  tbo poem
by  that title.   Aftor the battle  of  Fred-.
ericksburg, which was a v®rithblo §laugb.
tor yard, wo again  found...oursolvog , do-.
feated   and  r®tirod  to   Stafford   Court
House.    This.  wag   in   I)coonboi,   and

Burasides, who was ia charge at FTodBr.
icksburg. was   rgliovod  by    General  Joe
Hooker.    In  the  spring,   whoa   the   ad.
vance was to   bo  made,  Hooker   took   a
part   ol   his   army   and     crossed     the
river below Froderiakeburg  a,nd   the  re-
mainder was   to  cross  the  Potomac  at
Koll}'g Ford, 9J5  niile§ above.    Stonewall
Jackson spied out the plans  and  outwit.
ted   the   Union    forces   at   the battlool
Chanc8llors`iillo.    Our company in going
150 rods last  {ully   throe  hundred   n.a,
oitbor   killed    or  wouDdod.    Maay w.ro
left on tho  battle  flold  for throe  da,ya bo-
fora their waund8 could ba calod   tor  or
their romaias buried.     The flng ol trtlco
wag not   rgcognizod  and    tbe   §1aughtor
continued.    .it Cbaacollorsvill8 I  wag  ia
the ordaanc8 dopartmont in charge  ot  a
wagon  trDiB, aod  for saving   the   wagons
when d8sorted by  the officorg   I  rocoivod
a promotiori.

From Chaac8llorsviuo   wo   went   back
to the old camp ground at Stafford Cqurt
Hou§o.    By this time  IIeo   had   ain   idea
tbat we coulda't fight.  be   bad   wbippod
us on ovory  occasion.   so   bo   passed    on
lover   into    P?nasylval]ia,    cleaning   out
our forces at  Harpor'g  Ferry  and  other
points onrouto.    This aroused our lorcog
andwo  followed   hitl]   up,   going   on    a
double    quick   the  eDtire    eleven    milo8
!rom Emmotoburg to  Gotty8burg.     Our

/



..oopd  were  thrown   into  the   center   of
bo  light, rt9lioving  the  first   arluy   carps
I  throein   the    Afternoon    of    tbo    first
fly'sfight.     Wo iirriv8d   node   too   soon
a tb8y  were  badl.v   cut   to   pieces  and
ractically without auimunitioa.      I was
otailod    to    deliver   fimmunition  to our
Drps along tbo tiriiig   lino.      ..i   battery
res turned on to my ammunition  wagon
nd despite  the storm  of lead  az)d stool  I
eii`Jered  the   ammunition    witbout   ro-
Bi`'ing   a   scratch, al[hougb  in  makiag
bo    run   Along    the   front   lbadtorut]
vordead  and  dying   man,    mules   at]d
orses.    It was a terrible task,   and   one
Diy wittiossed ou  the field of war in   the
iidst of battle.
I  viewed   tbat   groat  and    unoiuorablo

ghe  with   a  glass   and    witnessed   tbe
irse     Minnesota       being        ctit       to
ioceg     by     the     cyclotle   of   fire   and
lad, &I)d after Lee  had rotreatBd  possod
Jorthoflold of battle   while   the    dead
ore   boiag   buried.      It   was   in     hot
oather and the Stench   was   sofnothing
FT(ul and I wonder to thi- day  how   w®
ere able to gtaBd i€ ag we   p8ssod    over
Lo flold gathering up the  guzis   left   by
Lose who died on the flald or   by   those
bo had dropped them iD their mad   on.
3avor   to  eacapo  frotn the sea ol death.
bo Bight Gonor8l Ijeo rotreatod I   w®nc
i   the quartertn8stet' and asked porznis-
on to goovorto tbo picket liae.  Ee gave
e permission and I  stepped  OUC in the
iiet of the tnidnight hour.    I was halt-
1 by the picket upon the edge of a little
Llloy, the oz)ly sound that could  bo  dis-
ELotly hoard was that of the   whip.poor.
ills calling out "wbip-poor-will"   and  I
ondored which side  they w8ro ot).1`hot]
low moan could bo heard, that   o1    the
Lousands who lay wouadod   and   dyiz)g
pan tbo flold.    "For God'g Sake give no
drink of water," came diseitictly frori.a
istanco.    It was too tl]uch tor mo azld I
asov®rcome.    Death would bo   a   coti-
)lation tosuchas that.    It.wrought   a
Bop   and    la3tiBg   idpressi.on  upozl  my
Lind, having booD brougbt up a   Scotoh
resbytorian with the   belief   in   (uturo
unishment, a vortiblo hell   of   are   atid
rimstoDo for all who had nob bcon   con-
)rt8d.    It chai]god my whole belief.    A
Lst   God    would    not   coadetnn     these
iousands dying without an opportunity
I being baptized.
After    Rosoncmns   was   defeated    at

'hickamauga the llth   aad   12tb   army

)rps w®ro uoitod  and   c8)led   Hookor's
rand division.    Hooker   was   izitrusted
itb the task of opotiiBg the "hard   tack
ao" to supply the army with  provisions
Dd hoaccomplishod  it    by    foreiag    his
•ay  from Bridgoport,  Al&bama,  to Chat-

Lnooga, Tennosseo.    'Th8re   were    many
ard figbts onrouto.    After tbo   opoaing
i the bard  tack lioo Genoml  Grai]t took
large   and   the   struggl8g   at Lookout
[ountaia 'Brid  Missiotiary  ridge  occured.

C„ rl

Thd aoxt  sprizig on the 8th of May we
started  with Shorm8n on big   march   to
too s8&,  fighting all summer   long.    Our
division, charged ori Atlanta, but was d®.
feated.    While Shertnan was tn&king his
way soaward be had to have new   mules

:::k]t:¥hqa°tt£:::g:Dto?nbgre°:£°mrsu]ot:a::
send them on to  Atlanta.    Aftor   roach-
iz]g Atlanta we   pushed   through  IN. orth
Carolina following General Joe  Johzis'on
and at Ashland learned ol Led'ssurrezid-
er.    It wasa d&yofro].oiciz]g,  a   day   Of
PeBtacost. strong men cried, while others
mag,   and   still others prayed.    Glad of
the   home   comit]g   which   ziow seeined
Boer at hand,  we   moved  oa  to  .Raloigh
where our gladness was turned to §oTrow.
Eoro wer wore iafortnod of the  assassina-
tioa of president   Lincoln.    It   wag   in-
deed a sad mesgago, and cast a   pauo] ot.
sorrow pvor all, as the soldiers to a    Dan
lovedl.incoln..  Somoo(   the    events   of
that day whom SouthernBr8   r8]`oiced    &t
oLir sorrow are too terrible to roleto;

Then came the surrender of Joe Jobn-
son.    It wasonoof the  saddegtsights   I
over witnessed.    Bronzed met) who   had
fought for over throe years  ror   a I cause
which they believed to b8 rigbt   stackod
tho!r gut]s and furled their  flags.    They
cried   like   children,   and   there was ao
aigzi oJ rojoicizig oB our  aide.  They Dado
a hard fight and  lost,   brave    m®B   that.
they were.    The next morning af tor   trio
Surrender, the papers ceusurBd Shorman
sove`rly  for.tbo liberal   terms    wbicb..  bo.
had granted to his vaQquished   loo.    Eo
had giv`oa them their borses  witb  whicb'
to  till tbe soil,   realiziag tar better thaa
sonDo others tbe great devastation  which I
war bad   wrought   and   the   necessities
which now faced these men . whoa    they
should retire to  their  re§poctivo   homes
to   follow    peaceful pursLiitg.    Time  has
sbown tbe wisdom of Geaeral Shormal's
actjot].    The    c8nsur8    of  General sher-
man   aroused   a   great   deal    of    fooling
among t,he  mom and Genol.al Grant znado
a persoatll  `.isit to our forces and brougbt
about peace ia  tbe warriag factiot]s.

Peace wns at   hand,   tho   great   strife
whicb had  tbre:itoaod  to sever tbo Unioa
wasovei..    We  moved  on  to    Alexandria`
Virginia,  where we  wont into  camp    and
titled for the grand review.   Of the I,000
men who originally   ehlisted   at   Jatnes.
town irk `our regimez]t otily 80 were   pros.

:::t:tdr£:tfr:nhda:::loo:;n?w°§T,:ria:rb°;
the   got.oruor   ol    Now   1'or.k.    Itwasa.
beautiful    baDnor    with    its     glisteaing
stripB8 and silvery stars al]d  when it .was
unfurled  was greeted  witb   cheers,    but
tboso cbeors  n'oro   hollow   besido    those
which  gr8oted  the   old    tattorod  bunnor
which  wa.i  t,brown  to  tbo  brBez8  ia`ned-
lately    tollowir}g.     With    its    rents    and
tatters, tbe results of  twenty-two battles,
it  w.its  far  more sacred  tbaa  any   ltflaner
u.bicb  wo  n]ight  e`.8r  behold.

0,I / a

FollowiEig the  graz]d roviow    w®    wore
mustered  oi]t a€ Gladonsburg, MAryJ&nd,
and on Juno 11. 1865,  wore  oa   our   way
home.    Our rocoption home  wag   cordial
but the  dosir8 had   beoB    awakoqed    for
gre&tor   worlds   to   conquer, and seLutig
out I    moved  wcetward  viith my lamily,
arriving   ip   Manhato   on  my birthday
October 29th, 1865.

Mr. Pratt on cotning to mltitiosota, ` lo-
¢atod   in,  Sterling   township   whore ho
lived for thirty years.    For twoz)ty yo&r]
of thistimebo   wa8a    DeDber   of   the
town board az]d a dircot6r of  school din.
trice   No.   33  for twenty.flveyoanB.    He
was one ol tbo iz)stigatorg of  the   biiild-
ing of the town hall; was troasuaerof the
Good Templars lodge for theo yoarty the
lodge having a membership of  130.    Mr.
I'ratt  has   always   taken   a   promin®B€
partin politicsand atozie   tiDo   was   a
dol8gato to the  Pcoples   Party   DatioDal
convoation at ODabA and has frequoatly
attended coDveBtioBs of the   Democratic
party.    A8 a mombor dl:the a. .A R   bo
was protninent in orraz)giBg tor the   first
Det:ortitioo day services over. hold iB this
coul)ty ootsido of Menkato.
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