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Waodnesday morning that
Col. Martiv X, UDrati hind “come to

the ewd- of the road” and completed
dife's Joarney wis not encirely unex-
‘pectad o thoze who  through the
fmonths and years have noted  his
gradunl decline.  He himuself had re-
peatedly expressed his beliel that his
“days upon curth were but short. He
Jived @ long and uselul life, had wit-
rnessed many changes and waq 1'ea.dy
to close the look of life. -

i Martin Pratt was no o)dmfn‘y man.
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|0n the contrary he was a leader
y-mmug men.  Born of humble par-|
u entage in the woods of New York |

‘over 91 years
“work «nd toil pushed his way upward
until his ability was- recognized and
this judgzwment cousulted by those about
‘him.  As 2’ hoy he attended the old
flng schiool and on reaching young
manhood wielded the axe in clearing
the farm of his
ery county.
carth he witnessed the advancement
from the days of the canal hoat and
the stage coach to those of the elec-
tric driven car and the acroplane. In
his youthful days he-swung the scythoe
and in later years witnessed the op-
erution ol the self-binder and the
tractor: As a lad he poured over his
school books by the light of a tallow

candle. In his advanciug years he
enjoyed the "daylight brightness of
the modern electric light, communi-

cated with distant friends by the aid
of the telephone and read of the wire-
lesg that elips off the messages. tlmu-
gands of miles away.

ago-he had by hard|

father in Montgom- |
During his career upon |.

wds aDOIENEeEd Add e had a part 1n

T its abolishment for with tha break-

i ing out of the Civil war he eniisted in
’(‘ompany B of the 16th New York In-
fantry, 11th army corps. As a mem-
ber of this organization he partici-
pated in many of the memorable bat-
tles of that strife of over a half a cen-
tury ago. Mr, Pratt had charge of a
wagon train during the historic battle
nf Gettysburg and his thrilling exper-
iences were greatly enjoyed -around
the Grand Army camp fires of twen-
ty-live years ago as ho related time
jand tinie again how he managed to
bring ont his ammunition wagons
I'without having them captured. With
the aid of a glass ‘he had an oppor-
tunity of witnessing {he historical
charge made by the First Minnesota,

not beeu excelled. A charge in which
262 men were thrown into the very
jaws of hell to hold the line for a
moment or, two unlil reinforcements
could he sccured charge in which
only' 47 me
215 companions being wuunﬂed upon
the baitl=fiald er 'x"vm" 1saed over
the Great Divide. '
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When neaceo was once mm
ed and the war drums gilenced Com-
rade Pratt’s eyes were t.urm.d_towar(l
the wes He wis mustered out in
June, 1865, and the following Octo-
ber came west to Minnesota: and  to
. Sterling township. Iere he  soon
"built up a farm and home. that was

restor-

a charge which even to (his day has.

L were left uninjured, their |
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Col. M. M. Pratt

known far and wide. Ho was & pros- |
perous farmer aud while living.in the

township .was prominent in its educa-
tional affairs and served for a number
of years-as a- member of the town
board. - nt

With -oncoming years he felt that |

his days of toil were over and he
| finally moved to Mapleton where for
many years he had been a member
and for several years commander of
the local G. A. R. Post and also a
member of the Masonic lodge, being
in point of years the eldest man in
the order.

Mr. Pratt was not only a reader but
a thinker. He had his own ideas on
every important subject and was al-
ways free to express them and to de-
fend his position. His ideas along
re\ligious lines were broad but he be-
liaved that in the final end, wrongs
would be righted and all would have
to meet upon a common level. .
_As a neighbor and friend he was so
cial, companionable and liberal. In
every step of life he has been a pa-
triot. He loved the old flag and while
he questioned some of the things that
were doune for the soldiers in the re-
cont world’s war, because such con-
veniences and comforts were not fur-
nished the boys in blue during his
time of service, he gave liberally to
the Y. M. C. A. and subscribed heav-
'ily for liberty bonds. : :
“IIe was an old Grand Army man,

whose record shall remain

Torever upon honor's roll without «
‘ blot or stain; °

A man who heard and heeded, in dark

FeBruArY 13, 1919,

e e — ”

days, his country’s call,

And responded’ witn a willingness

. to sucrifice his all.

So in the great hereafter in liigh hea-
ven’s exalted plan, ,

- There will be a seat of honor for
this old Grand .Army ‘Man.”

Mr. Pratt was twice married, his
first wile being Caroline Orr, a native.
- of Cattaraugus c_otiiity,_ New York, to
whom he was married in November,
1850, IMive -children were born o
this union, those remaining to mourn .
thie loss of a devoted father being

' Mrs, G B. Lamp of Sterling; Mrs. Ida :

Buell of Tasadenn, California; "and

Mrs. M. J. Wood of Mountainair, New !
Mexico. Mrs. Pratt died on Novem-’
ber 1st, 1895, and three years later.
he married Mrs. J. D.- Hamm, who
with the three children above mel-
tioned; two brothers, Judge John
Pratt of Fairmont, and Robert Pratt’
of Lincoln, -Pennsylvania, and - two.
sisters,” Mrs.~Geo. Bebee -.and  Muvs.
Edward Huawkins, of East Otfo, New
vork, besides a number of - grand
children, survive. . f. =

The funeral will be conducted from
the family home this Friday after-
noon at one o’clock,. Rev. Chas. Har-
ris, of Beauford, to officiate. The
burial will be under Masonic direction
with interment in the “cemetery at
Sterling, within a very short distance
of the farm where Mr. Pratt spent
so many years of his life. - 3
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