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ANSWERS  CALL

Gr.|nd Army Lcfldcr,  Survivor of
Gettygl)urg  Pcaccfully

Pa§scs Away.

The  wol`d  Wednesday  mol.nlng  that
Col.   Mal.tin   M.   Prat.t   had   "come   to
llic   enid.   of  ithe   road"   and   completed
life's   joui.ney  was   not  entirely   unex-
pected   to   those     wl`o     t.hrough     t.he
nionths   and   years   have   noted      his
gi.a,dual   decline.     He   himself  had   re-
peiLtedly  expressed  his  belief  tha.t  his
days  upon  earth  were  but  s,hort.    He
lived  a  long  and  useful  life,  had  w{t-
i`esBed  many  changes  and   was  ready.
to  close  t,he  book  of  life.     .

Martin  Pratt  was  no  ordinary  man.
On  t.he  conti.ary    he    was    a    leader
among   men.      Boi`n   of   humble    par:
entage   ln   the   woods   of   New   York
ovei`   91   years   ago   he   had.by   bard
work  and  toll  pttslied  his  way  u.pwai`d
until   his   ability   was   recognized   and
his  judgment coiisulted by  those about
him.     As   a  1]oy   he   attelided   the   old
log   scliool   and   on     reaching     young
man.hood  wielded   the  axe  in  clearing
t.he   farm   of   his   father   ln   Montgom-
Cry  .county.     During   his   career   upon
earth  he   witnessecl   the  advancem.ent
from  t`he  days  of  .the  canal  boat  and
the  stage  coach`to.  those  of  the  elec.
trio  driven  car  and  the  aeropla,ne.  In
his .yout.hful days h6  swung the  scythe
and   ln  later  years  witnessed   the  op.
eration   o[   the   self.binder   and      the
ti.actor.    As  a  lzid  ]ie  poured  over  his
sclLool .book.s  by  ithe  light   of  a  tallow
candle.     In   .his   advancing   years     he
enjoyed   the   daylight   brightness     o[
the   modern   .electric   l{g.ht,   communi.
cated  with  distant  fi`iends  I)y  ;the  aid
of  the  telephone  and  read  of  the  wire.
less  that  clips  off  th.a  inessages   thou-
sands  of miles.away.
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Dui.ii`g  l`is  long  lit e  human   slavery
\vfts   ribollsl`ed   and   he   ha,a   a.   pal.I   ln
its    al)olishment   for    wit.Ii    the    break-
ing  out  of  tl`e  Civil  wa.r  lic  enlisted  in
Comi)any  a  of  the  15t.h  New.York  In.
fantry,   llth  ariny  cori)s.    As  a  men.
her    of    this    orgnniza,tion    he    pal.t.icl-
pzited  jn  many  of  ithe  memorable  bat-
tles  of  t.hat  st,rife  of  ovei.  a  }`a.If  a  cen.
tu]`y  ago.     Mi..   Pratt  ]`a.a   charge  of  a
wagon  ti`flin  dul.ing  the  llistoric  battle
of  Gettysburg  and  .his  thrilling  exper-
iences    \vere   greatly   .CliJoyc(1    a.round
tile   Grand   Ai.my   ciimi)   fires   of   twen-
ty-fivc   years  ago   as   he   relat,ed   itime
and   time   flgaLin   how  he   managed     to
I)I.ing   out     his     amlnunition     wagons
witho.ut  ha,\Jlng  thein  capturetd.     Wit.h
the  a.i(I   of   a   glass   he  h,`d   an   oppor-
tunity   of   w!tnesslng     the     hlst,orica,1
charge  "ado  by  .I.he  First  M!nnes6t.a,
a  ch&i.ge  which   even   to   this   day  has
not  been  excelled.    A  cjiai`ge  in  which
262   men  were   thrown   int,o   the     very
Jaws   of.hell   to   hold   the   line   for   a
moment   or   two   u}itil   reinforcem.ents
could   be  securetl,   zi   charge   in   w,hlch
only  47  men  were  left  uninJurect,  the{r
215   compa,n{ons   being  \youn(led   upon
the  battlefield   oi.  having   I)assed   over
tile  Great  Dlvide.

When   pezice  `vasi  once  luoi`e   restor.
ed   &n{l  .t]ie   wai.   di.`ims   silenced   Com-..
rftde  Pratt's  eyes  wel`e  turned  toward
the   west.     He   `vas   muster,ed   out   in
Junei.    1865,    and    I.|1e    following    Octo-
ber  came  west  to  Minnesota  antl     to
Sterling    township.      Hel`e   he      soon
built  up  a  farm  and  home   th.it  was
known  far  and  wide.    He  was  a  pi.os-
perous  farmer  and  while  living  in  the
towns.hip  was  prominent  in  its  educa-
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With   oncoming   years   he   felt   thflt
his   days   of   toil   wei.e   over.find   he
finally  movecl   to.  Mapleton   where   for
many   years   he  had   been   a   meml)er
anicl   for   several   yeai.s   conima,n(let.   of
the   local   G.   A.   R.   Post   antl   also     a
member  of  the   Masonic   lodge,   being
ln   point   of   years   the   eldest.   man   in
the   order.                            CONTINUEDi..  u
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Col..  M.   M.   Pratt

Mr.  Pratt was  not  only  a reader  but
a  tlilliker.     I-Ie.had  his  own  ideas  on
every  important  subject   and  was   a,I-
ways  free  to  express  itllem  and  to  de.
fend   his   position.      His    i.deas    along
religious  lines  \vere  broad  but  he  be-
1ieved   that  in  the   final   end,   wrongs
would  be  righted  an(1  all  would  have
to  meet  upon  a  common  lev,el.
...  As-a nelg.hbor  and  fi.iend  lie  was  so-

`clal,.:.companionable   and   liberal.      In
every  step  of  life  he  has  been  a  pa.
trlot.    He loved  the old  flag and  w]ille
lie .questlohed  some  of  the  things .that
were,  done  for' the  so.Idlers  tn -ithe  re-`¢eht.`..w.orld's   war;..  because   sucli   con.
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time   of   service,  .he  gave  liberally   to
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  antl   subscribe(I   heal/-
ily  for  liberty  bonds.    ,"He  was  .`n  old  Grand  Army  man,

whose  record  shall  remain
Forever  upon  honoi.'s  roll  wi.thout  a

blot  or  stain;
A  mall  who  heard an(I  heeded,  in dark

days,  his   country's   c{`11,
An(.I    1.esi)ontle(I    wit.h    a   willingiiess

to   saci.ifice   his   fl]1.
So  in  the  great  hereaft.er  in  .high  hea-

vcn's  exalt,c`d  plail,
T}1ei`e   will   be   a   seat   of   .honoi.   foi.

tl`is  olcl  Gi.and  Army  Mall"
Mr.    Pi`iit.t   .`vas    twice    mai`ried,    his

first  wife  being  Cai.oline  Orr,  a  native
of  Cattai.augus   county,  New  Yoi`k,   to
whom  he  was   marl.fed   in  Novembei.,
1850.      Five    children   were   born      to
this  union,  .those.  remaining  to  moum
tlie   loss  of  a   devote(I     f€ither     being
Mrs.  G.  8.  Lamp  of  Steflirig;  Mrs.  Ida
Buell   o£   Pasadena,     Californi{|;      anid
Mrs.  M.  J.  Wood  of  Mountaliiaii.,  New
M6xico.     Mrs.   Pratt  .died   on   Novem-
ber   lst,,   1895,   and  ithree   years   lat,er
b,c`,   marriecl   Mi.s.   J.   D.     -Hamm,     who
with   I,he   thi`ee   children.above     men-
tioned, two brot'ners, Judfe John Pratt of
Fairmont,  a[`d   Robert  Pratt   of  Lincoln,
Pennsylvania, and two  sisters, Mrs.  Geo.
Bebee and Mrs. Edward Hawkins, of East
Otto,  New  York,   besides   a   number   of
grand children. survive.'I`h.e  funeral  will  be  conducted  from
the   i.amity-  home    this   Fi`iclay    after.
noon  at. one  o'clock,  Rev.  Chas.   Har-
ris,   of   Beau for(I,     to     officiate.     The
buri&1  will  be  uiidei.  Masonic  direction
with   iDtoi'ment   in  the     cemet,ery     at
Sterling,  within  a  very  s.hot.t  distance
o{   the   farm   where   Mr.   Pi.act   si)ent
so  many  years  of  his  life.


