Chaplain Philos G Cook, 94th NYV

fem in The Buttale Commercial daveriiser tor June 14 of 1854 - pege & colvmn !

Ve are permitted to make the following extracts from a letter written by Chaplain Cook of
the 34th Req't to a friend in this city. It will be read with interest by the friends of the Chaplain
and of the boys in the 94th, though containing little in the wal of news:

Camp of the S4th NYV in the battiefield,
near Mechanicsvitle '
June 3rd, 1864 2

It makes one feel sad to contempiate the scenes and operations of
war at a distance and through "the newspapers," but the actual witness
and experience are far more impressive. Take for example my experience
yesterday and today. Though | can by no means give you in words an
adequare idea or description of what has passed before my Vision or the
sensations of my heart, nevertheless let me try to give you something of
an idea of what has been going on around me. This is Friday; on Wednesday,
June 1st, there was a tremendous fight atl along our lines® The Second
Corps (Hancock's) on the left, the Ninth Corps (Burnside's) next, the Fifth
(Warren's) our Corps next, and the Sixth on the extreme ieft were atl
engaged with both artitiery and infantry at a tremendous rate; especiaity
from about 3 o'clock 1o 9 or 10 pm. Such cannonading and musketry on so
extended a tine - probabty 6 or 8 mites - are rarety heard and right
severely did they punish the enemy . And yet on severat points along the line
‘dobnnie” showed a boid and defiant spirit and was a match for the
ankees,” though generaity the Union boys more than beld their ground and
Took a targe number of prisoners. .

This was a pretude to a change in the position of the Corps. The
Second marched by us towards the left in the morning, and in the afternoon
the greater portion of the Fifth moved towards the left, and Burnside made
his appearance to occupy the vacancy made by the removat of.a portion of
The Fifth. Just as he was marching into position, a tremendous rainstorm
came up to catch the Chapiain and his retinue of non-combatants in a
somewhat exposed condition. It occurred to me white the shower was Upon
us that it would be just tike the “Jobnnies" to attack us during or
immediately after it; and, sure enough, the rain had scarcely ceased
before we heard sharp firing and yeiting which indicated that the rebs were
charging upon our boys. The votieys increased in infensity and rapidity;
troaps and batteries were got into line of battie and posftioned as fast as
possible. for two or three hours the battie raged within an area of about a
hatf-mite square with a great vigor and fury. The attack was on our right
flank which had been left exposed (at least so it is said,) by the tardy
mavements of some division that was 1o have taken the place of those who
had been withdrawn.



The line of battie seemed atmost in a circle or in the three sides of a
sguare. The shells came in very "freely and carelessty” -making it very
difficuit to find a place of safety. The doctors, chapiains and their
attendants, drummers, and servants of officers usually on stch occasions
g0 to the rear for safety but in this instance it was difficuit to tell where
the rear was. First we went into a thick forest and tay down bebind trees
at the foot of a slope —the shelis going mostly a few rods beyond us. Seeing
the brigade passing out of the woods towards the principai scene of
conflict, we followed a short distance and then turned into the woods. By
and by, we change again a half-mile =then conciude 1o go to regiment. It is
now dark and raining and we know not the exact position of the regiment
~find it @ mite into and through a piece of wood in an open field —in tine of
hattie no tents —no fires, or few —no candles. in a few moments, our cook
comes up with some supplies -a weilcome visitor. Here in the mud and in
the rain and dark we sguat and partake of our "hasty piate of soup" -and
never was a plate of hot soup more acceptable to us. This done, "lke"
(cook,) George (bugler,) and the Chapiain go to the rear with the horses
-start a fire and sit around a while to dry and make ourseives
comfortable. By and by, a messenger arrives to say that the regiment is
tiabie 1o move off at any moment and that we must go nearer 1o them. We
obey, retuctantly teaving our comforiabie fire We stop under a large tree,
tie our horses near us, and wait an hour or so for further orders —thenlop
down upon the ground, not under, but on a tent, and seek rest. Poor
success; get up at one and go down to that fire we had seen burning so
cheerfully among the tents of a battery.

After getting partially dry, return to Tree - can't find my rubber
bianket -must have a tight -went to fire again to tight a candle -white
stooping to do so, a sharpshooter sends a buttet within a foot or two of my
head -before | get back to tree, another whizzes by —show ing that the fire
draws attention of this sort; —ait night the skirmishers are at work and
every now & then a spent butlet fails nearby or another whizzes over our
heads! We rise before it is fairly tight and hasten to the rear -find our
former position —get and eat breakfast in a drizzting rain —and then seek a
place of greater safety; as the batis have commenced passing or fatting by
us —a short distance off, find what seems to be a desirable posittion.
Hardly get settied before the awful shetls begin 1o come and fall near us;
we get behind a tree and tie as close 1o the ground as possible for safety,;
-these unweicome messengers keep coming for an hour —then there is a tutl
-thus passes the afternoon. This pm, three or four have gone over us
-tnost of the day there has been cannonading and musketry at intervats.
Meantime, | have visited the wounded in a fleld over yonder, brought there
to be tended temporarity —found onty one of my regiment -having his teg so
badly wounded that amputation will be necessary; —said he was bungry
-gave him hard bread and water -returned to my headguarters and got
sore refreshments for the poor fetlow —went back and stayed with him the



batance of the day. The rebs choose the last of the evening for their hard
fight ing, and we'll soon be hotly engaged.

Gur regiment has not as yet been very mauch exposed; but they are in
a position now which will be very likely to bring them into a general
engagement and make it almost certain that more or less will be wounded
or kitled. { cannot bear to think of their being injured in this way but such
ls war and such will doubtless be thelr fate. This is the fifth day since we
carme up with the army, or rather, since we have participated in the series
of batttes which have been fought in this campaign. Of our general success
and the general results, the papers witl give you more information than |
can. in fact, those who are participating in the struggle are often not in
the most favorable position to acguire or impart general Views; the
officials and general reporters are the persons to do that. fut it is
obvious that the Army of the Cotomac is battling valianty and
successtully; and that we soon shall be knocking loudty for admittance at
the doors of Richmond there can be no doubt. Indeed, our advance can
bardly be more than five miles from Richmond today. Our hospitals, ete,
will all be moved forward three miles today. We hope and expect that
Rictrnond witl be otrs on or before the Fourth of July. Yes, it is often said
by the officers around me: "wWe must eat ice cream in Richmond on the
Fourth of July." But Alas! How many who now tatk of these glorious
consurmmations will offer their lives as a sacrifice for the purchase.

It s refreshing to see the spirit which animates many of these noble
fetlows now exposing tife and timb for their country. Yesterday, as | was

passing @ young soidier, | said "How about hardtack; got a supply?" "0

es, plenty” "How do you stand these hard marches and battles?" "Eirst
ate” "Have you re-entisted?" "Oh, yes. This is a big thing and ! tike it!"

To a venerable-looking old man who was at work near here making
corduroy roads ! gave some hard bread, he being out; he thanked me. |
replied that | felt thankful to bim for being witling to suffer so much for
bis country. He said he did it cheerfully and wished he could do more. God
bless bim and all of the kindred spirit! How costly and precious is liberty!

s now 530 pm;® very few guns have been fired for the last two
howrs — what Is the cause; what the “Johnnies" are up to - whether
refreating or manuvering to get some advantage we cannot tell, but
probably the latter. | would it might be otherwise but our boys witl be
enaugh for them under God, do what they may.

-v\._g——_

NOTES APPEAR ON FOLLOWING PAGE------—------——————- >



NOTES:

2 Chaplain Cock's comments refer to his experiences during June & June 2 at the outset of Cold
Harbor's twelve days; the 94th NYV was in Col Lyle’s brigade, Lockwood's Division, Fifth Corps.
Between May 31 and June 12 of 1864, the 94th Tost 49 members either killed, wounded, or missing.
Lieutenant Colonel Moffett commanded the regiment. On June 6, Lyle's brigade became the first brigade
of Crawford's third division in the Fifth Corps. '

b The bloody " Forty Days™ which it took Grant to reach Richmond were almost finished. May 30 saw
the four corps of the Army of the Potomac were reinforced by elements of Ben Butler's Army of the
James at White House Landing on the Pamunkey River; as this force renewed its southerly march it
encountered increasing resistance in the vicinity of Totopotomy Creek. As soon as Grant realized how
strong Lee’s positions were, he began planning a tactical shift around the Confederate right flank.

Although the leading elements of Wright's corps began arriving at Cold Harbor in the morning of June
1, delays experienced by Wright and Smith put off a planned attack until 6 that evening. By then the
rebels had had sufficient time to establish a line of entrenchments. During the ensuing encounter, the VI
& ®VN Corps managed to capture the enemy's forward line of works; despite stiff resistance and the
loss of 2,000 men, the two corps pushed ahead westward roughly a half mile. & June 2 assault was
planned in arder to capitalize upon the gains of June 1 but required night movements caused so many
delays that the assault was postponed until 4:30 a.m., June 3.

¢ The V and IX Corps did not participate in the June 3 because they guarded the Union right. At dawn on
June 3, however, 50,000 men from the Il, VI, and XYIll Corps began an attack which would earn for
Grant the nickname "butcher.” All three corps were pinned down within an hour and had sustained
between 5,600 and 7,000 casualties.
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Chaplain'¢ Quarters,

©4th N,Y. Vols,,

Near P4tersburg, Va,
: s iune 27th ,1864.
ﬂhpx Fay, Eeq., | i

Dear Sir:- : 1
Yours of the 33rd inst came to hand thi# morning., It

grieves me to say that I find Adrian Fay's name ong those captured
or supposed to be, on the 3rd inst, while on the §kirmish line,
It somehow happened that a portion of the skirmish line got in
advance of the resf, and consequently did not get{notice of the
withdrawal or ohange of the picket, and were cons@quently captured.
A brave fellow voltnteered to go out and notify these advanced
outposte that it whs time to fall back, and if pogsible save the
But on_ arriving onkthe ground, he found the Rebel [pickets so near
that it was impossible to comwunicate with our mep Indeed, this
man camg near being, captured himeelf, A Reb, picket or skirmisher

: dreesed»in our‘ini‘orm, got very near him and ordgred him to

andety pil@eae choee to take his chances for life by
Tunn ng. The Reb fired and inflicted a very sfight wound. Our
man had no grms .w gh him, but fortunately escaped! unharmed,

In all 'We have lost 38 men by capture €ince the 30th of
May. On the 6th,i30 or 32 ®ere lost in this wa Nothing of the
kind that hEs hap ened in the Regt. has grieved 80 much as the
loss of so many brave fellows by ture, and yet! this may be the
means of saving t 11 be ot and die while
they are in captivp Rebels
will treat their.p

You h

feelings, and my p
son, and bring hi
while in captivit
the time when we

sufferings
may God hasten

oy s

P, C. CookQ

- gy



Chaplain’s Quarters,
94" N.Y. Vols.,
Near Petersburg, Va.
June 27", 1864.
Mr. Iy, Iisq.,

Dear Sir:«

Yours of the 23™ inst. came to hand this morning. It gricves me to say that |
find Adrian IFay’s among those captured or supposed to be, on the 3™ inst. while on
the skirmish line. 1t some how happened that a portion of the skirmish line got in
advance of the rest, and consequently did not get notice of the withdrawal or change
of picket, and were consequently captured.

A brave fellow volunteered to go out and notify these advanced outposts that
it was time to fall back, and if possible save them. But on arriving on the ground,
he found the Rebel pickets so near that it was impossible to communicate with our
men. Indeed, this man came near being captured himself. A Reb picket or
skirmisher, dressed in our uniform, got very near to him and ordered him to
surrender, but our man chose to take his chances for life by running. The Reb
fired, and mnflicted a very slight wound. Our man had no arms with him, but
fortunately escaped unharmed.

[n all, we have lost 28 men by capture since the 30" of May. On the 67, 20
or 22 were lost this way. Nothing that has happened in the Regt. has grieved me so
much as the loss of so many brave fellows by capture, and yet this may be the means
of saving their lives. Thousands will be shot and die in captivity. 1 am inclined to
think that the Rebels will treat their prisoners better than heretofor.

You have my cordial sympathy in this trial to your feelings, and my prayer is
that God may comfort and sustain your son, and bring him safely through all his
trial and sufferings while in captivity. Verily this is a “cruel war”. May God hasten
the time when we may have an honorable peace.

Yours very truly,

P. . Cook.

Chaplain, 94" N.Y. Vols.
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