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I. REVEREND JAMES POIAN, O.F.Y. (1861 - 1897)

Material froa The Laurel, Vol, 26 (1924 - 1925) inclosed: 

He was the founder of Athletics at St. Bonaventure, particularly of baseaall, and 
A close friend of John J. McGraw and Hugh Jennings. 

In 1894 he founded the James Dolan Literary Association, which still exists 
on campus today under its Greek Letter nar&e: Iota Delta Alpha. 

From 1894 until 1897 he was Vice President of St. Bonaventure College, and 
Professor o! Rhetoric and Belles-Lattres. 

Cowt'tJ.�,.t•IJr. 

Fror& an interview with Fr. Maurice Scheier, O.F .M., who re11eabersA him:

At that time there were three classes of student at St. Bonaventure: The Prep 
School students, the Collegians, and the Se.11inarians. Thanks to Father Jam.es 1 
inspiration, each class had its baseball team. !hat meant that there were 
twelve tea11s competing (four fror& each group, according to classes), and that 
there were baseball games every afternoon, weather permitting. Our beloved Father 
Joseph Butler, O.F.M., the College President, was an enthusiastic spectator at those �ames. 

The prominent position base•all held at St. Bonaventure erought the College to 
the attention of John Mc Graw and Hugh Jennings. 
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THE LATE FATHER JAMES DOLAN, 0. F. M. 
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i\utnbtngraplnt nf 11Tnt4rr inlatt 

By JOSEPH BITER 

']'f F one were to glance over the annals of St. Bonaventure 
� College, he would find there written the lives of men which 

contain many sacrifices in connection with the Franciscan 
Fathers. And by dwelling a short tinw he would find there 
recorded, the deeds of men that are indeed trne Heroes, yet their 
deeds are not written on the pages of history, unknown to the 
world. And why? Because they worked for their one Great 
Master, their God. 

Such a man then was Father James Dol�n, 0. F. M. the 
founder of the modern James Dolan Literary Association, of 
this College. Founder also of Athletics at Si. · Bonaventure, 
particularly baseball, he enjoyed an intimate acquaintance with 
John J. McGraw and Hugh Jennings, both of whom are famous 
in- the baseball world. 

The Life of Father Dolan like that of all great men was all 
too short. He was born in the Village of Allegany, N. Y. that 
lies hemmed in by the Allegany mountains. Educated in the 
Parochial school, he came to St. Bonaventure College where he 
later joined the Franciscan Order, where he was ordained to the 
Holy Priesthood in the year 1886. Shortly after his ordination 
he was appointed to one of the Franciscan Churches in New 
Y 01 k city. There he served until the year 1893. He then 
returned to St. Bona's College where from the year 1894 until 
1897 the time of his death he was Vice President of_ St. Bona

venture and occupied the chair of Rhetoric or Belles Lettres, 
succeeding the Hon. _Joseph Scott, L. L. D. 

It was in the year of 1894 that Fr. Dolan founded the 
James Dolan Literary Association which today stands forth very 
prominently as one of the leading societies of St. Bonaventure's. 

Father Dolan was· a man· of wonderful personality; was 
of large rttgged physique; and possessed a character surpassed by 
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none. He died at the early age of 36 years, universally beloved 
and lamented. 

He sleeps among the Alleghany Hills where he was born, 
cradled, reared, and educated. And there above that grave, 
the summer's sun shines brightly and tho the winter's snows 
may pile above him yet his deeds and Spirit will always live 
about this College that was his home. 

Fr. Dolan, true thou art passed away, and thy voice which 
in years gone by had taught many, is forever stilled, but thy 
glorious deeds, and the Society which you founded stand to
day as a loving memory. 

1'rue thou art dead. But your deeds and spirit will live 
forever in our hearts, and in the hearts of all that knew you. 

There indeed may we quote the lines of Fr. Kelley's: 

"Tho1< haot fallen asleep, 0 Priest of God 
With the blood in thy vei11s still warm. 
Thate has laid thy load 
By the very road 
Thou didst travel in smt and s.tornt. 
'And the western glow 
That we all shall know 
Jl as shrouded thy rested form. 

Thon hast joumeyed afar, 0 Priest of God, 
On tlze road that thy love had claimed; 
And the way was long 
And the storm was strong 
With the fury of Sin ,mchained. 
But thy soul shines bright 
In thy Master's sight 
As it comes to his feet - unstained." 

Man is the noblest work of God 
-POPE 
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le[;any. Humnhrey, N. Y . .  and 
\\'anan ue. N. .l . Fr. Thom:.i.s 
passL'd  t h r:1u1.;h i i fc dorn::; his 1iutv 
as oO�dience ordered it w1t11out 
fanfare. His Jidelitv. :ts is alone 
imnonant. 1s rccoruCci in  the Book 
of L• ff'. 

He d:eti in St. :,rarv ' s  Husmtal .
HtJbokc:1. '.\' . . J  . . :\UL';-USt � i .  l '.};� ()_
J.t tf',c :1:::;e ol ti2. k inu!v rcml'm
hcn'ti by ail who i;new · :'1 1m 

Fi� . . r A:,a:s DoL\:,{ 

Fr . .l :tnws was bo rr, l ! l  .\.] ;,,_ 
g-an:: .  :--;_ Y . .  ;,brch I. iYi:2.  l 
t :rst ;r.•..' t Fr. Jatnl'S w twn :C•! was 
::i:;s is t ;,i.nt :n C:t. .\nllwnv · .� C!:un· :: . 
mv nar:sh .  ;"; uil1·:an �t .:  .:,;-,-w \' , JrK 
C,�,.:. I usc11 �J ,-.en·1• h is '.,l:J.:,s. 
H:s Dl'fSUll:! i !t '," !.\\";J ri:<s'fH'<l :n :ill'. 
the L Jni he i r)lr: :: .  J. , 1,_.:- 1 n' · ,) [)\_' . 
like i':::--:1. :i. Fr:u:c 1:;;can . :ir :w11 
tu t J. ri: C' h is nanv:. Jarnl"O. ·.,:r;,:i� 1 
tlecar.h, :1 F"rar:c:.ocu.n. ::im•-'ci 
·.va::, t:l i i  anu ·se!l \milt .  ! ! •! ·.\· ;i.s
r:ot i:::.cK1nc; :n ::umor . I :·-:-mem
ber :'. ir.1 <iescr:b·.r.::: tn :n1rr.:c1-::. m 
wore �. ;.c :cc:.:on. ,;_n lta11:1n ':, < Jxer 
·.\" no m bro,,er. i:::n:.: 1 1::;n ,;11<iwt-0

how he would fight John L. Sulli. van. 
He tau�ht_ First Rhetoric . as itwas �ailed in those days at SlBona s. The J. D. L. A.., which be founded. was named after him. Fr. James brought Jennings and :.tcGraw to St. Bona's. These famous ball piayers \Vere looking for some educ::i.t10nal polish, a place to relax between maier!cab'l.lC ball schedules and to shOw the stucents how to play first c lass baseball. I was a student at St. B.Jna ·s at the time and v.-a.,i 

more or less in the midst of the 
grc:1t bail players· ;1ct1vities at the 
Cul lc!;e. 

A not!ler nt their exercises to 
keen :n ph\·sical shaDe was p\av-
1n:.; · ::amtb::u l .  In bacK of the o;d 
A lumni Hal l .  in those days. wa.s 
a tine. fr:1mc h:rndball court. Jen
n 1m::s anti :.tcCraw. with me & 
:-;hon itlkv. wnuid :ilay matc.b. 
;.;amc.> w1tn sll:11�nt :cams. The 
cour-: : lo < >r w:i.s maPiL' hardwood. 
\·<'r\" : ::ist. T:'.-.' bad.  t:aiid a 
c,'"-'-"" ·\ f tcr ::i far;1uus handil:tll 
pl;L\·,;, ·.vnom I �L."t ,m shipboard 
.1.s I , :am,: hack fro�n R,ime. •,,,as 
:tb:rnt : :-:c si::c nl :1 :.::;r,Jf b:i.il. ,·cry 
h:u··:. ·.vit'.1 .1. , : . ,n, ,Jr :-u bber cen: 
tcr. :-riunce(t ·,nth  c:,t:::ut ano _ .�10 

f ;;j� �,:t�±.'i1�::::t?1.l�;� 
.-· or: . .- L· c u 1 a r .  -n,• 
.�ors .  ·\ ·r.tk 1 1 :::1!:r::-:-: 
: l lt : :--. : !".I' : : :ut.: c :1 :::·; 

, ,ur � ro:es
·1 :.:::i.rt.•: . ,ra� 
; r'.C' l);l.l] '.1.Il� 

\\";"l'-; !" •:.! I i '; .c tu�: ::.•�·• l .  -:::ornu:::: �( :l· "" " :-"!":. '.'. !11 0c•r • ;'. t.' 
:nr:-:" :::u �-, 1 ,·G raw ,, :•:f: .'.:t. ;::. r.a :; 

-:"'.:ev :,ttc�c.c"U 
i ·. ::Oe �e::c:..--:J.f· 

:a:: , . :1 ::: :  ,=:. ·,n :i. c::c:�c:•
_:� : •r: l  ll. '. :'..! • · 

• ::_,__, '.":'. ' 1 r ::. '."::.'. \!a�s 

; ,lP.Ct'S , : ; •,·•.l 
a::" . ::.J  . .  1-r. :: l' \' '.C(' :; :··.'S l,i.,•!lC 
2 , ir. :a. -� - H '-" '.\·as :: 1s0 ,Jn c:·.' J\"• 

:,?_":i[;'.f;�;;oc]:,�1:i\�L'.I 
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� cata_rrh of the stomach. As 
· ·lay in his cotfin m old St .

a's friary, I paid my last re
;ts to rny old friend and modei.

·e is buried in St. Bona's Ccme�• 
00 �he hill in Allegany. 
FR. F'IDELIS REY�OLDS 

�Fr. Fide!is Reynolds. the tenth
�dent of St. Bona's was bor

_
n 

� Brooi<lyn. i\ovemocr 8, 1S7::. 
fSe succeeded in the p_rcsidency ot 
· - Bona's Fr. Josepn Butler oi 

oweci memory. Fr. Fidelis was 
and lanky. He strode along 

Jong steps and a qmck pace, 
reciail,,- when out waikin�. Some 

C.:ri us ff:ars who \Vent on :J. •,1,aik 
fwith him wou_id have to ask him 
,lto !lb.or.en his pace.  He spent 
:f.S)llle time in a law orticc, intcnd-

J
• mg, no doubt. at first. to follow 

. 
Ule legal profession. But like St. 

tl)phonsus Liguori. he received a 
:{higher call. a Divine invitation :o 
�-the reli�ous life. He entered �he 
t_Order of St .  Francis, Julv :::s.  
(1901. Ee tam;ht mathematics ::i.t 
r.st. Bor:a s in which subJcct he 
;'.:ns esoect.'.l..llv well tr:11ned. and 
}'nS nrci::c:ent· a.s a teacher. \Vf'.en
�'appointed P=-es1dent of Bonaven
��·s :n 1911 .  he began to make 
�_efforts _to advance and perfec t ::!e 
;_cnrr::cuturn of the Co llege. Bein!?" 
.ot a legJ.i �urn of mind. he wa<; 
:._txact a::.d rwrii.av.-1 somewhat t'...."(ed 
: &nd 11::.::.-.:::.ainz 1rl disemlinc :1na : n  
brin:;.,,_-:z :.oout a n  aonr

.
oved course 

of stt:c.:es. .Some · SnoKe of :":1 ::1 
" ts a · :-cfor:ncr ' :1t '  St. Bon::i. s .  
i But " �rC:�r :s I-fraven·s i':rst !aw. · 
1 &nd t:::.s ,1rccr _:u the Cullc-!;C :":e 
• ltrove ::) u:rno1d ana ner.:ect ::1 
l l r-e:i..c;onaOie way. \Vish :m:::: :a 
! pet?ct:.::ne ;:J--.e merr.or: 0r ?:.
· Jase':l:1 3:.i.tkr at St .  B:ma·s. :::e

���::.:. :::.smred 3.nd led by Ar:::.
!Stion • --; .il'.::.on •Jf Enc. stanea J. 

moveme!'.t to build a gymnasium 
at the C.:.iler;:e. Fr. Fidelis, Presi
dent at the time. and myself as 
a kind of consultant, brought 
about t.te Ouiiding and completion 
of the gy,n. Of course there was, 
as u-:uai. 3...'l architect and a con
tr:i-:tor co do the job. 

After ::JS tenure of office as 
Pres1de::.t oi St. Bona's, Fr. Fidelis 
heid pos1t:ons or: trust in the Pro• 
vmce· oi :he Most Holy Name of 
Jesus. 

Ln 1?::!.5 he succeeded Fr. Vin
cent Kelly, as pastor of Holy 
Cross C:'.urch in the Bron.x. This 
was a ·:er_, difficult assignment. 
lt was 1 pansh in the sparsely 
settled, sauatter-like part of the 
Bron.x. 7::e debt on the combina
tion chu!"'1::n and school and prop
erty was very heavy. but ;<'r. 
Fidelis ·:ery expertly manag-cd the 
financ:J.i and m::i.tcriai needs of the 
pansh. 

He .i.iso gave missions and re
treats ::: ·.rn,ch fields o( the vme
yard oi �:-::e Lord, his efforts were 
s01r.tuJ.;.; ',- verv fruitful. 

· I:: ;J.:: · ::lat ·he did. whether in
C0lle£;"e 0r parochial work, in m:s
swns ;;.::o retreats. Fr. Fideiis
�oilowe-.1 :te advice of St. P::i.ul m 
his E:c:st'.e. "doing the truth ln 
chant•;

Hur..�n resuect or false timiditv 
,i:d ::ot .�c-eD F'r. Fidelis irom saY
�:::g- · . .-::J.<. should be said to :JJ. 
wr:et::(:r . 1v person. seeuiar pnest 
•�r :-e!:S::'Jt:s.

AL :::::es he induigcd in humor
,c'.!s :-c·:::..i.rxs :u1d Con\"ersations.
Sut ::�• ::,:,:1th !t ail :here was a 
.-;er:ou; :-.1:c:s :.tat keot :Ji..rn ever '.n 
::::�a -:· :::e pr.cstlv and rein;-1ous
;u�,E•-' - : his iife. 

,i,,_t • M .� ·we of 64 vears he Cieri
:::. · ::; �-.-- ,?;�nc1s HOspnai. ;',1iam1
3eac::. ?:onria. :\1ay '.:5. 1937.

, Tc Oe Cun<.:::.:.:ea : 


