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FOR THE ST, BONAVENTURE ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME,
I. REVEREND JAMES NOLAN, O.F.M. (1861 - 1897)

Material from The Laurel, Vol, 26 (1924 - 1925) inclosed:

He was the founder of Athletics at St. Bonaventure, particularly of baseball, and
A close friend of Jobn J. McGraw and Hugh Jennings.

In 1894 he founded the James Dolan Literary Association, which still exists
on campus today under its Greek Letter name: Iota Delta Alpha.

From 1894 until 1897 he was Vice President ef St. Bonaventure College, and
Professor of Rhetoric and Belles-lattres.

CONCERN g,
From an interview with Fr. Maurice Scheier, O.F.M., who remembers, him:

At that time there were three classes of student at St. Bonaventure: The Prep

School students, the Colegians, and the Seminarians. Thanks to Father James'

inspiration, each class had its baseball team., That meant that there were

twelve teans competing (four from each group, according to classes), and that

there were baseball games every afternoon, weather permitting. Our beloved Father

Joseph Butler, O.F.M., the College President, was an enthusiastic spectator at those games,
The prominent position baseball held at St. Bonaventure brought the College teo

the attention of John Mc Graw and Hugh Jennings.
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THE LATE FATHER JAMES DOLAN



Autohingraphy of Father Dolan

By Josepr BITER

A T one were to glance over the annals of St. Bonaventure
il College, he would find there written the lives of men which

contain many sacrifices in connection with the Franciscan
Fathers. And by dwelling a short time* he would find there
recorded, the deeds of men that are indeed true Heroes, yet their
deeds are not written on the pages of history, unknown to the
world. And why? Because they worked for their one Great
Master, their God. :

Such a man then was Father James Dolan, O. F. M. the
founder of the modern James Dolan Literary Association, of
this College. Founder also of Athletics at St.'Bonaventure,
particularly baseball, he enjoyed an intimate acquaintance with
John J. McGraw and Hugh Jenmngs, both of whom are famous
in- the baseball world.

The Life of Father Dolan like that of all great men was all
too short. He was born in the Village of Allegany, N. Y. that
lies hemmed in by the Allegany mountains. Educated in the
Parochial school, he came to St. Bonaventure College where he
later joined the Franciscan Order, where he was ordained to the
Holy Priesthood in the year 1886. Shortly after his ordination
" he was appointed to one of the Franciscan Churches in New
Yotk city. There he served until the year 18g3. He then

returned to St. Bona's College where from the year 1894 until

1897 the time of his death he was Vice President of St. Bona-

venture and occupied the chair of Rhetoric or Belles Lettres,
succeeding the Hon. Joseph Scott, L. L. D.

It was in the year of 1894 that Fr. Dolan founded the
James Dolan Literary Association which today stands forth very
prominently as one of the leading societies of St. Bonaventure’s.

Father Dolan was a man of wonderful personality; was
of large rugged physique; and possessed a character surpassed by




504 THE LAUREL

none. He died at the early age of 36 years, umversally beloved
and lamented.

He sleeps among the Alleghany Hills where he was born,
cradled, reared, and educated. And there above that grave,
the summer’s sun shines brightly and tho the winter’s snows
may pile above him yet his deeds and Spirit will always live
about this College that was his home.

Fr. Dolan, true thou art passed away, and thy voice which
in years gone by had taught many, is forever stilled, but thy
glorious deeds, and the Society which you founded stand to-
day as a loving tnemory.

True thou art dead. But your deeds and spirit will live
forever in our hearts, and in the hearts of all that knew you.

There indeed may we quote the lines of Fr. Kelley's:

“Thow hast fallen asleep, O Priest of God
With the blood in thy vetns still warm.
Thow has laid thy load

By the very road

Thow didst travel in sun and storm.
‘And the western glow

That we all shall know

Has shrouded thy rested forne.

Thow hast journeyed afar, O Priest of God,
On the road that thy love had claimed;
And the way was long

And the stormn was strong

With the fury of Sin unchained.

But thy soul shines bright

In thy Master’s sight

As it comes to his feet — unstained.”
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Man is the noblest work of God
—Pore
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He taught Pirst Rhetori .
was cailed in those da?,r;cfs‘é

Fr. Tiroyas COSGROVE

leganv., Humphrey, N, Y., and
Wanaaque, N. J.  Fr. Thomus
passed through life doing his duty
as abadience ordered It witfiout
fanfare, His fidelity, as is alonu
important. is recorded in the Book
of Lefe.

He died in St Mary's Hosmal.
Hoboken, N. ... August 9, 1930,
at the age ol K2, kinaly remem-
berod by ail who knew um

Pr.JAnES DoLaN

Fr. James was bore m Alie-
ganv., N. Y. March L oise2. |
" met Fr. James whoen was
assistant m B3t Anthony's Churen,
my parisn. Suilivan St New Yorx
Citv. Iousea 1o onerve s Mass.
His porsonauty awakenod oo
the Lord heipinz, 2 aesire o oe.
like mm. 2 Francisean roang
to take s name, Jamwes mol

Decame 4 ITranc
was il and w
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ber 2im Jdescribng in mimict
wora and ction. an [ta g
wno n broken LCnghsn

Founded, wvas Tamed aster pch ¢
: him.
Fr. James brought Jenniy
g3
and McGraw to St. Bona's, These
famous ball piavers were 1ookin,
for some educational polish,
place to relax between maigr
league ball schedules and to show
the stucents how to play firg
class baseball. T was a student
at St. Borna’s at the time and was
more or less in the midst of the
great bail players' acuvities at the
College.

Anothier of  their exercises to
keen in physical shape was play-
iy nanabasl. In back of the owd
Ajumnr Hall. in those days, was

a fine. {rame handball court. Jen-
nings and McGraw, with me 8
short allev. wouid play  match
sames wilh studeat tcams.  The

court ‘loor wis madie hardwood.
very last, The cailed a
Casey arfter a famous  handbail
piiver wnom I met on shipboard
as I came back from Rome, was
abnut the size of 2 2ol badl, very
nara, wath oa o or rubber cen-
ter. rounced WD catzut 3na K16
When being served 2
woutd come bacy and
h of the ooutt
ner “Pat” Wi
aupr nrowes
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3 .,S‘catarr'ﬂ of the stomach. As
I8 Jay in his coffin in old St.
aa's friary, I paid my last re-
cts to my oid friend and model.
is buried in St. Bona's Ceme-
¢ on the hill in Allegany.

¥r. FDELIS REYNOLDS

2 gr. Fidelis Reynolds, the tenth
jdept of St. Bona's was born

i Brooklyn, Novemper 8, 1872,
fle succeeded in the presidency o
‘4 Bona's Fr. Josepn Butler of
sallowed memory. Fr. Fidelis was
yiall 2cd lanky. He strode along
M long steps and a aquick pace.
espcciaily: wnen out waiking, Some
%l us fmars who went on a waik
Pwith him wouid have to ask him
{to shorten his pace. He spent
fmme time in a law office, intend-
g, no doubt, at fArst. to follow
$the legal profession. But like St.
Mphonsus Liguori he recetved a
higher call. a Divine invitation to
sthe religous life. He entered the
S0rder of St. Francis, Julvy I5.
¢1901. Ec taught mathemaucs at
48t Boras in which subject e
«Was especially well trained, and
£was prozcient as a teacher. \When
Zippointed President of Bonaven-
sfure's in 1911. he bewan to make
iefforts 1o advance and perfect the
rarmcutum of the Colleze. Being
<of a legai turn of mnd. he
sexact and vernaps somewhat fixed
‘and unzenaine n discipline ana :n
briczinz 2o0ut an approved course
of stuc Some spoke of nim
a ‘reformer’ at St Bonas.
But “srcer is [eaven's frst law
ad this orcer at the College
strove 13 upnoid ana perTect
1 reasonapie way. \Vishing <o
Peretuiate the memory of Fr
0seon Sutler at St. Bona's.
A}u_::;;;, :nsoired and led by Arza-
annon of Erie. started a
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movement 0 build a gymnasium
at the C:ilege. Fr. Fidelis, Presi-
dent at the time, and myself as
a kind of consultant, brought
about tke duiiding and completion
of the gvm. Of course there was,
as utual an architect and a con-
tractor 0 do the job.

After nis tenure of office as
President cf St. Bona's, Frr. Fidelis
heid positions of trust in the Pro-
vince of the Most Holy Name of
Jesus.

In 1923 he succeeded Fr. Vin-
cent Keily, as pastor of Holy
Cross Church in the Bronx. This
was a very difficuit assignment.
It was a pamsh in the sparsely
settled., sauatter-like part of the
Bronx. The debt on the combina-
tion churcn and school and prop-
erty was very heavy, but Fr.
Fidelis very expertly managed the
financ:ai and materiai needs of the
pansh.

He aiso gave missions and re-
treats :n wrich fields of the vine-
ward of *ze Lord. his efforts were
spirtuz very fruitful

In 2i that he did. whether in
Coilege or parochial work. in mus-
silons ana retreats. Fr. Fideiis
followea the adwvice of St. Paul in
Fis Ecistie. “doing the truth in
chanuy.

Human respect or false timidity
did not <eep Fr. Fidelis from say-

.2 wrnal snould be said to ail
wnether .1y person, secuiar priest
Or TenZIous.

At umes ne induiged in humor-
ous \arxks and conversations.
Sut neath it ail there was &

2es that Keot him ever in
ne prrestly and reiigious
-0 otus dife

age of 64 vears, he diea
“rancis Eospial., Miam
“londa. May 26, 1937,
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